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qOBXElTTED POVEST7-11EN OUIDSD B7 T imit 
NATUSAL TEMPHBS, 0 

TO CLOTWORTHY ROWLEY, ESQ , AT TENORING, iSlL, HEAR 
IPSWICH. 

DEAR ROWLEY, September 2, 1762 

Your letter has taken me just in the crisis ; to-morrow I 
set off for Bnghthelmston, and there I stay till the winter 
brings us all to town again This world is a shabby fellow, ' 
and uses us ill , but a few years hence there will be no 
difference between us and our fathers of the tenth genera- 
tion upwards i could be as splenetic as you, and with 
more reason, if I thought proper to indulge that humour ; 
'"jt my resolution is, (and I would advice you to adopt it,) 
never to be melancholy while 1 have a hundred pounds in 
the world to keep up my spirits God knows how long 
that will be j bpt in the meantime lo Tnumpht I If a 
great man struggling with misfortune is a noble object, a 
little man that despises them is no contemptible one ; and 
this IS all the philosophy 1 have in the world at present 
It savours pre^y much of the ancient Stoic , but till the 
Stoics became coxcombs, they were, in my opinion, a very 
sensible sect 

If my resolution to be a great man was half so strong as 
it is to despise the shame of being a litfle one, 1 should not 
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despair of a house in Lincoln’s Inn Fields, with all its 
appurtenances ; tor there is nothing more certain, and 1 
could prove It by a thousand instances, than that every man 
may be rich if he will What is the industry of half the 
industrious men in the world but avarice^ and call it by 
which name you will, it almost always succeeds But this 
provokes me, that a covetous dog who will work by candle- 
light in a morning, to get what he docs not want, shall be 
praised for his thnftiness, while a gentleman shall be abused 
for submitting to his wants, rather than work like an ass to 
relieve them Did you ever in your life know a man who 
was guided in the general course of his actions by anything 
but his natural temper ? And yet we blame each other’s 
conduct as freely as if that temper was the most tractable 
beast in the world, and we had nothing to do but to twitch 
the rein to the right or the left, and go just as we n re direct- 
ed by others ' All this is nonsense, and nothing, letter 
There arc some sensible folks, who having great estates 
have wisdom enough too to s(K:nd them properly , there are 
others who are not less wise, perhaps, as knowing how to 
shift without ’em Between these two degrees are they who 
,pend their money dirtily, or get it so If you ask me 
where they arc to be placed who amass much wealth in an 
honest way, you must be so good as to find them first, and 
‘hen I’ll answer the question Upon the whole, m> dear 
Rowley, there is a degree of poverty that has no disgrace 
belonging to it ; that degree of it, I mean, in which a man 
i-njoys dean linen and good compoii/ , and if I never sink 
below this degree of it, I care not if I never rise above it 
This IS a strange upislle, nor can I imagine how the devil I ' 
came to write it but here it is, such as it is, and much 
7 ood may do you with it. I have no estate as it happens, 
so if It should fall into bad hands, 1 shall be in no danger 
of a commission of lunacy, Ad.eu ' Carr is well, and gives 
bis love to you 

Yours ever, 


WM CaWPER. 
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me DBEAumoe-smamiAS temfer-fxjspobe 
OF ooiira TO uaboate-his ohabaoteb 

NOW FIXED. 

£0 LADY HKSKKTH. 

HT DIAK OOUBIN, The Temple, Ang 9, 1763 

Having promised me to write to you, I make haste to he 
as good as my word. I have a pleasure in writing to you 
at any time, but especially at the present, when my days 
are spent in reading the Journals, and my nights in dream- 
ing of them. An employment not very agreeable to a head 
that has long been habituated to the luxury of choosing its 
subject, acH has been as little employed upon business, as 
if it had grown upon the shoulders of a much wealthier 
gentleman But the numskull pays for it now, and will not 
ptesently^forget the discipline U h^ undergone lately. If 
I succeed in this doubtful piece of promotion, I shall have 
at least this satisfaction to reflect upon, that the volumes 
I write will be treasured up with the utmost care for ages, 
and will last as long as the English constitution, — a dura- 
tion which ought to satisfy the vanity of any author who 
has a spark of love for his country O ' my good cousin ! 
if I was to open my heart to you, I could show you strange 
sights , nothing, I flatter myself, that would shock you, 
but a great deal that would make you wonder I am of .i 
very singular temper, and very unlike all the men that 1 
have ever conversed with Certainly I am not an absolute 
fool , but I have more weakness than the greatest of all the 
fools I can recollect at present In short, if I was as flt 
for the next world, as I am unfit for this, — and God forbid 
I should speak il in vanity ' I would not change conditions 
with any saint in Chnstendom. 

My destination is settled at last, and I have obtained a 
furlough Margate u the word, and what do you think 
will ensue, cousin ? I know what you expect, but ever siiice" 
1 was bom 1 have been good at disappointing the most 
natural expectations. Muy years ago, cousin, there was a 
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possibility I might prove a very difiercnt thing from what 
I am at preseiA** My character is now fixed, and nvetted 
fast upon me , and, between fnends, is not a ve^ splendid 
one, or likely to be guilty of much fascination. 

Adieu, my dear cousin I So much as 1 love you, I won- 
der how the deuce it has happened I was never in love with 
you Thank Heaven that I never was, for at this time 1 
have had a pleasure in writing to you, which in that case 
I should have forfeited T.et me hear from you, or I 
shall reap but half the reward that is due to my noble 
indifierence 

Yours ever, and evermore, W C. 

1765. 

HI. 

IKESTORATIOH TO HEALTH -HTTNTmdDOR-- 
ElVEE OHBXL 

lO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ , COOK’S COURT, CARfcV STREET, 
tOUDON. 

PEAR JOK, Hontingdon, Jana 81, 1765. 

The only recompense I can make you for your kind 
attention to my affairs during my illness, is to tell you, that 
by the mercy of God I am restored to perfect health both 
of niind and body This I believe will give you pleasure ; 
and I would gladly do any thing from which you could 
receive it 

I left St Alban’s on the seventeenth, and arrived that 
day at Cambridge, spent some time there with my brother, 
and came hither on the twenty-second. I have a lodging 
that puts me continually in mind of our;summer excursions , 
we have liad many worse, and except the size of it, (which 
however is sufficient for a single man,) but few better 1 
am not quite alone, having brought a servant with me from 
St Alban’s, who is the very mirror of fidelity and affection 
for his master. And whereas the Turkish Spy says, he kept‘* 
no servant, because he would not have an enemy in his 
house, I hired mine because I would have a friend. Men do 
not usually bestoVr these encomiums on their lackeys, not 
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do they usually deserve them ; hut I have had experience oE 
mine, both in sickness and in health, and'vscver saw his 
fellow 

The river Ouse, (I forget how they spell it,) is the most 
agreeable circumstance in this part of the world , at thw 
town It IS I believe as wide as the Thames at Windsor , nor 
does the silver Thames better deserve that epithet, nor 
has it more flowers upon its banks, these being attributes 
which in strict truth belong to neither hlucllcii would say, 
they are as like as my /iiigers to my Angers, and there is 
salmon in both It is a noble stream to bathe in, and 1 
shall make that use of it ‘hrcc times a week, having intro- 
duced myself to it for the first time this moiiiiiig 

I beg you will remember me to all my friends, which is 
a task will cost you no great pains to c\ccute particularly 
remember ^e to those ot >oiir own house, and believe 
me 

Your very affectionate W f 

• 

IV 

illhess and reooveby-lonelt but hapft 

LIFE AT HUNTINaDON. 

TO LADV HESICFTH 

IIY DEAK LAlir lilSKKTH, Iluntingilon, July 1, I7Im 

Since the visit you were so kind as to pay me in thi 
Temple (the only time I ever saw you without pleasure), 
what have I not suffered < And since it has pleased (lod 
to restore me to the use of my reason, what have I not 
unjoyed I You know by cvpenence, how pleasant it is to 
feel the first approaches of health after a fever , but, Oh 
the fever nf the brain I To feel the quenching of that fire 
IS indeed a blessing which I think it impossible to receive 
without the most consummate {|Utude Terrible as this 
chastisement is, I acknowledge iJTTt the hand of an infinite 
justice , nor is it at all more difficult for me to perceive m 
It the hand of an infinite mercy likewise . when I considet’ 
the effect it has had upon me, 1 am exceedingly thank- 
ful for It, and, without hypocrisy, esteem it the greatest 
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blessing, next to life itself, I ever received from the divine 
bounty. I pi^y God that I may ever retain this sense of it, 
and then I am sure I shall continue to be, as I am at 
present, really happy. 

1 write thus to you that you may not think me a forlorn 
and wretched creature , which you might be apt to d(^ 
considering my very distant removal from every fnend ] 
have in the world , a circumstance which, before this event 
befell me, would undoubtedly have made me so : but my 
affliction has taught me a road to happiness which without 
it 1 should never have found , and I know, and have expen* 
ence of it every day, that the mercy of (^d, to him who 
believes himself the object of it, is more than sufficient to 
compensate for the loss of every other blessing. 

You may now inform all those whom you think really in- 
terested in my welfare, that they have no need to be appre- 
hensive on the score of my happiness at present. And you 
yourself will believe that my happiness is no dream, beause 
I have told you the foundation on which it is bunt What 
I have written would appear like enthusiasm ’’to many, for 
we arc apt to give that name to every warm affection of the 
mind in others which we have not experienced in ourselves , 
but to you, who have so much to be thankful for, and a 
temper inclined to gratitude, it will not apjiear so 

I beg you will give my love to Sir Thomas, and believe 
that I am obliged to you both for inqumng after me at St. 
Alban’s. Yours ever, W. C. 

V. 

DimcuLYY or KEEPma hottse-lifb *at 
HUNTINODON-LOKa LSTTEBS- 
FLATWBiaHTB. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

nxAK jox, Huntingdon, Jaly 3, 1766. 

Whatever you may think of the matter, it is no such easy 
r thing to keep house for two people. A man cannot always 
live upon sheeps’ heads, and liver and lights, like the lions 
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an endless encumbrance. My butcher’s bill for last week 
amounted to four shillings and ten-pence, ^«et off with a 
leg of lamb, and was forced to give part of it away to my 
washer woman. Then I made an expenment upon a sheep’s 
heart, and that was too little. Next I put three pounds of 
beef into a pie, and this had like to have been too much, 
for It lasted three days, though my landlord was admitted 
to a share in it. Then as to small beer, I am puzzled to 
pieces about it. I have bought as much for a shilling, as 
will serve us at least a month, and it is grown sour already. 
In short, I never knew how to pity poor house-keepers b& 
fore , but now I cease to wonder at that politic cast which 
their occupation usually gives to their countenance, for it is 
really a matter full of perplexity. 

I have received hut one visit since here I came. I don’t 
mean that I ha\c refused any, but that only one has been 
offered This was from my woollen-draper , a very healthy, 
wealthy, sensible, sponsible man, and extremely civil He 
has a cold Lath, and has promised me a key of it, which I 
shall probabry make use of in the winter. He has under- 
taken too, to get me the St James’s Chronicle three times 
a-week, and to show me Hinchinbrook House, and to do 
every service for me in his power , so that I did not exceed 
the truth,, you see, when I spoke of his civility. Here is a 
card-assembly, and a dancing-assembly, and a horse-race, 
and a club, and a bowling-green, so that I am well off, you 
perceive, in point of diversions , especially as I shall go 
to ’em, just as much as I should if I lived a thousand miles 
off But no matter for that ; the spectator at a play is 
more entertained than the actor , and m real life it is much 
the same You will say, perhaps, that if I never frequent 
these places, I shall not come within the description of a 
spectator , and you will say right. I have made a blunder, 
which shall be corrected in the next edition 

You are an old dog at a bad tenant ; witness all my 
uncle’s and your mothePa geese and ^dirons. There is 
something’ so extremely impertinent in entenng upon a 
man’s premises, and using them without paying for ’em, tha* 
I could easily resent it if 1 would. But I rather choose to 
entertain myself with thinkmg how youtWiU scour the man 
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about, and worry him to death, if once you begin with him. 
Poor toad ' l>^ve him entirely to your mercy 

My dear Joe, you desire me to write long letters— I have 
neither matter enough, nor perseverance enough for the 
purpose However, if you can but contrive to be tired 
of reading as soon as I am tired of wnting, wc shall find 
that short ones answer just as well , and, in my opinion, 
this IS a very practicable measure. 

My friend Colman has had good fortune , I wish him 
better fortune still , which is, that he may make a right 
use of It. The tragedies of Lloyd and llcnslcy are both 
I very deep. If they arc not of use to the surviving part of 
society, It IS their own fault 

1 W.IS debtor to Bensley seven pounds, or nine, I forget 
which If you can find out his brother, you will do me a 
great favour, if you will pay him for me , but do ,it at your 
leisure 

Yours and theirs, W C 


VI 

LATE MELAHCHOLY-PBETENEED BELIEVEES-* 
DOOTOB COTTON’S TREATMENT 

TO LAOy HrSkETlI 

Huntingdon, .July 4, 1765 

Bi< INC just emerged from the Ouse, I sil down to thank 
you, my dear cousin, for your friendly and comfortable 
letter What cmild you think of my unaccountable beha- 
viour to you in that visit I mentioned in my last ? I re- 
memljer I neither spoke to you, nor looked at you The 
solution of the mystery indeed followed soon after, but at 
the time it must h.avc been inexplicable The uproar 
within was even then begun, and my silence was only the 
sulkiness of a thunder-storm before it opens I am glad, 
however, that the only instance in which I knew not how 
ifto value your company was, when I was not m my senses 
It was the first of the kind, and 1 trust in God it will be 
the last. 
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^ How naturally does afRiction make us Christians I and 
how impossible is it when alt human help is'vain, and the 
whole Earth too poor and trifling to furnish us with one 
moment’s peace, how impossible is it then to avoid looking 
at the Gospel 1 It gives me some concern, though at the 
same time it increases my gratitude, to r^cct that a con- 
vert made in Bedlam is more likely to be a stumbling block 
to others, than to advance their faith But if it has that 
effect upon any, it is owing to their reasoning amiss, and 
drawing their conclusions from false premises He who 
can asenbe an amendment of life and manners, and a refor- 
mation of the heart itself, to madness, is guilty of an absur- 
dity that in any other case would fasten the imputation of 
madness upon himself , for by so doing he asenbes a rea- 
sonable effect to an unreasonable cause, and a positive 
effect to a negative. But when Chnstianity only is to be 
sacrificed, he that stabs deepest is always the wisest man. 
You, my dear cousin, yourself will be apt to think I carry 
the matter too far, and that in the present warmth of my 
heart I make too ample a concession in saying, that I am 
otUy new a convert You think I always believed, and I 
thought so too ; but you were deceived, and so was I. I 
called myself indeed a Christian ; but He who knows my 
heart knows that I never did a right thing, nor abstained 
from a wrong one, because I was so , but if I did either, it 
was under the influence of some other motive And it is 
such seeming Christians, such preteding believers, that do 
most mischief to the cause, and furnish the strongest argu- 
ments to support the infidelity of its enemies unless pro- 
fession and conduct go together, the man’s life is a lie, and 
the validity of what he professes itself is called in question. 
The difference beti^een a Christian and an Unbeliver would 
be so striking, if the treacherous allies of the Church would 
go over at once to the other side, that 1 am satisfied religion 
would be no loser by the bargain 
I reckoij it one instance of the Providence that has at- 
tended me throughout this whole event, that instead of 
being delivered into the hands of one of the London phr 
sicians, who were so much nearer that I wonder I was not, 1 
was carried to Doctor Cotton. I was not only treated by him 
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With the greatest tenderness while I was ill, and attended 
with the utmoer diligence, but when my reason was restored 
to me, and I had so much need of a religious friend to con- 
verse with, to whom I could open my mind upon the sub- 
ject without reserve, 1 could hardly have found a fitter per- 
son for the purpose. My eagerness and anxiety to settle 
my opinions upon that long neglected point made it neces- 
sary that, while my mind was yet weak, and my spirits un- 
certain, I should have some assistance. The doctor was as 
ready to administer relief to me in this article likewise, and as 
well qualified to do it, as m that which was more immedia- 
tely his province How many physicians would have 
thought this an irregular appetite, and a symptom of remain- 
ing madness < But if it were so, my fnend was as mad as 
myself , and it is well for me that he was so. 

My dear cousin, you know not half the deliverances I 
have received , my litother is the only one in the family 
who docs My recovciy is indeed a signal one , but a 
greater, if possible, went before it. My future life must 
express my thankfulness, for by words 1 cannot do it 

I pray God to bless you and my fnend Sir Thomas. 

Yours ever, W. C. 


VII 

LOira BILENOE-UB EODOBONT THE OLEBOT- 
ILAH-HEBTFOBD -DISTANCE FROM EES 
BROTHER AT OAMBRlDaE 

TO LADY HESKETH. 

MV DKABUDY KSSKEVH, HuDtlDglioil, July 5, 1765. 

My pen runs so fast you will begin to wish you had not 
put It in motion, but you must consider we have not met 
even by letter almost these two years, which will account m 
some measure for my pestenng you in this manner , besides, 
my last was no answer to yours, and therefore 1 consider 
ji^yself as still in your debt. To say truth, I have this long 
‘ time promised myself a correspondence with you as one of 
my pnncipal pleasures. 
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I should have written to you from St. Alban's long since, 
but was willing to perfonn quarantine first, both for my own 
sake and because I thought my letters would be mote satis- 
factory to you from any other quarter. You will perceive 
1 allowed myself a very sufficient time for the purpose, for 
I date my recovery from the twenty-fifth of last July, having 
been ill seven months, and well twelve months. It was on 
that day my brother came to sec me I was far from well 
when he came in , yet, though he only staid one day with 
me, his company served to put to flight a thousand deli- 
riums and delusions which 1 still labour^ under, and the 
next morning I found myself a new ereature But to the 
present purpose. 

As far as I am acquainted with this place, I like it ex- 
tremely Mr Hodgson, the minister of the parish, made 
me a visit • the day liefore yesterday He is very sensible, 
a good preacher, and conscientious m the discharge of his 
duty. He, is very well known to Doctor Newton, Bishop 
of llnstol, the q^ithor of the treatise on the Prophecies, one 
of out best Bishops, and who has written the most de- 
monstrative proof of the truth of Christianity, in my mind, 
that ever was published 

There is a village called HpaTVORD, about a mile and a 
halt from hence The church there is very prettily situated 
upon a nsmg ground, so close to the river that it washes the 
w.ill of the churchyard I found an epitaph there the other 
morning, the two first lines of which being better than any 
thing else I saw there I made shift to remember It is by a 
widow on her husband. 

“Thou wut too good to live on earth with me, 

And 1 not good enough to die with thee ” 

The disUnce of this place from Cambridge is the worst 
circumstince belonging to it My brother and I arc fifteen 
miles asunder, which, considering that I came hither for 
the sake of being near him, is rather too much I wish 
that young ntan Wi^s better known m the family He has as 
many good qualities as his nearest kindred could wish to 
find in him 

As Mr Qum very roundly expressed himself upon some 
such occasion, ‘‘here is very plentiful accoinmodation, and 
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happiness of provision ” So that if I starve^ it must 
be trough fcsfetfulness, rather than scarcity. 

Fare thee well, my good and dear cousm. 

Ever yours, W. C. 

VIII. 

8T0BT OF SB. TOVNO TEE POET-BB. NEWTON’S 
BOOKS OK PBOFHE01E8-BOV4N 
OATEOUO FAZTE. 

TO LAliV HESKETH 

Hv DEAR COU 81 V, Jaly 13, 1765, 

You are very good to me, and if you will only continue 
to write at such intervalb as you find convenient, 1 shall 
receive all that pleasure which I proposed to myself from 
our correspondence I desire no more than that you would 
never drop me for any great length of time together, for I 
slull then think you only write liecausc something happened 
to put you in mind of me, or for some other reason equally 
mortifying I am not, however, so unreasonable as to ex- 
pect you should perform this act of fncndship so frequently 
as myself, for you live in a world swarming with engage- 
ments, and my hours are almost all my own You must 
every day be employed m doing what is expected from you 
by a thousand others, and I have nothing to do but what is 
most agreeable to myself 

Our mentioning Newton’s treatise on the Prophecies 
brings to my mind an anecdote of Dr. Young, who, you 
know, died lately at Welwyn Dr. Cotton, who was inti- 
mate with him, paid him a visit about a fortnight before he 
was seized with his last illness The old man was then m 
perfect health , the antiquity of his person, the gravity of 
his utterance, and the earnestness with which he discoursed 
about religion, gave him, in the doctor’s eye, the appearance 
of a prophet They had been delivenng their sentiments 
upon this book of Newton, when Young closed the con- 
ference thus — “My friend, there are two considerations 
upon which my faith in Chnst is built as upon a rock ■ the 
Ul of man, thC redemption ,Qf maUi and the lesuiiection 
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of man, the three cardinal articles of our rehnon, are such 
as human ingenuity could never have invenaed , therefore 
they must be divme —The other argument is this If the 
Prophecies have been fulfilled (of which there is abundant 
demonstration) the Scripture must be the word of God , 
and if the Scripture is the word of God, Chnstianity must 
be true ” 

This treatise on the Prophecies serves a double purpose : 
It not only proves the truth of religion, in a manner that 
never has been nor ever can be controverted , but it proves 
likewise, that the Roman Catholic is the apostate and anti- 
chnstian church, so frequently foretold both in the Old and 
New Testaments Indeed, so fatally connected is the refuta- 
tion of Popery with the truth of Christianity, when the latter 
is evinced by the completion of the Prophecies, that in pro- 
portion as light IS thrown upon the one, the deformities and 
errors of the other are more plainly exhibited But I leave 
you to the.book itself, there are parts of it which may possi- 
bly afford you Ifss entertainment than the rest, because you 
have never been a school boy , but in the main it is sp 
interesting, and you are so fond of that which is so, that I 
am sure you will like iL 

My dear cousin, how happy am I in having a fnend to 
whom I can open my heart upon these subjects ' I have 
many intimates in the world, and have had many more than 
I shall have hereafter, to whom a long letter upon these 
most important articles would appear tiresome, at least, if 
not impertinent But I am not afraid of meeting with that 
reception from you, who have never yet made it your 
interest tnat there should no truth in the word of 
God May this everlasting truth be your comfort while 
you live, and attend you with peace and joy your last 
moments < I love you too well not to make this a part 
of my prayers , and when I remember my friends on 
these ' occasions, there is no likelihood that you can be 
forgotten. 

Yours ever, W. C. 

P S. Cambndge —I add this postscript at my brother's 
rooms He desires to be affeebonately imcmbmd to you. 
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and if you are in town about a fortinight hence, when he 
proposes to be'there hunseif, will take a breakfast with you, 

IX. 

THE HAJOa-PBEVAILlHa WAHT OF BEUOIOH-' 
8UBLIMIT7 OF THE SOBIPTUEES. 

TO LADY HESKETH 

MY OKAH oonsiH, Hnntingdon, August 1, 1763 

If I was to measure your obligation to write by my own 
desire to hear from you, I should call you an idle correspon- 
dent if a past went by without bringing me a letter, but I 
am not so unreasonable, on the contrary, I think myself 
vcT)’ hapoy in hearing from you upon your own terms, as 
you find most convenient Your short history of my 
tamily is a very acceptable part of your letter , if they really 
intcre-it themselves in my welfare, it is a mark of their great 
chanty fur one who has been a disappointment and a 
vexation to them ever since he has been of consequence 
enough to be either My fnend the Major’s behaviour to 
me, after all lie suflered by my abandoning his interest and 
my own in so miserable a manner, is a noble instance of 
generosity and true greatness of mind : and indeed I know 
no man in whom those qualities are more conspicuous * 
one need only furnish him witli an opportunity to display 
them, and they are always ready to show themselves in his 
words and actions, and even in his countenance, at a mo- 
ment’s w'arning I have great reason to be thankful — I 
have lost none of my acquaintance but those whom 1 dc- 
teriiiincd not to keep 1 am sorry this class is so numerous 
What would I not give, that every friend I have in the 
world were not almost but altogether Christians > My dear 
cousin, 1 am half afraid to talk in this style, lest 1 should 
seem to indulge a censorious humour, instead of hoping, 
as I ought, the best for all men. But what qan be said 
against ocular proof? and what is hope when it is built 
upon presumption ? To use the most Hqly Name in the 
universe for no purpose, or a bad one, contrary to his own 
express commandment , to pass the day, and the succee^ng 
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days, weeks, and months, and years, without one act of 
private devotion, one confession of our sin^soronc thanks- 
word giving for the numberless blessings we enjoy , to hear 
the word of God in public with a distracted attention, or with 
none at all , to absent ouniclvcs voluntarily from the blessed 
communion, and to live in the total neglect of it, though 
our Saviour has charged it upon us with an express injunc- 
tion, arc the common and ordinary liberties which the 
generality of professors allow themselves ■ and what is this 
but to live without God in the world ? Many causes may 
be assigned for this anti-chnstian spirit, so prevalent among 
Christians , hut one of the principal I take to be theic 
utter forgetfulness that they have the word of God in thcic 
possession 

My friend Sir William Russel was distantly related to a 
very accomplished man, who, though he never believed the 
Gospel, admired the Scriptures as the sublimcst composi- 
tions m tl^e world, and read them often 1 have been inti- 
mate mystlf with a man of fine taste, who has confessed to 
me that, though he could not subscribe to the truth of 
Christianity itself, yet he never could read St Luke’s account 
of our Saviour’s appearance to the two disciples going to 
Emmaus, without being wonderfully aflected by it , and hu 
thought that if the stamp of divinity was any where to be 
found in Scripture, it was strongly marked and visibly im- 
pressed upon that passage If these men, whose hearts 
were chilled with the darkness of infidelity, could find such 
charms in the mere style of the Senpture, what must they 
find there, whose eye penetrates deeper than the letter, and 
who firmly believe themselves interested in all the invalu- 
able privileges of the Gospel • “He that believcth on me 
IS jiassei! from death. unto life," though it be as plain a sen- 
tence as words can form, has more beauties in it for such a 
person than all the labours antiquity can boast of. If my 
poor man of taste, whom I have just mentioned, had sear- 
ched a littl^ further, he might have found other parts of the 
sacred history as strongly marked with the characters of 
divinity as that he mentioned. The parable of the prodigal 
son, the most beautiful fiction that ever was invented , out 
Saviour’s speech to hu disciples, with which he closes bis 
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earthly ministration, full of the sublunest dignity and ten- 
derest affection^ surpass every thing that 1 ever read, and, 
like the Spirit by which they were dictated, fly directly to 
the heart If the Scripture did not disdain all affectation of 
ornament, one should Oall these, and such as these, the 
ornamental parts of it ; but the matter of it is that upon 
which It principally stakes its credit with us, and the styles 
however excellent and peculiar to itself, is only one of those 
many external evidences by which it recommends itself to 
our belief 

I shall be very much obliged to you for the book you 
mention , you could not have sent me any thing that would 
have been more welcome, unless you had sent me your own 
meditations instead of them. 

Yours, W C. 

X. 

fiXFEOTED VISIT OF FBIBNDB-PATMENT TO 
HIS FHYBIOIAH. 

TO JOSEPH HILL ESQ 

DEAR JOB, August 14, 1766. 

Both Ijidy Hesketh and my brother had appnzed me of 
your intention to give me a call , and herein I find they 
were both mistaken. But they both informed me, likewise, 
that you were already set out for Warwickshire ; in conse- 
quence of which latter intelligence, I have lived in continual 
expectation of seeing you, any time this fortnight Now 
how these two ingenious personages (for such thy are both) 
should mistake an exp^ition to French Flanders for a 
journey to Warwickshire, is more than I, with all my in- 
genuity, can imagine 1 am glad however, that 1 have still 
a chance of seeing you, and shall treasure it up amongst my 
agreeable expectations In the mean time you are welcome 
to the Bntish shore, as the song has it, and I thank you for 
your epitome of your travels. You don’t tell m^ how you ' 
escaped the vigilwce of the custom house officers, though I 
dare say you were knuckle-deep m contrabands, and had 
your boots stuffed with all and all manner of unlawful wares 
and merchandizes.* 
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You know, Joe, I am very deep in c|^bt to my little 
physician at St. Alban's, and that the handsdmest thing 1 
can do will be to pay him U plutot qu'tl sera possible, (this is 
vile French, I believe, but you can now correct it ) My 
brother informs me that you have such a quantity of cash in 
your hands, on my account, that I may venture to send 
him forty pounds immediately. This, tlicrcfore, I shall be 
obliged if you will manage for me , and when you receive the 
hundred pounds which my brotlier likewise brags you are 
shortly to receive, I shall be glad if you i\ill discharge the 
remainder of that debt without waiting for any further ad- 
vice from your humble servant. 

I am become a professed horseman, and do hereby assume 
to myself the style and title of the Kt ight of the Bloody Spur. 
It h.os cost me much to brinr tins point to bear , but I think 
I have at last .iccoinplished it My love to all your family 

Yours ever. W C 


XL 

THE MEDITATIOm-mSOmKSm& OP FAITH. 

TO LADY IIE.SKKTH. 

Huntingdon, August 17, nu-l 

You told me, my dc.tr cousin, that I need not fe.irw ril- 
ing too often, and )ou perceive I take you at your word 
At present, however, I shall do little more than thank you 
for the Meditations, which I admire exceedingly the 
author of them maniA:stly IovckI the truth with an uiidissem- 
blcd affection, had made a great progress in the knowledge nl 
It, and experienced all the happiness that naturally results 
from that noblest of all attainments There is one circums- 
tance, which he gives us frequent cxicasion to observe m 
him, which I believe will ever be found m the philosophy of 
every true Christian I mean the eminent rank which hi 
assigns to fwth among the virtues, as the source and i>arent 
of them all There is nothing more infallibly true than 
this , and doubtless it is with a view to the purifying and 
sonetifymg nature of a true faith, that our Saviour says, 
“He that believeth m me b§th everlasting* life,” with many 



18 


COWFEB‘8 LBTTEB8. 


Other expressions to the same purpose Considered in this 
light, no wond'er it has the power of salvation ascnbed to 
It I Considered in any other, we must suppose it to operate 
like an oriental talisman, if it obtains for us the least advan- 
tage , which is an affront to him who insists upon our hav- 
ing It, and will on no other terms admit us to hia favour. 
I mention this distinguishing article m his Reflections the 
rather, because it serves for a solid foundation to the distinc- 
tion I made, in my last, between the specious professor and 
the true believer, between him whose faith is his sunday- 
suit and him who never puts it off at all , a distinction I am 
a little fearful sometimes of making, because it is a heavy 
stroke upon the practice of more than half the Christians in 
the world 

My dear cousin, I told you I read the book with great 
pleasure, which may be accounted for from its own merit , 
but perhaps it pleased me the more because you had travel- 
led the aame road before me You know there is such a 
pleasure as this, which would want great explanation to some 
folks, — being \ieTbaps a mystery to those whose hearts art a 
mere mustle, and sene only for the purposes of an even 
cm Illation W. C 


XII 

THAHKFlfLNSSS AND BESiaNATlON TO OOD. 

10 LSOY tiaSKETH, 

, Sept 4, 1765 

Tiioui.h I have some very agreeable aquamtance at Hun- 
tingdon, my dear cousin, none of their visits are so agreeable 
.IS the amval of your letters I thank you for that which I 
have just received from Droxford , and particularly for that 
part of It where you give me an unlimited liberty upon the 
subject I have already so often written upon Whatever in- 
terests us deeply as naturally flows into the pen as it does 
from the lips, when every restraint is taken away, and we 
meet with a friend indulgent enough to attend to us. How 
many, in all the variety of characters with whom I am ac- 
quainted, could I'find after the strictest search, to whom I 
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could write as 1 do to you ? I hope the number will increase, 

I am sure it cannot easily be diminished 

Poor 1 1 have hea^ the whole of his history, and can 

only lament what I am sure I can make no apology for. Two 
of my friends have been cut off, dunng my illness, in the 
midst of such a life as it is frightful to reflect upon , and 
here am I, in better health and spirits than I can almost re- 
member to have enjoyed before after having spent months 
in the apprehension of instant death How mystenous arc 
the ways of Providence ' Why did I receive grace and mercy? 
Why was I preserved, afflicted for my good, received, as I 
trust, into favour and blessed with the greatest happiness I 
can ever know or hope for in this life, while these were over- 
taken by the great arrest, unawakened, unrepenting, and every 
way unprepared font? His infinite wisdom, to whose in- 
finite mercy I owe it all, can solve these questions, and none 
beside him. If a free-thinker, as many- a man miscalls him- 
self, coyld be brought to give a serious answer to them, he 
would certaiqly say — “Without doubt, sir, you was in great 
danger, you nnd a marrow escape, a most fortunate one in- 
deed ’ How excessively foolish, as well as shocking ' As 
if life depended upon luck, and all that we are or can be, all 
that we Inve or hope for, could possibly be referred to acc i- 
dent ' Yet to this freedom of thought it is owing that He, 
who, as our S.'iviour tell us, is thoroughly apprized of the 
death ot the meanest of his creatures, is supjwsed to IcMve 
those iMioni he has made in his own image, to the mercy of 
chan-'c , and to this therefore it is likewise owing that the 
correction which our heavenly Father bestows upon us, that 
wc may be fitted to receive his blessing, is so often disap- 
pointed of Its benevolent intention, .and that men despise 
the ch I'tening of the Almighty Fevers and all diseases are 
accidents , and long life, recovery at least from sickness, is 
the gift ot the physician No man can he a greater friend to 
the use of means upon these occasions than myself, for it 
were presumption and enthusiasm to neglect them. God 
has endued them with salutary properties on purpose that 
> we might avail ourselves of them, otherwise that part of his 
creation were in vain But to impute our recovery to the 
medicme, and to carry our views no further, is to rob God of 
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his honour, and is saying in effect that he has (iaited with 
the keys of Kte and death, and, by giving to a diUg the 
power to heal us, has placed our lives out of his own reach. 
He that thinks thus may as well fall upon his knees at once 
and return thanks to the medicine that cured hin^ for it 
was certainly more immediately instrumental in his recovery 
than either the apothecary or the doctor. My dear cousin, 
a firm persuasion of the supenntendence of Providence over 
all OUT concerns is absolutdy necessary to our happiness. 
Without It, we cannot be said to believe in the Senpture, or 
practise any thing like resignation to his will. If 1 am con- 
vinced that no affliction can befall me without the permis- 
sion of (lod, 1 am convinced likewise that he secs and knows 
that I am afflicted , bclievin ' this, I must in the same degree 
believe that, if I pray to him for deliverance, he hears me, I 
must needs know likewise with equal assurance diat, if he 
hears, he will also deliver me, if that will upon the whole be 
most conducive to my happiness , and if he does not deliver 
me, I may be well assured that he has none but thd most be 
ncvolent intention in declining it. He made us^ not because 
ae could add to his happiness, which was always perfect but 
that we might be happy ourselves , and will he not in all his 
dispensations towards us, even in the minutest, consult that 
end for which he made us ? To suppose the contrary, is 
(which we are not always aware of) affronting every one of 
his attributes , and at the same time the certain consequence 
of disbelieving his care for us is, that we renounce utterly 
our dependence upon him In this view it will appear plain- 
ly that the line of duty is not stretched too tight, when we 
arc told that we ought to accept every thing at his hands as 
a blessing, and to he thankful even while we smart under the 
rod of iron with which he sometimes rules us. Without 
this persuasion, every blessing, however we may think our- 
selves happy in it, loses its greatest recommendation, and 
every affliction is intolerable Death itself must be welcome 
to him who has this faith, and he who has it not must aim 
at It, if he IS not a madman 

You cannot think how glad I am to hear you are going to 
commence lady and mistress of *Freemantle. I know it well 
and could go to if from Southampton blmdfold. You axe 
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kind to invite me to it, and I shall be so kind to myself as 
to accept the invitation, though I should tfot for a slight 
consideration be prevailed upon to quit my beloved retire- 
ment at Huntingdon. 

Yours ever, W C. 

*FrMiiwatla,,s villa near Southampton 

XIII. 

THE UNWmS-OTHEB ▲OQUAlNTAEOfi AT 
HTJNTINaDOH. 

TO LADY HESKETH 

HY DESK oousix, Huntingdon, Sopt 14, 1705 

The longer I hve here, the better I like the place, and 
the peopla who belong to it I am upon very good terms 
with no less than live families, besides two or three odd 
scrambling fellows like myseV The last acquaintance I 
made here is with the race of the Unwins, consisting of 
father and mo\her, son and daughter, the most comfortable 
soaal folks you ever knew. The son is about twenty-one 
years of age, one of the most unreserved and amiable young 
men I ever conversed with. He is not yet amved at that« 
time of life, when suspicion recommends itself to us in > 
the form of wisdom, and sets every thing but our own dear i 
selves at an immeasurable distance from our esteem and'> 
confidence. Consequently he is known almost as soon as 
seen, and having nothing in his heart that makes it necessary 
for him to keep it barred and bolted, opens it to the perusal 
even oi a stranger. The father is a cleigyman, and the son 
IS designed for orders. The design, however, is quite his 
own, proceeding m^ly from his being and having always 
been sincere in his belief and love of the Gospel Anothin 
acquaintance I have lately made is with a Mr. Nicholson, 
a North country divine, very poor, but very good, and very 
happy. I{e reads prayers here twice a ^y, all the year 
round , and travels vm foot to serve two chuiches every 
Sunday through the year, his journey out and home again 
bemg sixteen miles. I supped with him last night He 
gave me bread and cheese, and a black jug of ale of his 
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own brewing, arid doubtless brewed by his own faandst 

Another of m/ acquaintance is Mr , a thin, tall, old 

man, and as good as he is thm He drinks nothing but 
water, and eats on flesh , partly (I believe) from a religious 
scruple (for he is very religious), and partly in the spint of 
a valetudinarian. He is to be met with every morning of 
his life, at about six o’clock at a fountain of very fine 
water, about a mile from the town, which is reckon^ ex- 
tremely like the Bristol spring Being both early risers, 
and the only early walkers in the place, we soon became 
acquainted His great piety can be equalled by nothing f 
but his great regularity, for he is the most perfeet time-piece j 

in the world I have received a visit likewise from Mr. . < 

He IS very much a gentleman, well read, and sensible. I am 
persuaded, in short, that if I had the choice of all England, 
where to fix my abode, I could not have chosen better for 
myself, and most likely I should not have chosen so well 
You say, you hope it is not nrocssary for salvation, to 
undergo the same afflictions that I have undergone No I 
my dear cousin God deals with his children' as a merciful 
father , he docs not, as he himself tells us, afflict willingly 
the sons of men Doubtless there are many, who, having 
been placed by his good providence out of the reach of any 
great evil and tlic influence of bad example, have from their 
very infancy been partakers of the grace of his Holy Spirit, 
in such a manner as never to have allowed themselves in 
any grievous offence against him. May you love him more 
and more day by day , as every day, while you think upon 
him, you will find him more worthy of your love : and may 
you be finally accepted with him for His sake, whose inter- 
cession for all his faithful servants cannot but prevail ' 

Yours ever, . W. C. 

XIV. 

aSATlTTJDE FOB LADY ffS FBIEND8HIF. 

TO LADY HESKETH 

MY nxAB COUSIN, HuDtingdon, Oot 10, 176IL 

I SHOULD grumble at vour long silence, if I did not 
know that one maydove one’s fnends very well, though one 
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is not always in the humour to write to th^m Besides, I 
have the satisfaction of being perfectly sure that you have 
at least twenty times recollect^ the debt you owe me, and 
as often resolved to pay it ■ and perhaps while you remain 
indebted to me, you think of me twice as often as you 
would do, if the account was clear. These are the reflections 
with which I comfort myself, under the affliction of not 
hearing from you ; my temper does not incline me to 
jealousy, and if it did, I should set all right by having 
recourse to what I have already received from you 
1 thank God for your friendship, and for every friend I 
have , for all the pleasing circumstances of my situation 
here, for my health of body, and perfect serenity of mind. 
To recollect the past, and compare it with the present, is 
all I have need of to fill me with gratitude , and to bo 
grateful is to be happy Not that I think myself suffi- 
ciently thankful, or that I shall ever be so in this life The 
warmest heart perhaps only feels by fits, and is often as 
insensibltfas tjie coldest 'ITiis, at least, is frequently the 
case with mine, and oftencr than it should lie But the 
mercy that ran forgive iniquity will never be severe to 
mark our frailties , to that mercy, my dear cousin, 1 com- 
mend you, with earnest wishes for your welfare, and remain 
your very affectionate, W C 


XV. 

MISS Am) MBS Tmwni. 

10 LAUr HKSKKTH 

Hantingdon, Oct. 18, 1765 

I wisM you joy, ray dear cousin, of being safely arrived 
in port from the storms of Southampton For my own 
pa^ who am but as a 'lliames wherry, in a world full of 
tempest and commotion, I know so well the value of the 
creek I ha^: put into, .and the snugness it alfords me, that 
1 have a sensible sympathy with you in the pleasure you 
find in being once more blown to Droxford I know enough 
of Miss Morley to send her my compliments ; to which, if 
I had never seen her affitotion for you* would sufficiently 
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entitle her If I neglected to do it sooner, it is onty because 
I am naturallys£pt to neglect what I ought to do ; and if I 
was as genteel as I am negligent, I should be the most 
delightfol creature in the universe. 

I am glad you think so favourably of my Huntingdon ac- 
quaintance , they are indeed a nice set of folks, and suit me 
exactly. I should have been more particular m my account 
oS Miss Unwin, if I had had matenals for a minute descnp- 
tion She is about eighteen years of age, rather handsome and 
genteel. In her mother’s company she says little , not be- 
cause her mother requires it of her, but because she seems 
glad of that excuse for not talking, being somewhat inchned 
to bashfulness There is the most remarkable cordiality 
between all the parts of the family ; and the mother and 
daughter seem to dote upon each other. The first time I 
went to the house I was introduced to the daughter alone ; 
and sat with her near half an hour, before her brother 
came in, who had appointed me to call upon him. Talking 
IS necessary in a to distinguish the persons of 

the drama from the chairs they sit on ■ accordingly she 
talked a great deal, and extremely well ; and, like the rest 
of the family, behaved with as much ease of address as if 
we had been old acquaintance. She resembles her mother 
in her great piety, who is one of the most remarkable 
instances of it I have ever seen They are altogether the 
cheerfulest and most engaging family-piece it is possible to 
conceive. 

Since I wrote the above, I met Mrs Unwin in the 
street, and went home with her She and I walked toge- 
ther near two hours in the garden, and had a conversation 
which did me more good than I should have received from 
an audience of the first prince in Europe. That woman is 
a blessing to me, and I never see her without being the better 
of her company. I am treated in the fiimily as if I was a near 
relation, and havebeen repeatedly invited to call upon them 
at all times. You know what a shy fellow lam* I cannot • 
prevail with myself to make so much use of this • pnvilege as 
I am sure they intend I should ; but perhaps this awkward- 
ness will wear off hereafter It was my earnest request before 
I left St. Alban’s that wherever it mght please provideqee 
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to dispose of me, I might meet with snch an acquaint 
tance as I find m Mrs. Unwm How happy^ is to believe, 
with a steadfast assurance, that our petitions are heard even 
while we are making them ; and how delightful to meet 
with a proof of it in the effectual and actual grant of them < 
Surely it is a gracious finishing given to those means, which 
the Almighty has been pleas^ to make use of for my con- 
version. After having b^ deservedly rendered unfit for 
any society, to be ogam qualified for it, and admitted at once 
into the fellowship of those whom God regards as the ex- 
cellent of the earth, and whom, in the emphatical language 
of Scripture, he preserves as the apple of his eye, is a bless- 
ing which carries with it the stamp nod visible superscnption 
of divine bounty, — a grace unlimited as undeserved , and, 
like Its glorious Author, free in its course, and blessed in its 
operation < . 

My dear cousin ' health and happiness, and above all, the 
favour of our great and gracious Ixird, attend you ' While 
we suck It in spirit and in truth, wc are infinitely more secure 
of It than of thi! next breath wc cxiicct to draw He.i\en 
and earth have their destined periods , ten thousand worlds 
will vanish at the consumiuntton of all thing , but the word 
of God standeth fast , and they who trust in him shall never 
be confounded. 

My love to .ill who inquire after me 

Yours affectionately, W C, 

XVI. 

HTJNTINaDOir, HIS FESFEOT OONTENTHEITT 
THEBE. 

TO MVJOK COWFBR, \T THE PARK HOUSE, NEAR ffARTtORD, 
NT DKAB HAJOO, Huntingdon, Oct, 18, 1765 

I HAVE neither lost the use of my fingers nor my memory, 
though my ipiaccountahle silence might incline you to sus- 
pect that 1 haA lost both. The history of those things which 
have, from time to time, prevented my scribbling, would not 
only be insipid but extremely voluminous ; for which reasons 
they will not make their appearance at present, nor probably 

3 
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at any time hereafter. If my neglecting to write to you 
were a proof tiiat I had never thought of you, and that had 
been really the case, five shillings a piece would have been 
much too little to give for the sight of such a monster I But 
1 am no such monster, nor do I perceive in myself the least 
tendency to such a transformation, You may recollect 
that 1 had but very uncomfortable expectations of the accom- 
modation I should meet with at Huntingdon. How much 
better IS It to take our lot, where it shall please Providence 
to cast It, without anxiety 1 Had I chosen for myself, it is 
impossible I could have fixed upon a place so agreeable to 
me in all respects I so much dreaded the thought of 
having a new acquaintance to make, with no other recommen- 
dation than that of being a perfect stranger, that I heartily 
wished no creature here might take the least notice of me. 
Initead of which, in about two months after my arrival, I 
became known to all the vi* liable people here, and do 
verily tliink it the most agreeable neighbourhood I ever saw 
Here are three families who have received nie with the 
utmost civility , and two in particular liave treated me with 
as much cordiality as if their pedigrees and mine had grown 
upon the same sheci>-skin. Besides these, there are three or 
lour single men who suit my t empe r to a hair The town is 
one of the neatest in England Tme country is fine, for seve- 
ral miles about it , and the roads, which arc all turnpike, 
and strike out four or five difierent ways, are perfectly good 
.ill the year round I mention this latter circumstance chief- 
ly liccausc my distance from Cambridge has made a horse- 
man of me at last, or at least is likely to do so My brother 
and I meet every week, by an alternate reciprocation of in- 
tercourse, as Sam Johnson would express it, sometimes I 
get a lift in a neighbour’s chaise, but generally ride. As to 
my own personal condition, I am much happier than the 
day is long, and sunshine and candlelight see me perfectly 
1 ontented I get books m abundance, as much company as 
1 choose, deal of comfortable leisure, and enjoy bjetter health, 
1 think, than for many years past What is sthere wan ting 
to make me happy ? Nothing, if I can but be as thankful as 
1 ought , and I trust that He who has bestowed so many 
bltisiings upon me, will give me gratitude to crown them 
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all. I beg you will give my love to nky dear cousin Mtinii, 
and to every body at the Park. If Mrs. Mi[f!t1and, is with 
you, as 1 suspect by a pa.ssage m Lady Hesketh’s letter ta 
me, pray remember me to her very affectionately And bc< 
lieve me, my dear fnend, ever yours. W. C 

XVII. 

TEE VNWIN8-MEE PBOEE TO OVEBVALEB THEIB 
OWECntOLE. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

DBAB JOB, Oct. 25, 17b.* 

I AM afraid the month of October has proved rather 
unfavourable to the htOe asstmhlie at Southampton , high 
winds and • continual rains being bitter enemies to that 
agreeable lounge, which you and I arc equally found of 
I have very coidially betaken myself to my books, and my 
fireside ; and s.eIdom leave them unless for exercise I 
have added another family to the number of those I was 
acquainted with when you were here. Their name is 
Unwin — the most agreeable people imaginable , quite 
sociable, and as free from the ceremonious civility of coun- 
try gentlefolks as any I over met with. They treat mi* 
more like a near relation than a stranger, and their house is 
alw.nys open to me. The old gentleman carries me to Cam- 
bridge in his chaise. He is a man of learning and good 
sense, and as simple as parson Adams. His wife has a 
very uncommon understanding, has read much to excellent 
puqiose, and is more polite tlran a duchess. The son who 
belongs to Cambridge^ is a most amiable young man, and 
the daughter quite of a piece with the rest of the family. 
They sec but little company, which suits me exactly , go 
when I will, I find a house full of peace and cordiality in 
all Its parts, and I am sure to hear no scandal, but such 
discourse ipstead of it as we are all better for. You re- 
member Rousseau’s description of an English morning ; 
such are the mornings I spend with these good people ; 
and the evenings differ from them in nothing, except that 
they are still more snug, apd quieter. Eow I know them, 
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I wonder that | liked Huntingdon so well before I knew 
them, and am %pt to think I should find every place dis- 
agreeable that had not an Unwin belonging to it. 

This incident convinces me of the truth of an observation 
1 have often made, that when we circumscribe our estimate 
of all that IS clever within the limits of our own acquaintance 
(which I at least have been always apt to do), we are 
guilty of a very uncharitable censure upon the rest of the 
world, and of a narrowness of thinking disgraceful to our- 
selves. Wapping and Rednff may contain some of the 
most amiable persons living, and such as one would go to 
Wapping and Rednff to make acquaintance with You 
remember Mr Gray’s stanza — 


“Pull many a gem of purest ray serene, 

The dark unfathom'd caves of ocean heax ; 

Pull many a flower is bom to blush unsenn. 

And waste its sweetness on the desert air^ 

Yours, dear Joe, W. C 


XVIII 

OOWFBB ABOUT TO LODGE AMD BOARD WITH 
THE BEV. MB. UMWIM. 


TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ 

DEABJOE, Nov. 5, 1765. 

1 WROTE to you about ten days ago. 

Soliciting a quick return of gold, 

To purchase certain horse that like me well 

Either my letter or your answer to it, I fear, has mis- 
carried. The former, I hope , beause a miscarriage of the 
latter might be attended with bad consequences. 

I find It impossible to proceed any longer in my present 
course, without danger bankruptcy I have theiWore en- 
tered into an agreement with the Rev. Mr Unwin, to 
lodge and board with him. The family are the most 
agreeable in the world. They live in a special good hous^ 
and in a very genteel way. They are all exactly what I 
would wish Aem to be, and I know I shall be as happy 
with them as I can be on this side of the sum I did not 
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dream of this matter till about five days .ago but now the 
whole IS settled I sh.a11 transfer myscll thitlier as soon as 
1 have satisfied all demands upon me here 

Vours eaer, W C 

1 know nobody so like Mrs Unwin as my Aunt Mad.in, 
1 don’t mean in person, for she is a much younger woman, 
but in character. 


\1X 

OEOLIKINa TO BEAD LAW-LEOTTTBES AT 
LTONS' INN. 

TO JUShPM HILL, ESQ 

DEAR SPIUIDS, Nov 8, I7b) 

NoiwiiKsTCNniNO it IS SO agreeable a thing to read 1 aw 
Lectures t§ the Students of Lyons’ Inn, especially to the 
reader hitnself, 1 nnist beg leave to waive it. Danby 
Pickering snust be the happy man , and I he-artily wish liim 
jo> of his dcpirt>ship As to the treat, 1 think if it goes 
before the lecture, it will be apt to blunt the apprehension 
of the students and if it comes afler, it may erase from 
their memories impressions so newly made. I could wish, 
therefore, that for their liencht and behoof, this circum- 
btance were omitted But if it be absolutely necessar), 1 
hope Mr Salt, or whoever takes the conduct of it, will see 
that It be man.-iged with the frugality and temperance be 
coming so learned a body I shall be obliged to you if 
you will present my respects to Mr Treasurer Salt, and 
espress iiiy concern at the same time, that he had the 
trouble of sending me two letters upon this occasion 'i'hc 
first of tl em never came to hand 

I think the Welshman must morns ; — what think you 7 
If he withdraws to his native mountains we shall never 
(..Itch him , so the best way is to let him run in debt no 
longer. , 

\a to E— , if he will listen to anything, it must be to a 
remonstrance from you. A letter has no more effect upon 
him than a messenger sent up to a paper kite ; and he will 
make me pay the postage of all my epistles into the bargain. 
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I shah be! ofbbged to you if you will tdl me whether iiiy 
exchequer is fftll or empty, and whether the revenue of 
last year is yet come in, that I may proportion mty pay- 
ments to the exigencies of tny affairs. 

My dear Sephus, give my love to your family, and be- 
lieve me much obliged to you for your invitation. At pre- 
sent 1 am in such an unsettled eondhion, that I can think 
of nothing but laying the foundation of my future abode 
at Unwin's. My bang a<|giitted there, is the effect of the 
neat good nature and friendly turn of that family, who I 
nave great reason to believe are as desirous to do me ser- 
vice as they could be after a much longer acquamtance. 
Let your next, if it comes a weeh hence, be dmected to me 
there. 

The greatest part of the law books ate those which Lord 
Cowper gave me. Those, and the very few which I 
bought myself, are all at the Major’s service. 

Stroke puss’s back the wrong way and it will p>it her in 
mind of her master. ' 

Yours ever, W. C. 

XX. 

A LtifTEK SSLATHra TO ttU AFFAIRS, 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

IfEAM nraos, Psc. 3, 1705. 

That I may return as particular an answer to your letter 
as possible, I will take it tiem by tfem. 

First, then, I rejoice with you in the Victory you have 
obtained over the Welshman's pocket. The reluctance 
with which he pays, and promises to pay, gives me but 
little concern, further than as it seems to threaten you with 
the trouble of many fruitless applications hereafter, in the 
receipt of my lordship’s rents. 

Secondly, 1 am glad that you have received some money 
on my account , and am still more pleased that you have so 
much in bank, after the remittances already made. But 
that which increases my joy to the highest pitch of pos- 
sible augmentation, is, that you etpect to receive more 
shortly. * , 
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Thirdly, 1 should be quite tn lapfures witil the faif pro- 
tnises of Mr. E — , if 1 believed he was in earnest. But the 
propensity of that gentleman to indulge hiiiiself in a jocular 
humour upon these serious occasions, though it is very 
entertaining, is not quite so good a joke as the performance 
of those promises would be. But men of vrit are apt to be 
a little whimsical. 

Fourthly, I do recollect that I myself am a little guilty 
of what I blame so much in Mr E — in the last letter 
I wrote you, having returned you so facetious an answer to 
your serious enquiry concerning the entertainment to be 
given or not to be given to the gentlemen of New Inn, that 
you must needs have been at a loss to collect from it my 
teal intentions My sincere desire, however, in this respect 
is, that they may fast , and being suppported in this resolu- 
tion, not only by an assurance that I can, therefore ought 
to make tfliettcr use of my money, but also by the examples 
of mv predecessors in the same business, Mr Barnnctim 
and Mr Schuta, I have no longer any doubt concerning the 
propnety of condemning them to abstinence upon tins 
occasion , and cannot but wish that point may be earned, 
if it can be done without engaging you in the trouble of my 
disagree.xblc haggling and twisting, and wriggling to save 
my money 

Lastly, if I am not mistaken, I owe Thurlow five guineas 
Be so kind as to pay him when he happens to fill in your 
way. Yours, my dear Joe, W. C 

The fire or the general election begins to smoke here 
already. 

im. 

XXI. 

Bts ACOOtrm with ob. oottoit-mobe debts 

TEAS HOBET-NO OTTBIOBITT OONCEBBlNa 
OOLUAirs NEW PLAT. 

To JOSEPH HILL, ESQ 

Ht dbau sRPHtfS, Huntingdon, March, 10, 1766 

I THINK the remainder of Dr Cotton’s jiccount is sixty-five 
pounds. I should have wlvised the payment of it before 
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this time, but tlve time of genefal payment advances apace, 
and 1 have beAi afraid of wanting money for other purposes. 
In the pleasant month of May, I intend to discharge a half- 
year’s reckoning with Mrs Unwin. Soon after that I shall 
have servants’ wages to pay, and half-a-year’s maintenance of 
a small youth whom I brought with me by way of pensioner 
from St Alban’s. The whole amount of these three articles 
will be about sixty pounds If, tn these arcumstances, and 
iH this situation, you think I can afford to quit scores with 
the little Doctor I shall be obliged to you if you will do it 
forthwith You may contrive, when you send him the cash, 
to ask whether he is fully p.iid or no, and if not, how much 
remains due, and unsatisfied More debts than money has 
been my distress this many a d.i>, and is likely to con- 
tinue so 

I have not seen the new play, nor is my (furiosity so 
much agog, as one would have expected \Ve Mve much 
out of the theatrical sphere My connexion with Colman 
IS probably at an end, and it would give me therclore more 
pain tlian pleasure to read his productions 1 Ii.uc seen the 
Epilogue and think it wondei^ully silly I ask I'anny’s 
pardon, for I recollect it is Garrick’s My love to your 
family 

Yours, my dear Sephus, WM COWPER 

Remember me to my Uncle when you see him 


XXII 

PEARSALL’S HEDITATIONS-MBS. UNWIN AND 
HEB SON-MABTIN MADAN. 

TO MRS. COWPFK, AT THE PARK HOUSP, NEVR HARTlORD 
lir DEAR (XJUSIN 

I AM much obliged to you for Pearsall’s Meditations, espe- 
cially as It furnishes me with an occasion of writing to you, 
which IS all I have waited for My friends must excuse me 
if 1 write to none but those who lay it fairly in my way to 
do so The inference I am apt to draw from their silence 
is, that they with me to be silent Voo. 
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t have great reason, my dear cousin, to be thankful to the 
gracious Providence that conducted me to tins place 'I'he 
lady in whose house 1 live is so excellent a person, and 
regards me with a friendship so truly Christian, that 1 
could almost fancy my own mother restored to life again, 
to compensate to me for all the fnends I have lost, and all 
my connexions broken She has a son at Cambridge in all 
respects worthy of such a mother, the most amiable young 
man I ever knew. His natural and acquired endowments 
are very considerable , and as to his virtues, I need only 
say, that he is a Christian It ought to be a matter of daily 
thanks-giving to me, that I am admitted into the society of 
such persons , and I pray God to make me, and keep me, 
worthy of them. 

Your brother Martin has been very kind to me, having 
written to me tnice in a style which, though it was once irk- 
some to me, to say the least, 1 now know how to value 1 
pray God to forgive me the many light things I have both 
said and thought of him and his labours Hereafter I shall 
consider lum as a burning and a shining light, and as one of 
those “who having turned many to righteousness, shall shine 
hcre.'ifter as the stars for ever and ever.” 

So much for the state of ray heart, , as to my spirits, I am 
cheerful and happy, and having peace with God have peace 
within myself For the continuance of this blessing I trust 
to Him who gives it : and they who trust in Him shall never 
be confounded. 

Yours aflectionatcly, W C. 

Huntingdon, at the Rev Mr Unwin’i, 

Mnroh 13, 1766 


XXIII. 

LETTERS A FRUIT OP FRIENDBHIP-HIS FORUER 
AND PRESENT EEUGIOUS STATE. 

TO MRS COWPER, .VT THE PARK HOUSE, H\RTFORD. 

MT BKAB COUSIN, April 4, 176a 

I AGREE with you that letters are not essential to friend- 
ship ; but they seem to be a natural fruit of it, when they 
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are the only inteicouise that can be had And a fnend- 
ship producing no sensible effects is so like indifference, 
that the appearance may easily deceive even an acute 
discerner. I retract however all that t said in my last upon 
this subject, having reason to suspect that it proceeded from 
a principle which 1 would discourage in myself upon all 
occasion!!, even a pride that felt itself hurt Upon a mere 
suspicion of neglect I have so much cause for humility, 
and so much need of it too, and every little sneaking re- 
sentment IS such an enemy to it, that I hope I shall never 
give quarter to any thing that appears in the shape or 
sullcnncss, or self-consequence hereafter Alas 1 if my 
best Priend, who laid down His life for me, were to re- 
member all the instances in which I have neglected Him, 
and to plead them agaiUst me in judgment, where should 1 
hide my guilty head in the day of recompense 7 •! will pray 
therefore for blessings upon my friends even though they 
cease to be so, and upon my enemies though they continue 
such. The deceitfulness of the natural heaft is inconceiv- 
able I know well that I passed upon my friends for a 
person at least religiously inchned, if not actually religious ; 
and what is more wonderful, I thought myself a Christian, 
when I had no faith in Chnst, when 1 saw no beauty in him 
that I should desire him , in short when I had neither faith 
nor love, nor any Chnstian grace whatever, but a thousand 
seeds of rebellion instead, evermore springing up in enmity 
against him. But blessed be God, even the God who is 
become my salvation, the hail of affliction, and rebuke for 
sin has swept away the refuge of lies. It pleased the Al- 
mighty in great mercy to set ail my misdeeds before me. 
At length, the storm being past, a quiet and peaceful sereni- 
ty of soul succeeded, such as ever attends the gift of lively 
faith in the all-sufficient atonement, and the sweet sense of 
mercy and pardon purchased by the blood of Chnst. 
Thus did He break me and bind me up , thus did he 
wound me, and his hands made me whole , My dear 
cousin, I make no apology for entertaining you srith the 
history of my conversion, because I know you to be a 
Christian in the sterling import of the appellation. This is, 
however, but a vei^ summary account of the matter, neither 
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Woul4 a letter contain the astonishing particulars of )t> 
If we ever meet again in this world, I will Mate them to 
you by word of mouth , if not, they will serve for the sul>< 
ject of a conference in the next, where I doubt not I shall 
remember ai^d record them wt^ a gratitude better suited 
to the subject 

Yourb, my dear cousin, affectionate^, W. C. 

XXIV. 

WHETHER DEPARTED SPIRITS HlfOW BAOH OTHER. 

TO MRS COWPER, AT rH^ PARK HOUSE; HARTFORD. 

MY DKAB coubix, Apnl 17, 1768. 

As in njatters unattainable by reason, and unrevealed in 
the Scripture, it is impossible to argue at all , so, in matters 
concerning which reason can only give a probable guess, 
and the Scripture has made no explicit discovery, it is 
though no^. impossible to argue at all, yet impossible to 
argue to any certain conclusion This seems to me to be 
the very case with the point in question reason is able to 
form many plausible conjectures concerning the possibility 
of our knowing each other in a future state , and the Senp- 
ture has, here and there, favoured us with an expression 
that looks at least like a slight intimation of it , but because 
a conjecture can never amount to a proof, and a slight in- 
timatioii cannot be construed into a positive assertion, 
theretorc 1 think we can never come to any absolute con- 
clusion upon the subject We may indeed reason about 
pi lusibility of our conjectures, and we may discus^ with 
great industry and shrewdness qf argument, those passages 
in the St rpture which seeiq to favour the opinion, but 
still, no certain means having been afforded us, no certain 
end can be attained , and after all that can be said, it will 
still be doubtful whether we shall know each other or not 
As to a^uments founded upon human reason only, it 
would be easy to muster up a much greater number on the 
affirmative side of the question, than it would be worth my 
while to write or yours to read. Let us see, therefore, what 
the Scripture says, or seeips to say, towaitis the proof of it 
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and of this kin^ of argument also I shall insert but a few of 
those which s£em to me to be the fairest and clearest for the 
purpose. For after all, a disputant on either side of this 
question is in danger of that censure of our blessed Lord’s, 
"Ye do err, not knowing the Scnpture, nor the power 
of God.” 

As to parables^ I know it has been said, in the dispute con> 
cerning Ae intermediate state, that they are not aigumenta- 
tive , but this having beeq controverted by very wise and 
good men, and the parable of Dives and I^irus having 
been used by such to prove an intermediate state, I see not 
why It may not be as fairly used for the proof of any other 
matter which it seems fairly to imply In this parable we 
see that Dives is represented as knowing I.azarus and Abra- 
ham as knowing them both, and the discourse between them 
IS entirely concerning their respective characters and cir- 
cumstances upon earth Here, therefore, our Saviour seems 
to countenance the notion of a mutual knowledge and re- 
collection , and if a soul that has perished shall know the 
soul that IS saved, surely the heirs of salvation shall know 
and re''oIlect each other 

In the first epistle to the Thessalonians, the second chap- 
ter, and nineteenth v.:r3e, St Paul says, "What is our hope, 
or ]oy, or crown of rejoicing ? Are not even ye in the pre- 
sence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming P For ye are 
our glory and joy” 

As to the hope which the Apostle has formed concerning 
them, he himself refers the accomplishment of it to the 
coming of Christ,i'ncaning that then he should receive the r&i 
compense of his labours in their behalf, his joy and glory he 
refers likewise to the same period, both which would result 
from the sight of such numbers redeemed by the jilessing of 
God upon his ministration, when he should present them be- 
fore the great Judge, and say, in the words of a greater than 
himself, “Lo ' I, and the children whom thou hast given 
me ” This seems to imply that the Apostle should know 
the converts, and the converts the Apostle, at least at the 
Day of Judgment , and if then, why not afterwards ? 

See also the fourth chapter of that epistle, verses 13, 14, 
16, which I have n'bt room to trapsenbe. Here the Apostle 
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comforts them under their affliction for their deceased bre- 
thren, exhorting them “not to sorrow as withoht hope and 
what IS the hope by which he teaches them to support their 
spirits ? Even this, “that them which sleep in Jesus shall 
God bring with him ” In other words, and by a fair para- 
phrase surely, telling them they are only taken from them 
for a season, and that they should receive them at their 
resurrection 

If you can take off the force of these texts, my dear cousin 
you will go a great way towards shaking my opinion ; if not, 
I think they must go a great way towards shaking yours. 

The reason why I did not send you my opinion of Pearsall 
was, because I had not then read him , I have read him 
since, and like him much, especially the latter part of him ; 
but you have whetted my cunosity to see the last letter by 
tearing it out unless you can give me a good reason why I 
should not see it, I shall inquire for the book the first time 
I go to Cambridge. Perhaps I may be partial to Hervey 
for the sakd of his other writings , but I cannot give Pearsall 
the preference td him, for I think him one of the most scrip- 
tural writers in tlie aorld 

Yours, W C 


XXV, 

WHETmiB THEY BEOOLLEOT THEIB CWNDITIOIf 
ON EABTH. 

TO MRS COWPFR, AT THF PARK HOUSK, HARTFORD 
M\ nF*p cousiir, April 18, 176S 

Having gone as far as I thought needful to justify the 
opinion of our meeting and knowing each other hereafter, 
I find, upon reflection, that 1 have done but half my busi- 
ness, and that one of the questions you proposed remains 
entirely unconsidcred, vi/ “Whether the things of our 
present state will not be of too low and mean a nature to 
engage our thoughts or make a part of our communications 
in heaven.” 

The common and ordinary occurrences of life, no doubt, 
and even the ties of kindred, and of all temporal interests, 

i 
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will be entirely discarded from amongst that happy society ; 
and possibly, bven the remembrance of them done away. 
But It does not therefore follow that our spiritual concerns, 
even in this hfe, will be forgotten , neither do I think that 
they can ever appear trifling to us in any the most distant 
period of eternity God, as you say in reference to the Scrip* 
ture, will be all in all. But docs not that expression mean 
that, being admitted to so near an approach to our heavenly 
Father and Redeemer, our whole nature, the soul and all its 
faculties, will be employed in praising and adoring him ? 
Doubtless, however, this will be the case , and if so, will it 
not furnish out a glorious theme of thanksgiving, to recollect 
‘ the rock whence we were hcivn, and the hole of the pit 
n hence wc were digged to recollect the lime when our 
t.iith, whit h under the tuition and nurture of the Holy Spirit 
has produced such a plentiful harvest of immortal bliss, was 
as a grain of mustard schkI, small in itself^ promising 
but little fruit, and producing less ? to recollect the van* 
ous attempts that were made upon it, by the Woild, the 
Flesh, and the Devil, and its various tnifmphs over all, 
bv the assistance of God, through our Lord Jesus Chnst ^ 
At present, whatever our convictions may be of the sinful- 
ness and co'ruption of our nature, ne can make but a very 
imperfect estimaio cither of our weakness or our guilt 
Then, no doubt, we shall understand the full value of the 
wn iderful salvation wrought out for us and it seems reason- 
al 'le to suppose, that, m order to form a just idea of our re- 
demption, we shall be able to form a just one of the danger 
we have escaped , when we know how weak and frail we 
were, surely we shall be more able to render due praise and 
honour to His strength who fought for us , when wc know 
completely the hatctulness of sin in tlje sight of God, and 
how deeply we were tainted by it, we shall know how to 
value the blood by which we were cleansed as we ought. 
The twenty-four elders, in the fifth of the Revelations, give 
glory to God for their redemption out of every kindred, 
and tongue, and people, and nation This surely implies a 
retrospei t to their respective conditions upon earth, and 
that each remembered out of what particular kindred and 
nation he had been redeemed , and if so, then surely the 
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minutest cireumstance of then redemption d[d not escape 
their memory They who triumph over the Beast, in the 
fifteenth chapter, sing the song of Moses, the servant of 
God , and what was that song ? A sublime record of Israel’s 
deliverance and the destruction of her enemies in the Red 
Sea, typical no doubt of the song which the ledecmed in 
Sion shall sing to celebrate their own salvation, and the de- 
feat of their spintual enemies '-'’This again, implies a recol- 
lection of the dangers they had before encountered, and the 
supplies of strengtl^ and ardour they had in every emergen- 
cy received from the great deliverer out of all These 
quotations do not indeed prove that their warfare upon 
earth includes a part of their converse with each other , hut 
they prove that it is a theme not unworthy to be heard even 
before the throne of God, and therefore it cannot be unfit 
for reciprocal communication 

But you doubt whether there is any communication be- 
tween the. blessed at all , neither do I recollect any Scripture 
that provc^ it, or that bears any relation to the subject But 
reason seems to require it so jieremptorily, that a society with- 
out social intercourse seems to be a solecism, and a contra- 
diction in terms , and the inhabitants of those regions arc 
called, you know, in Scripture, an innumerable company, 
and an assembly, which seems to convey the idea of society 
as clearly as the world itself Human testimony weighs 
but little in matters of this sort, but let it have all the 
weight It can I know no greater names in divinity than 
Watts and Doddridge , they were both of this opinion, ami 
I send you the words of the latter — 

“Our companions in glory may probably assist us by their 
wise and good observations, when we come to make the 
Providen't of God,- here upon earth, under the guidance 
and direction of our Lord Jesus Christ, the subject of our 
mutual converse ” 

Thus, my dear cousin, I have spread out my reasons be- 
fore you foi an opinion which, whether admitted or denied, 
afiects not the state or interest of our soul May our Creator 
Redeemer, and Sanctifier, conduct us into his own 
Jerusalem , where there shall be no night, neither any dark- 
ness at aU ; where we shall be free even from innocent 
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error, and perfect in the light of the knowledge of God in 
the face of Jhsus Christ 

Yours faithfully, W C. 

XXVI. 

FSS88ED FOB MOSST. 

TO UR JOSEPH HILL, 

AT THX CllAKClSBY OmOS. LAKDOX. OB IN CDOKB'S CDOBT, CABBT 

STBBBT, LIMCOLB'i IBM fiBiBB. 

If not At either of the Above pleoee, to be fonrerded to him 
immediAtely, 

DBAB scnius, Aug. IS, 1766. 

Uncektaijt whether or no this will ever reach your 
hands, I shall lay an embaigo upon all that wit and humour 
which generally pours itself out in my epistles, and only 
write the needful 

I have a bill to pay here, and immediate o^sion for 
cash besides. Twenty pounds will answer Doth these enter 
genaes. 1 should be glad, therefore, if my hnanres will 
stretch so far, of a bank note by the first opportunity to 
that amount 

1 am much concerned to bear of Ashley's illness Yop 
Will oblige me by sending me some account of him. 

Yours, dear Joe, Wu COWPER 

XXVII. 

nroBEASiira embabbabbmehtb. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, E$Q. 

DiAB SMFiiin. No data. 

I SENT you a scrap this morning, but the post not being 
yet gone out, I shall troubte you with anoth» scrap, upon 
the subject of yours which 1 have just received^ 

I am soriy my finances are not only exhaust^ but over- 
drawn. This being the case I shall choose to let the 
draper’s bill at this place remain unpaid a while longer, till 
cash comes in. i shall Iowa my demands therefore^ and. 
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instead of tirenty pounds, must l>eg of you, to convey to 
me five guineas for immediate use My lirothcr is gone 
into the North, with no more money than he wants, and 
will return I suppose, wanting more than he luh 1 
thought he had made out our account with Eainonson, for 
I charged him by letter, just before he set out for l.oiidoii, 
not to forget it 

These deficiencies of money frighten me, lest I should 
not be able to continue m this coiufurtable retreat, for I 
shall never, I doubt, find such another Another hall 
year will lie due to Mr Unwin in November, which must 
be paid him at the tune, if I sell the only hundred 1 Imvi 
for the purpose I wai always good at selling It has, .is 
you say, been an expensivu year I sh.ill hope better things 
of the next 

I rejoice with you in the snugness of your situation, .luJ 
if you continue to like it, wish you may always conlinut to 
be in the ;>.ime or just siu h another 

My lovi! atti^ids your family Yours dear Joe. 

Wm COWlM'.k 


XXVIII 

ITEOESSITT OF THIS BELIEF TO HIS OWN COM- 
FOAI -HIS CONSTITUTION SHAKEN. 

TO MR-) eOWPER, AT IIIK PARK IIOUSF, HARriflRri 
MV DEVI. couHiR, Hmiliiijilon, Sept Pi, ITbR 

Ir IS reckoned, you know, a great aehieieincnt to silei.< e 
ail opponent in disputation , and your silence was of sn 
long a ( oniinuance, that I might well begin to iile.i.e 
myself with the .ap]wehension of having aei ompli'-lu.d so 
arduous a matter ’I'u be serious however, 1 .iin not sony 
tliat what I have said concerning our knoivled,'i of e.ti 
other 111 a future state, lias a little inclined you to the .ifiir 
mative For though the redeemed of the Lord shall be 
sure of being as happy in that state as infiniie jiower, em- 
ployed by infinite goodness, can m ike them, and therefore 
It may seem iinnuterial whether we shall, or shsu n<^ 
recollect each other hereadjer, yet our pr&ent happiness at 
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least IS a little.interested in the question A parent, a friend, 
a wife, must 'needs, I think, feel a little heartache at the 
thought of an eternal separation from the objects of her 
: and not to know them, when she meets them ift 
another life, or never to meet them at all, amounts, though 
not alogether, yet nearly to the same thing Rememba 
them I think she needs must To hear that they are happy 
will indeed be no small addition to her own felicity , but 
to see them so, will surely be a greater. Thus at least ft 
appears to our present human apprehension ; consequently, 
therefore, to think that when we leave them, we lose them 
for ever, that we must remain eternally ignorant whether 
they, that were flesh of our flesh, and bone of our bone, 
partake with us of celestial glory, or are disinhented of 
their heavenly portion, must shed a dismal gloom over all 
our present connexions For my own part, tbiS life is such 
a momentary thing, and all its interests have so shrunk in 
my estimation, since by the grace of our l.ord Jesus Christ 
I became attentive to the things of anothqf, tftat, like a 
worm 111 the bud of all my friendships and aflections, this 
very thought would eat out the heart of them all, had I a 
thousand , and were their date to terminate with this life, 
1 think 1 should have no inclination to cultivate and im- 
prove such a fugitive business. Yet friendship is necessary 
to our happiness here , and built upon Christian principles, 
upon which only it can stand, is a thing even of religious 
sanction,— for what is that love which the Holy Spirit, 
speaking by St John, so much inculcates, but friendship ? 
the only love which deserves the name ; a love which can 
toil, and watch, and deny itself, and go to death for its 
brother. Worldly friendships are a poor weed compared 
with this , and even this union of spirit in the bond of 
peace would sufler, in my mind at least, could I think it 
were only coeval with our earthly mansions. It may possi- 
bly argue great weakness in me, m this instance, to stand 
so much in need of future hopes to support* me m the 
discharge of present duty. But so it is -I am far, I know, 
wry far from being perfect in Christian love, oi any other 
divine attamment^ and am therefore unwilling to forego 
whatever may hel|i me in my progress. 
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You are so kind as to inquire after my health, for which 
reason 1 must tell you, what otherwise would not be worth 
mentioning, that I have lately been ]ust enough indisposed 
to convince me that not only human life in general, but 
mine in particular, hangs by a slender thread I am stout 
enough in appearance, yet a little illness demolishes me I 
have had a severe shake, and the building is not so firm as 
It was. But 1 bless God for it with all my heart. If the 
inner man be but strengthened day by day, as, I hope, 
under the renewing influences of the Holy Ghost it will be, 
no matter how soon the outward is dissolved. He who 
has in a manner raised me from the dead, in a literal sense, 
his given me the grace, I trust, to be ready at the shortest 
notice to surrender up to him that life which I have twice 
received from him. Whether I live or die, I desire it may 
be to His glory, and it must he to my happiness 1 thank 
God that I have those amongst m) kindred to whom I 
can write without reserve my !>entimentb upon this subject, 
as I do td yoi^ A letter upon any other subject is mure 
insipid to me than ever my tisk was when a schoolboy , 
and I say not this in vain glory, God forbid ' but to show 
you what the Almighty, whose name 1 am unworthy to 
mention, has done for me, the chief of sinners Once he 
was a terror to me, and his service, on what a weariness it 
was < Now I can say I love him, and his holy name, and 1 
am never so happy as When I speak of his mercies to me- 
Youi's, dear cousin, W. ('. 


XXIX 

Dasemra that stock mat be sold to dis- 

OHABOE ^ ABBEABS TO HILL-HIS 
BBOTHEB’S OABELESSBESS. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ 

DXAB JM, • Oot 9, 1796. 

It would be rather an unreasmable proceeding methmks, 
to trouble you so frequently as f do with my paltry allairs, 
and by way of recompense to makejuse of your money 
without remembering to restore IL That I may act there' 
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fore more in character as a reasonable being, I desire you 
will be so kind as to send me a letter of attorney to 
empower you to sell as much of the hundred pounds as 
my arrears with you amount to. Mr Unwin’s forty guineas 
will be due on the eleventh of November If my treasury 
has been sufficiently replenished to answer that demand, 
or IS likely to be so liefore the time mentioned, well and 
good If not, I must beg you to despatch the whole 
hundred pounds, that the money may be forthcoming. My 
dniper’s bill, amounting to about fourteen pounds, I shall 
endeavour to discharge out of my right breeches pocket, 
which I haix: will be rich enough for the purpose 

.My brother is returned from Yorkshire, and will send you 
a copy of our account with Eamonson. He thought he had 
given you one when he saw you in town, having wnlten it 
out for til, It purpose , but certainly forgot it, a<, he did his 
great coat, which he has left at an inn upon the north road, 
besides basing with the !.ame noble contempt of wealth 
and self-interest, accepted half a moidoru from an innkeeper, 
made of tin, and not worth a tenny I laugh at his care- 
lessness, and so does he. Whether laughing at it be the 
way to cure it, time will show’ 

I direct tlii> to sour offiic lest it should not find you at 
Taplow My love to your family, and believe me ever yours, 

wm cow per 


X\X 

MANNER OF LIFE WITH THE UNWINS -REASONS 
FOB NOT TAHINO ORDERS. 

TO MRS COWPER, AT THE PVRK HOySh, HARTIOKD. 

MS UEAK envsis, Huulingiloii, Oc*. 20, 1760. 

I am very sorry for poor Charles’s illness, and hope you 
will soon have cause to thank God for his complete recosery 
We have an epidemical fever in this country likowise, which 
leaves behind it a continual sighing, alinoat to suffocation , 
not that I have seen arty instance of it, for, blessed be 
God I our lamily have hitherto escaiied it, but such was 
tlis account 1 heard of it this morning 
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I am obliged to you for the interest ^ou take in my 
welfare and for your inquiring so particularly after the 
manner in which my time passes here As to amusements, 
I mean what the world calls such, we have none , the place 
indeed swarms with them, and cards and dancing are the 
professed business of almost all the ^»//e inhabitants of 
Huntingdon We refuse to take part in them, or to be 
accessories to this way of murdering our time, and by so 
doing have acquired the name of Methodists Having 
told you how we do not spend our time, I will next say 
how we do We breakfast commonly between eight and 
nine , till eleven, we read either the Scripture, or the 
sermons of some faithful preacher of those holy ni}steries ; 
at eleven wj attend divine service, which is performed 
here twice every day , and from twelve to three we separate 
and amuse* ourselves as we please During that interval I 
either read in my own apartment, or walk, or nde, or work 
in the garden We seldom sit an hour after dinner, but if 
the weatifcr {^rmits adjourn to the garden, where with 
Mrs. Unwin and her son I have generally the pleasure of 
rehgious conversation till t^-time If it rains, or is too 
windy for walking, we either converse within doors, or sing 
some hymns of Martin’s collection, and by the help of Mrs 
Unwin’s harpsichord make up a tolerable concert, in which 
our hearts, 1 hope, are the best and most musical perfor- 
mers. After lea we sally forth to walk in good earnest 
Mrs Unwin is a good walker, and we have generally 
travelled about four miles before we see home again When 
the days are short, we make this excursion in the former 
part of the day, between church-time and dinner At 
night we read and converse, as before, till supper, and 
commonly finish the evening either with hymns or a sermon; 
and last of all the family are called to prayers. 1 need not 
tell yon, that such a life as this is consistent with the utmost 
cheerfulness, accordingly we are all happy, and dwell 
together ig unity as brethren. Mrs. Unwin has almost a 
maternal affection for me, and I have something very like 
a filial one for her, and her son and I are brothers. Blessed 
be the God of our salvation for such compaiuons, and for 
such a life , above all, for^ heart to like It. 
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I have had ipany anxious thoughts about taking orders, 
and I belie\e every new convert is apt to think himself 
called upon for that purpose , but it has pleased God, by 
means which there is no need to particularize, to give me 
full satisfaction as to the propriety of declining it , indeed, 
they who have the least idea of what 1 have suffered from 
the dread of public exhibitions, will readily excuse my 
never attempting them hereafter. In the meantime, if it 
please the Almighty, I may be an instrument of turning 
many to the truth in a private Way, and I hope that my 
endeavours in this way have not been entirely unsuccessful 
Had I the zeal of Moses, I should want an Aaron to be 
my spokesman 

Yours ever, my dear cousin, W C. 

XXXI 

8TILL OF OFlNlOn THAT THE 8T00H KUSt 
BE SOLD. 

TO JOSEPH mu, ESQ. ' 

nxAii SKnivs, Oct. 27, 17M 

If every dL.ilcr and chapman was connected with credi- 
tors like you, the poor commissioners of bankrupts would 
lie ruined I can only wonder at you, considering my 
knack at runing m debt, and my slender ability to pay 
After all, I am .ifraid that the poor stock must suffer When 
I wrote my last, the payment of my lioy’s lioard was farther 
distant, therefore I suppose it wsis that I did not mention 
it Mr Peacock’s bill too being a growing evil, though at 
that time I thought of paymg it out of my pocket, must I 
find receive its satisfaction from another quarter The 
former of these demands amounts to about six pounds, 
and the latter about sixteen, and has waited so long for 
payment that in a little time my credit and mterest 
in that gentleman will begin to totter My finances will 
never be able to satisfy these craving necessities, with- 
out leaving my debt to you entirely unsatisfied. And 
though I know you are sincere in what you say, and as 
willing to wait for your money as heart can wish, yet qwerty 
whether the next Half year , whiqji will bring its expenses 
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with It, will be more propitious to you than the present ? 
The succeeding half years may bear a clode resemblance 
to their insolvent predecessors continually , and unless we 
break bank some time or other, your proposal of payment 
may be always what it is at present What matters it, there' 
fore, to reprieve the stock, which must come to execution 
at last ? 

I am heartily glad my uncle * has recovered bis spirits ; 
and desire you will remember me to all your associates at 
Taplow I sympathise with you upon the fugitive nature 
of the longest vacation, and wish, for your sake, that the 
chancellor would pack up his great seal, and hold his court 
in your neighbourhood Yours ever, W C, 

XXXII. 

AOCOtn^ OF THE EOT HE BSOnOHT FROM ST. 

ALBAN’S-HIS VIEWS COHCERNUra HIM. 

* f lO JOSIlPIl HILI., ICSQ 

DKAR 8KFII1TS, Nov. ISt, 1766. 

[ iiKFw yesterday for Mr Unwin’s money, and when I 
h.ivo drawn about six pounds more for the young gentle- 
man’s maintenance whose birth and parentage you enquire 
after, I shall h.ave drawn my last fur the present 

He IS the sun of a drunken cobbler at .St Alban’s who 
would probably have starved him to dc.ith by this time, 
or have poisoned him with gm, if Providence had not 
thrown him m my way to rescue him I was glad of an 
opportunity to show some mercy m a place where I had 
received so much , and hope God will give a blessing to 
m> endeavours to pre.servc him. He is a line boy, of a 
good temper and understanding , and if the notice that is 
taken of him by the neighbourhood do not spoil him, will 
probably turn out well for further particulars enquire of 
Dr Cotton 

At piesunt I have thdiights of dealing with him much 
after the same manner, when he is a year or two cider, 


'AaUejr Cowper, Es^. 
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as with my present servant He will be about nine yean 
of age when ifty man leaves me , at which time I think 
of taking him into my service, for he will be old enough to 
do all the business for which I shall want him, and of a 
right age to be Uught the trade and mystery of a breeches- 
niaktf. Tilts, though not so cheap a way as keeping no 
servant, will yet be a eonsiderable saving to me, for I shall 
have but one to maintain instead of two, and in the mean 
time an advantage will result from it, not to be overlooked, 
the secunng him, I mean, from ill examples and bad com- 
pany, which, if I turn him quite loose into another family, 
cannot be so easily done. But after all, my measures in 
this instance, and in all others, are precarious things, be- 
cause my income is so. But Cod will order all for the 
best 

I am sorry my uncle’s disorder still hangs phout him. 

The grief of a wounded spirit is of all the most dreadful, 
(live my sincere love to your family and all my fnends, and 
belietc me dear Joe, , 

Vour’s very affectionately, Wm V^ilOWPER. 


1707. 

XXXIII 

SEJOIODfO TO FUTD HES m AOOOBD WITH HUI- 
MABSHAU. A PATOTTBITE AHTHOB. 

TO MRS. COWPFR 

wr DKAR oohriv, March 11 17V7 

To find those whom I love, clearly and strongly per- 
suaded of evangelical truth, gives me a pleasure supenor 
to any that this world can afford me Judge then, whether 
your letter, in which the body and substance of a saving 
faith is so evidently set forth, could meet with a lukewarm 
reception at my hands, or be entertained with indifference ' 
Would you know the true reason of my loilg silence? 
Conscious that my religious pnnciples are generally ex- 
cepted against, and that the conduct they pi^uoe, wher- 
ever they are heargly maintained, is still more the object 
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of disapprobation than those principles th^selves ; and 
remembering that I had made both the one and the other 
known to you, without having any clear assurance that 
our faith in Jesus was of the same stamp and character ; 
I could not help thinking it possible that you might 
disapprove both my sentiments and practice; that you 
might think the one unsupported by Scripture, and the 
other whimsical and unnecessarily stnct and rigorous, and 
consequently would be rather pleased with the suspension 
of a correspondence, which a difierent way of thinking 
upon so momentous a subject as that we wrote upon, was 
likely to render tedious and irksome to you. 

I have told you the truth from my heart , foigivc me 
these injurious suspicions, and never imagine that I shall 
hear from you upon this delightful theme without a real 
joy, or without prayer to God to prosper you in the way 
of his truth, — his sanctifying and saving truth. The book 
you mention lies now upon my table. Marshall is an old 
, acquaintacnrc of mine I have both read him and heard 
' him read with pleasure and edification. 'Fhe doctrines he 
maintains are, under the influence of the spirit of Christ, 
the very life of my squl, and the soul of all my happiness : 
that Jesus is a present Saviour from the gqilt of sin by his 
most precious blood, and from the power of it by his Spint ; 
that corrupt and wretched in ourselves, in him, and in 
Atm July, we are complete , that being united to Jesus 
by a lively faith, we have a solid and eternal interest in his 
obedience and sufferings, to justify us before the face of our 
heavenly Father , and that all this inestimable treasure, the 
earnest of which is in grace, and its consummation in glory, 
IS given, treely gmn lo us of God , m short, that he hath 
opened the kingdom .of heaven to all behevers These are 
the truths which, by the grace of God, shall ever be dearer 
to me than life itself , shall ever be placed next my heart, 
as the throne whereqn the Saviour himself shall sit, to 
sway all its paotions, and reduce that world of iniquity and 
reliellion to a state qt filial and afl^tionate obedieqce to 
the will of the most Holy, 

These, my dear cousin, am the truths, to which nature 
we are enemies. They debase the siimeit and eioUt tho 
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Saviour, to a degree which the pnde of our hearts, (tilt 
Almighty grace subdues them,) is determined never to 
allow May the Almighty reveal his Son in our hearts 
continually more and more, and teach us to increase in love 
towards him continually, for having us the unspeahablQ 
riches of Christ ' 

Yours feithfully, W. C. 

XXXIV 

INTBODUOINa MB. UNWIN’ S BON-OABDBmMa- 
hbmahita on MAHimfT.T.. 

TO MRS COWPF.R 

MY DRAB consul, March H, 1767. 

T jusi add a line by way of postscript to my last, to 
aiipri/e you of the arrival of a very dear friend of mine at 
the Park on Friday next, the son of Mr Unwin, whom I 
have desired to call on you, in his way from London to 
Hiintini^on If you knew him as acll as I Slo, you would 
love him as much. But I leave the young man to speak 
for himself, which he is very able to do He is ready pos- 
sessed of an answer to every question you can possibly ask 
concerning me, and knows my story from first to last 
I give you this previous notice, because I know you are not 
fond of strange faces, and because I thought it would in 
some degree save him the pain of announcing himself 

I am become a great florist, and shrub-doctor If the 
Major can make up a small packet of seeds, that will make 
a figure ip a garden, where we ha\e little else besides 
jessamine and honcy-suckle , such a packet I mean as may 
be put in one’s fob, I will promise to take great care of them 
as I ought to value natives of the park They must not be 
such however as reijuire great skill in the management, for 
at present 1 have no skill to spare 

I think Marshall one of the best writers, and the most 
spiritual expositor of Sciipture, I ever read. I ^mire the 
streng^th of his argument, and the clearness of his reason- 
ings, upon those parts of our most holy religion which are 
generally least understood, (even by real Christians,) a^ 
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hiasterpieces of the kind. His section upon the union of 
the soul vrith Chnst is an instance of wh&t I mean, m 
which he has spoken of a most mysterious truth with 
admirable perspicuity, and with great good sense, m.iking 
it all the while subservient to his main purport of proving 
holiness to be the fruit and effect of faith 

I subjoin thus much upon that author, because, though 
you desired my opinion of him, I remember that in my last 
1 rather left you to find it out by inference, than expressed 
It as I ought to have done I never met with a man who 
understoi^ the plan of saliration better, or was more happy 
in explain ing it. W. C 

XXXV. 

OOltDEMNS EnCSELF FOR HIB HOtIVE FOR IN- 
TRODTronro his friend. 

TO MRS. COWPER, AT THE PARK HOUSE, HARTFORD 

MV nnus oouHiR, Hantingdon, April 3, 1737. 

You sent mj fnend Unwin home to us charmed with 
your kind reception of him, and with every thing he saw 
at the Park Shall I once more give you a peep into my 
vile and deceitful heart? What motive do you think lay at 
the bottom of my conduct when I desired him to call upon 
you ? I did not suspect at first that pnde and vain glory had 
any share in it , but quickly after 1 had recommended tin. 
visit to him, I discovered in that fhiitful soil the very root 
of the matter. You know I am a stranger here , all siirh 
are suspected characters, unless they bnng their credentials 
with them. To this moment, I believe, it is matter of 
speculation m the place, whence I came, and to whom I 
Iwlong 

Though my friend, you may suppose, before I was 
admitted an inmate here, was satisfied that I was not a 
mere vagabond, and has since that time received more con- 
vincing pr^fs of my sponstbtltty, yet I could not resist the 
opportunity of furnishing him with ocular demonstration 
of It, by introducing him to one of my most splendid con- 
nexions ; that when he hears me called “ That fellow 
Ceufor" which has happen«l heretofora^ he may be able 
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upon unquestionable evidence, to assert my gentletnanbood 
and relieve 1116 from the Weight of that opprobrious appe- 
lation. Oh pnde I pride ! it deceives with the subtlety 
of a serpent, and seems to Walk erect, though it crawls 
upon the earth How will it twist and twine itself abouty 
to get from under the Cross, which it is glory of our 
Christian calling to be able to bear with patience and good 
will They who can guess at the heart of a stranger, and 
you cspixially, who are of a compassionate temper, Will be 
more ready, perhaps, to eicuse me m this instance, than I 
can be to excuse myself But in good truth it was abomin- 
able pride of heart, indignation, and Vanity, and deserves 
no better name How should such a creature, be admitted 
into those pure and sinless mansions, where nothing shall 
enter that defileth, did not the blood of Christ, applied by 
the hand of faith, take away the guilt of sin, aod leave na 
spot or stain behind It? Oh what continual need have 1 
oi an Almighty, AU-sufficient Saviour 1 I am glad you are 
acquainted so parhcularly with all the circumstances of Iny 
story, fur 1 know that your secrecy and disftretion may be 
trusted with any thing A ' thread of mercy ran through 
all the intricate maze those afflictive providences, so 
mystenous to myself at the time^ and which must ever re- 
main so to all, who will not see what was the great design 
of them ; at the judgment-seat of Christ the whole shall be 
laid open How is the red of iron changed into a sceptre 
of love I 

I thank you for the seeds , I have committed some of 
each sort to the ground, whence they will soon spnng up 
like so many mementos to remind me of my friends at the 
Park. W. C. 

XXXVI. ' 

GLAD THAT A TBVNX OF HI 8 HAB BEEH FOOED- 
BE EAB OOHMENOED ffABDEMEB. 

TO JOSEPH HItL, ESQ. • 

Dxax JOS, May 14, 174T 

I ONLY know that I was once the hajqiy owner of a red- 
teatbex trunk, am} that my brother, when I first saw hiya 
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at Cambridge, upon my enquiring after my papers, &c, 
told me that in a red-leather trunk they were all safely 
deposited The whole contents of it are little worth, .and 
if I never see them more, I shall be but very moderately 
aiHicted by the loss, though I fancy the trunk upon the 
road will prove to he the very trunk in question 
Together with your letter came a bill from my quondam 
hosier, in Fleet Street, Mr Reynolds, for the sum of two 
pounds ten shillings, desiring present payment, cash being 
scarce I sent him an order for the money by this d.i) ■> 
post My future expenses in the hosiery way will be sm.a'l, 
for Mrs Unwin knits all my stockings, and would knit my 
hats too, if that were possible 

I imagine my brother will be m town about midsummer, 
when he will be able to confer with you upon the subject 

of the inexeTrable Mr. E , more to the purpose than I 

cm by letter. 

Havinjj^commcnced gardener, I study the art of pruning, 
‘sowing, and planting , and enterprise every thing in that 
way, from melons down tocabliages. I have a large garden 
to display my abilities in, and, were we twenty miles nearer 
London, 1 might turn higgler, and serve your honour with 
cauliflowers, and brocoli, at the best band I sh.all possi- 
bly now and then desire you to coll at the seed-shop, in 
your way to Westminster, though sparingly Should I do 
It often, you would bcgri to think you had a mother-in-law 
at Berkhampstead 

Yours, dear Joe, Wm COWPER 

XXXVII 

ELSOTIOir ABOUT TO TAKE FLACK 

TO JOSEPH HILL, KSQ 

DEAR JOB, June 16, 1767 

This part«of the world is not productive of much news, 

, unless the coldness of the weather be so, which is excessive 
' for the season. We expect, or rather experience a warm 
contest between the candidates for the country the preli- 
muiaiy movements of bnbeiiy, threatening, wd drunkenness, 
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b emg already .taken. The Sandwich interest seems to 
shake, though both parties are very sanguine Lord 
C arytfort is supposed to be in great jeopardy, though as yet 
I imagine, a clear judgment cannot be formed , for a man 
ni ay have all the noise on his side, and yet lose his election 
Y ou know me to be an uninterested person and I am sure 
I am a very ignorant one in things of this kind. I only 
wish It was over, for it occasions the most detestable scene 
of profligacy and riot that can be imagined. 

Yours ever, Wm, COWPER. 


xxxvm 

MS nmnirfl DEATE-tTNOSStAimT whbbb 
TO SETTLE. 

TO MRS COWPER, AT THE PARK HOUSE, HARTFORD 
DKAH COUSIN, Huntingdon, July 13, 1767 

The newspaper has told you the truth J^oor Mr« 
Unwin being flung from his horse, as he wal going to the 
church on Sunday morning, received a dreadful fracture on 
the back part of the skull, under which he languished till 
'I'hursday evening, and then died This awful mspensation 
has left an impression upon our spirits, which will not pre* 
sently be worn off He died m a poor cottage, to which 
he was carried immediately after his fall about a mile from 
home , and his body could not be brought to his house till 
the spirit was gone to him who gave it. May it be a lesson 
to us to watch, since we know not the day nor the hour 
when our Lord conieth > 

The effect of it upon my circumstances will only be a 
change of the place of my abode Tor I shall still, by 
Uod’s leave, continue with Mrs. Unwin, whose behaviour 
to me has always been that of a mother to a sdn We 
know not yet whwe we shall settle, but we trust that the 
Lord, whom we seek, will go before us, and prepare a rest 
for us We have employed our fnend Haweis, Dr. Con- 
yers of Helmsley in Yorkshire, and Mr. Newton of OIney, 
to look cut a place for us, but at present are entirely igno- 
rant under whiclvof the three we shall settle, or whether 
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under either. ^ I have written to my Aunt M^dan, to desire 
Martin to assist us with his enquiries. It is probable we 
shall stay here till Michaelmas. W. C 


XXXIX, 

TH£ BAMS BUBJEOT. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ< 

DUE JOK, HuntingdoOt Jaly 10, 

Your wishes that the newspapers may have misinformed 
you are vain Mr. Unwin is dead, and died in the manner 
there mentioned. At nine o’clock on Sunday morning he 
was in perfect health, and as likely to live twenty years as 
hither^ us; and before ten was stretched speechless and 
senseless upon a flock bed, in a poor cottage, where (it 
being impossible to remove him) be died on Thursday 
evenings I heard his dying groans, the effect of great 
agony, for he was a strong man, and much convulsed in 
his last moments The few short intervals of sense that 
were indulged him he spent in earnest prayer, and in ex- 
pressions of a firm trust and confidence in the only Saviour 
To that strong hold we must all resort at last, if we would 
have hope in our death , when every other refuge fails, we 
are glad to fly to the only shelter, to which we can repair 
to any purpose , and happy is it for us when, the false 
ground we have chosen for ourselves being broken under 
us, we find ourselves obliged to have recourse to the rock 
which can never lie shaken. H'hcn this is our lot, we 
receive great and undeserved mercy 
Our society will not break up, but we shall settle in some 
other place , where, is at present uncertain. 

Yours, 


W C. 
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PBS88ED IN ms OXBaUMSTANOES -WISHES ONE 
HUNDRED FOUNDS SIOOK TO BE SOLD, AND 
THE SEPT SEOBET FROM HIS 
FAUILT. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

HT DEAR JOE, OIney, Sept. 21, 1767 

I RETURN you thanks for your information in the law 
matter and shall be obliged to you for further assurances 
when vou can consult your authorities 

Many more thanks are due to you for the tender and 
friendly manner in which you bring me acquainted with the 
distress that attends my circumstances I beg, my friend, 
that you will no longer make any objection to the sale of 
the hundred pounds I cannot be easy till that is done, my 
pu.ice of mind is concerned in it Not because I suspect 
you of the least anxiety about payment, but because I abhor 
the thought of trespassing upon the goodncsi^ of IT faithful 
fnend My brother has a letter of attorney already to em- 
power him to receive the interest , but I believe it extends 
no further Stud me one therefore to empower you to 
sell the prinniial, and 1 shall be easy * as to any future 
cxigencie.s I am entirely so My expenses hereafter will be 
so much reduced in some capital articles, that I have not 
the least remaining doubt but that the income of my future 
years will lie much more than sufficient for the demands of 
them 1 might say something of this sort before, perhaps 
unadvisedly, and the event proves It to have been so, but 
now 1 say it upon good warrant, and cannot be mistaken 
I could wish, if It can be so managed, that the sale of 
the stock hiight be kept secret from my family, because it 
would probably alarm their fears upon my account^ and 
possibly once more awaken their resentment But the 
1/ird's will be done, whatever it be If they must know it, 
you will do me the kindness to assure them from, me, that 
I have taken such order about my circumstances as that 
there can be no danger of exceeding them hereafter Only 
I beg to be excused descending to particulars Once more 
I entreat u as a favour, and sh^ consider it as a new proof 
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of youf attention to my happiness, that yop will consent 
to the sale of the stock, and take measures for that 
puipose immediately. It cannot possibly be an incon- 
venience to me, nor can I possibly in any emergency 
whatever, make a better use of it 
My love to your mother and sisters. 

Yours ever, Wat. COWPER*. 


XLI. 

tHANK^t IPOB HZLLB OOHPUANOE OONOBBN* 
nro THE SALE OF STOOE-LAW QTTESTION- 
nnrrcATioNTo olney. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

DEAR JOl, ‘ Olney, OoE 10, 1?67 

I AM obliged to you for contplyirtg with my request, and 
shall biM-glad to have the niatter expedited as fast as 
may be. * 

One more law question , and I believe the last, — A man 
holds lajj^s in right of hiy wjfi^ the rents payable half-yearly« 
vu at l^dy-day, and Mictiaelmas , dies in July Are not 
the nsing rents the property of the widow ? 1 mean, the 
tent of the whole last half-year. You aie a better counsellor 
than I was, hut t think you have not such a client in me, 
as I had in Uick Harcourt. Much good may do you 
With me I 

Neither have I any iiiap to consult, at present, but by 
What remembrance I have of the situation of this place in 
the last I saw, it lies at the northernmost point of the 
county. We are just dve miles beyond Newport Pagnell. 
I am willing to suspect that you make this enquiry with a 
Vtew^to an intervffW, when time shall serve. We may 

* On the beck of this letter Lady Heeketh writes — "This letter 
•ctiielly mekei my heart hleM I Oh what must have been 
the aeneatlons of each a heart aa bis while writing It I I don’t 
• know whether I oonld be mid enoagh to wish Lord IV to see this 
and soma others of this parcel. But sorely ha oonld not see tuelk 
letters from suck a fiiena without a degree of rwnorse that 1 eonld 
not wish to my greatest enemy,” 
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possibly be settled in our own house in about a montb, 
where so good a friend of mine will be extremely welcome 
to Mrs. Unwin. We shall have a bed, and a warm fire- 
side, at your service, if you can come, before next summer , 
and if not, a parlour that looks the north wind full in 
the face, where you may be as cool as in the groves of 
Valombrosa 

Yours, my dear Sephus, 

Affectionately ever, Wm COWPER 

P S. The stock is in the three per cent consols You 
may send the letter of attorney by the waggon from the 
George in Smithfield It sets out on Tuesday morning 
early Rut upon recollection, it had better come by the 
post. 

XUI 

Request of secbeuY bemoved.^ 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ ' 

OEAB JOE, Oldey, Rot 10, llSt 

Inclosi- n you have the lettet of attorney. I shall be glad 
if you will find an opportunity of sending md six guineas, m 
a parcel by the OIney waggon, which sets out from the 
Geoige in Smithfield early on Tuesday morning, therefore it 
must be sent to the inn on Monday night 
It seems to me, thought it did not occur to me at first, 
tliat you may be drawn into circumstances disagreeable to 
your debcacy by being laid under the restraint of secrecy 
tilth respect to the sale of this money. I desire therefore 
that if any questions ate asked about the manner ifl which 
my arrears to you have been discharged, you will declare 
it at once. 

Yours sincerely, Wm. COWPER, 
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XLIII. 

A BRIEF LETTEB OF BUSINESS. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ 

DEAB SEFHU8, Jan 21, 176S. 

The notes amved safe last night We rejoice that the 
venison proved good Pray send me won} in your next 
whether (rrainger the tailor is dead or alive So much 
for the needful. You are always busy, and I am just going 
to be so, which will make brevity and conciseness conve* 
nient to us both. 

Yours faithfully and truly, Wm COWPER. 


XI.IV 

WISHINfi.T0 KNOW THE STATE OF HIS FINANPEII 
-HIS COli^OISENESS OWING TO AIAIOST A 
TOTAL DISUSE OF HIS PEN. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

OEAB JOE May 3, ^68. 

1 SHALL be obliged to you if you will send me a ten 
’ jiound note by the first opportunity, and at the same time 
1 shall be glad to be informed of the state of my finances. 
The last time I wrote I begged you would Ixi so good as 
to tell me whether Grainger is to be found above ground or 
no ; if he is, whether he lives where he did, or has changed 
his dwelling , and if not, where his executors, administra- 
tors or a.ssigns, are to be met with You will oblige me 
too, and so will your little tiny mother, if you will favour 
me with Mrs Rebecca CowpePs receipt to pickle cabbage 
My resjiects wait on her and your sisters vu your mother, 
not mine \^u will asenbe my drjmcss and conciseness 
in the epistolary way to almost a total disuse of my pen. 
’My youth and my scribbling vein are gone together, and 
unless they had been better employed it is fit they should 
Yours affectionately, Wm. COWPER 
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• XLV. 

RENEWED INTIf AT10E-U0NE7 IM^TTBU. 

TO JOSEPH HILI4 ESQ, > 

PEAK JOI, Olnay, May 7, 1768. 

Thanks for the receipt and for the note. When you 
come this way next, I hope your business will not be so 
impatient We can show you a beautiful country, though 
not much celebrated m song, and a fine long town, pretty 
clean in sumnier-time and Ml of poor folks My love to 
Mrs. Doe, and thanks for the exercise of her transcribing 
abilities, not forgetting the rest of your household 
I shall want to draw for eighty pounds next month, and 
intend to leave the remainder by way qf nest egg 

Vours afiectionatcly. Wm. COWPER. 


XLVI. 

R<^aiia TO UT-HAa BED. TO n AiXura 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ 

ydiRAB JOE, Olney, Jane Ifi, 1708. 

I THANK you for so full an answer to so empty an epistle 
If 01n«y furnished any thing for your amuseipent, you 
should have it in return , but occurrences here are as scarce 
as cucumlicrs at Chnstmas ^ 

I visited St Alban's about a fortnight since in person, 
and I visit it every day in thought. The recollection of 
what passed there and the consequences that followed it, 
fill my mind continually, and make the circumstances of 
a poor transient half-spent life so insipid and unafifecting, 
that I have no heart to think or write much about them. 
W'hcther the nation is worshipping Mr Wilkes or any other 
idol, IS of little moment to one who hopes arid b^heves 
that he sliall shortly stand in the presence of the great and 
blessed God. I thank him, that he has given* nje such a 
deep impressed persuasion of this awful truth, as a thousand 
worlds would not purchase from me. It gives a rehsh to 
every blessing, an^ makes every trouble light 

Affectionately yours, W. C. 
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XLVII. 

TO MRS COWPER 

MY DEAR COVBfKi 

I HAVK not been behind hand in reproaching myiclf with 
neglect, but desire to take shame to myself for niy unproflt- 
ablcncss in this, ns -well as in all other respects I take 
the next immediate opportunity however of thanking you 
fur yours, and of assuring you that, instead of being 
surprised at your sileiuc, I rather wonder that you, or my 
of my friends, have anv room left for so careless and 
negligent a correspondent in your memories I am obliged 
to you for the intelligence yoa send me of my kindred, 
and rejoice to hear of their welfare He who settles the 
bininds of oiir habitations lias at length cast oiir lot at a 
great distance from each other, but I do not therelore 
lorgct tlicir fdriner kindness to me, or i else to be mt> rested 
in their well being You live m the centre of a world I 
know yoii,do not tleliglU in flapjiy are you, my dear 
friend, in being* able to discern the in mlHcMuiof iJHdl it 
can jfirord to fill .iiid satisfy the desires of an imnRrtal 
soul That Clod who cre.ittd us for the enjoyment of 
himself has determined m mer< y that it shall fail iis here, 
m order th.it the lilessed result of all our enquiries altei 
happiness in the cre.iture may be a warm pursuit and a 
close attachment to our tnic interests, in fellowship and 
communion with Him, through the name and mediation 
of a dear Redeemer I bless hi> goodness and grace, that 
I have any reason to hope 1 am a [xirtaker W'lth you in the 
desire after better things than are to be found in a world 
polluted with sin, and therefore devoted to destruction 
May He enable us both to consider our present life in its 
only true light, as an op|iortunity put into our liaiids to 
glorify him amongst men, by a eonduci. suited to his word 
and will I am miserably defective m this holy and hlcs.>ed 
art , but 1 hope there is at the bottom of all »iy sinful 
iniirmities a* sincere desire to live just so long as 1 may be 
enabled, m some poor measure, to answer the end of my 
existence in this respect, and then to obey the summons, 
and attend him in a world where thev w'ho are his servants 
here shall pay him an unsinful obedience for ever Your 
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dear mother ,is too good to me, and puts a more charitable 
construction upon my silence than the fact will warrant. 

I am not better employed than I should be in correspon- 
ding with her. I have that within which hinders me 
wretchedly b every thing that I ought to do, but is prone 
to tnfle, and let time and every good thing run to waste. 

I hope however to write to her soon. 

My love and best wishes attend Mr Cowper, and all that 
enquire after me May God be with you, to bless you, 
and do you good by all his dispensations ; don’t forget me 
vlion you are speaking to our best T*riend before his mercy- 
seat Yours ever, W. C 

N U lam not married 

XLVIIT 

HIS FHIEMD’a SHLAZATI0N-M0HE7. 

TO JOSEPH HI Li, ESQ 

OSAR lOS, Oct 00, 1768 

By this time, I presume, you are returned to tlie precincts 
of llic law Tile latter end of October, I know, generally 
puts an end to your relaxations , such as reading upon 
sunshiny banks, and contemplating the clouds, as you lie 
upon your liack 

Permit it to lx: one of the aUetta negatia centum, which 
nre now beginning to buzz in your ears, to send me a twenty 
imund note by the first opporliiniiy 1 beg my affectionate 
resiiects to my friends in Cook’s Court, and am, dear 
Sephus, Yours sincerely, 'Wii. COWPER. 

1 ^. 

XLIX 

HIS BBOTHEB OONE TO WALK FOB OBANOE OF 
A1B-A,NSAB SELATIOH UNPEB 
OB. OOTTGZrs OABE. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

iiRAR jua, Olney, Aug S, 1768. 

The note came safe 

My brother left us last Saturday, and » now I suppose 
refreshing bs hitifis with the pure air which bbws upon the 
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Welsh mountains ; if indeed his lungs, whirh have been sd 
long used to the fogs of Alma Mater, can be ‘refreshed by 
the thin atmosphere of Snowdon or Phinlimmon 

I find that the vacancy I left at St Alban’s is filled up 
by a near relation M.iy the same Hand which struck off 
my fetters, deliver her also out of the House of Dondage ; 
and may she say when she comes forth, what I hope to be 
able to say from my heart, while I have breath to utter it-— 
It IS good for me that I was afflicted 

Yours, my dear Joe, with my love to all who 

enquire after me, Wm. COWPER. 

L 

A LETTER OF OOESOLATION. 

* TO MRS COWPRR. 

ifV DRAR ooesnr, Olnqr, Angnst 31, 1769. 

A LE-s?^rR from your brother Frederick brought me yes- 
terday the most ‘afflicting inteUigunce that has reached me 
these many years 1 pray to God to comfort you, and to 
enable you to sustain this heavy stroke with that resignation 
to his will, which none but himself can give, and which he 
gives to none but his own children How blessed and happy 
IS your lot, my dear friend, beyond the common lot of the 
greater part of mankind , that you know what it is to draw 
near to God in prayer, and are acquainted with a Throne of 
Grace < You have resources in the infinite love of a dear 
Redeemer, which are withheld from millions ' and the 
promises of God, which are^ra and amenm Jesus, are 
sufficient to answear all your necessities, and to sweeten 
the bitterest cup which your heavenly Father will ever put 
into your hand. May he now give you liberty to drink at 
these wells of salvation, till you are filled with consolation 
and peace in the midst of trouble I He has said. When 
thou passest through the fire I will be with thee, and when 
through the*floods, they shall not overflow thee. You have 
■ need of such a word as this, and he knows your need of it, 
and the time of necessity is the time when he will be sure 
to aiqiear ui behalf of those who trust m Jiun. I bear you 
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and yours upon my heart before him night and day, for I 
never expect lo hear of distress which shall call uiH>n me 
with a louder voice to pray for the sufferer I know the 
l^rd hears im lor myself, vilc and sinful as I am, and be- 
lieve and am sure tlut he will hear me fur you also He is 
the friend of the widow, and the father ut the fatherless, 
even Cod in his holy hahiuition , m all our alllii tions he is 
afnirled, and eliaslens us in mercy Surely he will sanctify 
this di .|xns,iiioii lu you, do you gre.it and •.•verlastiiig good 
by It, make the world ajuiear like dust and vanity in your 
sight, as It truly is, and u{icn to your view tin glories of a 
better eounlrv, where there shall be no more de.itli, neither 
sorrow nor fMin, hut Cod shall wifie away all te.irs from 
your eyes lor eter O that romfortable word • I have 
chosen thee in the furnace of alDietion so tliat our very 
sorrows m evidences of our calling, and he ^hastens us, 
betanse we .ire his children 

My dear cousin, I e-ominit you to the word of bis Grace, 
and to the coinlorts of his Holy Spirit Your lilij.is needful 
for your faniily , ni.ay Cod m men y to theih prolong it and 
may he jireservc you from the d.ingerous ciTei ts, which a 
Stroke like this miglit have u|.»on a frame so tender as yours 
1 gruve with you, 1 pray for you , could i do more I 
Would, but (rtiil must comfort you 

Yours, m our dear Lord Jesus, W C. 

1770. 

LL 

WISHES HIS GHAMBSES TO BE SOLD, -AND 
HIS LAW BOOKS. 

ro josheu Hif l, tsQ 

DeAH JOSEPH, 20, 1770 

'I’he newspapers informed me last week that the Society 
of the Middle i'ciniile were come to a resolution that no 
more i h.iinbcrs should be sold with a power of assignment, 
anil that this resolution would speedily become a law If this- 
be tJie ease, it were better that mine were sold immediately, 
for It w ill never he worth my while to keep them till they 
sludl want cunsid^ble lepaus, which they must before many 
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years arc passed , and to sell them after this alteration 
takes place upon terms so much less saliii^ble than those 
upon which I bought them, will l>c to lose half my monc), 
unless the Inn is disposed to make up the difference 
I have been in treaty with Col Cowper about the sale of 
my Law Books, and I desired him to [xiy the piirch.ise 
money into your hands If it is done, I shall be glad to 
receive it 

Yours, dear Joe, affectionately, Wm. COWPLR 
LII 

HIS BBOTHEB VHBY ILL AT OAMBBIDaE-HE 
WANTS MONTY FOB HIS JOUBNEY 
THITFBB. 

TO J('SM*H lUU., l-SQ 

1 ) 1 ' IR 108 , ’ Olnoy, Foh 10, 1770 

I WKorr to you nbo.c a fortinght since about iiij i b .m- 
li('is, ai»^, dosiiiiv' >ou if I hi\o any money in town to 
'■Olid It 'I'h. IHst post brou'^ht me viord from (,'ainl»rulgc 
tiiat mv lirollior is very ill, and it may lie alisoliitily 
nccossarj lor me to go over to him next week His disorder 
IS supposed to lie owing to an inw.ird rlccay, the (oiisi- 
queiK e ol a violent h ciiv>rrh.igi’ he h.id in the autumn 
Nothing IS lO likely V) prevent my journey at presmit, .is 
the want of iiioiioy to defray the expense ol it L 
sliall be gl.ad of .tn iininediatc ans.vcr w'hethcr I li.(\e .snv 
m.iney iii youi hands or not, that if I have none, 1 in ly 
fiirnisli myself with it as 1 1 >n 

Yours, dear Joe, with much affection, Wm COWIM' k 

LIII 

MONEY BEOEIVED- HIS BBOTHEB’B SYMPTOMS- 
LAW BOOKS. 

TO JOSEPH HII I , KSQ 

DBAR JosiFH* Olncj, Feb 15, 17W. 

I THANK you for the notes which I received’ yesterday, ten 
pounds, and fifteen pounds. If there should be the same 
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deficiency next winter, I shall be obliged to you, if without 
waiting to he^r further from me, you will be so good as to 
sell my chambers 

I had a letter yesterday from a friend of my brother’s 
at Bc’net 1 do not find that there is any immediate 
occasion for my going over to Cambridge, especially as 
1 have written to desire that my brother will come to Olney 
He IS not at present in a condition to undertake the 
journey , but th Glynn approves of his coming, and will 
send him as soon as it shall lie exfiedient. The aciount 
that I hear of him is, that he has a great shortness of 
breath, attended with a troublesome couixh, and that within 
this week, his teas are very much swelled, but when his 
friend wrote he had had a good night, was pretty cheerful, 
and upon (he whole, not Worse than when he wrote 
before. 

1 sliould be glad if my Um le Ashley Would be so good 
as to get an answer Ironi Col Cowper w-ith respect to the 
books, that if he does not choose to be the purchiser they 
may be sold to .mother, for 1 imagine tinfc and cobwebs 
will nut 1 Ttich increase their value. 

Yours, my dear fiiend, V/m COWPER. 

LIV 

ANNouNcma ms bbotheb’s i>eath. 

ro MRS MADAN STAItORO ROW, Wl-STMINSTER. 

HE vs AVST, Uiney, March 24 1779 

You may possibly by this tune hive he.ird of the death 
of my dear brother I should not h.ive left you to learn 
it from any but myself, had I had either spirits of oppor- 
tunity to write sooner He died on Tuesday last, the aoth 
It was not judged proper that I should attend the funeral, 
1 thtrefore took leave of the melancholy scene as soon as 
p«ss ole, and returned to Olney on 'Phursday. He has 
ieit me to sing of iKercy and judgment Greater sufferings 
than he underwent are seldom seen, greater ihercy than he 
received, I believe, never. His views of Gospel grace 
were as clear, ajid his sense of his interest in Chi^ ais 
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Strong, as if he had been efxcrcised in the Chnstian walk 
and warfare many years. This is my consolation, and 
strung consolation 1 find it, th.it he is gone to his father 
and my Father, to his God and my God< 

He IS to be buned at his living, about seven miles from 
Cambridge, by bis oWn desire, this d.iy , the master and 
fellows attend the funeral 

1 shall be obliged to you, my dear aunt, if the next time 
you write to dear Mrs Co«]ier, at York, you will be so 
good as to inform her of this event 
1 am my, dear aunt, 

Yours affectionately in the fxird, Wm. COWPER 


LV 

HOPE fHAT WEAf HIS BROTHER HAS LETT MAY 
EHABLE HIM TO SUBSIST WITHOUT COHTI- 
NUmo TO BE OHAROEABLE TO 
* * . HIS FRIENDS. 

TO JOSEPH HH I., PSQ 

DFAU Joic Olncy, April SI , 1770 

You will oblige me by enquiring at the Bank, the next 
time your business calls you that way, what stock my brothci 
left, and by what means it is to be transferred to me when 
the next dividend is payable, and whether it will be ron 
veiiient for you to receive q for me by letter of attorni v 
You may be sure it will give me great pleasure to HikI 
myself now en.ablcd to purchase such an 'inniiity as may 
enable me to subsist comformbly without Ixnng any longer 
chargeable to my tricnds You are the best judge of these 
matter-) and 1 shall be glad of your adviee 1 know not 
wh.it IS in the Bank, but should hope there may be as 
much, as with the sale of my brother’s effects at Cambridge, 
and my own chambers, may enable me to compass this 
very desiral}le point. I mention this in confidence 

Yours, dear Joe, 

With my affectionate remembrances to Mt-s. Hill 

and your sister, Wh COWPER. 
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LVI 

AHiroirKciNo ms brother's death. 

10 JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

SHAH JOB, May 8, 1770 

Your letter did not rcai,h me till the last post, when I 
had not time to answer it I left Cambridge immediately 
after my brother’s death. 

I am obliged to you for the particubr account you have 
sent me ************** 
He to whom I h.ive surrendered myself and all my concerns 
h.ith otherwise appointed, and let his will be done He 
gives me mm h which he withholds from others and if he 
was plaiscd to withhold all that mikes an outward dilTcr- 
ence hetween me and the pour mendiLant ri the street, it 
would still lioronic me to say, Hts Will be done 

It pleased (lod to cut short my brother’s conneMons and 
expel Utio’is hero, yet not without giving him lively and 
glorious views of a Ik tier happiness than any .ie could 
purpose to himself in such .i world as this ” Notwithstand- 
ing his gre.u le irning, (for he w.is one of the chief men in 
the university in that respect), he was candid and sincere 
in his inquiries alter truth Though he could not come 
into in> SLiitiiiieiils when I flrst acquainted him with them, 
nor in the many conversations which I attervvard had with 
him upon the subject, could lie he brought to aciiuiescc in 
them as scriptural and true, yi 1 1 had no sooner left St 
Alban's tlian he began to study with the deepest attention 
those points m which we dilTcred, .and to furnish hiniself 
with the best writers upon them. His mind was kept open 
to coiivii tion for five yc.ars, during all which time he la- 
boured 111 this pursuit with unwearied diligence, as leisure 
and opportunity wcicafTordid \inongst his dying w'ords 
were those, “IJrotlicr, I thought you wrong, yet wanted to 
lielievc as you did 1 found myself not able to believe, 
yet always thought I should be one day brought to do so ” 
From the study of books, he was brought upon his death- 
bed to the study of himself and there learnt to renounce 
his righteousness, and his own most amiable character, and 
to submit himself to the righteousness which is of God 
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by faith With these views he was desirous of death 
S.iiit>licd of his interest in the blessing piirrhasiil l)\ the 
blood of Christ, he pra)ed for death with earnestness, fell 
the approaches of it with joy, and died in peace 

Yours, my dear friend, W C 

LVII 

ON THE atecUMSTANCES dP HIS BROTHER’S 
DEATH. 

TO MRS COWl’I'R 

MY DFAR oolTsiy, Oliipv, .fiino 7, 1770. 

I am obliged to you for sometimes thinking of an iinsieii 
friend, and bestowing a letter upon me It gives im.' 
ple.asure to li^ar from you, es{)ei ully to find tint our gr.i 
eioits Lord enables you to weather out the storms you nu et 
with, and to cast anchor within the veil 

You yudge rightly of the nunner 111 which I Ime hcoii 
affected hy the l.ord's late dispensation towards my lirotlur 
I found in it cause of sorrow, that I had lost so near a re- 
lation, and one so deservedly duir to me, and that he left 
me just when our sentiments mwii the most intercsliiig sub- 
ject became the same , but mut h more cause of joy, that il 
pleased Cod to give me c leir and evident proof that he 
had changed his heart, and adopted him into the niimher 
of his children For this 1 hold myself pc'cuharly bound 
to thank Him, because he might have done all that he 
was pleased to do for him, and yet iiave afforded him 
neither strength nor opportunity to declare it 1 doubt not 
that he rnliglitens the uiidcrst.'indiiigs, and ivorks a graci- 
ous change in the nearts of many in their last moments 
whose surrounding friends arc not made ac()uamted with it 
He told me that from the time he was lirst ord.iined he 
began to be dissatisfied with his religious opinions, and to 
suspect that there were greater things concealed in the 
Bible, thanVerc generally lielieved or allowed to be there 
P'rom the time when I first visited him after my release 
from St. Mban’s, he began to read upon the subject It 
was at that lime I informed him of the views of divine truth 
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which t hAd received in that school of aAlicti'on tie Uid 
what 1 said to heart, and began to furnish himself with the 
best writers upon the controverted points, whose works he 
read with great diligence and attention, comparing them all 
the while With the Scripture None ever truly and ingenu- 
ously sought the truth but they found it. A spint of earnest 
inquiry is the gift of God, who never says to any, seek ye my 
face in vain. Accordingly, about ten days before his death 
It pleased the I^rd to dispel all his doubts, and to rei'eal 
in his heart the knowledge of the Saviour, and to give him 
firm and unshaken peace in the belief of his ability and 
willingness to save As to the afikir of the fortune-teller, he 
never mentioned it to me, nor was there any such paper 
found as you mention I looked over all his pajiers before 
I left the place, and had there been such a one, must have 
discovered it I have heard the report from other quarters 
hut no other particulars than that the woman foretold him 
when he should die 1 suppose there may be some truth 
in the matter, but whatever he might think of i* before 
his knowledge of the truth, and however extraordinary her 
predictions might really be, 1 am satisfied that he had 
then received far other views of the wisdom and majesty 
of God, than to suppose that he would entrust his secret 
counsels to a vagrant, who did not mean I suppose to be 
Understood to have received her intelligence from the 
Fountain of Light, but thought herself sufficiently honoured 
by any who would give her credit for a secret intereourse 
of tins kind with the Pnnee of darkness 

Mrs Unwin is much obliged to you for your kind inquiry 
after her She is well, 1 thank God, as usual, and sends 
her respects to you Her son is in the ministry, and has 
the living of Stock, in lilssex. We were last week alarmed 
with an account of his being dangerously ill ; Mrs. Unwin 
went to see him, and m a few days left him out of danger. 

W. C. 
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LVIII. 

SZPBESSIOir OF HJB OBATITODE FOE HT- 
STAXrOES OF FSlElin»BIF. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

sxAii JOS, 8ept 25, 1770 

I HAVE not done convetsing with terrestrial objects, 
though I should be happy were J able to hold more conti- 
nual converse with a friend aiiove the skies He has my 
heart, but he allows a corner in it for all who ■ihow me 
kindness, and therefore one for you. 'I'hc storm of sixty- 
three made a wreck of the friendships I h.id contracted in 
the course of many years, yours excepted, which has surviv- 
ed the temiiest 

I thank you for your repeated invitation Singular thanks 
arc due to you for so singuiar an instance of your regard 
I could not leave Olncy, unless in a case of absolute 
necessity, without much inconvenience to myself and others. 

W C* 

IJX. 

1771 . 

MOBS VENSION SENT TO HIS FBIEND THAH 
WAS INTENDED FOB HIK. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

DraR JOSEPH Jui 1, 1771 

You will receive two parcels of venison, a haunch and a 
shoulder The first was intended for you, the other comes 
to you by mistake Some hours after the basket was sent 
to the waggon, we discovered that the shoulder had been 
packed up instead of the haunch All imaginable endea- 
vours were made to recover it, but without success, the 
waggon could not be unloaded ag.iin, and it was impossible 
otherwise to get at it. You may therefore thank a blunder- 
ing servant for a venison pasty, which if she had minded 
her businesstbetter would have been eaten at Olney, 

Yours, my dear fnend, Wm. COWPER 

* The sabieiiaent chsain m the Letters a{ this Voloine wm 
oecMionad by a lung and MVeie lUsew with which the wnter wm 
efflieted 
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1772 . 

Al^kBMED B7 AN ABTIOLE IN THE NEWBPAPEB, 
BELATINQ TO THE DISAPPEAHANOE OF 
ONE OF HIS EELATlONa 

lO JOStPII HILL, FSQ 

1>»AR J(iK, Olney, Jan W, 1772 

An article in the last (Jcncral Evening, enmpared with 
an ndvertisenient 111 the same paper, has affected me iMth 
the dee[)cst coniern upon my Uncle Ashlc>’s account In 
the (ircsmt unrertainty of my mind I am left to imagine 
the worst It would have been kind m some of my many 
relations, if thev had not left me to learn such melancholy 
intelligence from the (iiibhc prints I shall be obliged to 
you for sue li partu iil.irs as you can favour me with They 
will at least serve to relieve me from the variety of restless 
t.onjertures which c.iiiiiot but employ my ni'ncl oft such an 
occasion 

Yours, m) dear friend, Wm COWPER 
IJCI 

ON THE SAME SUBJECT. 

10 JOStPH HIU, ESCi 

MV iiPVH PHiisn, Feb 4, 1772 

I AM much indebted to you for your goodness in reliev- 
ing me by the first opportunity from the fears I had upon 
my Uncle’s .account 'hie newspaper led me into the mis- 
take, when the person w.is descrilied as the Clerk of the 
Mouse of T,ards, without the addition of his proper dis- 
tmclion But I feel much for Mrs Cowper, and the poor 
young m in, and love him better than he is aware of, 
though I have not seen him many years, and he was but a 
child when I saw him last So suclden a stroke must fall 
very Iumvv upon her . hut I know her principles to be such 
as will afford her support under the heaviest that can be- 
fall her The dress, the circumstance of his having no 
baggage, and the time, all sccin to concur in giving us a 



TO JOSEPH HILIs ESQ. 


78 


good hope that he was the person seen at Dover You will 
make me happy by sending me the first intelligence you 
hear of him, for I could hardly be more interested in any 
case, not immediately my own, than I am in this. 1 am, 
with my best respects to Mrs, Hill, and thanks for her 
kindness, 

Yours ever, Wm COWPER 


LXII. 

ON TEE 8AHE BUBJEOT. 

TO JOSEPH piLL, ESQ. 

MT DCAK raRMD, April 7, 1778 

I AM very much obliged to you th.Tt in the hurry of so 
much business, you could yet find time to fulfil your 
promise, and send me the earliest intelligcncL of my poor 
cousin But as Mrs Cowper is so kind as to write to me 
herself upon the occasion, I will discharge you from any 
further tftiflble about it VVe have seen the dark side of 
the dispensation, and I yet hope it has a bright one. This 
I know, that if he reap the same fruit of his sorrows, as 
thousands have found springing up from the deepest afflic- 
tions, he will rejoice in the remembrance of them, as I do 
and shall do, while 1 live, m the recollection of mine 
Yours, my dear friend, 

with my respects to Mrs Hill and all your family, 

Wm cowper. 


LXIII 

ms BBOTHEB’S AFFAIBS-DECUNES HILL’S 
INVITATION TO LONDON. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, FSQ. 

MV DEAH raiEsD, NoT S, 1772, 

You will certainly find the mistake on your side. 
When on the occasion of my brother’s death, you sras so 
good as to make enquiry for me at the Bank, you found 
seven hundred pounds there. Three hundred and fifty 
pounds were sold as you say to pay thp College three 
hundred pounds, consequently three hundred and 

7 
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fifty remain As you had forgot the principal doubt- 
less you have not received the interest for the last two 
years, I would have it reserved, if you please, for payment 
of my tailor’s bill. You say you expect further remit- 
tances on my account, out of these you will be so good as 
to pay yourself I thank you for the money you sent me 
by the post, but twenty pounds will not serve my present 
expenses This is the season of the year when my wants 
arc always most importunate I shall be glad therefore 
if you will sell the old fifty pounds, and remit me the 
money by the first opportunity. 

Believe me, my dear friend, truly sensible of your invita- 
tion, though 1 do not accept it My peace of mind is of 
so delicate a constitution, that the air of London will nut 
auree with it You have my prayers, the only return I can 
m ike you, for your many acts of still-rontinued friendship . 

If you should smile, or even laugh at my conclusion, 
and I were near enough to sec it, I should not be angry, 
though 1 should be grieved It is not long rSinccrl should 
hav( laughed at such a recompense myself But glory be 
to the name of Jesus, those days are past, and 1 trust 
ne\cr to return ' 

I am yours, and Mrs Hill's, 

with much sincerity, Wm COWPER 

LXIV 

STRAITENED IN INCOME BT HIS BROTHER’S DEATH. 

TO JOSKPH HILL, ESQ 

nr DEAB FRiRXD, Nov 14, 1772 

I KhCl-iVKU last night the two notes for thirty pounds, 
and ten pounds. I will not trouble you at present with 
my tailor’s bill I shall have occasion to employ him in 
the spring, by which time it is possible there may be 
enough in my bank to answer his demand, and you may 
expect to sec him about March or April with a draft in 
his hand I do not design to break into the stock, un- 
less It should be unavoidably necessary But you know 
well th It 1 have Ijeen a considerable loser in point of in- 
come by my brother’s death, and that the pnee of every 
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thing is continually advancing, so that it is become much 
more difficult to bnng the year about now, than when I 
first left St Alban’s I am guilty of no extravagance, or 
inattention to what is called the mam chance, nor would 
be on any account My situation in life is comfortable , 
my friends would wish it to be so , nor is there a place in 
the kingdom where 1 should enjoy so many advantages as 
here And ye^ as I say, there may possibly arise a neces- 
sity of h.iving recourse to the funds, though nothing less 
than necessity shall compel us to do it In that case I 
should hope not to be censured, for the reasons above 
mentioned * and in the mean time shall do my best to 
prevent the necessity of such a measure 
Believe me, my dear friend, 

affectionately yours. Wm. COWPER*. 

ITO. 

LXV. 

THANKS FOB nSH, AND FOB AN INVITATION TO 
WABOBOVB-DBSIBES THAT STOCK 
MAT BE SOLD. 

TO JOSEPH HII.L, ESQ 

DRAE JOSEPH, Olney, May 18, 1776. 

You have my thanks for the very fine mackerel you sent, 
and for your kind invitation to Wargrove, I am a little 
mortified to find that 1 had not got the start of your 
gardener as much as I hoped to have done , but let him 
be upon his guard, or I shall be too nimble for him another 
year. 

I want money, not to lend, nor to give, but for my own 
personal and particular use , and want it so much, that I 
can’t go on without it. You will oblige me if you will give 
yourself the trouble, to sell fifty pounds and remit me the 
produce immediately. I beg you will do this without 
making any sad reflections upon it ; for assure yourself, 
neither you nor I shall ever have any reason to repent the 
doing It. Yours affectionately, W C 

* There is e gap in the ooireepondenoe with Mr. Hill from the 
date of this letter to May 18, 177& * 
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LXYI. 

FISH— MOl^— ms OA£DEir LATE IN ITS NIOEB 
PBODUCTIONS, OWING TO TEE SEASON. 

TO JOSEPH BILL, ESQ. 

MT DEAB FBIEHD, M*y 28, 1776. 

More thanks for more mackerel, and many more for the 
fifty pounds, which I received yesterday It gave me the 
greater pleasure, as it afforded a convincing proof that in 
your former refusal you were guided by nothing but an 
attention to my interest a 

The winter having swallowed up the spring this year has 
thrown me so backward in some of my nicer productions, 
that I shall not be able to send you any melons till late in 
the season , but if you raise none yourself, they sh^ll wait 
upon you as soon as they are npe 

Yours adectionateiy, Wm COWPER. 

* 

LXVII. , • - 

dOWPEK PROPOSES TO TAKE THREE OB F0T7B 
PUPILS, AND REQUESTS HIS FB1EN1) TO 
PBOOURE SOME FOB HIM. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ 

MT DEAB nuRBD July 6, 1776 

As you have an extensive acquaintance, you may possibly 
be able to serve me in a design I have lately formed, of taking 
two, three, or four boys, under my tuition, to instruct them 
in the Greek and Latin languages I should pursue, with 
some few exceptions, the Westminster method of instruc- 
tion, being that which I am best acquainted with myself, and 
the best upon the whole that 1 have had an opportunity of 
observing They would lodge and board under our roof, and 
be in all respects accommodated and attended in a manner 
that would well warrant the demand of an hundred guineas 
per annum. 

You have often wished me an employment, and I know 
none but this for which I am qualified. If I can engage in 
it, it will probably be serviceable to me in more respects 
than one : but as it will afford me some sort of an establish- 
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ment, at least for a time, it cannot but be desirable to one 
in my circumstances If you are acquainted therefore with 
any person who has a son or sons between eight and ten years 
of age, for whom he would wish to find a tutor who will 
not make a property of them, nor neglect any means in his 
power to inform them thoroughly in what he undertakes to 
teach, you will oblige me by recommending m Doubtless 
there are many such , and it is not easy matter to find a 
family where the two grand points of education, literature 
and sobriety, would be more closely attended to than 
in This. 

We return you many thanks for the fine turbot you won: 
so kind as to send Believe me yours, Jer , 

Wm COWPKR 


IJfVIII 

MBLOXTS-aiVES UP HK HOPE OF OBIAININa 
* PUPILS 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ 

MY DEAR YRIEYD, Aug 1, 1776 

The coldness of the past season would be forgotten in 
the heat oi the present, if the effects of it were not still 
visible in the garden My melons, which ought to have 
been eaten or at least eatable by this time, are not yet ripe , 
and as you are taking your repose at Wargrovc, you will 
agree with me, I imagine, that it would hardly he worth 
while to trundle them so far Else, as I flatter myself they 
will be lictter flavoured than such as are raised for sale, 
which are generally flashy, and indebted to the watenng pot 
for their size, I should have been glad to have sent you 
lialf my crop 

If It were to rain pupils, perhaps I might catch a tub full , 
but till It docs, the fruitlessness of my enquiries makes me 
think I miftt keep my Greek and Latin to myself 

Yours affectionately, Wm COWPER. 
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• LXIX. 

FI8H-HIB UlrOLE AAELETS EEALTH-OFFEB OE' 
FBOITKIAAT AfUIBTANOE AOOZSPTED. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ 

DKAK FRUND, NoT, 12 , 1776 . 

The very agreeable contents of your last came safe to 
band in the shape of two notes for &irty pounds. I am 
to thank you likewise for a barrel of very good oysters, 
received alwut a fortnight ago One to whom fish is so 
welcome as it is to me, can have no great occasion to 
distinguish the sorts In general, therefore whatever fish, 
are likely to think a jaunt into the country agreeable, will 
be sure to find me ready to receive them , butts, plaice, 
flounder, or any other If hemiigs are yet to be had, as 
they cannot be bought at Obey till they are good for 
nothing, they will be welcome too We have seen none 
this year, except a parcel that Mrs Unwin , sent* for, and 
the fishmonger sent stale ones, a trick they ate apt to play 
upon their customers at a distance 
Having suffered so much from nervous fevers myself, I 
know how to congratulate Ashley upon hrs recovery 
Other distempers only batter the walls , but fkey creep 
silently into the citadel, and put the garrison to the sword 
You perceive I have not made a squeamish use of your 
obliging offer The remembrance of past years, and of the 
sentiments formerly exchanged in our evening walks, con- 
vinces me still tliat an unreserved acceptance of what is 
graciously offered is the handsomest way of dealing with 
one of your character 

Believe me yours \Vm COWPER 
The Wellingborough Diligence passes our door every 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, and inns at the Cross 
Keys, St John’s Street, Simtfefield 
As tc the frequency, which you leave to my choice too, 
you have no need to exceed the number of your fomes 
remittances. 
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LXX. 

tlSB-DB. UADAJra PREFERMENT. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

dear joe, Dec 10, 1776 

Received two notes for twenty-five pounds. 

This day fortnight came two dozen hemngs, remarkably 
fine. If you ordered any other fish to follow them they 
swam another way. 

Dr Madan’s preferment was in the paper, but I over- 
looked It, so I know neither the name, nor the value of it 
But being^ sinecure, and as we say, a very valuable one. 
It has evely requisite to raise the spirits. 

Yours affectionately, Wm COWPER. 

1777. 

LXXI 

EPIOED SAIMON-HIS aREENHOTTSE 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

DEAR JOSEPH, Jan. 5, 1777 

1 AM much obliged to you for a tub of very fine spiced 
salmon which arrived yesterday ■ it cost us some debate, 
and a wager into the bargain, one asserting it to be stur- 
geon, and the other what it proved to be. Hut the lady 
was in the right, as she should be upon all such occasions 

My respects wait up on your family The cold is exi es 
sive , but 1 have a little greenhouse, which by the help of 
a little fire, is as blooming and as green as May. 

Yours affectionately, Wm COWPER 


LXXII. 

DRAFT ACENOWLEDDED-EARLT OVOUMBER 

TO JOSEPH HILL ESQ 

HV DEAR VBIBIID, March 30, 1777. 

Though ^ou are by this time in Berkshire at least, if not 
. in Warwickshire, 1 thought it would be best to acknowledge 
the receipt of the draft upon Child for twenty pounds, by 
the return of the post. 

I sent you two brace of cucumbers by the Diligence on 
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Fnday, that U to say, critically at the time when they were 
sure to miss you if yours are as forward, you have outstrip- 
ped all our nobility and squires in this country. Neither 
the Duke of Bedford nor Lord Sussex have cut yet. But 
you must not be angiy aith your gardener, for we have more 
sunshine in two months at some seasons, than we have had 
this half-year Yours ever VVm. COWPER. 

LXXIII. 

BBYDONE'S TRAVELS -OBAT. 

TO JObLPH HILL, KSQ 

MT DKABraievD, April— I fanoy the SOth, 1777. 

Thanks for a turbot, a lobster, and Captain Brydone ' a 
gentleman who relates his travels so agreeably, that he de- 
serves always to travel with an agreeable companion 1 
have been reading Gray’s Works, and think him the only 
poet since Shakespeare entitled to the character of' sublime 
Perhaps )OU will remember that I once* had a different 
opinion of him 1 was prejudiced He did not belong to 
our Thursday society, and was an Eton man, which lowered 
him prodigiously in our esteem I once thought Swift’s 
letters the best that could be written, but I like Gray’s better 
His humour, or Ins wit, or whatever it is to be called, is never 
ill-natured or offensive, and yet, 1 think equally poignant 
with the Dean’s. 

I am yours affectionately, Wm. COWPER 
LXXIV 

GBAT-WEST-DEOLINES BEADING THE ABBE 

BATNAL’S WOBK. 

TO JOSEPH HILl, ESq 

MY DEAR FRIEND, May 25, 1777 

We differ not much in our opinion of Mr. Gray. When 
I wrote last, I was in the middle of the book. His later 
Epistles, I think, arc worth little, as such, but might be , 
turned to excellent account by a young student of taste and 
judgment. As to Mr. West's Letters, I think I could easily 
bring your opinion of them to square with mine. They are 
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elegant and sensible, but having nothing in them that is 
charactcnstic, or that discriminates them from the letters of 
any other young man of taste and learning As to the book 
you mention, I am in doubt whether to read it or not I 
should like the philosophical part of it, but the political, 
which, I suppose, is a detail of intngues carried on by the 
Company and their servants a history of rising and falling 
nabobs I should have no appetite to at all I will not, 
therefore, give you the trouble of sending it at present 
Yours affectionally, \Vm, COWPER. 

LXXV 

LORD DARTMOUTH LENDS HIM COOK’S VOYAOE- 
HE WANTS BAKER ON THE MIOROSOOPE 
AND VINOENT BOURNE'S POEMS. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ 

HY nuB TBiBiro, July 13, 1777 

You need not give yourself any further trouble to procure 
me the South Sea voyages. IjoxA Dartmouth, who was here 
about a month since, and was so kind as to pay me two 
visits, has furnished me with both Cook’s and Forester’s. 
’Tis well for the poor natives of those distant countries that 
our national expenses cannot be supplied by cargoes of yams 
and bananas Curiosity, therefore, being once satisfied, 
they may possibly be permitted for the future to enjoy their 
nches of that kind in peace 

If, when you are most at leisure, you can find out Baker 
upon the Microscope, or Vincent Bourne’s I^tin Poems, the 
last edition, and send them, I shall be obliged to you. 
Either or both, if they can be easily found. 

1 am yours affectionately, Wm COWPER. 

LXXVI. 

MELONS. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

IIY DBAS raiBND, Oot. S3, 1777. 

If a melon in the spnng is a rant^ a melon in the 
beginnmg of winter perhaps may be so to<^ especially after 
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so sharp a frost as we have lately had, and still more if it 
should happen to be a frost when you eat it. This and the 
fellow to It grew upon one joint The vine was never 
watered since it was a seed. We ate part of one of them 
to-^y, and thought it good , the other which is better 
ripened, we supposed might be even worthy of a place at 
your table, and hare sent it accordingly. 

I am obliged to you for three parcels of herrings. The 
melon is a crimson Cantalupc Believe me. 

Affectionately yours, Wm COWPER. 

The bcisket contains, besides. Bourne’s poems and Baker 
on the Microscope with thanks. 

LXXVII 

ASKma FOB BOOKS, AND APPREHENSIVE OF 
BEING TBOUBLESOMEIN THIS WAT. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

MY DBAB nUEKD, ' Oct 28, 1777. 

As Ixird Dartmouth was so kind as to furnish me with 
Captain Cook’s last tour round the globe, and witb Mr. 
Forster’s account of the same voyage, I am unwilling to be 
farther troublesome to him ; and as 1 can venture to take 
a little liberty with you, which I could not handsomely 
take with his lordship, I will beg the favour of you, when 
you can do it conveniently, to send me either Commodore 
Byron’s voyage round the world, or Captain Cook’s first 
voyage, or both, if they are both to be had, which as the 
public curiosity is pretty well satisfied by this time, may 
possibly be the case. There was an account published by 
some of the people of the long boat, who parted from 
Captain Cook upon the coast of Patagonia. Their separa- 
tion IS all that is mentioned in Mr Byron's first publication. 
If this can be procured I shall be glad of it. And pray do 
not scruple to tell me if I am too troublesome in pestering 
you With these commissions, for I had rather hever see the 
books, than extort from you one single Pssh, 

• Yours affectionately, Wm. COWPER. 
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LXXVIIL 

OOMPOTTHD THABK8-TEE BBOALLIA, A NEW 
FLOWER. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

MTDBABFRiitiro, Dec 11, 1777 

If I begin with thank you, I must end with it too^ unless 
I manage it thus. 1 am obliged to you, and thank you for 
die books, for the fish, for the thirty pounds, which I hope 
I shall' be able to negotiate here , and Mrs Hill, for the 
seeds she is so kind as to send me, is entitled to the same 
i%tuni Besides which, when I return the books, I will 
enclose with them some seed of the plant called the Broallia, 
a new flower in this country. A few seeds were given me 
last year, which have produced a quantity. Gordon I am 
told sells It two guineas an ounce. We account it the most 
elegant flower we have seen, and when Lord Dartmouth 
was hcre,Jie did it the honour to think with us. I will 
send with it directions for the management of it 
I am, with compliments to Mrs. Hill 

Yours aflcctionately, Wm. COWPER. 

1778 . 

LXXIX 

■ THANES TO MBS. HILL-ENQUIRT CONCBBNING HIS 
SUPPLIES, UNDER AN APPREHENSION THAT 
PART OF THEM MAT HAVE BEEN 
CUTT OFF. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

Ml DKAH FBISND, Jbc. 1, 1778 

Yook last- packet was doubly welcome, and Mrs Hill s 
kindness gives me peculiar pleasure, not as coming from a 
stranger to me, for I do not ^count her so, though I never 
saw her, but as coming from one so nearly connected with 
yourself I shall take care to acknowledge the receipt of 
^her obliging letter, when I return the books. Assure your- 
self, in the meantime, that I read as if the librarian was 
at my elbow, continually jogging it, and growling out. 
Make baste. But as 1 read aloud, I shall ndt have finished 
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before the end of the week, and will return them bj the 
Diligence next Monday. 

I shall be glad if you will let me know whether I am to 
understand by the sorrow you express, that any part of my 
former supplies is actually cut off, or whether they are 
only more tardy in coming m than usual. It is useful even 
to the nch, to know, as nearly as may be, the exact amount 
of their income ; but how much more so to a man of my 
small dimensions If the former should be the case, I 
shall have less reason to be surprised, than I have to won- 
der at the continuance of them so long. Favours are favours 
indeed, when laid out upon so barren a soil, where the ex^ 
pense of sowing is never accompanied by the smallest hope 
gf return What pain there is in gratitude, I have often felt ; 
but the jileasure of requiting an obligation, has always been 
out of my reach. 

Affectionately yours, 

Wm. COWPER. 


LXXX. 

SOBBOW FOB SIB THOMAS HESKETHB DEATH- 
BEADma BAYHAL WITH QBEAT SATISFACTION 
-landlady AT NEWFOBT TO BE BUMBLEND 
FOB NOT FOBWABDINO THE FISH. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ 

HI DIAR iRiavD, April 11, 1778 

Poor Sir Thomas < I knew that I had a place in his 
affections, and from his own information, many years ago, 
a place in his will , but little thought that after the lapse 
of so many years I should still retain it His remem- 
brance of me, after so long a season of separation, has done 
me much honour, and leaves me the more reason to regret 
his decease 

I am reading the Abbd with geat satisfaction, and think 
him the most intelligent wnter upon so extensive a subject 
I ever met with , in every respect supenor to the Abbd in 
Scotland Yburs affecUonately, Wm. COWPER. 
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P S Many thanks for the intended fish. 

Samlay morning 

Which IS just come, and should have been here last 
night. 1 shall bumble ray landlady at Newport. 

LXXXI. 

ms VOICE WEAK FOB BEADmO-PBAISE OF 
the ABBE BAYNAL. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, FSQ 

inr DiiAR PRiaiiD, May 7, 1778 

I HAVE been in continual fear lest every post should 
bnng a summons for the Abbd Riiynjl , and am glad that 
I have finished him before my fears were realized I have 
kept him long, but not through neglect or idleness I 
read the five volumes to Mrs Unwin , and my voice will 
seldom serve me with more than an hour’s reading at a 
time I am indebted to him for much information upon 
subjects, which, however interesting, are so remote from 
those with which country folks in general are conversant 
that had not his works reached me at Oliicy, I should 
have been for ever ignorant of them 

I admire him as a philosopher, as a writer, as a man of 
extraordinary intelligence, and no less extraordinary abilities 
' to digest it He is a true patriot. But then the world is his 
country. The frauds and tncks of the cabinet, and the 
counter, seem to be equally objects of his aversion And 
if he had not found that religion too had undergone a mix- 
ture of artifice, in hii> turn, perhaps he would have been a 
Christian Yours affectionately, Wm COWPER. 

LXXXII 

OONOBATXTLATINO HIM ON WHAT THE OHANOEL- 

LOB HAS GIVEN HIM-OFINION OF THUBLOW. 

* 10 JOSEPH HILL, ESQ 

H\ OKAR vuiEiTD, Jane 18, 1778. 

I TRULY rejoice that the chancellor has made you such 
a present, that he has given such an additfiuud lustre to it 

8 
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by his manner of conferring and that all this happened 
before you went to Waigrorei because it made your retire- 
ment there the more agreeable. This is just accmding to 
the character of the man. He will give grudgingly, in an- 
swer to solicitation, but delights in surpnsing those he 
esteems, with his bounty. May you live to receive still 
further proofs that 1 am not mistaken in my opinion of 
him 

Yours afiectionately, Wh. COWPER. 


LXXXIII 

A LION OF OLNEY-REPOBTED REFORMS BT THE 
lord OHANCELLOR. 

TO THIi, RUV W. UNWIN. 

MY DRAK nuKHD, Jnly 18, 1778 

I HURRY you into the midst of things at once, which if 
It be not much in the epistolary style, is acknhwledged 
however to he very subhmc Mr. Morlcy, videlicet the 
grocer, is guilty of much neglect and carelessness, and has 
lately so much disappointed your mother, that she is at 
last obliged to leave him, and begs you will send her Mr. 
Rawlinson’s address, that she may transfer her custom to 
him She adds moreover, that she was well aware of the 
unseasonablcness of s-ilmon at this time, and did not mean 
that you should order any to Olncy till the spring 
Wc are indebted to you for your political intelligence, 
but have it not in our power to pay you in kind. Proceed, 
however, to give us such information as cannot be learned 
from the newspaper and when any thing anscs at Olney, 
that is not m the threadbare style of daily occurrences, you 
shall hear of it m return Nothing of this sort has hap- 
pened lately, except that a lion was imported here at the 
fair, seventy years of age, and was as tame as a goose. 
Your mother and I saw him embrace bis keeper wiA his 
paws, and lick his face Others saw him receive his head 
in Kis mouth, and restore it to him again unhurt a sight ' 
we chose not to be favoured with, but rather advised the 
honest man to dficontinoe the practice, — a practice hardly 
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reconcileable to pradence, unless he had a head to spare. 
The beast, however, was a very magmScent one, and much 
more royal in hts appearance than those I lave seen in 
the Tower. 

The paper tells us that the Chancellor is frequently at the 
Register Office, having conceived a design to shorten the 
proceedings in his court. If he has indeed such a purpose 
in view, he is so industrious and so resolute, that he will 
never let it drop unaccomplished Perhaps the practition- 
ers will have no reason to regret it, as they may gain in 
such an event, more by the multiplicity of suits, than they 
do at present by the length of them. 

Your mother joins me in affectionate respects — I should 
have said m love, to yourself^ Mrs Unwin, Miss Shuttle- 
worth, and httle John If you will accept this for a lettCK, 
perhaps I may be able to furnish you with more sueh upon 
occasion. Yours, with thanks for your last, 

Wm. COWPER. 


LXXXIV. 

DODSLE7S OOLLEOTlONB-FinE APPLES. 

TO THE REV W. UNWIN. 

NY DEAR VaiEin), D*®- ®> 1718. 

I WAS last night agreeably surpnsed by the arrival of Mr 
Dodsley His own merit is his sufficient recommendation , 
but his appearance, without having been expected or even 
thought of, made him still more welcome You have done 
a kind thing in sending him, and I wish we could recom- 
pense It by a pine-apple for every volume 

I made Mr. Wright’s gardener a present of fifty sorts of 
stove plant seeds in return, he has presented me with six 
fruiting pines, which I have put into a bark bed, where 
they thrive at present as well as I could wish. If th^ 
produce good fruit, you will stand some little chance to 
partake of tl^m But you must not expect giants, for 
being transplanted in December will certainly give them 
’a check, and probably dimmish their size He has pro- 
mised to supply me with still better plants in October, 
which is the proper season for movmg thdbi, and with a 
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reinforcement every succeeding year Mrs. Hill sent me 
the seeds , which perhaps could not have been purchased 
for less than three guineas Tis thus we great gardeners 
establish a beneficial intercourse with each other, and 
furnish ourselves with valuable things that, therefore, cost 
us nothing 

How did you escape the storm ? It did us no damage^ 
except kee{nng us awake, and giving your mother the head- 
ache , and except— what can hardly be called a damage, 
lifting a long and heavy palisade from the top of our garden 
wall, and setting it so gently down upon two old hot-beds^ 
that it was not at all Iiroken or impaired 

Your mother is welt at present, and sends her love, joining 
with me, at the same time, tn aifectionate remembrances to 
all the family Yours, Wu COWPER. 


1779. 

LXXXV. 

OBLIGATIONS TO HIS FBEBNDS. 

TO JOSEPH HII I, ESQ 

MV DEAR VRIEED, April 11, 1779 

When you favoured me with the last remittance of 
twenty pounds, you was so kind as to say I might draw for 
more, if I had occasion for it The occasion is now come 
and I shall be obliged to you for a further advance I 
know I am in your debt, which sits the easier upon me, 
because I am almost always so l.ong habit and custom 
are able to familiarise to us things much more disagreeable 
than this A debt of this kind, 1 am, at present at least 
able to discharge But I owe you upon other accounts 
what I can never pay, extciH by tontmuing. 

Affectionately and truly yours, Wm. COWPER. 
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LXXXVI 

SNOuiRT aoNamasrmo the fbioe of glass- 

JONSON’S EDITION OF THE POETS. 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN 
MT BEAR wsasD, May 26, 1779 

I MUST beg your assistance in a design I have formed 
to cheat the gUzier. Government has laid a tax upon 
glass, and he has trebled it I want as much as will 
serve for a large frame, but am unwilling to pay an exorbi- 
tant price for it 1 shall be obliged to you, therefore^ if 
you will enquire at a glass-manufacture’s how he sells his 
Newcastle glass, such as is used for frames and hot-houses. 
If you will be so good as to send me this information, and 
at the same time the manufacture’s address, I will execute 
the rest of the business myself, without giving you any 
farther trouble 

I am obliged to you for the l^et&, and though I little 
thought that I w.as translating so much money out of your 
pocket iBto the bookseller’s, when I turned Prior’s poem 
into Latin, yet I must needs say that, if you think it worth 
while to purchase the English Classics at all, you cannot 
possess yourself of them upon better terms. 1 have looked 
into some of the volumes, but not having yet hnished the 
Register have merely looked into them A few things I 
have met, with, which if they had been burned the moment 
they were written, it would have been better for the author, 
and at least as well for his readers There is not much of 
this, but a little is too much 1 think it a pity the editor 
admitted any , the English Muse would have lost no credit 
by the omission of such trash Some of them again seem 
very disputable nght to a place among the Cla.ssics , and I 
am quite at loss, when I see them in such company, to 
conjecture what is Dr Jonson’s idea or definition of classical 
merit But if he inserts the poems of some who can hardly 
be said to deserve such an honour, the purchaser may com- 
fort himself with the hope that he will exclude none that do 
Your mofher sends her love and affectionate remem- 
brance to all at Stock, from the tallest to the shortest 
there, in which she is accompanied by yours, 

\yM. COWPER. 
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LXXXVII 

&AMSOATE-SEA80N FOB PBEFEBBINO IT TO 
MABOATE-LOBD HOLLAinPS NEW BUINS. 

TO iHfc RLV WILLIAM UNWIN. 

MY DFAKVItlKNU, Julyi 1770, 

Ii you please, you may give my service to Mr James 
Martin, gla/ier, and tell him that I have furnished myself 
with glass from Eedford, for half the money. 

When 1 was at Margate, it was an excursion of pleasure 
to go to see Ramsgate The pier, I rememher, was accoun- 
ted .1 most excellent piece of stone-work, and ^uch I found 
It IJy tins time, 1 !>u['pose, it is finished , and surely it is 
no small advantage, that you have an opportunity of 
oliserving how nicely those great stones are put together, 
as often as you please, without either trouble or expense 
But )ou think Margate more lively, bo is a Cheshire cheese 
full of mites more lively than a sound one but that very 
liveliness only proves its rottenness I remember, too, 
that Margate, though full of company, w'as ‘generally filled 
with siK h company, as people wno w'crc* mce in the clioice 
of their comp.in), were rather fearful of keeping coiiiiiany 
with 'flic hoy went to laintlon every week, loaded with 
ma* kercl and herrings, and retiiriicil loaded willi i ()mp.iny 
The « heapness ol the conveyance made it equally t ommo- 
dious for Dead fish and Lively conijianv So, perhaps, 
your solitude at Ramsg.itc may turn out another .advantage , 
at least I should think it one 

There was not, at that tunc, much to be seen in the Isle 
of Tlnnct, besioes the beauty of the countr>, and the fine 
prospects of the sea, which aic no wliiie surp.assed except 
in the Isle of Wight, or uijon some parts ot the coast of 
Hampshire One sight however, I reniemlier, engagi d 
my curiosity, and I went to sec it — a line piece of rums, 
built by the late I Aird i lolkind, at a grt .it expense, whu n. 
the day .liter 1 saw it, tumbled down to. nothing Perhaps, 
therefore, it is still auiin , and il it is, I woukradvise you 
by all mollis to visit it, as it must have been murb iin 
proved by this fortunate incident. It is hardly jHissihle to 
put stones togcUicr with that aix ol wild and inagnilieent 
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disorder which they are sure to acquire by falling of their 
own accord 

We heartily wish that Mrs. Unwin may receive the ut- 
most benefit of bathing At the same tune we caution 
you against the use of it, however the heat of the weather 
may seem to recommend it It is not safe for thin habits, 
hectically inclined 

I remember, — (the fourth and last thing I mean to ro- 
nieniber upon this occasion,) that bam Cox the counsel, 
walking by the seaside as if absorbed in deep contempla- 
tion, was questioned about what he was musing on He 
replied, “I was wondenng that such an almost infinite and 
uniiieldy element should pmduce a tprat” 

Our love attends your whole iiarty 

Vours aflertionately, W C 

P S Vou arc desired to purchase three [loiinds of siv- 
penny white worsted, at a shop well recommended tor that 
< oinmodity The isle of Thanct is famous for it, beyond 
any othA place,in the kingdom 

LXXXVIII 

SHLTSY WEATHER-OOWPES’S DANGSB FBOU 
THE TIDE AT MABDATE-MB. TWOPENNY. 

lO IHE RFV WII I IVM UWVIV 

MV UMR IKIlVn, .Tilly 17, 177<l 

W r, envy you your sea-brec/es, Li the garden we loci 
nothing blit the reflection of the heat fioiii the w.iUs , nul 
ill the p.irlour, from the opposite houses I t.mcy V irgil 
was so situated when he wrote those two beautitul linos 

Oh r/HU Mr qeltdxa mxaUibna Ifnmi 

Sistatf cl iaf/C7Ui ramni'itoi proftgal vmO}<^ ! 

The worst of it is, that though the siiii-bcciin'i strike as 
forcibly upon my haqi-strings as they did upon his, they 
elicit no such sounds, but rather prudiac siuli eroans ..s 
they arc said to have drawn from those oi the staiui of 
Memiion 

As you have ventured to make the experiment, your own 
expcnoiice will be your best guide in the Article of bathing 
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An inference will hardly follow, though one should pull at 
it with all one’s might, from Smollet’s case to yours. He 
was corpulent, muscular, and strong , whereas, if you were 
either stolen or strayed, such a description of you in an ad- 
vertisement would hardly direct an enquirer with sufficient 
accuracy and exactness. But if bathing does not make 
your headache, or prevent your sleeping at night, I should 
imagine it could not hurt you 

I remember taking a walk upon the strand at Margate, 
where the cliff is high and perpendicular. At long inter- 
vals there arc cart-ways, cut through the rock down to the 
beach, and there is no other way of access to it, or of return 
from It I walked near a mile upon the water edge, with- 
out observing that the tide was rising fast upon me When 
I did observe it, it was almost too late I ran every step 
back again, and had much ado to save my distance. I 
mention this as a caution, lest you should happen at any 
time to be suriirised as I was It would be very unpleasant 
to be forced to cling, like a cat, to the side of a precipice, 
and perhaps hardly possible to do it, for four hours without 
any respite 

It seems a trifle, but it is a real disadvantage to have no 
better name to [lass by than the gentleman you mention 
Whether we suppose him settled and promoted in the army, 
the church, or the law, how uncouth the sound— Captain 
Twopenny • Bishop Twopenny • Judge Twopenny i The 
abilities of Lord Mansfield would hardly impart a dignity to 
such a name Should he perform deeds worthy of poetical 
panegyric, how difficult would it be to ennoble the sound 
of Twopenny i 

Muse ' place him high npou the lists of Fame, 

The wonderuus m.ta, and Twopenny hie name 1 

But to be serious, if the French should land in the Isle 
of Thanet, and Mr Twopenny should fall into their hands, 
he will have a fair op[Jortunity to frenchify his name, and 
may call himself Monsieur Deux Sous, which, when he 
comes to be exchanged by Cartel, will easily resume an 
English form, and slide naturally into Two Shoes, in my 
mind a considerable improvement 

Yours affectionately, W C 
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IJCXXIX 

MB. TWOPENirr-PETlTIONS FOB PABLIAMENT- 
ABT BEFOBMB. 

TO THE REV. W UNWIN 

MT DEAR FRIEND, Aog 17, 1779 

You Will not expect line for line, or that I should measure 
your two last letters by a foot rule, and send you so many 
feet and so many inches in return I like very well to write , 
but then I am fond of gardenmq too, and can hnd but little 
leisure for the pen, except when the we.ithcr forbids me to 
employ myself among my plants Such is the case this 
morning , the almost tropical heat ot the day has dnven me 
into the house, where, not knowing how to employ myself 
better, 1 am doing as you see 

You thought you had said too much about the Doctor , 
and I feared 1 had said too much, or with too much free* 
dom, about Mr. Twopenny , though I stood quite clear of 
any design to ijndcrvalue the man, at the same time I made 
merry w ith lus name 1 used it as a plaything, imagining I 
should hardly find a cheaper. 

Respecting the Doctor, you judge exactly as I had judg- 
ed before I received your lnst,and so I had told your muthei 
It would be wrong to court him , — non est tnnfi you 
held him by the hand while he was sinking, and if upon his 
first beginning to emerge, he is capable of putting an in- 
tended slight upon you, your best course is to suffer it pa- 
tiently, and to take care that it be the last. 

As to your Kentish petitioners, they mean well, but the 
case IS hojicless, and, consequently, the attempt (may 1 ven- 
ture to say It ?) idle When Henry the Eighth reformed the 
church, he had twice as much power as George the 'I'hird ; 
both Houses of Parliament were on his side, and the clergy 
themselves, in convocation, being both ashamed .ind afraid 
to do otherwise, concurred heartily in the work , but when 
the Parliament itself is to be reformed, itself must effect the 
reformation And, do you think you base eloquence en- 
ough, m all your county, to persuade them to relinquish 
what they have so earnestly laboured to obtain ? Will pen- 
sioners, when they have read your harangue, resign their 
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emolument ; placemen quit their offices ; and candidates, 
fpt preferment abandon all their blooming hopes, and say, 
“these gentlemen are in the nght , the nation will be ruined 
we will retire, and be content ?*' I am afraid not ; luxury 
makes men necessitous , necessity exposes them to corrup- 
tion ; corruption inclines them still more to profusion , and 
profusion, continually increasing, begets new necessities. 
These again engender corruption and profligacy of principle, 
and, as poor Robin says, so the world goes round The 
king, in the mean time, is a sorrowful spectator of the scene, 
but a helpless one. No measure of government can proceed 
without a majority on its side, a majority cannot be had 
unless It be bought , then what answer can his majesty pos- 
sibly return to the petition ? If it is conceived in loyal and 
obedient terms, it is teasing him ; if otherwise, insulting. 
So you see I differ from your neighbours upon the subject. 

A longer arm and a stronger hand is requisite to this 
business. Man never was reformed by man , nor ever can 
be Your petition therefore, should be earned elsewhere, 
or It will be in vain Dtxt * 

We rejoice th.it you are all safe at Stock again. Your 
mother is well, and sends her best love You will be 
pleased to remember me affectionately to all under your 
roof, and to believe me. Yours, Wm. COWPER. 

XC 

OOlOaSBION FOR A GLAZIER’S DIAUONE-TAME 
PIGEONS-TRIP TO GATHURST. 

ro THB KEV WILLIAM UNWIN. 

AMIOO JflO, Sept 21, 1779. 

Be pleased to buy me a glazier’s diamond pencil. I have 
glazed the two frames designed to receive my pine plants ; 
but I cannot mend the kitchen windows, till by the help of 
that implement I can leduce the glass to its proper dimen- 
sions. If I were a plumber I should be a complete glazier ; 
and possibly the happy time may come, when I shall be seen 
trudging away to the neighbouring towns with a shelf oC ' 
glass hanging at my back. If government should impose 
another tax upon that commodity, I hardly know a busmess 
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in which a gentleman might more successfully employ him* 
self. A Chinese, of ten times my fortune^ would avail him- 
self of such an opportunity without scruple , and why should 
not I, who want money as much as any mandarin in China> 
Rousseau would have been charmed to have seen me so i 
occupied and would have exclaimed with rapture, “that he | 
had found the Emilins who (he supposed) had subsisted < 
only in his own idea." I would recommend it to you to 
follow my example Vou will presently qualify yourself for 
the task, and may not only amuse yourself at home, but 
may even exercise your skill in mending the church windows ; 
which, as It would save money to the parish, would conduce 
together with your other miniitenal accomplishments, to 
make you extremely popular in the place. 

I have eight pair of tame pigeons When I first enter the 
garden in a morning, 1 find them perched upon the wall, 
waiting for their breaklast , for I feed them always upon the 
gravel-walk. If your wish should be accomplished, and you 
should find yoi'rself furnished with the wings of a dove I 
shall undoubtedly find you amongst them. Only be so good 
if that should be the case, to announce yourself by some 
means or other. For I iin::^ne your crop will require some- 
thing better than tares to fill it 

Your mother and I last week made a trip in a postchaise 
to Gayhurst, the seat of Mr Wright, about four miles off 
He understood that I did not much affect strange faces,, 
and sent over his servant on purpose to inform me that he 
was going into Leicestershire, and that if I chose to see the 
gardens, I might gratify myself without danger of seeing the 
proprietor. I accepted the invitation, and was delighted 
with all I found there. The situation is happy, the gardens 
elegantly disposed, the hot-house m the most flourish ing.i- 
state, and the orange trees the most captivating creatures of ’ 
the kind 1 ever saw. A man, in short, had need have thei 
talents of Cox or Langford, the auctioneers, to do the whole 
scene justice 

Our love attends you all. Yours, W. C> 
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WISHES TO BOBBOW THB PAMPHLET CALLED 
AHTIOIPATIOH-ABIOH AHD FISH. 

TO JO^PH HILL ESQ. 

nr SEAR niBND, Oct. 8, 1779. 

You begin to count the remaining days of the vacation, 
not with impatience, but through unwillingness to see the 
end of It For the mind of man, at least of most men, is 
equally busy in anticipating the evil and the good. That 
word aHhetpatum puts mu in remembrance of the pamphlet 
of that name, which, if you ptiirh.ised, 1 should be glad to 
borrow 1 have seen only an extract from it in the Review, 
which made me laugh heartily, and wish to peruse the 
whole 

The newspaper informs me of the arrival of the Jamaica 
fleet 1 hoiie it imports some pineapple plants for me I 
have a good frame and a good bed prepared te receive them 
1 send you annexed a fjablc, in which the piPC-apple makes 
a figure, and shall lie glad if you like the haste of ib Two 
pair of soles, with shrimps, which amved last night, demand 
my acknowledgments You have heard that when Anon 
performed upon the harp, the fish followed him I really 
have no design to fiddle you out of more fish, but if you 
should esteem my verses worthy of such a price, though 
1 shall never be so renowneil as he was, I shall think 
myself equally indebted to the muse that helps me. 

My affectionate respects attend Mrs Hill She has put 
Mr. Wnght to the expense of building a new hot-house : 
the plants produced by the seeds she gave me, having 
grown so laigc as to require an apartment by themselves 
/ Yours, Wm. COWPER. 



ON DB. JONSON’S LTFB OF MILTON. 

TO THE REV WILLIAM UNWIN 
Mr DBAR FBIEHD, Oct. 31, 1779. 

I WROTE my last letter merely to inform you that I had 
nothing to say , tb answer to which you have said nothing. 
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I admire the propnety of your conduct though I am a loser 
by It. I will endeavour to say something now, and shall 
hope for something in return 
I have been well entertained with Johnson’s biography, 
for which I thanic you with one exception, and that a 
swingeing one^ I think he has acquitted himself with his 
usual good sense and sufficiency His treatment of Milton 
IS unmerciful to the last degree A pensioner is not likely 
to spare a republican ; and the Doctor, in order, I suppose, 
to convince his royal patron of the sincerity of his monar- 
chical principles has belaboured that great poet’s, character 
with the most industrious cruelty. As a man, he nas 
hardly left him the shadow of one good quality Churlish- 
ness in bis private life, and a rancorous haired of every 
tiling royal in his public, arc the two colours with which 
he has smeared all the canvass If he had any virtues, 
they arc not to be found in the Doctor’s picture of him , 
and It IS well for Milton, that some sourness in Ins temper 
IS the only vice jvith which his memory has been charged , 
It lb evident enough that if his biographer could have dis- 
( overed more, he would not have spared him As a poet, 
he has treated him with seventy enough, and has plucked 
one or two of the most beautiful feathers out of his Muse’s 
wing, and trampled them under his great foot He has 
pas<ied bcntcnce of condemnation u}>on Lycidas, and has 
taken occasion, from that charming poem, to expose to 
ridicule, (what is indeed ndiculous enough,) the childish 
prattlcment of pastoral compositions, as if Lycidas was the 
prototype and pattern of them all The liveliness of the 
description, the sweetness of the numbers, the classical 
spirit of antiquity that prevails in it, go for nothing I am 
convinced by the way, that he has no ear for poetical 
numbers, or that it was stopped by p'erjudicc against the 
harmony of Milton’s Was there ever any thing so delight- 
ful as the music of the Paradise Lost It is like that of a 
fine organ , ^s the fullest and the deepest tones of ma- 
]esty, with all the softness and elegance of the Dorian flute. 
^Variety without end and never equalled, unless perhaps by 
Virgil Yet the Doctor has httle or nothing to say upon 
this copious theme, but talks something about the unfitness 
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of the English language for blank verse, and how apt it is, in 
the mouth of some riders, to degenerate into declamation. 
Qh ' I could thresh his old jacket, bll I made his pension 
jmgle in his pocket 

I could talk a good while longer, but I have no room ; 
our love attends you. Yours affectionately, W. C. 

XCIII. 

ENOLOSma THE VERSES OH THTTBLOW'S FEOMO- 
TION TO SEALS. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ 

MV DKAR nurvn, Nov. 14, 1779. 

Youk approbation of my last Heliconian present en- 
tourages me to send you another I wrote it, indeed, on 
purpose for you , for my subjects are not always such as 
1 could hope would prove agreeable to you. My mind 
has always a melancholy cast, and is l)ke some pools I have 
seen, which, though filled with a black and putnd water, 
will nevertheless, in a bright day, reflect the sun-beams 
from their surface 

“On the Promotion of Edward Thurlow” &c. 

Yours aflcctionatcly, W&i COWPER 

XCIV 

SUCCESSION OF HUMAN EVENTS-MB. UNWIN'S 
DISPOSITION -PABTIOTISH. 

TO IME REV WILLIAM UNWIN 

MV DEAR raiRND, Deo. 2, 1779. 

How quick lb the succession of human events ■ The 
tares of to-day arc seldom the cares of to-morrow , and 
when we he down at night, we may safely say to most of 
our troubles — “Yc have done your worst, and we shall meet 
no more ” 

This observation was suggested to me by rlading your 
last letter , which though I have wntten since I received 
It, 1 have never answered When that epistle passed under 
your pen, you weie miserable about your tithes, and your 
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imagination was hung round with pictures, that terrified 
you to such a degree, as made even the receipt of money 
burdensome. But it is all over now You sent away 
your farmers in good humour, (for you can make people 
. meny whenever you please,) and now you have nothing 
[to do but to chink your purse, and laugh at what is past. 
Your delicacy makes you groan under that which other 
men never feel, or feel but slightly A fly, that settles 
upon the tip of the nose, is troublesome , and this is a 
comparison adequate to the most that mankind in general 
are sensible of, upon such tiny occasions But the flies, 
that pester you, always get between your eyelids, where 
the annoyance is almost insupportable 
I would follow your advice, and endeavour to furnish 
Lord North with a scheme of supplies for the ensuing year, 
if the difficulty 1 find in answenng the call of my own emer- 
gencies did not make me despair of satisfying those of the 
nation. I can say but this , if I bad ten acres of land in 
the world, whereas I have not one, and in those ten acres 
should discover a gold mine, richer than all Mcnco and 
Peru, when I had reserved a few ounces for my own annual 
supply, I would willingly give the rest to government 
My ambition would be more gratified by annihilating the 
national incumbrances, than by going daily down to the 
bottom of a mine, to wallow in my own emolument This 
IS patriotism, you will allow ] but, alas, this virtue is for the 
most part in the hands of those who can do no good with 
it I He that has but a single handful of it, catches so 
greedily at the first opportunity of growing nch, that his 
patriotism drops to the ground, and he grasps the gold 
instead of it He that never meets with such an opportu- 
nity, holds it fast n his clenched fists, and says, — “Oh, 
haw much good I would do, if 1 could I” 

Your mother says— “Pray send my dear love." There is 
hardly room to add mine, but you will suppose it. 

Yours, 


W C 
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1780 . 

xcv 

AKEODOTE OF BIOBT AND ALDEBICAN BEOKFOBD 
-BESEMBLANCE BETWEEN THOSE TIMES AND 
THE AGE OF nw/LB.T.lia THE FIBBT-OONDUOT 
OF THE BEFOBMEBS CONDEMNED AS DANGEB- 
ODS. 

TO THB, REV W, UNWIK 

MY 0>A1l FRIRND, Feb, 13, 1780 

Tur last of your mother’s two reasons for not writing 
sooner, must serve as an apology for me Uncertain when 
you would go to town, 1 1 hose to stay till that affair was 
dec ided I am to thank you for your portraits taken from 
the life in the House of ('ommons, not foigetting the Chan- 
cellor, the Duke of Richmond, anti the Bishops’ wigs Mr 
Burke’s mispronunciation of the word veettgai, brings to my 
remembrance a jocular altercation that passed when I was 
once in the gtillery, between Mr Rigby and the late Alder- 
nun Becktord The latter was a very incorrect speaker, 
and the former, 1 imagine, not a very accurate scholar. 
He vt nliired, however, upon a quotation from Terence, and 
delivered it thus, Ai«e Scelere ef Bacclw fngtt h^enus The 
Alderman interrupted him, was vtu’y severe upon his mis- 
take, and restored Ceres to her plawj m the sentence. Mr 
Kigby rejilied tli.it he was obliged to his worthy friend for 
teaching him I.alin, and would take the first opportunity 
to return the favour by teaching him English 

You are nut alone, I lieiieve, in thinking that you sec a 
striking resemblance between the reign of his present majesty 
and tlut of Charles the I’irst The undue extension of the 
influence of the crown , the discountenancing and displac- 
ing of men obnoxious to the court, though otherwise men 
of unexceptionable conduct and character , the waste of 
the public money, and especially the suspicion that obtains 
of a fixed design in government to favour the cause of 
Popery, are features common to both faces. Again these 
caubca h.ivc begun to produce the same effects now as they 
did in the reign of that unhappy monarch It is long since 
1 saw Lord Clarendon’s account of it, but unless my memory. 
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fails me much, I think you will find, (and, indeed, it could 
hardly be otherwise,) that the leaders of the discontented 
party, and the several counties in their interest, had a good 
understanding with each other, and devised means for the 
communication of intelligmice much like our modern 
committees of correspondence You ask my opinion of 
the tendency of such associations. No, I mistake , you 
do not ask mine, but you give your own, which is exactly 
according to my own sentiments. Indeed they are explic it 
enough, and if one was inclined to suppose their intentions 
peaceable, they have taken care that the supposition shall 
be groundless A year ago they expressed their wishes 
that the people would rise, and their astonishment that 
jhey did not. Now, they tell government plainly that the 
spirit of resistance is gone forth, that the nation is at l.ist 
roused, that they will fly to arms upon the next provocation 
and bid them slight the Yorkshire petition at their peril 
bir George Saville’s speech reminded me of that line in 
which is. described the oiiening of the Temple of Janus, 
a ceremony th&t obtained a> the established prelude to 
a war , 

Diteardta tetra 

Belitfcrraloi poHei, porlutqtie 

It seems clear, then, that hostilities are intended as the 
last resource As to the tone they choose for the purpose, 
u IS, in iny mind, the worst they could have chosen So 
many gentlemen of the first rank and property in the king- 
dom, resolutely bent upon their purpose, their design pro- 
fcss^ly so laudable and their means of compassing it so 
formidable, would command attention ..t any time A 
quarrel of this kind, even if it proceeded to the last extri- 
mity, might possibly be settled without the run of the 
country, while there was peace with the neighbouring king- 
doms , but while there is war abroad, such an extensive 
war as the present, I fear it cannot 

I add to what your mother says about Indian ink,— a few 
brushes, and*a pencil or two, with any thing else that nuy 
•be considered convenient for the use of a beginner, as far 
as five shillings. 1 do not think my talent in the art worth 
more; She desires me to remind you qf your promised 
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vote and interest for a place in Christ’s Hospital, of whi'cfay 
she understands, you are now a governor , — and the parcel 
may come by the waggon, which it will do if it is sent on a 
Wednesday to the Windmill in St John Street. 

XCVI 

POOB OFmiON OF ms OWir LBltEBS-OBSfiBVA^ 
TION OF SIB JOSHUA BB7N0LD8 -EPHEMEBAL 
SUBJEOTS-MAOAlirS THELFPHTHOBA. 

TO THh KFV WII I lAM UNWIN 
MV DEAR FRIEVD, Feb 27 I7S0 

As you are pleased to desire my letters, I am the more 
pleased with writing them . though at the same time I must 
needs testify my surprise tli.it you should think them worth 
receiving, as I seldom send one that I think favourably of 
myself 'I'liis is not to be understood as an imputation 
upon your t.istc of judgment, but as an encomium upon 
iiiy own modesty and humility, which 1 desiye you to remark 
well It IS a just observation of Sir Joshua Reynolds, that 
though men of ordin.iry talents may he highly satisfied with 
their oiin productions, men of true genius never arc, W’liat- 
tver be their subjei t, they always seem to themselves to 
fall short of it, even when they seem to others most to excel. 
And for this reason, — be-eause the'y have a certain sublime 
sense of jicrfeetion, which other men are strangers to, and 
v\ liieh they themselves in their performances are not able to 
exemplify Your servant. Sir Joshua ' I little thought of 
feeing you when I began , but as you have popped in you 
are welcome 

When I wrote last, I was a little inclined to send you a 
copy of verses entitled the Mordern Patriot, but was not 
quite pleased with a line or two, wliidi I found it difficult 
to mend, therefore did not At night I read Mr, Burke’s 
speech in the newspaper, and was so well pleased with his 
proposals for a reformation, and with the temper in which 
he made them, that 1 began to think better of his cause, 
and burnt my verses buch is the lot of the man ,whof 
writes upon the sulqect of the day ; the aspect of aifairs 
changes in an hour or two, and his opinion with it , what 
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Was just and wcH-deservcd satire in the morning, in the 
evening becomes a libel , the author commences his own 
judge, and while he condemns with unrelenting seventy 
what he so lately approved, is sorry to find that he has 
Inid his leaf-gold up nn t^fiirhwnod, which crumbled away 
under his fingers Alas < what I can I do with my wit ? I 
I have not enough to do great things with, and these little 
things arc so fugitive, that while a man catches at the subject, 
he IS only filling hu, hand with smoke I must do with it 
as 1 do with my linnet , I keep him for the most part in 
a cage, but now and then set ojicn the door, that he may 
whisk about the room a little, and then shut him up again 
My-whiakuig wil.hns prntliti.cd the following, the subject of 
whii‘h I,, mnr,' inipnrciqt tbtt in.miierin whii.li LJuvc 
«■ ’’’iplv, but ^ '"^y 

nil truth i<j stf>rliny , I Cl ily premise, that in a jihilosnphical 
tract in the Register, I found it asserted that the glow-worm 
IS the nightingale’s food * 

Have«you heard ? who has not ? for a recommendatory 
advertisement of it is already published that a certain 
kinsman of your humble servant’s lus uritton a tract, now 
in the press, to prove polygamy a divine institution ' A 
plurality of w'lvcs is intended, but not of husbands The 
end proposed by the author is to remedy the prevailing 
practice of seduclion,t by making the female dilinquent 
Jiuttf the lawful wife of the male. An ulhver of a regiment, 
part of which is quartered here, gave one of the soldiers 
leave to be drunk six weeks, in hoixis of curing him by 
satiety he wcis drunk six weeks, and is so still, as often as 
he can find an opportunity <;)iii- viis> may ewnll»iii- up 
another, but nn vut.. nf IfthiiJ n. r brmigb* 

in hlit-V<»rfHrt, I lhat 11 ignc— 

They who value the man aresorry for his hook the rest say, 
8(UtUHtur ruu Mulct, lu abidii 


* This Iieter contained the fable of the Nightingale and 61nw- 
woriii 

t In the anginal letter it is aduHtiy, —hut I have thought it right 
to correct au obvious lUMtakc in writing * 
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Thanks for all you have done, and all you intend ; the 
biography will be particularly welcome. Yours, W. C. 

XCVII. 

FEELINOS ON MIL NEWTON'S BEMOVATTBOIT ‘ 
OLNET. 

TO MRS NEWTON. 

DEAR MADAM, March 4, 1780 

To coniniunicatc surprise is almost, perhaps quite, as 
agreeable t-, to receive it This is my present motive for 
writing to vou rather than to Mr Newton. He would be 
pleased with hearing trom me, but he would not be suvpna- 
cd .at It , you see, therefore, 1 am selfish upon the present 
occasion, and principally consult my own gratification. 
Indeed, if 1 consult yours, I should be silent, for 1 have- no 
such budget as the minister’s furnished and stuffed with 
ways and means for every emergency, and shall find it 
difficult, perhaps, to raise supplies even for a short •epistle 
You have observed in common conversation, that the 
m.in who voughs and blows his nose the oftenest, (I mean 
if he has not a ( old,) does it because he has nothing to say 
Even so It IS in letter-writing a long preface, such as mine. 
Is an ugly symptom, .ind always forebodes great sterility in 
the following pages 

The vicaraqe-housc became a melancholy object, as soon 
as Mr Newton had left it , when you left it, it became more 
melancholy now it is actually occupied by another family, 
even I cannot look at it without being shocked As I 
walked in the garden this evening, 1 saw the smoke issue 
from the study chimney, and said to myself, that used to be 
a sign that Mr. Newton was there , but it is so no longer. 
The walls of the house know nothing ot the change that has 
taken place , the bolt of the chamber-door sounds just as 
It used to do , and when Mr. Page goes upstairs, for aught 
T know, or ever shall know, the fall of his foot could hardly, 
perhaps, be distinguished from that of Mr Newton. But 
Mr Newton’s foot will never be beard upon that staircase 
again. These reflections, and such as these, occurred to me 
upon tlie occasion; and though in many respects 1 have no 
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more rensibility left than there k in brick and mortar, yet I am 
not permitted to be quite unfeeling upon this subject If I 
were in a condition to leave Olney too, I certainly would not 
stay in it It is no attachment to the place that binds me 
here, but an unfitness for every other. I lived in it once, 
but now 1 am buried in it, and have no business with the 
world on the outside of my sepulchre , my appearance 
would startle them, and theirs would be shocking to me 

Such aic my thoughts about the matter Others arc 
more deeply affected, and by more weighty considerations, 
having been many years the objects of a ministry which 
they had reason to account themsehes happy in the pos- 
session of, they fear they shall find themselves great suffer- 
ers by the alteration that has taken place , they would have 
had rca.son to fear it in any case. But Mr Newton’s suc- 
cessor does not bring with him the happiest presages, so 
that in the present state of things they have double reason 
for their fears Though I can never be the better for Mr 
Page Mr* Page jhall never be the worse for me If his 
conduct shall even justify the worst apprehensions that have 
been formed of his character, it is no personal concern of 
mine Hut this I can venture to s-ay, that if he is not spot- 
less, his spots will be seen, and the plainer, because he 
comes after Mr Newton 

We were concerned at your account of Robert, and have 
little doubt but he will shuffle himself out of his place. 
Where he will find another, is a question not to be resolved 
by those who recommend him to this I wrote him a long 
letter, a day or two after the receipt of yours, but I am 
afraid it was only clapping a blister upon the crown of a 
wig-block. 

My respects attend Mr Newton and yourself, accom- 
jianicd with much affection for you both 

Yours, dear Madam, W C. 
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XCVIII. 

BEJOIOES IN HIS FRIEND’S INORESEE OF BUSINESS 
-THURLOW’S OPINION OF HIMSELF-POLITiaS- 
FIZED AT OLNE7 AND UNABLE TO BEAB 
EVEN THE THOUGHT OF LONDON. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ 

MT DEAB FBiBSD, March 16, 1780. 

If I had had the horns of a snail, I should have drawn them 
in the moment I saw the reason of your epistolary brevity, 
because I felt it too. May your seven reams be multiplied 
into fourteen, till your letters become truly I^accdsemonian, 
and are reduced to a single syllable Though I shall be a 
sufferer by the effect, I shall rejoice in the cause. You are 
naturally formed for business, and such a head as yours 
can never have too much of it Though my predictions 
have been fulfilled in two instances, 1 do not plume my- 
self much upon my sagacity , because it required but little 
to foresee that I'hurlow would be chancellqr, and ‘that you 
would have a crowded office As to the rest of my connex- 
ions, there, too, I have given proof of equal foresight, with 
not a jot more reason for vanity Any body might see that 
they were too much like myself to be good for anything ; 
disqualified by temper, and unfurnished with abilities to be 
useful either to themsdves or others. 

To use the phrase of all who ever wrote upon the state of 
Europe, the political horizon is dark inde^ The cloud 
has lieen thickening, and the thunder advancing many 
years The storm now seems to be vertical, and threatens 
to burst upon the land, as if, with the next clap it would 
shake all to pieces I did not know, (for 1 know nothing 
but what 1 learn from the General Evening,) that there 
was a deliberate purpose on the part of government, to set 
up the throne of despotism If that is the case, no doubt 
but the standard of opposition will flame against it, till it 
has consumed to ashes the devisers of a project that in this 
country is sure to terminate in the ruin of thme tliat form 
It Alas, of what use is history, and why should kings be 
taught to read, if they read to so little purpose ? As for me> 
I am no Quaker, except where military matters are in 
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question, and there I am much of the same mind with an 
honest man, who, when he was forced into the service, 
declared he would not fight, and gave this reason— because 
he saw nothing worth fighting for You will say, perhaps, 
ils not liberty worth a struggle 7 True . but will success insure 
lit to me ? Might I not, like the Americans, emancipate 
myself from one master, only to serve a score, and, with 
laurels upon my brow, sigh for my former chains again ? 

Many thanks for your kind invitation Ditto to Mrs 
Hill, for the seeds — unexpected, and therefore the more 
welcome I have not a leg that is not tied to Olney , and 
if they were all at liberty, not one of them all would hop 
to London. The thought of it distresses me ; the sight of 
It would craze me. 

You gave me great pleiisure, by what you say of my uncle. 
His motto shall be 

Hte tier perpetmm atque oltenii nuautbm centoji 

I remeqibcr the time when I have been kept waking, by 
the fear that he would die before me , but now, I think, I 
shall grow old first 

Yours, my dear friend, affectionately, W C. 

XCIX 

BEFOBMATION HOT THE WOBKS OF MAH ALOHE 

-DAHOEB OF BEVOLUTIOHABT EZFEBIMENTS. 

TO THE REV JOHN NEWTON. 

March 18, 1780 

I AS! obhged to you for the communication of your 

correspondence with It was impossible for any man, 

of any temper whatever, and however wedded to his own 
purpose, to resent so gentle and friendly an exhortation as 
you sent him Men of lively imaginations are not often 
remarkable for solidity of judgment They have generally 
strong passions to bias it, and are led far away from their 
proper road,* in pursuit of pretty phantoms of their own 
Creating No law ever did or can effect what he has as- 
cribed to that of Moses , it is reserved for Mercy to subdue 
the corrupt inchnabons of mankind, which threatenings 
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and penalties, through the depravity of the heart, have 
always had a tendency rather to inflame 

The love of power seems as natural to kings, as the 
desire of liberty is to their subjects ; the excess of either 
is vicious, and tends to the ruin of both There are many, 
I believe, who wish the present corrupt state of things dis- 
solved, in the hope that the pure primitive constitution will 
spniig up from the ruins. But it is not for man by hftnself 
man, to bring order out of confusion ; the progress from one 
to the other is not natural, much less necessary, and without 
the intervention of divine aid, impossible ; and they who 
are for m.iking the hazardous ei^eriment, would certainly 
find themselves disappointed 

Afibctionately yours, \V C. 


C 

PRESENTATION TO CHRIST’S HOSPITAL 
KEEPINO THE SABBATH. 


TO TITF REV WILI lAH UNWIN 
NY PKAB FKTENu, March 88, 1780. 

I HAVE heard nothing more from Mr Newton upon the 
subject you mention , but I dare say that, having been 
given to expect the benefit of your nomination in behalf of 
his nephew, he still depends upon it His obligations to 
Mr Thornton have been so numerous, and so weighty, 
that though he has, in a few instances, prevailed upon 
himself to recommend an object now and then to his 
patronage, he has very sparingly, if at all, exerted his inter- 
est with him in behalf of his own relations The best way 
to reconcile yourself to this application of your bounty, 
will be to consider that your pnncipal and mam intention 
in It is to oblige your mother As to the boy — 

" To whom related, or by whom begot," 

IS a very unimportant part of the subject. , 

With respect to the advice you arc required to give to a 
young lady, that she may be probably instructed in the' 
manner of keeping the sabbath, you are so well qualified 
for bie task yourtelf, that it is impossible you should need 
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any assistance , at least it is hardly possible that I should 
afford you any, who consider myself as no longer interes- 
ted in the question As you desire it, however, and I am 
not-wiUing to refuse you Ae little that is in my power, I 
just subjoin a few hints that have occurred to me upon 
the occasion , not because 1 think you want them, but 
because it would seem unkmd to withhold them. The 
sabbath then, 1 think may be considered, first, as a 
commandment, no less binding upon modern Chris- 
tians than upon ancient Jews , because the spiritual people 
amongst them did not thmk it enough to abstain from 
manual occupations upon that day, but, entering more 
deeply into the meaning of the precept, allotted those 
houis they took from the world to the cultivation of holi- 
ness u^heir own souls, — which ever was, and ever will be, 
a dutyincambent upon all who ever heard of a sabbath, and 
IS of perpetual obli^tion both upon Jews and Christians ; 
(the commandment, therefore, enjoins it ; the prophets have 
also enforced it , and in many instances, both scriptural 
and modem, the* breach of it has been punished with a 
providential an# judicial severity that may make by-standcrs 
tremble) . secondly, as a privilege, which you well know 
how to dilate upon, better than I can tell you : thirdly, as 
a sign of that covenant by which believers are entitl^ to 
a rest that yet remaineth * fourthly, as the sine quA non of 
the Christian character ; and upon this head I should guard 
against being misunderstood to mean no more than two 
attendances upon public worshij^ which is a form complied 
with by thousands who never kept a sabbath in their lives. 
Consistency is necessary, to give substance and solidity to 
the whole To sanctify the day at church, and to tnfle it 
away out of church, is profanation, and vitiates all. After 
all, 1 oould ask my catechumen one short question — “Do 
you love the day, or do you not ? If you love it, you will 
never inquire how far you may sa^ly depnve yourself of the 
enjoyment of it If you do not fove it, and you find your- 
self obliged ih conscience to acknowledge it^ that is an 
•alarming sjrmptom, and ought to make you tremble If you 
do not love it, then it is a weariness to you, and you wish 4t 
was over. ThC'ideas of labour and test an not morn oppo- 

10 
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site to each other than the idea of a sabbath, and that 
dislike and disgust with which it fills the souls of thousands 
to be obliged to keep it It is worse than bodily labour, 
more fatiguing than the drudgery of an ass.” W. C 

Cl 

FLUXAIITIES-GOWFEB‘8 AMUSEUENTS. 

TO THE RLV WILLIAM UNWIN 
Mr DKAB FBIKVD, April 6, 1780. 

I NEVER WAS, any more than yourself, a friend to plurali- 
ties , they are generally found in the hands of the avarici- 
ous, whose insatiable hunger after preferment proves them 
unworthy of any at all. They attend much to the jegular 
payment of their dues, but m t at all to the spiritual interests 
of their parishioners Having forgot their duty, or never 
known it, they differ in nothing from the laity, except their 
outward garb, and their exclusive right to the desk and 
pulpit But when pluralities seek the man, instead of being 
sought by him , and when the man is honest) conscientious, 
and pious , careful to employ a substitute in those resjieets 
like himself, and, not contented with this, will see with his 
own eyes that the concerns of his parishes are decently and 
diligently administered , in that case, considering the 
present dearth of such characters in the ministry, I think it 
an event advantageous to the people, and much to be desired 
by all who regret the great and apparent w'ant of sobnety 
and earnestness among the clc^y A man who docs not 
sock a living merely as a pecuniary emolument, has no 
need, in my judgment, to refuse one because it is so He 
means to do his duty, and by doing it he earns his wages. 
The two Ramsdens being contiguous to each other, and 
falling easily under the care of one pastor, and both so often 
AS near to Stock that you can visit them without difficulty, as 
you please, 1 see no reasonable objection, nor does your 
mother. As to the wry-mouthed sneers and liberal mis- 
constructions of the censorious, I know no better shield to 
guard you against them, than what you are already furnish- 
ed with,— a cleacand lu^Sended consaence. 
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The salmon came safe and punctual to its assignation , it 
served us for two dinners and six suppers, was remarkably 
fresh and fine. Item, the lobster. 

1 am obliged to you for what you said upon the subject 
of book-buying, and am very fond of availing myself of 
another man’s pocket, when I can do it creditably to myself 
and without injury to him Amusements are necessary, m 
a retirement like mine, especially in such a state of mind 
as I labour under. The necessity of amusement makes 
me sometimes wntc verses , it m^e me a carpenter, a 
birdcage maker, a gardener , and has lately taught me to 
draw, and to draw too with such surprising proficiency m 
the art, considenng my total ignorance of it two months 
ago, that when I show your mother my productions, she 
is all admiration and applause 

You need never fear the communic.ation of what you 
entrust to us in confidence You know your mother’s 
delicacy in this point sufficiently , and as for me, I once 
wrote a Connoisseur upon the subject of secret keeping, 
and from that day to this I believe I have never divulged 
one 

We were much pleased with Mr Newton’s application to 
you for a charity sermon, and with what he said upon that 
subject in his last letter, “that he was glad of an opportuni- 
ty to give you that proof of his regard ” 

Believe me yours, snth the customary, but not therefore 
unmeaning addition of love to all under your roof Your 
mother sends hers, which being maternal is put up in a 
separate parcel. W. C. 

CII. 

A LOQXJACIOT78 VIBITOB. 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

Olney, April 16, 1780 

Since I v^te my last we have had a visit from- 
I did not icel myself vehemently disposed to receive him 
with that complaisance, from which a stranger generally 
infers that he is welcome. By this manner, which was 
rather bold than easy, 1 judged that there was no occasion 
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for It, and that it was a trifle which, if he did not meet with, 
neither would he feel the want of He has the aif of a 
travelled man, but not of a travelled gentleman , is quite 
delivered from that reserve which is so common an ingre- 
dient in the English character, yet does not open himself 
gently and gradually, as men of polite behaviour do, but 
bursts upon you all at onc& He talks very loud, and 
when OUT poor little robins hear a great noise^ they are 
immediately seized with an ambition to surpass it, the 
increase of their vociferation occasioned an increase of his, 
and his in return acted as a stimulus upon theirs ; neither 
side entertained a thought of giving up the ccmtest, which 
became continually more interesting to our ears, during the 
whole visit. The birds, howeier, survived, and so did we. 
They perhaps flatter themselves they gained a complete 

victory, but I believe Mr. could have killed them 

both in another hour. W. C. 


cm, 

OF ms TOFIOBxSnBAL SOENHEY>- 
AHUSEKEirCS IN TEIFLE8. 

TO THE KEY JOHH HEWTON. 

BIB, May 3, 1780; 

indulge me in such a variety of subjects, and allow 
me such a latitude of excursion m this scribbling employ- 
ment that I Rave no excuse fbr^Ience I am mu^ oblig^ 
to you iiK_swaIkrwing such ^uses as I send you, for the 
sake.of my gilding, and venly believe that I am the only 
man alive, from whom they would be welcome to a palate 
hke yours I wish I could make them more splendid than they 
are, more alluring to the eye, at least, if not more pleasing 
to the taste; but my gold is tarnished, and have received 
such a tinge from the vapours that are ever broorflng over 
my mind^ that I think it no small proof of , your partiality 
to me, that you will read my letters, I am ^ot fond of 
loogwuided metaphors ; I have always obsmed, that they 
lult at the latter end of their progress, and^ ^domine . 
deal much in ink indeed, but not such mk as is entplr^cF 
by poets, and writers of essays. Mine is a harmless fiuM^ 



TO JOSEPH HIU, ESQ. 


113 


and guilty of no deceptions but such as may prevail without 
the least injury to the person imposed on. I draw moun- 
tains, valleys, woods, and streams, and ducks, and dali- 
chicks. I admire them myself, and Mrs. Unwin admires 
them ; and her praise, and my praise put together, are fame 
enough for me. Oh < I could spend whole days and moon- 
light nights in feeding upon a lovely prospect ' My eyes 
drink the rivers as they flow. If every human being upon 
earth could think for one quarter of an hour as I have doni* 
for many years, there might perhaps be many miserable men 
among them, but not an'" una wakened one could be found 
from the arctic to the antarctic circle At present the diflier- 
lik e between them and me is greatly to their advantage [ 
delight in baubles, and know them to be so , for rested in, 
and viewed without a reference to their Author, what is the 
earth, — what arc the planets — what is the sun itself but .i 
bauble ? Better for a man never to have seen them, or to see 
them with the eyes of a brute, stupid and unconsc lous of 
nliat he beholdst than not to be able to say, “The Maker of 
all these wonders is my fnend Their eyes have never 
been opened, to see that they are trifles , mine have been, 
and will be till they are closed for ever 'I hey think a fine 
estate, a large conservatory,a hot-house rich as a west Indiair 
garden things of consequence . visit them with ple.'isure, and 
muse upon them with ten times more 1 am pleased with 
frame of four lights, doubtful whether the few pines i*- 
contains will ever be worth a farthing , amuse myself with 
a greenhouse which Ixird Bute’s gardener could take upon 
his back, .and walk away with , and when 1 luve paid <t 
tne accustomed visit, and watered it, and given it air, I say 
to myself — “This is not mine, it is a plaything lent me fof • 
the p'csent ; I must leave it soon ” W C, 

CIV. 

COWPEB'S REPUTATION AT '0LNE7 AS A 
LAWTEB-THUBLOWE ILLNES& 

TO JOSEPH Hfl.!., ESQ. 

3(T DEAR FRiKND, Olney, May 6, 1780. 

I AM much obliged to you for your speedy answ’er to iny 
Queries. I know less of the law than a couutiy attorney, 
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yet sofiietimes I think I have almost as much business: 
My former connexion with the pri^ession has got wind ; 
and though I earnestly profess, and protest, and proclaim 
It abroad that I know nothing of the matter, they cannot 
be persuadfed to believe, that a head once endued with a 
legal periwig can ever be deiknent in those natural endow- 
ments it issupposed to cover. 1 have had good fortune to 
be once or twice in the right, which, added to the cheapness 
of a gratuitous counsel, has advanced my credit to a degree 
I never expected to attain in the capacity of a lawyer. 
Indeed, if two of the wisest m the science of jurispru- 
dence may give opposite opinions on the same point, which 
does not unfrequently happen, it seems to be a matter of 
indifference whether a man answeis by rule or at a venture. 
He that stumbles upon the right side of the question is 
just as useful to his client as he that arrives at the same end 
by regular approaches, and is conducted to the mark he 
aims at by the greatest authorities. 

• « • • • • « m 

These violent attacks of a distemper so often fatal, arc 
very alarming to all who esteem and respect the Chancellor 
as he deserves A life of confinement, and of anxious 
attention to important objects, where the habit is bilious to 
such a terrible degree, threatens to be but a short one ; 
and I wish he may not be made a text for men of reflection 
to moralize upon, affording a conspicuous instance of the 
transient and fading nature of ail human accomplishments 
and attainments. 

Yours affectionately, W C. 


CV. 

ABDOTTB IN HIS EIIPLOYMHNT-EZPEOTB A VISIT 
FBOM HIS FRIEND-EEIIAIIKS ON THE 
BEBELUON. 

TO THF REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

MY DEIB IBUMD, Hsy 8, 1790. 

My scnbbling Jiumour has of late been entirely absorbed 
in the passion for landscape drawing. It is a mostamusinS 
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art, and like every other art, requires much practice and 
attention. 

Nil une mnlto 

Vita labore dedlt mortallbda. 

Excellence is providentially placed beyond the reach ot 
indolence, that success may be reward of industry, and that 
idleness may be punished with obscurity and disgrace. 
So long as I am pleased with an employment, I am capable 
of unwearied application, because my feelings are all of the 
intense kind. I never received a htUe plu.isure from any 
thing in my life \ if I am delighted, it is in the extreme. 
The unhappy consequence of this temperature is, that my 
attachment to any occuiiatioii seldom outlives the novelty 
of It. That nerve of niy imagination that feels the touch 
of any particular amusement, twangs under the energy of 
pressure with so much vehemence, that it soon becomes 
sensible of weariness and fatigue. Hence 1 draw an unfa^ 
vourable, prognostic, and expect that I shall shortly be con- 
strained to look out for something else. Then perhaps I 
may string the lyre again, and be able to comply with your 
demand. 

Now for the visit you propose to pay us, and propose not 
to pay us , the hope of which plays aliout upon your paper like 
a jack-o-lantern upon the ceiling. This is no mean simile, for 
Virgil (you remember) uses it It is here, it is there, it 
vanishes, it retums,it dazzles you, a cloud interposes and it is 
gone. However just the comparison, I hope you will con- 
trive to spoil It, and that your final determination will be to 
come. As to the masons you expect, bring them with you, — 
bring brick, bring mortar, bring every thing that would oji- 
pose Itself to your journey , — all shall be welcome, 1 have 
a greenhouse that is too small, come and enlarge it ; build 
me a pinery , repair the garden wall, that has great need 
of your assistance , do any thing; you cannot do too much , 
so far from thinking you and your tram troublesome, we 
shall rejoicerto see you, upon these or upon any other terms 
. you can propose. But to lie serious, — you will do well to 
consider that a long summer is before you ; that the party 
will not have such another opportunity to. meet this great 
while t that you may finish your masonry long enough ber 
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fore winter, though you should not begin this month, but 
that you cannot always find your brother and sister Powley 
at Olney. These and some other considerations, such as 
the desire we have to see you, and the pleasure we expect 
from seeing you all together, may and, I think, ought to 
overcome your scruples 

From a general recollection of Lord Clarendon’s History 
of the Rebellion, I thought (and I remember I told you so) 
that there was a striking resemblance between that period 
and the present Put 1 am now reading, and have read 
three volume^ of Hume’s History, one of which is engrossed 
entirely by that subject There I see reason to alter my 
opinion, and the seeming resemblance has disappeared upon 
a more particular information Charles succeeded to a long 
train of arbitrary princes, whose subjects had tamely acquies- 
ced in the dcbjiotisni of their master-*, till their privileges 
were all forgot He did hut tread in tlKir steps, and ex- 
emplify the principles in which he had been brought up, 
when oppressed his people. But just at that time, unhappi- 
ly for the monarch, the subject began to see and to see that 
he had a right to properly and freedom. This marks a 
sufficient difference between the disputes of tlrat d.ay and 
the present Hut there was another main cause of that 
rebellion, which at this time docs not operate at all. The 
king w.ts deioted to the hierarchy , his subjects were puri- 
tans and would not bear it Every circumsUnce of eccle- 
siastical order and discipline was an abomination to them, 
and in Ins esteem an iiidispens.'<ble duty. \nd though at 
last he was obliged to gi\c up many things, he would not 
abolish episi opacy and till that were done his concessions 
could have no conciliating effect 'i’hesc two concurring 
causes were indeed sufficient to set ilirce kingdoms in a 
flame But they subsist not now, nor any other, I hope, 
notwithstanding the bustle made by the patriots, equal to 
the production of such terrible events. 

Yours, my dear friend. 


W.C. 
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CVI. 

ON TBE LOSS OF HER BROTHER, PREDERIOK 
HASAN. A 80LDZER, WHO DIED IN 
AnnatTfiA . 

TO HRS. COWPER. 

HY DBAR oonsiv, M»y 10, 1780 

I DO not write to comfort you ; that office ts not likely 
to be well performed by one who has no comfort for him- 
self ; nor to comply with an impertinent ceremony, which 
in general might well be spared upon such occasions but 
because I would not seem mdifferent to the concerns of 
those I have so much reason to esteem and love. If I 
did not sorrow for your brother’s death, I should expect 
that nobody would for mine , when I knew him, he was 
much beloved, and I doubt not continued to be so To 
live and die together is the lot of a few happy families, 
who hardly know what a separation means, and one se- 
pulchre serves tlmm all ; but the ashes of our kindred are 
dispersed indeed. Whether the American gulf has s«i .al- 
lowed up any other of my relations, I know not ; it has 
made many mourners. 

Believe me, my dear cousin, though after a long silence, 
which perhaps nothing less than the present concern could 
have prevailed with me to interrupt, as much as ever, 

Your affectionate kmsmau, W. C. 

C^I. 

FALSE BEADINa OF HR. NEWTONB IN A FORMER 
LETTER- BENTLEY. 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

IIT DIAB rRiKHD, May 10, 1780. 

If authors could have lived to adjust and authenticate 
their own text, a commentator would have been an useless 
creature For instance— if Dr Bently had found, or opined 
that he had ,found, the word tufie where it seemed to 
present itself to you, and had judged the subject worthy 
of his critical acumen, he would either have justified the 
corrupt reading, or have substituted some invention of his 
own, m defence o£ which he would have 'exerted all his 
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polemical abilities, and hate quarrelled vith half the 
literati in Europe Then suppose the wnter himself, as in 
the present case, to interpose with a gentle whisper thus— 
“If you look again. Doctor, you will perceive that what 
appears to you to be tube, is neither more nor less than 
the simple monosyllable ink, but I wrote it in great haste, 
and the want of sufficient precision in the character has 
occasioned your mistake you will be especially satisfied 
when you see the sense* elucidated by the explanation." — 
But I question whether the doctor would quit his ground, 
or allow any author to be a competent judge in his own 
case The world, however, would acquiesce immediately, 
and vote the cntic useless 

James Andrews, who is my Michael Angelo, pays me 
many compliments on my success in the art of drawing, but 
I have not yet the vanity to think myself qualified to furnish 
your apartment If I should ever attain to the degree of 
self-opinion recjuisite to such an undertaking, I shall labour 
at It with pleasure I can only say, though I hope not with 
the affected modesty of the abovc-mentionud Dr Bentley, 
who said the same thing. 

Me quoquo diennt 

Vatem paatoroa. Sed non Kgo credulna illia 
A crow, rook, or raven has built a nest in one of the young 
elm trees, at the side of Mrs Aspr.iys’ orchard In the 
violent storm that blew yesterday morning, I saw it agitated 
to a degree that seemed to threaten its immediate destruction 
and versified the following thoughts upon the occasion t 

W. C. 


CVIII 

THE amaEBBBEAD-BAKEB’S MISFOBTUHE-FABLE 
OF THE DOV^ ENCLOSED. 

TO MRS Nl'WlON. 

DEAR MADAM, June, 1780, 

When I write to Mr Newton, he answers ftie by letter ? 
when I write to you, you answear me in fish I return you 

* The paaaage alluded to aeema to be in hia letter of May 3, p. 230 l 
t Cowpet’a Fable of the Raven concluded thie letter. 
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many thanks for the mackerel and lobster. They assured me 
in terms as intelligible as pen and ink could have spoken, 
that you still remember Orchard-side, and though they ne\cr 
spoke in their hves, and it was still less to be expect^ from 
them that they should speak, being dead, they gave us an 
assurmce of your affection that corresponds exactly with that 
whiclr^r Newton expresses towards us in all his letters — 
For* my own part, I never in my life began a letter more at 
a venture than the present. It is possible that I may finish 
It, but perhaps more than probable that I shall not I have 
had several indifferent nights and the wind is easterly , two 
circumstances so unfavourable to me in all my occupations, 
but especially that of writing, that it w.as with the greatest 
difficulty I could even bring myself to attempt it 

You have never yet perhaps been made acquainted with the 
unfortunate Tom Freeman’s misadventure He and hiswifc 
returning from Hanslip fair, were coming down Weston Lane 
to wit, themselves, their horse, and their great wooden 
panniers, at ten o’clock at night The horse having a lively 
imagination, and’very weak nerves, fancied he either saw or 
heard something, but has never been able to say what A 
sudden fright will impart activity, and a momentary vigour, 
even to lameness itself Accordingly, he started, and 
sprung from the middle of the road to the side of it, with 
such surprising a’acrity, that he dismounted the ginger- 
bread baker and his gingerbread « ifc in a moment. Not 
contented with this effort, nor thinking himself yet out of 
danger, he proceeded as fast os he could to a full gallop, 
rushed against the gate at the bottom of the lane^ and 
opened it for himself, without perceiving that there was any 
gate there. Still he galloped, and with a velocity and 
momentum continually increasing, till he arrived in Olney 
I had been in bed about ten minutes, when I heard the 
most uncommon and unaccountable noise that can be ima- 
gined It was, in fact, occasioned by the clattering of tin 
pattypans and a Duch-oven against the sides of the panni- 
ers. Much gingerbread was picked up in the street, and 
■Mr Lucy's windows were broken all to pieces. Had this 
been all, it would have been a comedy, but we learned the 
next morning, that the poor woman’s collar-bone was 
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brolEen,'ai)d she has 'hardly been able to resnme her occtr- 
pation since. 

What IS added tin 'the other side, if I could have per- 
suaded myself to write sooner, would have reached you 
sooner ; ’tis about ten days old. » • • • 

"The Doves.” ^ 

The male Dove was smoking a pipe, and the Innale 
Dove was sewing, while she delivered herself as above. This 
little circumstance may lead you perhaps to guess what 
pair I had in my eye. 

Yours, dear Madam, Wh. COWPER. 


CIX. 

POPE'S LEITEBS-QUESTIOE WHETHER A flLEBOT- 
UCAW OAK BE OOUPELLED TO TAKE A PABI8H 
APPRENTlOE-TRAirSLATIOH OF A IN 

the: paradise LOST-VEBSmOATlOR OF A 
THODOHT. 

to THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

NTDSAB nucMD. June 8, 178a 

It is possible I might have indulged myself in the 
pleasure of writing to you, without waiting for a letter from 
you, but for a reason which you will not easily guess Your 
mother communicated to me the satisfaction you expressed 
in my correspondence, that you thought me entertaining 
and clever, and so forth ■ — ^now you must know, I love 
praise dearly, especially from the judicious, and those who 
have so much delicacy themselves as not to offend mine 
in giving It. But then, I found this consequence attending, 
or likely to attend the eulc^um you bestowed; — if my 
friend thought me witty before he shall thmk me , ten 
times more -witty hereafter where 1 joked once; I 'will 
joke five times, and for one sensible remark I will send him 
a doaen Now this foolish vanity would have spoiled me 
quite, and would have made me as disgusting a letter- 
wnter as Pope, who seenss to have thought that unless ^a 
sentence was r^l turned and every period pointed with 
aomeconcoitiiUHas not worth the camage. Accordingly 
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he is to me, except in very few instances, the most dis- 
agreeable maker of epistles that ever I met with I was 
willing, therefore, to wait till the impression your commen- 
dation had made upon the foolish part of me was worn off 
that I might scnbble away as usual, and write my upper- 
most, thoughts, and those only. 

You are better skilled in ecclesiastical law than I am 
Mrs Powley desires me to imform her, whether a parson 
can be obliged to take an apprentice. For some of her 
husband’s opposers at Dewsbury threaten to clap one upon 
him Now I think it would be rather hard, if clergymen, 
who are not allowded to exercise any handicraft whatever, 
should be subject to such an imposition If Mr Powley 
was a cordwainfer, or a breeches-maker, all the week, and 
a preacher only on Sundays, it would seem reasonable 
enough, in that case, that he should take an apprentice, 
if he chose it But even then, in my poor judgment, 
he ought to be left to his option If they mean b/ an 
apprentice, a pupil, whom they will oblige him to hew 
into a parson, and after chipping away the block that hides 
the minister within, to qualify him to stand erect in a 
pulpit, — that indeed is another consideration — But still, 
we live in a free country , and I cannot bring myself even 
to suspect that an English dmne can possibly be liable to 
such compulsion /ilk your uncle, however , for be is 
wiser in these things than either of us 

I thank you for your two inscriptions, and like the 
last the best ; the thought is just and fine, but the two 
last lines are sadly damaged by the monkish jingle of 
ptpent and reperit I have not yet translated them, nor 
do 1 promise to do it, though at some idle hour perhaps 
I may. In return, 1 send you a translation of a simile in 
the Paradise Lost Not having that poem at hand, I cannot 
refer you to the book and page, but you may hunt for it; 
if you think it worth your wtule. It begins — 

“So ighen, from monntsm tops, the dusky clouds 
Ascending,” bo. 

Qunlas aSni montis do vartice nubes 

Cum surgunt, at jam Borea tnmida ora quitennt, 

Cielum hilaros abdit, spiaak oaluma, vujtna ■ 

Tfim SI jnonndo tandem sol prodcat ore^ 


11 
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Et orooeo montM at puena Inmine tlnnfe. 

Oandent omnu, avea mnlcent ooncantibna agrofi 
Balataqua oviam collaa, vallaaqna raanltant. 

If you spy any fault in my Latin, tell me, for I am some- 
times in doubt ; but, as I told you when you were here, I 
have not a Latin book in the world to consult, or correct 
a mistake by , and some years have passed since I was a 
schoolboy. 

An BngUtk V»t^eatum q/ a Thout/kt (bat popped veto vtjf Head 

oiotil Imo Month* nnae. 

Sweat atraam I that winda through yonder glade— 

Apt emblem of a virtuous maid ' — 

Suent, and chaste, she steals along, 

Far from the world a gay busy throng ; 

With gentle, yet pre\ ailing force. 

Intent upon her destin’d course 
Giaccful, and useful, all she does, 

Illessiug, and bloss’d, where’er she goes * 

Pnre-bosom’d, an that watery glass 
And Heaven leflected in her face I 

Now this IS not so exclusively applicable to a maiden, 
as to be the sole property of your sister Shuttlcworth If 
you look at Mrs Unwin, you will sec that she has not lost 
her right to this just praise by marrying you. 

Your mother send'> her love to all, and mine comes 
jogging along by the side of it Yours, W C. 

CX 

BIOTS IK LONDON. 

TO IHE REV JOHN NEWTON 

DEAX SIB, Juno IS, 1780, 

We accept it as an elTort of your friendship, that you could 
prevail with yourself, in a time of such terror and distress, to 
send us repeated accounts of yours and Mrs Newton’s wel- 
lare, you supposed, with reason enough, that we should be 
apprehensive for your safety, situated as you were, apparent- 
ly, within the reach of so much danger. We rejoice that 
you have escaped it all, and that, except the anxiety which' 
you must have felt, both for yourselves and others, you have 
sufleicd nothing upon this dreadful occasion. A metropolis 
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in flames, and a nation in rums, are subjects of contem- 
plation for such a mind as yours that will leave a lasting 
impression behind them It is well that the design died 
in the execution, and will be buned, I hope never to rise 
again, in the ashes of itsl own combustion *Thcrc is a 
melancholy pleasure in looking back upon such a scene, 
ansing from a comp.arison of possibilities with facts , the 
enormous bulk of the intended mischief with the abortive 
and partial accomplishment of it Much was done, more 
indeed than could have liccn supposed practicable in a 
well-regulated city, not unfurnished with a military force 
for its protection. 13ut suriirisc and astonishment seem at 
first to have struck every nerve of the police with a palsy, 
and to have disarmed government of all its powers. 

I congratulate you upon the wisdom that withheld you 
from entering yourself a member of the Protestant associa- 
tion. Your friends who did so have reason enough to 
regret their doing it, even though they should never be 
called upon. Innocent as they arc, and they who know 
them cannot doubt of their being perfectly so, it is likely 
to bring an odium on the profession they make, that will 
not soon be forgotten. Neither is it possible for a quiet, 
inoffensive man, to discover, on a sudden, that his ze.al 
has carried him mto such company, without being to the 
last degree shocked at his imprudence Tknr religion 
was an honourable mandc, like that of Elijah , but the 
majority wore cloaks of Guy Fawkes’s time, and meant 
nothing so little as what they pretended W C 

CXI 

BEPOBT THAT FBENOH EMISSARIES WERE OOH- 
OERNED nr THE RIOTS-LATIH EPIGRAM OH 
THAT SUBJECT. 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

BXVnBND Ajhk DRAB WILLIAH, JnBB 18 , 1780 . 

The affairs of kingdoms, and the concerns of individuals, 
are variegated alike with the ebequer-work of joy and sorrow 
The news of a great acquisition in America has succeeded 
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to temble tumults in London , and the beams of prosperity 
are now playing upon the smoke of that conflagration which 
80 lately terrified the whole land. These sudden change”, 
which are matter of every man’s observation, and may 
therefore attrays be reasonably expected, serve to hold up 
the chin of despondency above water, and preserve mankind 
in general from the sin and misery of accounting existence 
a burden not to be endured an evil we should be sure 
to encounter, if we were not warranted to look for a bright 
reverse of our most afflictive experiences. 

We are obliged to you for your early communication of 
the surrender of Charles Town, and rejoice with you in 
an cicnt, which, if my political spectacles do not deceive 
me, IS likely to bring the rebellion to a speedy end. The 
Spaniards were sick of the war at the very commencement 
of It , and I hope that, by this time, the French themselves 
begin to find themselves a httle indisposed, if nut desirous 
of peace, which that restless and meddling temper of theirs 
IS incapable of desiring for its own sake But is it true^ 
that this detestable plot was an egg laid in B'rance and 
hatched in London, under the influence of French corrup- 
tion ? — Nam U scire, dtos quontam propiUs conhngis, oportet. 
The offspring has the features of such a parent , and yet, 
without the clearest proof of the fact, I would not willingly 
charge upon a civilized nation what perhaps the most 
barbarous would abhor the thought of I no sooner saw 
the surmise however in the paper, than 1 immediately began 
to wnte laitin verses upon the occasion “An odd effect," 
you will say, “of such a arcumstance but an effect, 
nevertheless, that whatever has, at any time, moved my 
passions w’hether pleasantly or otherwise, has always had 
upon me , were I to express what 1 feel upon such occasions 
in prose, it would be verbose, inflated, and disgusting. 1 
therefore have recourse to verse, as a suitable vehicle for 
the most vehement expressions my thoughts suggest to me 
What I have wntten, I did not wnte so much for the comfort 
of the English, as for the mortification of the Fre'nch You 
will immediately perceive, therefore, that I have been labour- 
ing in vain, and that this bouncing explosion is likely to 
spend itself in the iur. For I have no means of circulating 
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vhat follows through all the French temtones, and unless 
that, or something like it, can be done, my indignation will 
be entirely fruitless. Tell me how I can convey it into 
Sartine’s pocket, or who will lay it upon his desk fur me. 
But read it first, and unless you tliink it pointed enough to 
sting the Gaul to the quick, bum it. 

/ft jerfiitonem horrendata, eorrnptdu OallidU, lU fertur fjondtnt 
nupei exortam. 

Perfidn, crubelia, vi< ta at lyinphata fnrore, 

Noil armia, laui uni (tallia f rauila petit. 

Vcii.tlem pretio plebeni eondncit, at iint 
Undique privataa patriciiiaque domoa 

Neqnicqiiam cunata au4, fcmlimima aperat 
Poaae tanieii noatrinoa auperare inniiii. 

Gallia, vaua atruia I Preoulua nuui. iituiu ' Viucoa, 

Nam mitea timidia, aupplicibiiaqno aumiia 

I have lately exercised my ingenuity in contriving an excr- 
rise for yours, and have composed a riddle, which, if it does 
not make you laugh before you have solved it, will probably 
do It afterwards I would transcnlie it now, but am really so 
fatigued with whting, that unless I knew you had a quinsy, 
and that a fit of laughter might possibly save your life, 1 
could not prevail with myself to do it 
What could you possibly mean, slender as you are, by 
sallying out upon your tivo-walknig-sticks at two in the morn- 
ing, into the midst of such a tumult? We admire youi 
prowess, but cannot commend your prudence 
Our love atttends you all, collectively and individmilly 

Yours, W C 


cxn 

BOBEBTSON-SUMMEB IDLENESS. 

TO 1H£ Kl!,V WILLIAM UNWIN 
MV DEAU FRIEND June ‘22, 1780 

A word or two in answer to two or three questions of 
yours, which I have hitherto taken no notice of 1 am 
not in a si*nbblmg mood, and shall therefore make 
•no excursions to amuse either myself or you 'i'lic needful 
Will be as much as I can manage at present , the playful 
must wait for another opportunity. • 
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I thank you for your offer of Robertson , but I have more 
reading upon my hands at this present wnting than 1 shall 
get nd of in a twelve month — and this moment recollect 
that I have seen it already. He is an author that I admire 
much, with one exception, that 1 think his style is too la- 
boured Hume, as an historian, pleases me more. 

I have ]ust read enough of the Bwgraphta Bn'tanntca, 
to say, that I have tasted it, and have no doubt but 1 shall 
like It. 1 am pretty much in the garden at this season of 
the year, so read but little. In summer-time I am as giddy- 
headed as a boy, and can settle to nothing Winter conden- 
ses me, and makes me lumpish and sober , and then I can 
read all day long 

For the same reasons, I have no need of the landscapes 
at present , when I want them I will renew jny application, 
and repeat the descnption, but it will hardly be before 
October 

I congratulate you upon a duplicate of R.imsden’s .\s 
your cii irifu is become twofold, may your satisfaction be so 
too Mine is sure to be double^ because ydu have promised 
me a present of salmon 

Belore I arose this morning, I composed the three follow- 
ing stanzas I send them because I like them pretty well my- 
self and if you should not, you must accept this handsome 
compliment as an amends for their deficiencies. You may 
print the lines, if you judge them worth it* 

I have only time to add love, &c , and my two initials 

W C 


CXIII 

PBOPHEOIES UNW I TT IW OLY UASE-OHABAOTEK 
OF ms OWN LETTERS - MB. NEWTON SLAN- 

debed-laoe-mae:erb’ petition. 

TO THK RbV JOHN NEWTON 

NT DEAR rRlKND. Jnne 23, 1780 

Your reflections upon the state of I.ion(ion, 'the sins and 
enormities of the great city, while you had a distant view of 

* V«nM on (be burniug of Lord Mansfield’s library, be. 
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it from Greenwich, seem to have been prophetic of the heavy 
stroke that fell upon it just after. Man often prophesies 
without knowing it , a spirit speaks by him which is not his 
own, though he does not at that time suspect that he is 
under the influence of any other Did he foresee wh.st is 
always foreseen by Him who dictates what he supposes to be 
his own, he would sufler by anticipation, as well .is by conse- 
quence, and wish perhaps as ardently for the liappy ignorance, 
to which he is at present so much indebted, a-i some have 
foolishly andt inconsiderately done for a knowledge that 
would be but another name for misery 

And why have I said all this? esiiecially to you, who have 
hitherto said it to me -not because I had the least desire 
of informing a wiser man than myself, liiit bec.iuse the obser- 
vation was naturally suggested by the recollection of your 
letter, and that letter, though not the List, happened to be 
uppermost in iny mind. 1 can compare this mind of mine 
to nothing that resembles it more, than to a board that is 
under the carpenter’s plane, (I mean while I am writing to 
you,) the shavings arc my uppermost thoughts, after a few 
strokes of the tool, it acquires a new surface, this again, upon 
a repetition ot his task, he takes off, and a new surface still 
succeeds whether the shavings of the present day will be 
worth your acceptance, I know not, I am unfortunately made 
neither of cedar nor of mtihogany, but Trumus fimlnus, 
tnutiU lignum, consequently, though I should be planned till 
I am as thin as a wafer, it will be but nibhish to the last 
It IS not strange that you should be the subject of a false 
report, for the sword of slander, like that of war, devours one 
as well as another, and a blameless character is particularly 
delicious to its unsparing appetite. But that you should be 
the object of such a report, you who meddle less mth the 
designs of goveinment than almost any man that lives under 
It, this IS strange indeed It is well, however, when they 
who account it good sport to traduce the reputation of 
another, invent a story that refutes itself I wonder they 
do not always endeavour to accommodate their fiction to the 
real character of the person, their tale would then at least 
have an air of probability, and it might cost a peaceable 
good man much more trouble to disprove it But perhaps 
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it would not be easy to discern what part of your conduct 
bcs more open to such an attempt than another, or what it 
IS 'that you either say or do, at any time, that presents a 
fair opportunity to the most ingenious slanderer, to slip in a 
falsehood between your words, or actions, that shall seem 
to be of a piece with either You hate compliment, I know , 
but by your leave this is not one -it is a truth —worse and 
worse < now I have praised you indeed— well, you must 
thank yourself for it ; it was absolutely done without the 
least intention on my part, and proceeded from a pen that, 
as far as I can remember, was never guilty of flattery since 
I knew how to hold it He that slanders me, paints me 
blacker than I am, and he that flatters me, whiter— they 
both daub me , and when I look in the glass of conscience, 
I see myself disguised by both I had as lief my tailor 
should sew gingerbread nuts on my coat in-.tejd of buttons, 
as that any man should tall my Bristol stone a diamond 
The tailor’s trick would not at all embellish my suit, nor 
the flatterers make me at all the richer I never make .i 
present to my friend, of what I dislike myself Krgo, (I 
have reached the conclusion at last,) I did not mean to 
flatter you 

Wc have sent a petition to I«ord Dartmouth, by this post 
praying him to interfere in parliament in behalf of the pour 
lace-makers I say wc, because I have signed it , Mr (i 
drew it up, Mr did not think it grammatical, there- 

fore he would not sign it Yet 1 think Pnscian himself 
would have pardoned the manner for the sake of the 
matter. I dare say if his lordship does not comply with 
the prayer of it, it will not be because he thinks it of more 
consequence to write grammatically, than that the poor 
should eat, but for some better reason 

My love to all under your roof. Yours, W C 
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CXIV. 

OABE IN OOBBSOTINa HIS VSBSSS- LATIN 
EPITAPE. 

TO THB RBV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

July - 2 . 1780 

Carissimr, I am glad of your confidence, and have reason 
to hope I shall never abuse it If you trust me with a 
secret, I am hermetically sealed ; and if you call for the 
exercise of my. judgment, such as it is, I am never freakish 
or wanton m the use of it, much less mischievous and 
malignant. Critics, I believe, do not often stand so clear 
of these vices as I do I like your epiLiph, except that I 
doubt the propriety of the word tnmaturus , which, I 
think, is rather applicable to fruits than flowers , and ex- 
cept the last pentameter, the assertion it contains being 
rather too obvious a thought to finish with not that I 
think an epitaph should be pointed like an epigram. But 
still there is a closeness of thought and expression necev 
sary in the conclusion of all these little things, that they 
may leave an agreeable flavour upon the palate Whatever 
IS short, should be nervous, masculine, and compact Little 
men are so , and little poems should be so , because, 
where the work is short, the author has no right to the pica 
of weariness , and laziness is never admitted as an available 
excuse in any thing Now you know my opinion, you will 
very likely improve upon my improvement and alter my 
alterations for the better To touch and retouch is, though 
some writers boast of negligence, and others would be 
ashamed to show their foul copies, the secret of almost all 
good wnting, especially in verse I am never weary of it 
myself , and if you would take as much pains as I do, you 
would have no need to ask for my corrections. 

Hu MtjmltUH art 
Inter tuarum Itun/mae 

GULIELMUS KORTHCOT 
Guuauii et iSAJUMjIhtu. 

Uuieiu, unui dtltetnt, 

Qnt florin rrtu tuecinun rtt (cwiAioiittt, 

Apnlu du uptimo, 

1780 , Aft. la 
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Can, vale I Sed non eetemim, can, valeto / 

Ifamque Ucrtim, teeum, itn moM dtgwiu era * 

Turn n%hU amplexui poierU dteellere noetros. 

Nee (a mareeeeee, nee laarymabor ego. 

Having an English translation of it by me, I send it, 
though It may he of no use 

Parenrell I “but not for ever,” Hope replies, 

“Traco but his steps, and meet bun in the skies I” 

There nothing shall renew our parting pain. 

Thou shalt not wither, nor I weep again 1 

The stanzas that I sent you are maiden ones, having 
never been seen by any eye but your mother’s and your 
own. 

If you send me franks, I shall write longer letters— 
Valete, stcut et nos valemus / Amate, stcut et nos amamus 

cxv. 

LAOE-MAKEBS’ PETITION. 

TO JOSEPH HILL ESQ. 

HON AMI, July R. 17R0 

If you ever take the tip of the Chancellor’s ear between 
your finger and thumb, you can hardly improve the oppor- 
tunity to better purpose, than if you should whisper into it 
the voice of compassion and lenity to the lace makers. I 
am an eyc-witness of their poverty, and do know that hun-. 
dreds in this little town are upon the point of starving, and 
that the most unremitting industry is but barely sufficient 
to keep them from it I know that the bill by which they 
would have been so fatally affected is thrown out ' but Ixird 
Stormont threatens them with another , and if another like 
It should pass, they arc undone We lately sent a petition 
from hence to Ixird Dartmouth , I signed it, and am sure 
the contents are true The purport of it was to inform 
him that there are very near one thousand two hundred 
lace-makers in this beggarly town, the most of whom had 
reason enough, while the bill was in agitation, to look upon 
every loaf they bought as the last they should ever be able 
to earn I can never think it good policy to incur the cer- 
tain inconvenujpee of ruining thirty thousand, in order to 
prevent a remote and possible ^mage though to a much 
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greater number. The measure is like a scythe, and the 
poor lace-makers are the sickly crop that trembles before 
the edge of it The prospect of peace with America is like 
the streak of dawn m their horizon , but this bill is hkc a 
black cloud behind it, that threatens their hope of a com- 
fortable day with utter extinction 
I did not perceive till this moment, that I had tacked two 
similes together , a practice which, though warranted by the 
example of Homer, and allowable in an epic poem, is rather 
luxuriant and licentious m a letter . lest I should add an- 
other, I conclude W. C. 


CXVI. 

BIOTS IN LONDON. 

TO JOSEPH HIIX, ESQ 

KOK AW, July 8, 1780 

Bv this time, I suppose, you have ventured to take your 
fingers out of your ears, being delivered from the deafening 
shouts of the most zealous mob that ever strained their 
lungs in the cause of religion I congratulate you upon a 
gentle relapse into the customary sounds of a great city, 
which, though we rustics abhor them, as noisy and disson- 
ant, are a musical and siveet murmur, compared with what 
}ou have lately heard 'I'hc tinkling of a kennel may be 
distinguished now, where the roaring of a cascade would 
have been sunk and lost I never suspected, till the news- 
papers informed me of it, a few days since, that the barbar- 
ous uproar had reached Great Queen Street I hope Mrs. 
Hill was in the country, and sh.ill rejoice to hear that, as I 
am sure you did not take up the protestant cudgels upon 
this hair-brained occasion, so you have not been pulled in 
pieces as a papist. Wm. COWPER. 


CXVII 

GABDENINO-BPIOBAIIS TBANSLATED- 
THELYPETHOBA. 

TO THE KEV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

July 11, 1780. 

I HAVE no oracular responses to make you upon the subject 
of gardening, while 1 know that you have both Miller and 
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Mawe in your possession , to them 1 refer you, but especial- 
ly to the tatter, because it will be little or no trouble to 
consult him. I have heard that if the first crop of roses ate 
cut off as fast as the buds appear, a second will be produced 
in autumn I do not know it to be true , but the fact is 
easily ascertained, and I recommend it to Miss Shutdeworth 
to make the expenment with her scissors. 

I account myself sufficiently commended for my Latin ex- 
ercise^ by the number of translations it has undergone. 
That which you distinguished in the margin by the word 
"better,” was the production of a friend ; and, except that 
for a modest reason he omitted the third couplet, J think 
It is a good one. To finish the group, I have translated it 
myself , and though I would not wish you to give it to the 
world, for more reasons than one, especially lest some 
French hero should call me to an account for it,— I add it 
on the other side An author ought to be the best judge 
of his own meaning , and, whether I have succeeded or 
not, I cannot but wish, that where a translator is wanted, 
the writer was always to be his own 

False, crael, ditappointeii, stnng to tbe heart, 

France i|aiti the warrior’s for the assawin’s put ; 

To dirty hands, a dii ty bribe convoys, 
lluls the low street anil lofty pnlace blase. 

Her sons too weak to vaminish ns alone, 

Dlie hires the worst and basest of oiir own. 

Kiiml, Franca I a suppliant conquers ns with eass ; 

We alwaya spare a coward on liu knees. 

I have often wondered that Dryden’s illustrious epigram 
on Milton (in my mind the second best th.it ever was made) 
has never been translated into Latin, for the admiration of 
the learned in other countries I have at last presumed to 
venture upon the task myself The great closeness of the 
original, which is equal in that respect to the most com- 
pact Latin 1 ever saw, made it extremely difficult. 

trta, ttd Hulantut Vatet 

OiteiUant, litiuie ge/Utiut, wmioi * 

Oiwia nMtmm, eusi majtHate ifiiertvsi 
niHM (u/it, fdix Anglia Mtrvme pama, 
farhUnu m 6inM WoOua txHaiuta, eoosto sst 
ftrMic lajicrtt, SMMoeiors ihm; 
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I have not one bright thought upon the chanrcilor’s reco- 
very , nor can I strike off so much as one sparkling atom 
from that brilliant subject It is not when I will, nor upon 
what I will, but as a thought happens to occur to me , and 
then I versify, whether I will or not I never wnte but for 
my amusement , and what I wnte is sure to answer that 
end, if It answers no other If, besides this purpose, the 
more desirable one of entertaining you be effected, I then 
receisc double fruit of my labour, and consider this produce 
of it as a second crop, the more valuable, because less ex- 
pected, But when 1 have once remitted a t omjiosition to 
you, I have done with it It is pretty certnin that I shall 
never read it or think of it again. From that moment I 
have constituted you sole judge of iti. accomplishments, 
if It has ai^ and of its defects, which it is s.ire to have. 

For this reason I decline answering th- question with 
which you concluded your last, and cannot penuiadc rayscif 
to enter into a critical examcn of the two pieces upon Lord 
Mansfield’s lo^ either with respect to their intrinsic or 
comparative nrerit . and indeed after having rather dis- 
couraged that use of them which you had designed, there is 
no occasion for it 

I understand, though I have not seen it, thst the author 
of Thelyphthora establishes many of his premises upon his 
own peculiar interpretation of the original Hebrew I am 
therfore absolutely incompetent to decide the question 
whether he has Scripture on his side or not, and have no 
more curiosity to sce’his book than I should have if it we e 
written in that language. If I had a wife of whom I was 
weary, and wished to lie indulged with the liberty of taking 
another, I would certainly read it, and study it too I 
should be encouraged in ^is undertaking, by a hope that 
passion, prejudice, and appetite combining''together with the 
author’s ingenuity to impose upon me, might succeed, and 
release me from the rusty and old fashioned bonds of fidc- 
hty, friendship, and love But I have no interest in the 
question, at^east no other interest than that of every man 
* who wishes well to his country, and would be sorry to see 
the honest and faithful English husband converted into a 
Turkish stallion, and the amiable character of the English 

12 
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irife^ the most amiable in the vorld, degraded into the 
sordid and base condition of a brood mare. W. C. 


CXVIII. 

HU OWN STAKE OF mHl) i-DrOAPABLE OF UUOH 

TEonBira. 

TO THE SEV. JOHN NEWTON. 

KT DKAS VBllEirBt JuDO IS, 1780 

Such nights as l^requently spend, are but a miserable 
prelude to the succeeding days, and indispose me, above all 
things, to the business of wridng. Yet with a pen in my 
hand, if I am able to write at rdl, 1 find myself gradually 
relieved , and as I am glad of any employment thi^may serve 
to engage my attention, so especially I am pleasM with an 
opportunity of conversing with you, though it be but upon 
liapcr This occupation above all others assists me in that 
self-deception to which I am indebted for all the little com- 
fort I enioy , things seem to be as they were, and I almost 
forg'.t that they never can be so again 

Wc arc both obliged to you for a sight of Mr ’s letter. 

I'lic friendly and obliging manner of it will much enhance 
the difficulty of answering it 1 think I can sec plainly that 
though he does not hope for your applause, he would gladly 
escape your censure He seems* to approach you smoothly 
and softly, and to take you gently by the hand, as if he 
spoke your lenity, and entreated you at least to spare him. 
You base such skill in the management of your pen, that I 
doubt not you will be able to send him a balmy reproof that 
shall give him no reason to complain of a broken head.— 
How delusive is the wildest speculation when pursued with 
eagerness, and nounshed with such arguments as the per- 
verted ingenuity of such a mind as his can easily furnish 1— 
judgment falls asleep upon the bench, while Imagination, 
like a smug, pert counsellor, stands chattenng at the bar, 
and with a deal of fine-spun, enchanfing sophistry, carries 
aJl before him. 

If I had strength of mind, I have not strength of body for 
the task which, you say, some srould unpose upon me. I 
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cannot bear much thinking The meshes of that fine net- 
work, the brain, are composed of such mere spinners’ threads 
in me; that when a long thought finds its way into them, it 
buzzes, 4ind twangs, and bustles about at such a rate as seems 
to threaten the whole contexture. — No.— I must needs refer 
It again to you. 

My enigma will probably find you out, and you will find 
out my enigma at some future time. I am not in a humour 
to transcribe it now Indeed 1 wonder that a sportive 
thought should ever knock at the door of my intellects, and 
still more that it should gain admittance. It is as if harle- 
quin should intrude himself mto the gloomy chamber where 
a corpse is deposited in state His antic gesticulations 
would be unseasonable at any rate; but more especially so 
if they should distort the features of the mournful attendants 
into laughter But the mind long weaned with the same- 
ness of a dull, dreary prosp^ will gladly fix its eyes on any 
thing that may make a little* vanety in its contemplatiqps, 
though It were but a kitten playing with her tail. 

You would believe, though I did not say iPatt the end of 
every letter, that we remember you and Mrs Newton with 
the same affection as ever ; but I would not therefore ex- 
cuse myself from writing what it gives you pleasure to read 
I have often wished indeed, when wnting to an ordinary 
correspondent, for the revival of the Roman custom — salu- 
Um at top, and vale at bottom. But as the French have 
taught all Europe to enter a room and to leave it with a 
most ceremonious bow, so they have taught us to begin and 
conclude our letters in the same manner. However I can 
say to you. Sans eeremonie / 

Adieu, man ami I Wm. COWPER. 

CXIX. 

ON ms OWN ADVANOINO IN TEABS-BIOTB-HIS 
FORUEB TAOXTUBNTET. 

TO MRS. OOWPER, PARK STREET, GROSVEHOR SQUARE 
• HY DRAB oousiK, July SO, 1780 

Mr. Newton having desired me to be of the party, I am 
come to meet him. You see me sixteen y6ars older, at the 



136 


COWPEB’S LETTEBa 


least, than when I saw you last , but the efTects of time seem 
to have taken place rather on the outside of my head than 
within It What was brown is become gray, but what was 
foolish remains foolish still Green fruit must rot before it 
npens, if the season is such as to afford it nothing but cold 
winds and dark clouds, that interrupt every ray of sunshine 
My days steal away silently, and march on (as poor mad 
King Lear would have made his soldiers march) as if they 
were shod with felt , not so silently but that I hear them , ^ 
yet were it not that 1 am always hstcmirg to thpir flight, hav- ‘ 
ing no infirmity that I had not when I was much younger,' 
I should deceive myself with an imagination that I am 
still )oung 

I am fond of writing as an amusement but do not always 
find It one lieing rather scantily furnished with subjects 
that are good for anything, and corresponding only w ith 
those who have no relish for such as are good for nothing, I 
often find nijsclf reduced to the necessity, the disagrecalile 
necessity of wniing about myself Tins does not mend this 
matter much , for though in a description of my own condi- 
tion, 1 discover ahundant materials to employ my pen upon, 
yet as the Usk is not very agreeable to me, so I am suffi- 
ciently aware that it is likel) to prove irksome to others A 
{lainter who should confine himself in the exercise of his art 
to the drawing of Ins own picture, must be a wonderful cov- 
comh, if he did not soon grow sick of his occupation, and be 
peculiarly lortunatc, if he did not make others as sick as 
himself 

Remote as your dwelling is from the late scene of not and 
confusion, I hojic that though you could not but hear the 
report, you heard no more, and that the roarings of the mad 
multitude did not reach you Th.it was a day of terror to 
the innw ent, .ind the present is a day of still greater terror 
to the guilty The law was for a few moments like an arrow 
in the quiver, seemed to be of no use, and did no execu- 
tion, now It IS an arrow upon the stnng, an^ many, who 
despised it lately, are trembling as they stand before the 
point of It 

I have talked more already than I have formerly done in 
three visits, — you remember my taciturnity never to be for- 
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gotten by those who knew me Not to depart entirely from 
what might be, for aught I know, the most shining part of 
my character, I here shut my mouth, make my bow, and re- 
turn to Olney. VV. C. 

CXX. 

BBEAEINO SILENCE-LAWSUIT CONCERNINa 
OLNEY BSIDOE. 

TO THE RLV WILLI A VI LJIWIN. 

IfT DRAB nUKVD. J'lly 37, 1780. 

As two men sit silent, after having exhausted all their topic s 
of conversation, one says — “It is very fine weather, .ind 
the other says — “Yes,” — one blows his nose, and the other 
rubs the eyebrows, (by the way, this is very much in Homer s 
manner), such seems to be the rase between you and mt 
After a silence ol some day^, I wTote you a long somethini,, 
that (I suppose) was nothing to the puriuise, because it h id 
not afforded you m iteruils for an answer Nevertheless, as it 
often happens in the case above-stated, one of the distressed 
parties, being deeply sensible of the awkwardness of a dumb 
duet, breaks silence ag.iin, and resolves to speak, though he 
has nothing to say So it fares with me, I am with youagaiii 
in the form of a epistle, though considering my present empti- 
ness, 1 have reason to fear that your only joy upon the uc c.s- 
sion will be, that it is conveyed to yo i in a frank 

Wnen 1 began, I expected no intciruption. Hut f 1 had 
expected interruptions without end, 1 should have been K ss 
disappointed First came the barber, who, after having em- 
bellished the outside of my head, has left the inside just as 
unturnished as he found it Then came Olney bridge, - -not 
into the house, but into the conversation The cause re 
hting to It was tried on Tue,day r.l Puckingbam The* judge 
directed the jury to find a verdict fav lurable to Olney. The 
jury consisted of one knave and eleven fools The last-men- 
tioncc^ tullowed the aforc-incntioned, as sheep follow a bell- 
wether, and decided m direct opposition to the said judge. 
.Then a flaw was Uiscovercd m the indictment. The indict- 
ment was quashed, and an order made for a new trial The 
new trial will be m the King's Bench, where said knave and 
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said fools will have nothing to do with it So the men of 
Olney fling up their capb, and assure themselves of a com- 
plete victory A victory will save me and your mother many 
shillings perhaps some pounds, which except that it has 
afforded me a subject to write upon, was the only reason 
why I have said so much about it I know you take an inter- 
est in all that concerns us, and will consequently rejoice 
with us in the prospect of an event in which we arc con- 
cerned so nearly Yours afiectionately, W. C. 

csBci. 

WHY HE SENDS HIS TEIFLEB IN YEESE TO UB. 

UN W IN BATHES THAN TO HIM -A BIDDLE 

TO THE REV JOHN NEWTON. 

KYDXAB8IR, July .10,^1780 

You may think perhaps that I deal more liberally with Mr. 
Unwin, in the way of poetical export than I do with you, and 
I believe you have reason, the truth is this, — If I walked 
the streets with a fiddle under my arm, I should never 
think of performing before the window of a Privy Counsellor, 
or a Chief Justice, but should rather make free with cars 
more likely to be open to such amusement The trifles I 
produce in this way arc indeed such trifles, that I cannot 
think them seasonable presents for you Mr. Unwin himself 
would not be offended if 1 was to tell him that there is this 
difference between him and Mr Newton, that the latter is 
already an apostle, while he himself is only undergoing 
the business of an incuiiation, with a hope that he may be 
hatched in time When ray Muse comes forth arrayed in 
sables, at least m a robe of graver cast, I make no scrapie 
to direct her to my fnend at Uoxtnn. This has been one 
reason why I have so long delayed the nddle. But lest I 
should seem to set a value upon it, that I do not, by mak- 
ing it an object of still further inqiury, here it comes 

I am just two and two, I am warm, I am cold. 

And the parent of numbera that cannot be told ; ^ 

I am lawful, unlawful — a duty, a fault ; * * 

I am often sold dear, good for nothing when bought. 

An extraerdiuary boon, and a matter of oonrae. 

And yield with pleaanre— when taken by force. 

• w. c. 
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CXXII. 

WBIUNO TTPOir ANT THINO-HUMAN NATTTBE 
CONTINUES THE SAim THOUCH FASHIONS 
CHANOB. 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM UKWIN. 
irr DSAR FBtBRD, Augllat 0, 1780 

You like to hear from me : this is a very good reason 
why L should mrite — fiut I have nothing to s.iy * this 
seems equally a good reason why 1 should not Yet if you 
had alighted from your horse at our door thw morning, and 
at this present writing, being five o’clock in tlie afternoon, 
had found occasion to say to me — -“Mr Cowper, you have 
not spoke since I came in ; have you resolved never to 
speak again 7” it would be but a poor reply, if in answer 
to the summons 1 should plead inability as my best and 
only excuse. .\nd this by the way suggests to me a 
seasonable piece of instruction, and reminds me of what 
I am very apt to forget, when I have any epistolary busi- 
ness in hand, that a letter may he written upon any thing 
or nothing just as that any thing or nothing happens to 
occur A man that has a journey before him twenty miles 
in length, which he is to perform on foot, will not hesitate 
and doubt whether he shall set out or not, because he docs 
not readily conceive how he shall ever reach the end of it 
for he knows, that by the simple operation of moving one 
foot forward first, and then the other, ho shall be sure to 
accomplish it So it is in the present case, and so it is in 
every similar case A letter is written os a conversation i-> 
maintained, or a journey performed , not by preconcerted 
or premeditated means, a new contrivance, or an invention 
never tieard of before, — but merely by maintaining a pro- 
gress, and resolving as a postilion does, having once set 
out, never to stop till we reach the appointed end If a 
man may talk without thinking, why may he not write upon 
the same terms ? A grave gentleman of the last century, 
a tie-wig, square-toe, Steinkirk figure, would say — “My 
‘good sir, a man has no right to do either ” But it is to be 
hoped that the present century has nothing to do with the 
mouldy opinions of the last , and so goiA Sir Launcelot, 
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or Sir* Paul, or whatever be your name, step into your 
picture frame again, and look as if you thought for another 
century, and leave us modems in the mean time to think 
when we can, and to write whether we can or not, else we 
might as well be dead as you are 

When we look back upon our forefathers, we seem to 
lock back upon the people of another nation, almost upon 
creatures of another nation almost upon creatures of 
another species Their vast rambling mansions, spacious 
halls, and painted casements the gothic 'porch smother^ 
erl with honc> suckles, their little gardens and high 
walls, their bosedgings, balls of holly, and yew-tree 
statues, are become so entirely unfashionable now, that we 
can hardly believe it |iossible, that a people w ho resembled 
us so little in their taste, should resemble us in any thing 
else But in every thing else, I suppose, they were our 
counterparts exactly , and time, that has sewed up the 
slashed sleeve, and redui cd the large tnink hose to a neat 
pair of silk stockings, has left human nature jUst where it 
found It The inside of the ram at least has undergone 
no change llis passions, apiictitcs, and aims, are just 
what the) ever were 'J’hcy wear perhaps a handsomer 
disguise than the> did in days of yore , for philosophy and 
literature will have their effect upon the exterior , but in 
ever) other respect a modern is onl) an ancient in a 
different dress \V C 

CXXIII. 'N 

OREETma HIM AT HIS CASTLE OF BUEN BETIBO, 
AHO BEMINDINO HIM OF DATS WHEN HE WAS 
LESS BX7SILT EMPLOYED. 

TO JOShPII HILL, ESQ 

MY DEAR STK, Aug 10, 17S0 

iGRi-ti you at your castle of Biien Retiro, and wish 
you 1 oiild enjoy the unmixt pleasures of the country there. 
But It seems you are obliged to dash the cup with a portion 

* A w hi'iuiiuil blunder in one edition of Cowper’s works hu ooB* 
Verted this into liL J’avl. 
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of those bittCTs you are always swallowing in town Well — 

you are honourably and usefully employed, and ten times 
more beneficially to society, than if you were piping to a 
few sheep under a spreading beech, or listening to a tink- 
ling nil. Besides, by the effect of long custom and habitual 
practice, you are not only enabled to endure your occuixi 
tioii, but even find it agreeable I rcincmber the time 
when It would not have suited you so well, to have devoted 
so large a part of your v.ication to the objects of your 
profession , and you, I dare sav, h.ave not forgot what a 
seasonable relaxation you found, when, lying at full stretch 
upon the rums of an old wall, by the sca-side, you amused 
yourself with Tasso’s Jerusalem, and the I’astor Fido. I 
recollect that we both pitied Mr. Dc (Ircy, when we called 
at his cottage at Taplow, and found, not the in.ister indeed, 
but his desk, with hi; whitc-Ieavcd folio upon it, uhich 
bespoke him as much a man of business in his retirement 
as m Westminster Hall But by these steps he ascended 
the Bench Now he may read what he pleases, and ride 
where he will, if the gout will give him leave And you who 
have no gout, .mil probably never will, when your hour of 
dismission comes, will, for that reason, if for no other, be 
a happier man than he 

I am, niy dear friend, 

affectionately yours, Wm COWPER. 

P S Mr has not thought proper to f.ivour me with 

his book, and having no interest iii the subject, I have 
not thought proper to purchase it Indeed I have no r u- 
nosity to read what I am sure must he erroneous before I 
read it Truth is worth every thing that can be given fur 
It , but a mere display of ingenuity, calculated only to 
raisleaa, is worth nothing. 

exxiv. 

escape of one of his hares. 

I 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWlON 

Aiiaust 21, 17!KI 

The following occurrence ought not to be passed over in 
silence, in a place where so few notable ones are to be met 
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with Last Wednesday night, while we were at supper, 
between the hours of eight and nine, 1 heard an unusual 
noise in the back parlour, as if one of the hares was en- 
tangled, and endeavouring to disengage herself 1 was just 
going to rise from table, when it ceased. In about five 
minutes a voice on the outside of the parlour door inquired 
if one of my hares had got away. I immediately rushed 
into the next room, and found that my poor favounte Fuss 
had made her escape She had gnawed in sunder the 
strings of a lattice work, with which I thought I had suffi- 
ciently secured the window, and which I preferred to any 
other sort of blind, because it admitted plenty of air. From 
thence I hastened to the kitchen, where I saw the redoub- 
table Thomas Freeman, who told me, that having seen her, 
just after she had dropped into the street, he attempted to 
cover her with his hat, but she screamed out, and leaped 
directly over his head. I then desired him to pursue as 
fast as possible, and added Richard Coleman to the chase, 
as being nimbler, and carrying less weight than Thomas ; 
not expecting to see her again, but desirous to learn, if 
possible, what became of her. In something less than an 
hour, Richard returned, almost breathless, with the follow- 
ing account That soon after he began to run, he left Tom 
behind him, and came in sight of a most numerous hunt of 
men, women, children, and dogs , that he did his best to 
keep back the dogs, and presently outstripped the crowd, 
so that the race was at last disputed between himself and 
Fuss , — she ran right through the town, and down the lane 
that leads to Dropshort ; a little before she came to the 
house, he got the start and turned her ; she pushed for 
the town again, and soon after she entered it, sought shel- 
ter in Mr. WagstafTs tanyard, adjoining to old Mr. Drake’s. 
Sturges’s harvest men were at supper, and saw her from the 
opposite side of the way. There she encountered the tan- 
pits full of water j and while she was struggling out of one 
pit, and plunging into another, and almost drowned, one 
of the men drew her out by the ears, and secufed her. She 
was then well washed m a bucket to get the lime out of her 
coat, and brought home in a sack at ten o’clock. , 

This frolic cost us four shillings, but you may bdieve we 
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lid not grudge a farthing of it The poor creature received 
nly a little hurt in one of her claws, and in one of her 
srs, and is now almost as well as ever. 

1 do not call this an answer to your letter, but such as 
IS I send it, presuming upon that interest which I know 
ou take in my minutest concerns, which I cannot express 
etter than in the words of Terence a little vaned — Nthil 
tei a te aluHum futas. Yours, my dear fnend, W. C. 


CXXV. 

LADT OOWPER’8 DEATH-EFFEOTS OF AOE- 
aEPABATION FBOX HIS KUfBEED. 

TO MRS. COWPER, PARK STREET, GROSVENOR SQUARE. 

MV DiAR cousiir, Angnst 31, 1780. 

1 AM obliged to you for your long letter, which did not 
seem so ; and for your short one, which was more than I 
, had any reason to expect. Short as it was, it conveyed to 
me two interesting articles of intelligence ' An account of 
vour recovering from a fever, and of lAdy Cowper’s death 
The latter was, I suppose, to be expected, for by what 
remembrance I have of her ladyship, who was never much 
acquainted with her, she had reached those years that are 
always found upon the borders of another world. As for 
you, your time of life is comparatively of a youthful date. 
You may think of death as much as you please, (you cannot 
think of It too much), but I hope you will live to think of 
It many years. 

It costs me not much difficulty to suppose that my 
friends who were already grown old when I saw them 
last, are old still , but it costs me a good deal some- 
times to think of those who were at that time young, 
as being older than they were. Not having been an 
eye-witness of the change that time has made m them, 
and my former idea of them not being corrected by 
.observation, it remains the same ; my memory presents 
mb with tms image unimpaired, and while it retains the 
reseinblance of what they were, forgets that by this time 
the picture may have lost much of its likeneft, through the 
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alteration that succeeding years have made in the original. 
I know not what impressions Time may have made upon 
your person, for while his claws, (as our grannams called 
them) strike deep furrows in some faces, he seems to sheath 
them with much tenderness, as if fearful of doing injury to 
others But though an enemy to the person, he is a fnend 
to the mind, and you have found him so Though even 
in this respect his treatment of us depends upon what he 
meets with at our hands , if wc use him well, and listen to 
his admonitions, he is a friend indeed, but otherwise the 
worst of enemies, who takes from us daily something that 
wc valued, and gives us notliing better in its stead. It is 
well with them w’ho, like you, can stand a tiptoe on the 
mount.-iin top of human life, look down with pleasure upon 
the valley they have passed, and sometimes stretch their 
wings in joyful hope of .i happy flight into eternity Yet a 
little while, and your hoiie will be ncromplishcd 
When you c.m favour me with .1 little at count of your own 
family, without intonvemcnrc, I shall be glad to receive 
It , for though separated from my kindred by little more 
than h.slf a century of miles I know as little of their con- 
( erns as if oceans and continents were interposed bctw'ceu 
us 

Yours, my dear cousin, W C 


CXXVI 

BIOGSAPHIA BBITAinnOA-COMUlSBION FOB 
BOOKS 

ro THE KEV WILLIAM UNWIN 
MT hk/k fbiesd, Sept 3, 1780 

1 AM glad you are so provident, and thtit, while you are 
yet young, you have furnished yourself w'lth the means of 
comfort in old age. Your crutch and your pipe may be of 
use to you, (and may they be so,) should your years be ex- 
tended to an antediluvian date; and for 'your present 
accommodation, you seem to want nothing but a cleik 
called Snuffle, and a sexton of the name Skeleton, to make 
your ministeriai equipage complete 
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I think I have read as much of the first volume of the 
Biographia as I shall ever read I find it very amusing , 
more so perhaps than it would have been had they sifted 
their characters with more exactness, and admitted none 
but those who had in some way or other entitled them- 
selves to immortality, by deserving well of the public 
Such a compilation would perhaps have been more judi- 
cious, though I confess it would have afforded less variety 
The priests and the monks of earlier, and the doctors of 
later days, who have signalised themselves by nothing but 
a controversial pamphlet, long since thrown by, and never 
to be perused again, might have been forgotten, without 
injury or loss to the national character for learning or 
genius This observation suggested to me the following 
lines, which may serve to illustrate my meaning, and at 
the same time to give my criticism a spnghtlier air 

Oh food attempt, to give a doathleae lot 
To names ignoble, born to bo forgot I 
In vain, recorded in historic page. 

They court the notice of a future age ; 

Those twinkling, tiny lustres of the laud 
Drop one by one, from Fame’s neglecting band ; 

Lethean gulfs receive them as they fall, 

And dark oblivion soon absorbs them all 
SS when a child (os playful children use) 

Has burnt to cinder a stale last year’s news. 

The flame extinct, he views the roving fare, 

There goes iny lady, and there goes the squire. 

There goes the parson O illustrious spark ' 

And there soarce less illustrious geos the clerk ' 

Viigil admits none but worthies into the Elysian Fields , 
I cannot recollect the lines in which he describes them all, 
but these in particular 1 well remember — 

QuiVue f«« memam aftosy«esrs mersiufo, 

Inventai a«( jut vUam exeolutre per «r(es 

A chaste and scrupulous conduct like his would well be- 
come the wnter of national biography. But enough of 
this. • 

Our respects attend Miss Shutticworth, with many thanks 
^or her intended present. Some purses denve all their 
value from their contents, but these will have an intrinsic 
value of their own. and though mine 'should be often 

13 
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empty, which is not an improbable supposition, I shall 
still esteem it highly on its own account 
If you could meet with a second-hand Virgil, ditto 
Homer, both Iliad and Odyssey, together with a Clavis, 
for I have no l.exicon, and all tolerably cheap, I shall be 
obliged to you if you will make the purchase. 

Yours, W. C. 


CXXVII 

EASLT EDUCATION. 

TO THE REV WILLIAM UMWIM 
lu DVAB nuByn, Sept. 7, 1780. 

As many gentlemen as there arc in the world, who have 
children, and heads cap.ablc of reflecting on the important 
subject of their education, so many opinions there are about 
it , many of them just and sensible, though almost all difler- 
ing from each other With Tcsiicct to the education of boys, 
I think they are generally made to draw in l.atin and Greek 
trammels too soon It is pleasing, no doubt, to a parent, 
to see his child already in some sort a proflcicnt in those 
languages, at an age when most others arc entirely ignorant 
of them ; but hence it often happens, that a boy, who would 
construe a fable in yKsop at six or seven years of age, hav- 
ing exhausted his little stock of attention and diligence in 
making that notable accjuisition grows weary of his task, 
conceives a dislike for study, and perhaps makes but a very 
indifferent progress afterwards. The mind a.id the body 
have in this respect a striking resemblance of each other. 
In childhood they are both nimble, but not strong , they 
ran skip and frisk about with wonderful agility, but hard 
labour spoils them both In maturer years they become 
less active, but more vigorous, more capable of a fixed ap- 
plication, and can make themselves sport with that which a 
little earlier would have affected them with intplcrable fati- 
gue 1 should recommend it to you therefore, — (but after 
all you must judge for yourself,) to allot the two next years 
of little John’s scholarship to writing and arithmetic, toge- 
ther with which, (or vanety’s sake, and because it is capable 
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of being formed into an amusement, I would mingle geogra- 
phy, a science (which, if not attended to betimes, is seldom 
made an object of much consideration) essentially necessary 
to the accomplishment of a gentleman, yet (as I know by 
s.ad experience) imperfectly, if at all, inculcated in the 
schools Lord Spencer’s son, when he was four years of 
age, knew the situation of every kingdom, country, city, 
river, and remarkable mountain in the world For this 
attainment, which I suppose his father had never made 
he was indebted to a plaything , having been accustomed 
to amuse himself with those maps which arc cut into se- 
veral compartments, so as to be thrown into a heap of 
confusion, that they may be put together again with an 
exact coincidence of all their angles and bearings, so as to 
form a perfect ivhole 

If he begins Latin and Greek at eight, or even at nine 
years of age, it is surely soon enough Seven years, the 
uiual allowance for those acquisitions, arc more than suffi- 
cient for the purpose, especially with his readiness in learn 
mg , for you would hardly wish to have him qualified for 
the university before fifteen, a period, in my mind, much 
too early for it, and when he could hardly be trusted then, 
without this utmost danger to his morals Upon the whole, 
you will perceive that in my judgment the difficulty, as 
wi.Il as the wisdom, consists more in bridling in, and kccji 
ing liack, a boy of his parts, than in pushing him forward 
If therefore, at the end of the two next years, instead of 
jHittmg a grammar into his hand, you should allow him to 
amuse himself with some agreeable writers upon the sub 
jeet of natural philosophy for another year, 1 think it would 
.answer well There is a book called Cosmothcoria Pucrilis, 
there arc Derham’s I’hysico, and Astro-theology, together 
with several others, in the same manner, very intelligible 
even to a child, and full of useful instruction. 

Plums and pears in my next. W. C 
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CXXVIII. 

SCHOOLS 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

MY DEAR ntIKND, Sept 17i 1780. 

You desire my further thoughts on the subject of educa> 
tion. I send you such as had for the most part occurred to 
me when I wrote last, but could not be comprised in a single 
letter 'I'hey arc indeed on a diflerent branch of this inter- 
esting theme, but not less important than the former. 

I think It your happiness, and wish you to think it so 
yourself, that you arc in every respect qualified for the task 
uf instructing your son, and prepanng him for the univer- 
sity, without committing him to the care of a stranger. In 
my judgment, a domestic education deserves the preference 
to a public one on a hundred accounts, which I have neither 
time nor room to mention I shall only touch upon two 
or three that I cannot but consider as having a right to 
your most earnest attention 

In a public school, or indeed in any school, his morals are 
sure to be but little attended to, and his religion not at all. 
If he can catch the love of virtue from the fine things that 
are spoken of it in the classics, and the love of holiness 
from a customary attendance upon such preaching as he is 
likely to hear, it will be well , but I am sure you have had 
too many opportunities to observe the incfficacy of such 
means, to expect any such advantage from them In the 
mean time, the more powerful influence of bad example, 
and perhaps bad company, will continually counterwork 
these only presesvatives he can meet with, and may possilv 
ly send him home to you, at the end of five or six years, 
such as you will be sorry to see him You escaped indeed 
the contagion yourself , hut a few insUnces of happy exemp- 
tion from a general malady are no sufficient warrant to 
conclude, that it is therefore not infectious, or may be 
encountered without danger , 

You have seen too much of the world, and are a man of 
too much reflection, not to have observed that in propor- 
tion ns the sons of a family approach to years of matunty, 
they lose a sense of obligation to their parents, and seem 
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at last almost divested of that tender affection which the 
nearest of all relations seems to demand from them I have 
often observed it myself, and have always thought I t oiild 
sufficiently account for it, without laying all the blame upon 
the children While they continue in their {larents’ house, 
they are every day obliged, and eiery day reminded how- 
much It is their interest, as well as duty, to be obliging 
and affectionate in return But at eight or nine years ol 
age the boy goes to school Irom that moment he lx. 
comes a stranger in his father's house '1 he cuursi. uf 
{larental kindness is intercepted 'I’he smiles of liis 
mother, the tender admonitions, and the solicitous tare 
of both his parents, are no longer before his eyes yiar 
after year he feels himself more and more detached from 
them, till at last he is so cffei linlly weaned from tlie 
connexion, as to find himself happier any where than in 
tlieir coni[Kiny 

1 should have been glad of a frank for this letter, for I 
have said but little of what I could say upon tlie subji 1 1, 
and perhaps I may nut bo able to c ateh it by the end .U{aiii 
If I can, I shall add to it hereafter 

The Breda is the best Kite apricot, and the limpress or 
Jmperatrue plum is that which your mulher |>rineipally 
Tel ommends It turns to a fine dried sweetmeat upon llu 
tree, but must not be g.ithcred sooner Yours, W (' 


CXXIX 

PUBLIC 80H00LS-SCH00L FRIENDSHIPS 

TO THE R1 V WII 1,1AM UNWIN 
Sir VKSK FKIENII, Oct I7SU 

Now for the sequel You have anticipated one of my .irgu 
ments in favour of a private education, therefore I need s.iy 
but little abeut it The folly of supposing that the mother 
tongue, in some respects the miSst difficult of all tongues, 
may be acqmred without a teacher, is jircdominaiit in all the 
public schools tkat I have ever heard of To pronounce it 
‘well, to speak and to write it with fluency and e'egance, are 
no easy attaunnents , not one in fifty of those who |>ass 
through Westminster and Eton, arrive at* any remarkable 
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proficiency in these accomplishments , and they that do are 
more indebted to their own study and application for it, 
than to any instruction received there. In general, there 
IS nothing so pedantic as the style of a schoolboy, if he 
aims at any style at all , and if he does not, he is of course 
inelei'ant, and |)crhaps ungrammatiraL A defect, no doubt, 
in great measure owing to the want of cultivation , for the 
same l.id that is ofleii commended for his Latin, frequently 
would deserve to be 11 hiptied for his Enghsh, if the fault 

re not more Ins master’s than his own I know not where 
this eiil IS so likely to be prevented as at home, — suppos- 
ing always, neiertheless (which is the case in your instance), 
that the lioy’s parents, and their acquaintance, are persons 
of ilegance and taste themselves I'or to converse with 
those who converse iiith propriety, and to be dircc'tcd to 
sue h authors as have refined and improved the language by 
their prodiK lions, are advantages which he cannot else- 
where enjoy in an equ.il degree And thougli it requires 
some tune to regulate the taste, and fix the judgment, and 
the se eltecti iitusl lie gradually wTought even iqion the best 
understanding, yet 1 siippcise iiiuch less time will be neces- 
sary fur the purpose th.in could at first be imagined, because 
the opjjortiiniues of improvement are c ontinual. 

1 promised to say little on this topic, and I have said so 
mill It, that it 1 had not a frank I must burn my letter and 
begin again 

\ pulilu ediiration is often recommended as the most 
effectual remedy fur that bashful and awkward constraint, so 
epidemicMl among the yoi rh of your country But I verily 
believe that in-itead ol being a cure,it is often the c.ausc of it 
Fur seven or eiehi years ol his life, the boy has hardly seen 
or conversed with a man, ora woman, except the maids at 
his boarding house \ gentlem.ui or a lady arc eorsc- 
cjuently such novelties to him, that he is perfectly at a loss 
to know what sort of livhaviour he slioiild preserve before 
them lie plays with his buttons, or tlie strings of his hat, 
he blows bis nose and hangs down his head, i-- conscious 
of Ins own deficiency to a degree that makes him cjuitd 
unhappy, and trembles lest any one sliould speak to him, 
because that wbuld quite overwhelm him. Is not all this 
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miserable shyness evidently the effect of his education ^ 
To me It appears to be so If he saw good company every 
day, he would never be ternfied at the sight of it, and a room 
full of ladies and gentlemen would alarm him no more than 
the chairs they sit on. Such is the effect of custom 
1 need add nothing further on this subject, because I be- 
lieve little John is as likely to lie exempted from this weak- 
ness as most joung gentlemen we shall meet with He 
seems to have Ins father’s spirit in this resjiei t, in whom I 
could never discern the le.ist trace ol hashfulness, though I 
have olten heard him complain of it Under >oiir inanage- 
inent, and the influence of your example, I think, he can 
h.irdly fail to csc.ii)e it li he dues he escapes that which 
makes many a man uncomlortable for life , and has ruined 
not a few, by fori ing them into mean and dishonourable 
company where only they toultl be free and cheerful 
Coiuicsiuns formed at school arc said to lie lasting and 
often beneficial There arc two or three stories of this kind 
upon record, which would not be so constantly cited as they 
arc, whenever this siilijixt hi()|)cns to lie ineiitioned, if the 
chronicle that preserves their reincinbrnni e had many lie 
sides to boast of 1 or my own jxirt, I found such friend 
ships, though warm enough m their commencement, sur 
prisingly li.ahle to cxtim tion , and of seven or eight, whom 
I had se-leeted for mtim.'itcs out of alxmt three hundred, in 
ten years tune not one was left me The truth is, that 
there may be, and often is an attachment of one boy to 
another, that looks very like a fnendship , and while' they 
are in circumstances that enable them mutually to olihgc 
aud to assist each other promises well, and bids fair to he 
Listing liut they are no sooner sejxirated from eai h other 
by entering into the world at large, than other connexions, 
and new employments, in which they no longer share to 
gether, effu'e the remembranve of what passed in earlier 
days, and they become strangers to eac h other for ever 
Add to thi^ tliat the man iiequently differs so much from 
the fioy , — his principles, manners, temircr, and conduct, 
’undergo so great an alteration, — that we no longer rec ogmsc 
in him our old playfellow, but find him utterly unworthy 
and unfit for the piacc he once held in oift affections 
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To close this article, as I did the last, by applying myself 
immediately to the present concern, —httle John is happily 
placed above all occasion for dependance upon such preca- 
rious hopes, and need not be sent to school in quest of some 
great man in embryo, who may possibly make his fortune. 

Yours, my dear fnend, W C 

exxx. 

ON MB. NEWTON’S OOINO TO BAMSOATE. 

lO MRS MEWl'ON 

DEAR MAUAM, Oot S, 1780 

When a lady speaks, it is not civil to make her wait a 
ucok fni an answer, — 1 received your letter within this hour, 
and, foreseeing that the garden will engross much of my 
tune for some days to come, have seized the present oppor- 
tunity to acknowledge it I congratulate you on Mr New- 
ton's safe arrival at Ramsgate, making no doubt but that he 
reachcHl the place without diiSculty or danger, the road thi- 
ther from ('.interbury being so good as to afford room for 
neither He has now a view of the element, with which he 
was OIK e so familiar, but which I think he has not seen for 
many years The sight of his old acquaintance will revive 
III his mind a pleasing recollection of past deliverances, and 
when he looks at him from the beach, he may say — “You 
have turnierlv given me trouble enough, but I have cast 
anchor now where your billows can never reach me” — It is 
happpy tor him that lie can say so 

Mrs Unwin returns you in.uiy thanks for your anxiety 
on her account Her health is cunsideiably mended upon 
the whole, so .as to afford us a hope that it will be 
established Our love attends you 

Yours, dear madam, W C 

CXXXI. 

proposes a payment fob his verses. 

10 THE REV WILLIAM UNWIN 

Nov g, 1780 

I WROTE the following last summer. The tragical occa- 
sion of It really happened at the next bouse to ours. 1 am 
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glad when I can find a subject to work upon , a lapidary I 
suppose accounts it a laborious part of his business to rub 
away the roughness of the stone , but it is my amusement, 
and if after all the polishing I can give it, it discovers some 
little lustre, I think myself well rewarded for my pains * 

1 shall charge you a half penny a-piece for etery copy I 
send you, the short as well as the long This is a sort of 
afterclap you little expected, but I cannot possibly afford 
them at a cheaper rate If this method of raising money 
had occurred to me sooner, I should have made the bargain 
sooner ; but am glad I have hit upon it at last It will be 
a considerable encouragement to my muse, and act as a 
powerful stimulus to my industry If the American war 
should last much longer, I may be obliged to raise my 
price ; but this I shall not do without a real occasion for 
It — It depends much upon laird North’s pretty conduct 
in the article of supplies If he imposes an additional tax 
on anything that I deal in, the necessity of this measure, 
on my part, will be so apparent, that I dare say you will 
not dispute it 

Your mother desires me to add her love to mine, which 
waits on you all as usual She is much pleased with your 
desire to hear from her, but having such an industrious 
secretary in me, she thought it the less necessary She 
will use her own hand, however, when her nerves, which 
are seldom well strung, and which this turbulent weather 
particularly discomposes, will give her leave W C 

CXXXII. 

ABanmo that the bookseller who enoaoes 

TO SERVE OOUNTRT CUSTOMERS, IS BOUND 
TO SEND BOOKS TO THEIR ORDER. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ 

MY DEAB VBIESD, 1)80 10, 1780 

I AM sorryathat the bookseller shuffles off the trouble of 
package upon anybody that belongs to you. I think I 
could cast him upon this point, in an action upon the case, 

* 1 Verm on a Goldfinch starved to death ul cage. 
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grounded upon the terms of his own undertaking He 
engages to serve country customers Ergo, as it would be 
unreasonable to expect that when a country gentleman 
wants a book, he should order his chaise, and bid the man 
drive to Exeter Change , and as it is not probable that the 
book would find the way to him, of itself, though it were 
the wisest that ever was written, I should suppose the law 
would compel him. For I recollect it is a maxim of good 
authority in the courts, that there is no right without a 
remedy And if another, or a third person, should not 
be suffered to interpose between my right and the remedy 
the law gives me, where the right is invaded, much less, 1 
apprehend, shall the man himself, who of his own mere 
motion gives me that right, tic suffered to do it 

I never made so long an argument upon a law case 
before I ask your pardon for doing it now You have 
but little need of such entertainment 

Yours affectionately, Wm. COWPER. 

CXXXIII 

HIS FBIEND’S LAin>LADY, AND HIS EAST TEICPER . 
BOTH HUMOURISTS WHO USED TO MAKE THEM- 
SELVES MERRY WITH EACH OTHER’S 
HUMOUR-A LEOAOY. 

TO JOSEPH Hill, ISQ 

Mr DK.\H FRiRvn, I’lobably Kov or Dec 1780 

I TH\NK you much for your letter, uhich, without oli^ 
liging me to travel to Wargrove at a time of year when 
journeying is not very agreeable, has introduced me in the 
most commodious manner to a perfect acquaintance with 
your neat little garden, your old cottage, and above all 
with your most prudent and sagacious landlady As much 
as I admire her, I admire much more the philosophical 
temper with which you seem to treat her for I know few 
characters more provoking, to me, at least, than the selfish, 
who arc never honest , especially if while they determine 
to pick your pocket, they have not ingenuity enough to 
conceal their purpose. But you are perfectly in the right, 
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and act just as I would endeavour to do on the same occa- 
sion You sacrifice every thing to a retreat you admire , 
and, if the natural indolence of my disposition did not 
forsake me, so would I 

You might as well apologize for sending me forty pounds 
as for writing about yourself Of the two ingr^icnts I 
hardly know which made your letter the most agreeable— 
(observe, I do not say the most acceptable ) The draft 
indeed was welcome , but though it was so, yet it did not 
make me laugh. I laughed heartily at the account you 
gave of yourself and your landlady. Dame Savcall, whose 
picture you have drawn, though not with a flattering hand, 
yet 1 dare say with a strong resemblance As to you, I 
have never seen so much of you, since I was in London, 
where you and I so often have made ourselves merry with 
each other's humour, yet never gave each other a moment’s 
pain by doing so \Vc arc both humourists, and it is Mell 
for your wife and my Mrs. Unwin, that they have alike 
, found out the way to deal with us 

More thanks to Mrs. Ilill for her intentions She has 
the true enthusiasm of a gardener, and therefore I can pity 
her under her disappointment, having so large a share of 
that commodity myself 

I am imformed that Lady C lias left me an annuity of 
twenty pounds I mention it merely because, as you do 
not, I thought you might not have heard it. 

Yours, my dear Sir, aficctionatcly, \Vm COVVPER 

Deo. 10, 1780 

It is well for me that as my intelligencer with respect to 
l.«idy Cowper’s legacy proved to be mistaken , the sub- 
stantial part of his information is however authenticated 
and the money not lost, though it comes from a difTcrent 
mine. 
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CXXXIV. 

KBS. UWWIK Aim NEWTON CONFIDENT OF HX8 
DELIVEBANOE FBOH HIS STATE OF DESOLA- 
TZON-OOWFEB PLEASED PBAISE AND EN- 
OODBAOED THEBEBT TO CONTINUE WBITINa 
POETB7, WHICH HE FINDS ABOVE ALL THINOS 
USEFUL IN DIVEBTINa HIS HIND FBOH SAID 
SUEJEOTA 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

Deo 21, 178a 

1 THANK you for your anecdote of Judge Carpenter. If 
it really happened, it is one of the best stories I ever heard , 
and if not, it has at least the merit of being ien trovato. 
We both very sincerely laughed at it, and think the whole 
Livery of I.ondon must have done the same , though 1 
have known some persons whose faces, as if they had been 
cast in a mould, could never lie provoked to the least altera- 
tion of a single feature , so that you might as well relate a 
good story to a barber’s block. 

Non equidem invideo, miror nwgis. 

Your sentiments with respect to me are exactly Mrs. 
Unwin’s. She, like you, is perfectly sure of my deliverance, 
and often tells me so I make but one answer, and some- 
times none at all That answer gives her no pleasure, and 
would give >011 as little , therfore at this time I suppress 
It. It IS better on every account that they who interest 
themselves so deeply in that event, should believe the 
certainty of it, than that they should not It is a comfort 
to them at least, if it is none to me , and as I could not, 
if I would, so neither would I, if I could, deprive them 
of It 

I annex a long thought in verse for your perusal. It was 
produced about last midsummer, but I never could prevail 
with myself, till now, to transenbe it You have bestowed 
some commendations on a certain poem now in the press, 
and they, I suppose, have at least animated me to the task 
If human nature may be compared to a piece of tapestry, 
(and why not ?) then human nature, as it subsists in me, 
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though it is sadly faded on the right side, rebiins all its 
colour on the wrong. I am pleased with cominciid.Uion, 
and though not passionately desirous of indiscriminate 
praise, or what is geiierall/ called popularity, yet when a 
judicious friend claps me.on the back, I own 1 find it an 
encouragement At this season of the year, and in this 
gloomy uncomfortable climate, it is no easy matter for the 
owner of a mind like mine, to divert it from sad subjects, 
and fix it upon such as inaj administer to its ainuseiuent 
Poetry, above all things, is useful to me in this respect. 
While I am held in pursuit of pntty images, or a pretty 
way of expressing them, I forget every thing that is irksome, 
and, like a boy that plays truant, di tcrmine to .av.iil myself 
of the present opportunity to he amused, and to jiut by the 
disagreeable recollection that I must, after all, go home 
and be whipt again 

It will not be long, perhaps, before you will rereivfc a 
poem < ailed the Prt>i(ri \s ol Error Thai will be succeeded 
by another, in due lime, railed 7V////r Don’t be alarmed 
I ride I’cgasus wifh a curb He will never run away with 
mu again I have even (onviiucdMrs Unwin that 1 can 
manage bun, and make bun stop w hen I please 

\ours, Wm COWPb:R 

CXWV 

DECLINES WBITING UPON CERTAIN DESIRED 
MEASURES OF BEFORM-MR AND MRS FOW- 
LEY-THRLTFHTHORA-MR RILAND, OF BIR- 
MINOHAM-COWFER NOT A MALTHUSITE. 

TO THIv RLV W UNWIN 

MV i>EAB FR 1 FSU, Dec 81, 1780 

I AM sensibly mortified at finding myself obliged to 
disappoint you , but thrnigli 1 have had many thoughts 
upon the subjects you jtroposc to my consideration, I 
have had none that have been favourable to the undertaking. 
I "pplaud your purpose, for the sake of the principle from 
which It springs, but 1 look upon the evils you mean to 
animadvert upon, as too obstinate and inveterate ever to lie 
expelled by the means you mention. Thewery persons to 

14 
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whom you would address your remonstrance, are thein' 
selves sufficiently aware of their enormity , years ago, to 
my knowledge, they were frequently the topics of conversa- 
tion at polite tables , they have lieen frequently mentioned 
in both houses of Parliament^ aud I suppose there is hardly 
a member of either w'ho would not immediately assent to 
the necessity of a reform vere it proposed to him in a rea- 
sonable way But there it stops und there it will for ever 
stop, till the majority arc animated with a zeal, in which 
■It jiruseiit they are deplorably defective. A religious man 
IS unfcigncdly shocked when he reflects upon the pre- 
valence of such crimes ; a moral man must needs be 
so in a degree, and will affect to be much more so than 
he IS But how many do you suppose there are among 
our worthy representatives, that come under cither of these 
descriptions, If all were such, yet to new model the police 
of the Country, which must be done, in order to make 
eien unavoidable perjury less frequent, were a task they 
would hardly undertake, on account of the great difficulty 
that would attend it Government is too much interested 
in the consumption of malt liquor to reduce the number 
of vendors Such plausible pleas may be offered in dc- 
teiiee of travelling on Sundays, especially by the trading 
part of the world, as the whole bench of Bishops would find 
il difficult to overrule And with respect to the violafon of 
oiths till acertain name is more generally respected than it is 
It present, however such persons as yourself may be grieved 
at It, the legislature are never likely to lay it to heart I do 
not mean, nor would by any means attempt to discourage 
vou in so laudable an enterpnse, but such is the light m 
which It appears to me, that I do not feel the least spark of 
I'ourage, qualifying or prompting me to embark in it myself. 
An exhortation, therefore, written by me, — by hopeless des- 
jionding me, — would be flat, insipi^ and uninteresting, and 
disgrace the cause, instead of serving it If after what I 
have said, however, you still retain the same sentiments 
Made, esto virtute tua / there is no body belter qualified 
than yourself, and may your success prove that I despaired 
of It w’lthout a reason 

Your poor sifter '—she has many good qualities, and 
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upon some occasions gives proof of a good understanding . 
but as some people have no ear for music, so she has none 
fur humour Well, — if she cannot laugh at our jokes, wc 
can, however, at her mistakes, and in this way she makes us 
ample amends for the disappointment Mr. Powley is much 
like herself , .if his wife overlooks the jest he will never be 
able to find it They were neither of them born to write 
epigrams or ballads, and I ought to be less mortified at the 
coldness with which they entertain my small sallies in the 
v.iy of drollery, when I reflect that if Swift himself had had 
no other judges, he would never have found one admirer 

It is indeed, as you observe, incumbent upon Mr Madan 
to reply to the reviewer, if he means to maintain his point 
Ilut unless he means likewise to expose himself more in a 
second attempt, than he did even in his first, it is still more 
incumbent upon him to be silent. I reckon myself a com- 
petent judge of the argument, so far as the (Ircek criticisms 
are in question , and if I am, a refutation of what his an 
tagonist has advanced against that part of his performance, 
IS (1 think) impossible That impossibility is followed close 
at the heels by a conclusion not to be avoided Syllogisti- 
c.illy dressed, it stands thus , The Scripture is the only 
ground on which the doctrine of polygamy can be proved 

But It cannot be proved by Scripture 

Ergo— Hot at all 

You desired me, some time since, to send you my twenty- 
seven answers to ditto number of queries drawn up by the 
Kev Mr Kiland, of Birmingham. 1 would have done it, 
if the Review had not made it entirely unnecessary The 
gentleman, for whose use in particular 1 designed them, 
declined sending them to the querist at my instance , so 
that, immediately almost after their production, they be- 
came waste paper, and ! kept no copy of them myself The 
(|uestions discovered such marks of almost childish imbeci- 
lity, that I could not possibly propose to myself the acquisi- 
tion of any ci^dit by the answers But as some men, espe- 
cially weak ones, are apt to suppose themselves irrefragabli 
and invincible in disputation, I replied to them merely to 
guard the poor gentleman against the pernicious effect of so 
sad a blunder upon an occasion of such im^rtancc 
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Nfy respects attend the family, that is lo say, my afleC' 
tion.Uc ones I heartily -nish Mrs Unwin better spints. 
Never be afr.iid of the multiplication of children, you do 
nut make them yourself, and He that docs, knows hon to 
provide for them Poor barc-breeched Billy, to whom your 
alms were yesterday so acceptable, has no despondinj; 
thoughts upon this suliject, though he has now four, and 
eonsidiring his age, and the age ot his wife, may possibly 
have fourteen 

Yours, my dear friend, WM COWPER 
CXXXVI 

SENSma HIS “BEFOBT OF AH ADJUDGED CASE." 

to JOSlifH HILL, ESC} 

MV liK\K vnirND, Dec 2.>, 1780 

Wi'VRY With rather a long walk m the snow, lam not 
likely to write a very sprightly letter, or lo produce any 
thing that may cheer this glcximy st'ason, unless I have re- 
coiirse to my pocket-book, where perhaps I may find some- 
thing to transeribc,— something that was written before the 
sun had taken leave of our hemisphere, and when 1 was less 
fatigued than I am at present 

1 l.tiipy IS the man who knows just so much of the law, as 
to make hiniseir a little inerry now and then with the sol- 
emnity of juriehe.il jiroceedings I have he'ard of common 
law judgments before now, indeed have been present at 
the delivery of some, that according to my poor apprehen- 
sion, while they jiaid the utmost respect to the letter of a 
statute, have cle-iiarted widely from the spirit of it, and be- 
ing governed emirely by the point of law, have left equity, 
reason, and < oininun sense, b^ind them at an infinite dis* 
tancc. Yon will judge whether the following report of a 
case, drawn iij) by myself, be not a proof and illustration 
of this satirical assertion * 

Yours affectionately, * W C 

*The “Report of an adjudged Cue, sot to be foand in any of 
the Buoki," uiuchided tbu letter. 
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CXXXVII. 

WITH THE SAUCE POEM-ADVANTAOES OF PUT- 
TING LAW OASES INTO BHTMH 

TOTHS KLV. WIL11\U UNWIN. 

NT DEAR FRIEND, DCC 1780. 

PotTiCAL reports of law cases are not very common, yet it 
seems to me desirable that they should be so Many advan- 
tages would au rue from such a measure They would in 
the first plate be more commodiously deposited in the 
memory, just as linen, grocery, or other surb matters, when 
neatly packed, art known to occupy less room, and to be 
more conveniently in trunk, ihcst, or bo\, to whirh they 
may be t ommittetl In the next place, being divested of 
that infinite < irc iimlocution, and tin* endless embarrass- 
ment in whuh they arc involved by it, they would bci.nni* 
surprisingly intelligible, in comparisi.n viiih their present 
obscurity And lastly, they would by this niiansbe rendered 
susceptible ot mtiSK al embellishment, and instead nt In mg 
(luoted in the courts, with that dull monotonj, which is so 
wearisome to b\-standers frcs|uently lulls evt'n the judges’ 
themselves to sleep, might be rehearsed in recitative , vvhic li 
would h.ivc .in .idmirabic effect, in keeping the attention 
fixed and lively, and could not fail to disiierse th.it heavy 
atmosphere of sadness and gravity, which hangs over the 
jurisprudence of our country I remember many years ago, 
being informed by a relation of mine, who in his youth hail 
applied himself to the study of the law, that one ol his fellow' 
students, a gentleman of spightly jiarts and very sjieetable 
talents ot the poetical kind, did .letu.illy engage in tho 
prosecution of such a design , for reasons 1 siipiiost some- 
what similar to, if not the same with those 1 have now sug- 
gested He began vvitb Coke’s Institutes , a book so rug- 
ged in Its style, that an attemjit to polish it seemed an 
Herculean labour, and not less arduous and difficult, than 
It would be te give the smoothness of a rabbit’s fur to the 
pr.ekly back of a hedgehog But he succeeded to admira- 
tion, as you will perceive by the following s])ecimcn, whu b 
IS all that my said relation could recollect of the per- 
formance. 
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Tenant in fee 
Simitlo, u he, 

And need neither c|nake nor qnirer, 

W ho hath hii landa, 

Kieo from all demands, * 

To him and hia hem for ever 

Vnu have an ear for muMc, and a taste for verse, which 
vaves me the trouhle of pointing out with a cntical nicety 
the advantages of such a version I proceed therefore to 
what I at first intended, and to transeribe the record of an 
adjudged lase thus managed to which indeed what I have 
pri imsed was intended merely as an intorduction.* \V C 

1781 . 

CXXXVIII. 

JOHN OHOSS'S BULE-THELTPHTHOBA. 

Id ini' Rtv W UNWIN 

MI HI SH VRiKNii, Jan 14,1781 

1 SI I iKiM write what may properly he called an answer 
tr. n letter, unless to a letter that requires an answer , hut 
on I lie present occasion, being conscious that I have nut 
spinis to enahle me to make excursions on the wings of in 
vuiiKiii, 1 purpose to eunfinc myself pretty niueli to the 
siihjr rt of yours Whit h prudent procedure will serve the 
douhle piiriHise of relieving me from the toil of pumping in 
vain, and of convinring )ou that you cannot ilo a worst, 
thing than to deprive mu of your letters, upon an apprehen- 
sion that they t.in afford me neither profit nor amusement 

Impressions made upon the mind in our early days are 
St Idoin entirely effaced '1 his is an old observation, but I 
shall engraft a new one upon it Though you have a per- 
fci t recollection of John Cross’s pious and wise remark,! 
am sadly afraid lliat you have never made a practical use of 
It, which I the more wonder at, because his unexpected 
good fortune in the instance you allude to, aniounts almost 
to a proof of the great utility of such a custom. How is it 

* Thii letter covrlnded w ith the poetical law case of “Note, 
pluutiff— Eyei, defeuilauu,” before referred to. 
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possible, were you but properly careful to keep that part 
uppermost at the time of rising that >ou could be plaitucd 
as you are with such a variety of misadventures ?— tithes 
unpaid, dilapidations without end, lawsuits resivcd, and 
your curate running away from you, for the sake of a pleas- 
anter country I dare say John Cross was bxcmpted from 
all these disagreeable occurrences , he had not half your 
understanding, yet knew how to a\oid them all by attend- 
ing to the main chance in the article you hint at Hu 
presented something more substantial than even a seven- 
fold shield to the arrows of ill turtunc , and receiv ing them, 
if he received them at all, where tlie> could not possibly 
reach his heart, went through the vv oriel insensible of the 
troubles with which it abounds He clapped his hand u()un 
you know what, and said to misfeirtune. Now, madam, I 
defy you 'J'his you know as well as I, this therefore you 
should iiractise , and though you cannot, I su[)iiose, boast 
of such a buttress as he was fciiccsJ with, yet, put mthiulo, 
and according to your abilitv, you should make that use of 
It his e\am])le tcachis, and the most of a little 

hrom Mr Madan’s renewed pubhcatiun, I cannot but 
infer that he preserves the same conduct as before he pub- 
lished at all Letters of admonition, dissuasion, and es 
hortation, he burned unread , and has treated, I suppose, the 
Review with the same obstinate indilTerence and contcm[it 
I the rather think so, because I am firmly persuaded he 
could nut rc’iily to his answerer , though it is possible his 
case may resemble that of a certain disputant I have heard 
of, who said upon a like occasion, “I am confuted, but 
not convinced” 

Impregnable, however, as he may be to the attacks of 
sound reason, backed with all the authority of sound learn- 
ing, Ills advocates are not all, it seems, ciuite so stubborn as 
liiniself Mr Kiland, of Biriniiigham, has at last forsaken 
the standard of polygamy, and betaken himself to the side 
of Christian decorum and decency again Mr I’owlcy, wc 
jeam from good authority, has ‘aecn instrumental in working 
this conversion, which does him the more honour, as he 
had by all accounts a very weak, though a, very good man 
to dctil with, Meo that have oo large share of rcasoa them- 
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selves, are seldom sensible of the force of it in the hands 
of another. 

1 am informed that the reviewer is preparing an answer 
at large, and that the Bishop of l.ondon has likewise under- 
taken the task. If this be the case, actum esi de Thclyph- 
tAord I hear likewise tb.st the king, having read a part of 
It, threw It down with indignation, and expressed his regret 
that there was no law by which such an author could be 
brought to the punishment he deserves This is not un- 
likely, for, by all accounts, he is a moral man, and conse- 
quently a chaste husband , that he should view therefore 
sui'h a proposal with abhorrence is natural enough 

Your mother returns her thanks to Mrs Unwin for her 
letter Our love attends you both, with Miss Shuttleworth 
and her little ones The two guineas may be sent with the 
salmon, for which we thank you /nr aviinu 

If the lines of your letter could be pushed together they 
would not fill throe sides , and if mine could be moved to 
the disUnco at which yours stand from each other, they would 
fill four This, however, is not my re.ison lor concluding, 
but because I am weary, therefore I add only tint I am 
Yours a. ever W C 


CXXXIX 

PBOOBESS OF EBBOB BENT B7 A PBIVATEHAND- 
HE 8HBINKS AT FBESENT FBOU TBANSOBIBma 
ms POEM CALLED TBUTH-OOSTIVE TBAVEL- 
LEBS-MB. BABHAH. 

so ailE, KLV. JOHN NKWION 
MY DEAH Sin, Jnn, s!l, 1781 

I AM glad that the Progress of Error did not i^rr in its 
Progress, as 1 feared it had , and that it has reached you 
safe , and still more pleased that it has met with your appro- 
bation , for if It had not, I should have wishcdjtJiadjniKar- 
ned, and have been sorry that the bearer's memory bad serv- 
ed him so well upon the occasion I knew him to be that 
sort of genius, wlpch being much busy in making excursions 
of the imaginary kind, is not always present to its own im- 



TO THE BBV. J XEXVTO.V. 


165 - 

mediate concerns, much IchS to those of others , and hav- 
ing reposed the trust in him, Itegan to regret that I had 
dune so, when it was too late Hut I did it to sate a frank, 
and as the affair has turned out. that end was ver\ «ell in- 
swered Tins is committed to the hands of a less \olatilo 
person, and therefore more to be depended on 

As to the poem called 7>/////, w huh is already longer 
than Its elder brother, and is >et to be leniithened by the 
addition of perhaps twenty lines, perhaps more , I shrink 
from the thought of transeribing it at [iresc-nt Hut as 
tliere is no need to be in an\ hurry about it, I hope that in 
some rainy season, whuh the ne\t month will probibly 
bring with it, when perhaps I maj be glad of employment, 
the undertaking will a))pear less formid.ible 

You need not withhold from ns any intilligenre relatmifi 
to yourselves, uiwn an apprehension tint Mr Raban has 
been beforehand with you u{um those subju'ts, for he i.iino 
down as costive as if you had fed him upon nothing but 
<|uinecs, and unless we cnginecresl liuu with ((iiestion after 
question, we could get nothing out ol him 1 have known 
such travcllerb in my time, and Mrs Ni wton is no strangei 
to one of them, who keep all their ohsi rvalions and dis- 
Loveries to Ihimsclves, till they are estorted Iroin them by 
mere dint of examination, and cross esamiiiaiion He 
told us indeed that some visible agent supplied you every 
‘Sunday with a coach, which we were pleased with hearing ; 
.ind this, I think, was the sum total of his information 
AVc are mueli coiicernexl for Mr liarhani’s loss , but it is 
well for that gentleman, that those amiable features in his 
character, which most indine one to sympathise with him, 
are the very graces and virtues that will slrcngtheii him to 
hear It with equanimity and patience People that have 
neither his light noi e'SHonence, will wonder that a disaster 
which would (xrhaps have broken their hearts, is not heavy 
enough to make any abatement in the theerfuliiess of his 
Your books came yesterday I shall not rejicat to you 
wl.at I said to Mrs Vnwin, after having read two or three of 
rtie letters I admire the preface, in which you have given 
an air of novelty to a worn out topic, and have actually, 
engaged the favour of the reader by saying those things in 
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a delicate and uncommon way, which in general are 
disgusting. 

I suppose you know that Mr. Scott will be in tojirn on 
Tuesday He is likely to take possession of the Vi- 
carage at last, with the best grace possible , at least, if he 
and Mr Browne can agree upon the terms The old gen- 
tleman I find would be glad to let the house, and abridge 
the stipend , in other words to m.ikc a good bargain for 
himself, and starve his curate 

Yours, my dear friend, Wm COWPER 

CXL 

coNaEBNiKa ma poems-theltphthoba- 

. MB. SOOTT’S ABBIVAL AS OUBATE. 

'10 1HE KLV JOHN NLWION, CHARLES SQUARE, HOXTON 
I ONDON. 

MV HKAB PRIBXIl, Fcb 4, 1781 

Wfc have waited I suppose with equal impatience for a 
letter Our last dispatches crossed each other, so that each 
of us has claimed the posteriority, the epistolary race being 
always won by him that comes in last This however has 
not liecn the only reason of my silence I have been very 
busy in my way, and ere long you will see the fruit of my 
labour. 1 shall say nothing of it at present, except that 
7V//M, though long since finished, must be positponed to 
this last production, and that the Progress of Error itself 
must not take the lead of it Truth will be seasonable at 
any time, and though the Progress of Eiror has some 
connection with the present day, it is not so closely related 
to the occurrences of it as the new one, which has the name 
of Tabic Talk I have almost finished the copy of it 
which I intend for you, but cannot send it till from that 
I h.i\c transcribed another for myself, the original being 
written on so many scrips and scraps that it would be very 
troublesome to range them, and indeed I ha^e no perfect 
t opy of It but the fair one I have not numbered the 
lines, but I suspect that it is longer than either of the' 
•itliers Now I believe I shall bang up my harp for the 
remainder of thd }ear, and, 
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Since Eighty-one hea had ao mnch to do, 

Postpone what yet la leit till Eighty two. 

Wc were much pleased with your Extracts ■ they were so 
faithful to the truth, that unless Mr Madan has much of 
that candour he will not allow to others, they will put his 
friendship for you to a strong trial , and yet so affectionate^ 
that he cannot be displeased without the violation of every 
thing that deserves the name of friendship We both long 
to be informed of the reception they have met u ith, and 
take it granted you will indulge our curiosity nhen you 
can We have been told that the IJrshop of T/mdon in- 
tends an answer to Thelyphthora, but I think his I.ordship 
would hardly have put off the publication to so late a day 
Wc have been told likewise that Mr. Riland is a convert to 
monogamy, but from some things we have heard since are 
obliged to doubt it. 

Mr Scott called on us the very day of his return from 
T.ondon. We are glad of his appointment to the curacy, 
and so 1 suppose are all, at least all but a very few, whoso 
joy or sorrow on the occasion is of small consequence to 
any but themselves And yet I think he will meet with 
troubles, and if my sagacity docs not fail me much, I can 
see from what quarter they are likely to arise Instrument- 
ality IS generally taken up with some reluctance, and laid 
down with a great dual more but where such a man, so 
nell qualified m every respect for the charge assigned him, 
has the care of a people, there can be no occasion for 
subordinate assistance It is not his design to accept of it, 
and his refusal I am rather apprehensive will occasion a 
murmur somewhere Even upon your account wc are 
pleased with Mr Page’s departure, as some disagreeables 
and awkwardnesses would probably have attended your 
interview He could not have refused you his pulpit, and 
yet there is rea.son to believe that you arc the last man in 
the kingdom he would have wished to see in it He has ap- 
plied, or rather Mr Warden Smith in his behalf, for the 
curaf'y at Ra^nstone, but Mr. Chapman has given no deh- 
nitive answer Mr Scott I should suppose, would be sorry 
to see himself so succeeded. Mr. Dowbiggin’s curate, (if I 
have sjielt the strange name aright,) pays itddresses to the 
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same lady, and Mr. Jones has been ogling her not a little. 
But who will be the happy man, conjecture has not yet 
ventured to surmise. 

We wait with some impatience for the issue of Lord 
George’s tnaL Somebody, late from London, has brought 
hither the news that fresh disturbances are expected on 
the occasion especially if he should be condemned but 
what sort of patriotism is it, or what sort of zeal, that is 
offended when the laws of the country take their course ? 

We are both pretty well Mrs Unwin joins with me in 
love to yourself and Mrs. Newton. 

Yours, my dear Sir, Wm. COWPER 


CXLI. A 

ADVICE HOW TO DEAL WITH THE UNJUST AND 
UNOENEBOUS-POOB AT 0LNE7-L0BD OEOBOE 
GORDON’S AOQUITTAL-PITT FOB CBOfll- 
NALS-WIGS. 

TO mil KLV WlltISM UNWIN 
%ii uKiH vKiiMJ, Feb 6, 1781. 

1 r IS high tune you should consult your own peace of 
mind and not suffer the insatiable demands and unreason- 
able exixictations of other men, to he a souice of unhappi- 
ness to yourself You ha\c lived long enough iii the world 
to know that it sw inns with people who arc always ready 
to take advantage of tlie generosity of such men as you ; who 
say in their hearts, whe'ii they iiioct with such disinterested 
treatment as every one re'eieves from your hands, “Now is 
the time the man has a gentlemanly regard for his cha- 
racter, he loves pe.ace more than money, and will make any 
concessions, so that he may but approve himself to his own 
conscieiiec I.et us sijuce/e him , he will yield well , the 
more he complies the more we will insist, and make him 
pay dear for the character he wishes to deserve ” I cannot 
doubt but your predecessor’s cuiate is of this stamp , hisi 
demand wants nothing but a cocked pistol to make it felony, 
without benefitrf>f clergy 
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As to your proposal to the executors, if it does not give 
contentment, it must be for the reasons above mentioned ; 
in which case I would recommend it to you by all means, 
to pay them exactly what they can lawfully demand for 
elebe and tithe, and not a farthing more, and in return to 
insist upon every penny you lay out in necessary repairs, 
and not a farthing less. It is wrong not to deal libeially 
with persons who themselves act upon liberal and honest 
principles ; but it is weakness to be the willing dupe of < 
artifice and to sacrifice one's own interest for the sake of 
satisfying the insatiable or unjust. * 

We are obliged to you for the rugs, a commodity that 
can never come to such a place as this at an unseasonable 
time. We have given one to an industrious poor widow 
with four children, whose sister overheard her shivering in 
the night, and with some difficulty brought her to confess 
the next morning that she was half perished for want of 
Sufficient covering Her said sister borrowed a rug for her 
at a neighbour’s immediately, which she had used but one 
night when yours arrived And I doubt not but we shall 
meet with others equally indigent, and deserving of your 
bounty 

I he.'iT this morning.that Lord George is .acquitted 1 
take It for granted you was at the trial, fur three reasons 
First, because you was in town so lately , secondly, because 
you have laudable curiosity, that acts as a spur upon your 
spirits on all such occasions , and thirdly, because you arc 
slender and slim, and take up so little room that you are 
sure of place when men of ampler dimensions are necessa- 
rily excluded Tell us all that passed , and if he is indeed 
acquitted, let us know upon what point his acquitml turn- 
ed, for at present I am rather at a loss to conceive how he 
could escape if the law was allowed to take its course, 
interrupted by fear and uncontrolled by a spirit of party 

Much good may your humanity do you, as it does so much 
good to others You can no where find objects more entitled 
to your pity, tlian where your pity seeks them A man whose' 
tices and irregularities have brought his liberty and life into 
danger, will always be viewed with an eye of compassion by 
those who understand what human nature iS made of. And 

16 
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while we acknowledge the seventy of the law to be found 
upon pnnciples of necessity and justice, and are glad that 
there is such a barner provided for the peace of society, if 
we consider that the difference between ourselves and the 
cuipnt IS not of our own making, we shall be, as your are, 
tenderly affected with the view of his misery, and not the 
less so because he has brought it upon himself. I look 
upon the worst man in Chelmsfoid gaol with a more 

fevouralile eye than upon , who claims a servant’s wages 

from one who never was his master 

Wh.'it goes before was written in the morning. This 
evening I have read the trial as related in the General 
Evening, and can only add to what I said before in the 
words of Horace 

—Mtror quo facto judteum tlhid 
Pugenl. 

I give you joy of your own hair No doubt you are a 
considerable gainer in your appearance by being disperi- 
uiggcd The best wig IS that which most resembles tlie 
natural hair, why then should be that has hair enough of 
his own, have recourse to imitation ? 1 have little doubt, 
but that if an arm or a leg could have been taken off with 
as little jiain as attends the amputation of a curl or a lock 
nrii,air, the natural limb would have been thought less 
becoming, or less convenient, by some men, than a wooden 
one, and been disposed of accoidingly 

Thanks for the salmon, it was perfectly good, as were 
the two lobsters , and the two guineas came safe Having 
some verses to transcribe, and being rather weary, I add no 
more, except our love to the whole family, jomtly and 
severally Having begun ray letter with a miserable pen, 
1 was not willing to change it for a better lest my writing 
should not be all of a piece, but it has worn me and my 
patience quite out 


Yours ever. 


Wm. COWPER. 
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CXLII. 

UETBICAL LAW OASES-OLD AOK 

TO JOSKPH HILL, ESQ. 

MY D>AB VRiESD, Feb. 15, 1781 

I AH glad you were pleased with my report of so extraor- 
dinary a case If the thought of versifying the decisions 
of our courts of justice had struck me, while I had the 
honour to attend them, it would perhaps have been no 
difficult matter to have compiled a volume of such amusing 
and interesting precedents , which, if they wanted the elo- 
quence of the Greek or Roman oratory, would have amply 
compensated that deficiency by the harmony of rhyme and 
metre 

Your account of my Uncle and your Mother gave me 
great pleasure I have long been afraid to inquire after 
some in whose welfare I always feel myself interested, lest 
the question should produce a painful answer Longevity 
IS the lot of so few, and is so seldom rendered comfortable 
by the associations of good health and good spirits, that 
I could not very reasonably suppose either your relations 
or mine so happy in those respects, as it seems they arc 
May they continue to enjoy those blessings so long as the 
date of life shall last I do not think that in these coster- 
monger days, as I have a notion halstaff calls them, an 
r antediluvian age is at all a desirable thing , but to live 
comfortably, while we do liv^ is a great matter, and cum- f 
prchends in it every thing that can be wished for on this j 
side the curtain that hangs between Time and Eternity 
Farewell my better friend than any I have to boast of 
either among the lords, or gentlemen of the House of 
Commons. Yours ever, W C 

CXUII. 

OBEAT HX7BBI0ANE IB THE WEST INDIES- THE 
OONSUHICATIOH OF ALL THIHOS POSSIELT 
AT HAND. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

’ MY DIAB VRIEND, Feb 16, 1781 

It is possible that Mrs. Hill may not be herself a sulfer- 
et by the late terrible catastrophe in th& Islands , but I 
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should suppose by her correspondence with those parts; 
she may lie connected with some that are In either case, 
I condole with her , for it is reasonable to imagine that 
since the first tour that Columbus made into the Western 
world, It never before experienced such a convulsion ; 
perhaps never since the foundation of the globe. You 
say the state grows old, and discovers many symptoms of 
decline A an ter, possessed of a genius for hypothesis, 
like th.at o7 Burnet, might construct a plausible argument 
to prove that the world itself is in a state of superannua- 
tion, if there be such a world If not, there must be such 
a one as siipcrannuity When that just equilibrium that 
has hitherto supported all things, seems to fail, when the 
elements burst the chain that has bound them, the wind 
sweeping away the works of man, and man himself together 
with Ills works, and the ocean seeming to overleap the 
command, “Hitherto shall thoa come, and no further, 
and here shall thy proud waves be stayed," these irregular 
and prodigious vagaries seem to bespeak a decay, and 
forebode, perhaps, not a very^ distant dissolution This 
thought has so run away with my attention, that I have 
left myself no room for the little politics that have only 
Great Britain for their object Who knows but that while 
a thousmd, and ten thousand tongues are employed in 
adjusting the scale of our national concerns, in complain- 
ing of new tnscs, and funds loaded with a debt of accu- 
mulating millions, the consummation of all things may 
discharge it in a moment, and the scene of all this bustle 
disappear, as if it h.sd never been ? Charles Fax would say 
perhaps, he thought it very unlikely. I question if he could 
prove even that I am sure, however, he could not prove 
It to be impossible. 


Yours, 


Wm. COWPER. 
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CXLIV. 

OHABAOTER OF HIS VOLITMS-MB. NEWTON'S OB- 
JEOTION TO OOAESE EPITHETS-ME (AFTEB- 
WABDS SIB BIOHABO) HILL’S ANSWER TO MB- 
MADAN-OLNET-BEUaiOHS UEETINOS-BE- 
FLEOTIONS ON HIS PAST LIFE 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

MT DEAR FBIKND, Fcb 18, 1781 

I SEND you TaMe Talk It is a medley of many thiii('s, 
some that may be useful, and some that, for aught I know, 
may be very diverting I am merry that I may decoy 
people into my company, and grave th.at they may be thi. 
better for it Now and then I put on the garb of .a 
philosopher, and take the opportunity that disguise prcj 
cures me, to drop a word in favour of religion In short, 
there is some froth, and here and there a bit of sweet- 
meat, which seems to entitle it justly to the name of .i 
certain dish the ladies call a tuQp I did not ehoost to 
be more facetious, lest I should consult the taste of my 
readers at the expense of my own approbation , nor more 
serious than I have been, lust I should forfeit theirs A. 
poet in my circumstances has a diHicult part to net one* 
minute obliged to bridle his humour, if he has any, and the 
next, to clap a spur to the sides of it now * ready to weep 
from a sense of the importance of his subject, and on a 
sudden constrained to laugh, lest his gravity should be 
mistaken for dulncss If this be not violent exercise for 
the mind, 1 know not what is, and if any man doubt it, 
let him try Whether all this man.agement and contrivance 
be necessary, I do not know, but am inclined to suspect 
that if my Muse was to go forth *clad in Quaker eolour, 
without one bit of nband to enliven her ajiixiarancc, she 
might walk from one end of London to the other, as 
litdc noticed as if she were one of the sisterhood indeed 
As to the word you mertion, I a little suspected that 
you would object to it, though I really thought that a 
book which cannot be supposed to have been written 
under a blessing, and that has certaiifly carried mischief 
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with It into many families, deserved an epithet as harsh aif 
that which I had given it It is a bargain however that I 
have made with my lady Muse, never to defend, or stnckle 
for any thing that you object ta So the line may stand if 
you please thus, 

Abhorr’d Thelyphthora, Ac. 

— you will meet with the obnoxious word again, in the copy 
I send you now, but coupled with a substantive of so filthy 
a ch.iractcr, that I persuade myself you will have no objec- 
tion to tlic uac of It 111 such a connexion I am no friend 
to the use of words taken from what an uncle of mine called 
the dubolical dictionary, but it happens sometimes that a 
coarse expression is almost neressary, to do justice to the 
indignation excited by an abominable sul^ect I am 
obliged to you, however, fur your opinion ; and though poe- 
try IS apt to lieli.iy one into a warmth that one is not sensi- 
ble of in wnting prose, shall always desire to be set down 
by It 

We are glad that so able a writer as Mr Hill has taken 
up the cudgels Hu is old enough lu know how to reason 
with precision, and young enough to do it with lire and 
spirit In conflicting with a disjwtant like Mr Madan, 1 
should sui^iKibe these two qualifications almost equally 
necessary A writer like him, who knows how to get 
the laugh on bis side, would be pretty secure of having 
the world uii his side, too, if his adversary had no skill in 
the use of the same weapon It is such a merry world that 
Truth herself seems to want one of her principal recom- 
mendations, unless she will now and then condescend to- 
the prcvailmg temjxir of her hearers But you say you 
think It will do and therefore I have no doubt of it. 

Mr Scott told Mr Wilson yesterday or the day before, 
that he had acrain asked Mr KaLan w hether or not he in- 
tended to coiUiniie his sjicaking, and tliat Mr Kaban- 
would gue him no (loterminjte answer This I had from 
Mr Wilson him-elf. Tt will be well if tliat biismcss ends 
peaceably. No hiii!; could be more tenderly cogent than 
your letter to h - > olle.iguc, and be, for aught I know, may 
be properly inh -xod by it, but it seems plain that either 
the befotc-iiicntichcd liad not seen it, or diat if be had, h? 
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had not felt it— Geary Ball has lost his wife. She w.as 
buried on Thursday, havii^ left her friends a comfortable 
hope of her welfare. 

You had been named thirty-one years last Monday 
When you mamed I was eighteen years of age, and had just 
left Westminster school. At that time, I valued a man 
according to his proficiency and taste in classical literature, 
and had the meanest opinion of .ill other accomplishments 
unaccompanied liy that I lived to see the v.inity of what I 
had made my pnde, and in a few years found that there were 
other attainments which would c.irry a man more handsomely 
through h'fe, than a mere knowledge of m hat Homer and 
Virgil had left behind them. In measure, as my attachment 
to these gentry wore off, I found a more welLomc reception 
among those whose acquaintance it was more mj interest to 
cultivate Hut all this time was spent in [siiniing a piece of 
wood, that had no life m it \t last I began to think indeed 
I found myself in possession of nianj baubles, but not one 
■ gram of sdiidity in all my treasures Thesi I learned the truth, 
and then I lost it, and there ends my history I would no 
more than you wish to le^ve such a life over again, but for 
one reason. He that is earned to execution, though through 
the roughest road, when he arrises at the destined spot, 
would be gladr notsntbst.anding the many jolts he met svith, 
to repeat his journey 

Yours, my dtar Sir, with our joint love, W C 
CXLV. 

IHFnOlJLTT OF WBITINO TO A LADY WHOM HE 
HAS NEVE& SEEN -THANKS FOB SEEDS AND 
FOB FISH-LEAVES OATHEBED AT THE FALL 
HOLD THEIR HEAT MUCHLONOEB THAN BABE, 
AND ABE PBEFEBABLE IN EVERY BESFEOT. 

TO MUS HILL. 

DKA& HADA3S,, Feb 19, 1781. 

.When a man, especially a man that lives altogether in the 
country, undertakes to write to a lady he never saw, he is 
• the awkwardest creature in the world He Jliegins his letter 
twdei the same sensations he would base, if he were to at 
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cost her in person, only with this diflbrence,— that he may 
take as much time as he pleases, for consideration, and need 
not wnte a single word that he has not well weighed and 
pondered before-hand, much less ajjjpentcnce that he does 
not think super-eraincntly clever In every other respect, 
whether he be engaged in an interview, or in a letter, his 
behaviour is, for the most part, equally constrained and un- 
natural He resolves, as they say, to set the best leg fore- 
most, which often proves to be what Hudibras calls — 

Not tlint of bone. 

But nitiuh ita batter — th' wooduii one 

His extraordinary effort only serves, as in the case of that 
hero, to throw him on tlie other side of his hor^e, and he 
owes his uant of success, if not to absolute stupidity , to his 
most earnest endeavour to secure it 

Now I do assure you. Madam, that all tlicse sprightly 
effusions of mine stand entirely clear of the charge of pre- 
meditation, and that I never entered upon a business of this 
kind i\ith more simplicity in my life I determined, before 
I began, to lay aside all attempts of the kind I have just 
mentioned, and being perfectly free from the fetters that 
self-conceit, coiiiinonly called bashfulness, fastens upon the 
mind, am, as you sec, surprisingly brilliant 

My principal design is to thank you m the pLainest terms, 
which always afford the best proof of a man’s sincerity, for 
your obliging present. The seeds will make a figure here- 
after in the sto\e of a much "renter man than myself, who 
am a little man, with no stove at all Some of them, how- 
ever, I shall raise for my own amusement, and keep them, as 
long as they can be kept, in a bark heat, which I give them 
all the year, and in exchange for those I part with, I shall re- 
ceive such exotics as are not too delicate for a greenhouse. 

I will not omit to tell you w'hat, no doubt, you have 
heard already, though, perpap:^ you have never made the 
experiment, that leaves gathered at the fall are found to 
hold their heat much longer than bark, and me preferable, 
m every respect. Next year I intend to use them myself, 
I mention it because Mr Hill told me, sometime since 
that he was building a stove, in which, I suppose, they will 
succeed much better than in a frame. 
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I beg to thank you again. Madam, for the very fine 
salmon you was so kind as to favour me with, which has 
all the sweetness of a Hertfordshire trout, and resembles 
It so much in flavour,, that, blindfold, I should not have 
known the diflemce. 

I beg. Madam, you will accept all these thanks, and be- 
lieve them as sincere as they really are Mr Hill knows 
me well enough to be able to vouch for me, that I am not 
over-much addicted to compliments and fine speeches ; 
nor do I mean either the one or the other, when 1 assure 
you that I am, dear Madam, not merely for his sake, but 
your own 

, Your most obedient and affectionate servant ■ 

Wm COWPER. 


CXT.VI. 

STORY TELL1NO-MR TEBDOH DirFEREHOES AT 
THE STTITOAT-EVEinNa MEETIHO -MR SOOTT 
AND MR RABAN -PIAK OF HIS 
EXPOSTULATION 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

NT OKAII FRIEND, Fcb Z5, 17St. 

He that tells a long story should take care that it be not 
made a long story by his manner of telling it. His ex- 
pression should tie natural, and his method clear , the 
incidents should be interrupted by very few reflections, and 
parentheses should be entirely discarded I do not know 
that poor Mr Teedon guides himself in the affair of story- 
telling by any one of these rules, or by any rule indeed 
that I ever heard of. He has jast left us, after a long visit, 
the greatest part of which he spent in the narration of a 
certain detail of facts that might have been compressed into 
a much smaller compass, and my attention to which has 
wearied and worn out all my spirits. You know how scru- 
pulously nice he is in the choice of his expression , an 
exactness that soon becomes very inconvenient both to 
speaker and hearer, where there is not a great variety to 
choose out of. But Saturday eveniug is %oiiie, the time 
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I generally devote to my correspondence vith you ; and 
Mrs. Unwin will not allow me to let it pass without writing, 
though, having done it herself, both she and you might weU 
spare me upon the present occasion 

I have not yet read your extract from Mr Scott’s letter 
to Mr. Kaban, though I have had an opportunity to do it. 
1 thought it might be better to wait a little, in hope that 
there might be no need to do it at all If hereafter it 
should be necessary to infrom him of Mr Scott's feelings 
and sentiments upon the subject, I will readily perforin 
the office, and accompany the pedormance of it with such 
advice of my own, and such reasons as may happen to 
occur In the mean time, I am a little apprehensive that 
opposition may provoke opposition in return, and set a 
sharper edge upon inclination, already sufficiently whetted 
to tlie business 

We arc not the proper persons to give counsel or direc- 
tion to Mr Scott , our acquaintance with him is of too 
short a standing to warrant us in the use of such a liberty. 
But It IS our joint opinion that he will not find himself 
easily and comfortably settled at Olncy while he retains the 
curacy at Weston The people of that parish arc rather 
inclined to grumble , and, as we arc informed, express some 
dissatisfaction on finding that they are to have but single 
sen ice on the Sabbath , and the people here are not well 
pleased, though they will have the same number of or- 
dinances as before, that they are not to have them at the 
same time Some, perhaps, may find the alteration a real 
iiK onvenience , and others, who may not find it so, will be 
glad of an occasion to pretend one His resignation of 
Weston would at once annihilate all these complaints, and 
would, besides place the Sunday evening meeting and the 
whole management of it entirely in his own hands, which, 
as It would jirevcnt the possibility of any bickcnngs on the 
account of supernumerary speakers, ve should think were 
a most desirable object We are well aware that the vicinity 
of Weston to Ra’nstone is Mr Scott’s reason ftjr still conti- 
nuing to hold the former , but whether, when weighed in 
the balanc e against the mischiefs he may incur by doing it, 
it will be found i, sufficient one, may be a matter deserving 
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consideration. It can be no very difficult thing for his 
former people to reach him at Olney, though one mile will 
be added to their journey. If they really prefer him to 
their new minister, we think such a difficulty as that may 
be easily surmounted. Whether Mr. Scott’s circumstances 
will afford the sacrifice, we do not know , but Mrs. Unwin 
thinks, and, if you ask me my opinion, I think so too^ that 
if there be no odier objection to the measure, he would do 
well to commit himself to Providence for a supply Mr. 
Browne’s age, and the probability, nearly related, I suppose, 
to a certainty, that Mr Scott will succeed him in the living, 
seems, of itself, to reduce that difficulty almost to nothing 
My paper is so intolerably bad, as you may perceive by the 
running of the ink, that it has quite worn out my patience. 

Notwithstandmg my purpose to shake hands with the 
Muse, and take my leave of her for the present, we have 
already had a tete-a-ttte, since I sent you the last produc- 
tion I am as much, or rather more pleased with my new 
plan, than with any of the foregoing I mean to give a 
short summary of the Jewish story, the miraculous inter- 
positions in behalf of that people, their great privileges, 
their abuse of them, and their consequent destruction , and 
then by way of comparison, such another display of the 
favours vouchsafed to this country, the similar ingratitude 
with which they have requited them, and the punishment 
they have therefore reason to expert, unless reformation 
interpose to prevent it Expostulation is its present title ; 
but I have not yet found in the writing it, that facility and 
readiness without which 1 shall despair to finish it well, or 
indeed to finish it at all 
Believe me, my dear Sir, with love to Mrs. N , 

Your ever affectionate, AVm. COWPER. 

CJO^II. , 

BOND OF BESIONATION-VEBTBIS AND THE FUB- 
LIO-ZNVITATION TO STOCK DEOLINED-nSE. 

TO THE REV. WII.LIAH UNWIN, 
m DEAR FRIEND, Feb. 87, 1781. 

In the first place my {Niper is iiftufferably bad, so that 
though this IS the second sheet on which *I have begun tQ 
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mite, and taken another qnire, I can hardly flatter 
myself tlut 1 shau be able to persevere to the end of it. 

1 thank you for your relation of Mr. Fytch’s dispute with 
the Bishop ; it affords matter for some reflections not alto- 
gether favourable to the episcopal order, as it is easy to see 
that if his lordship had the power, he does not want the 
inclination to use the thunder of the Vatican, and anathe- 
matize a poor gentleman that dares to oppose him, without 
mercy I know not in what part of Scripture he will find 
it revealed, that a patron, by taking a bond of resignation 
from the person he presents, forfeits all hope of mercy in 
this worl^ and that which is to come. Yet he asserts 
It as gravely as if he knew it to be true ; but the laity at 
this time of day are wiser than when they gave their bishops 
credit for omnipotence, that cheat will pass no longer. 

Alas, poor Vestns < what a^pitiable object, bow truly 
French in his humilution, when he bowed his head down 
to the stage and held it there, as if he never meant to raise 
It more ■ As humble in his abatf^nnent as exalted in his 
capers, equally French in both Which is most entitled 
to compassion, the dancer who is obliged, at the expense 
of all that IS c.illed dignity in man, to stoop to the arbitrary 
requisitions of an enraged assembly, or that assembly them- 
selves who think it worth their while to spend hours in 
belowing for satisfaction from the concessions of a dancer ? 
Considering that life does not last for ages, and they know 
It, It IS not unreasonable to say, that both he and they 
might set a higher value upon their time, and devote it to 
a better purpose It is possible, too, you may think that 
the maker of this wise reflection might himself have been 
better employed than in writing what follows upon the 
subject. I subsenbe to the truth of the animadversion, 
and can only say, m my excuse, that the composition is 
short, did not cost me much time, and may perhaps pro- 
voke a longer, which is not always useless.-' If you please 
you may send it to the Poet’s Comer. 

A CARD. 

Pooh VostrSi, grured beyond all messore. 

To -have ineartM A much dUpleasnra ; 

AUhoagb a Frenchman, disconcerted, 

And though light heeled, yet bMvy hearted, 
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Bega hnmbly to laforni hit frieadii 
Next hrat of April, ha intends 
To toke a boiit and row ncht down 
To Cuckolds' point, from Richmond town ; 

And as he goes, alert and gay. 

Leap all the bridges in his way 

The boat borne downward with the tide, 

Shall catch him safe on t'other side , 

He hnmbly hopes by this expedient. 

To prove himself their moat obedient, 

(Which shall be always his endeavour,) 

And jump into their former favour 

I have not forgot, though when I wrote last I did not 
think of answering your kind invitation I can only say 
at present, that Stock shall be my first visit, but that visit 
ing at this time would be attended with insupportable 
awkwardness to me, and with such as the visited them- 
selves would assuredly feel the weight of My witticismsi 
arc only current upon paper now, and that sort of pa[)erj 
currency must serve, like the Congress dollars for want of 
the more valuable com, myself 
We thank you for the intended salmon, and beg you 
would get yourself made Bishop of Chichester as soon as 
possible, that we may have to thank you for every kind of 
eatable fish the British coast produces 

Yours ever, Wm COWl’ER 
1 have hurried to the end as fast as possible, being wca ry 
of a letter that is one continued blot 


CXLVII 

COWFEB OONSENTS THAT HIS HAME SHOULD 
BE FBSnXED TO THE FBOPOSED VOLUME OF 
HIS FOEMS-DEFENOE OF A PASSAGE TO 
WmOH MB. NEWTON HAD OBJEOTED -MA- 
NAGEMENT OF MTBTLES-SHAM-FIGHT AT 
OLNEY. * 

• TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

^ W DEAR FRIEND, March ■>, 17S1. 

Since writing is become one of my pnncipal amuse- 
ments, and 1 have already produced so many versus on 

16 
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subjects that entitle them to a hope that they may possibly 
be useful, 1 should be sony to suppress them entirely, or 
to publish them to no purpose, for want of that cheap 
ingredient, the name of the author. If my name therefore 
will serve them in any degree, as a passport into the public 
notice, they are welcome to it , and Mr Johnson will, if 
he pleases, announce me to the world by the style and 
title of “William Cowper, Esq,, of the Inner Temple.” 
If you are of my mind, I think Table Talk will be the best 
to begin with, as the subjects of it are perhaps more popu- 
lar , and one would wish, at first setting out, to catch {he 
public by the ear, and hold them by it as fast as possible, 
that they may be willing to hear one, on a second and a 
third occasion 

The passage you object to I inserted merely by way of 
catch, and think that it is not nnlikely to answer the pur- 
pose My design was to say as many serious things as I 
could, and yet to be as lively as was compatible with such 
a purpose Do not imagine that I mean to stickle for it 
as a pretty creature of my own that I am loth to part with 
— but I am apprehensive that without the spnghtliness of 
that passage to introduce it, the following paragraph would 
not show to advantage —If the world had been filled with 
men like yourself, I should never have written it ; but think- 
ing myself m a measure obliged to tickle, if I meant to 
please, I therefore aflected a joculanty I did not feel — As 
to the rest, wherever there is war, there is misery and 
outrage ; notwithstanding which it is not only la^ul to 
wish, but even a duty to pray for the success of one’s 
country. As to the neutralities, I really think the 
Russian virago an impertinent puss for meddling with us, 
and engaging half a score kittens of her acquaintance to 
scratch the poor old lion,wvho, if he has been insolent in 
his day, has probably acted no otherwise than they them- 
selves would have acted in his circumstances, and with his 
power to embolden them , 

I am glad that the myrtles reached you safe, but am per- 
suaded from past experience that no management will keep 
them long alive ^n London, especially in the city. Out 
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English Trots* the native of the country, are for the most 
part too delicate to thnve there, much more the nice 
Italian. To give them, however, the best chance they can 
have, the lady must keep them well watered, giving them 
a moderate quantity m summer time every other day, and 
in winter about twice a week , not spring-water, for that 
would kill them. At Michaelmas, as much of the mould 
as can be taken out without disturbing the roots must be 
evacuated, and its place supplied with fresh, the lighter 
the better And once m two years the plants must be 
drawn out of their pots with the entire ball of earth about 
them, and the matted roots pared off with a sharp knife, 
when they must be planted again with an addition of rich 
light earth as before Thus dealt with, they will grow 
luxuriantly in a green-house, where they can have plenty 
of sweet air, which is absolotcly ncccss.iry to their health. 
1 used to purchase them at Covent Garden almost every 
year, when I lived in the Temple , but even in that airy 
situation they were sure to lose their leaf in winter, and 
seldom recovered it again in spring I wish them a better 
fate at Hoxton 

Olney has seen this day what it never saw before, and 
what will serve it to talk of, I suppose, for years to come. 
At eleven o’clock this morning a party of soldiers entered 
the town, driving before it another party, who, after obsti- 
nately defending the bridge for some time, were obliged to 
<iuit It, and run They ran in very good order, freiiucntly 
faced about and fired, but were at last obliged to surrender 
prisoners of war. There has been much drumming and 
shouting, much scampering about in the dirt, but not an 
inch of lace made in the town, at least at the Silver End 
of it 

It is our joint request that you will not again leave us 
unwritten to for a fortnight We are so like yourselves in 
this particular, that we cannot help ascribing so long a 
silence to the worst cause The longer your letters the 

better, but a short one is better than none. 

• 

* What word has been thus mU-pnnted I am nnable to giieie 
•ad the onawal letter is one of those which k* ve not been pra- 
eerved in Mr. Newton'e eoUeotwn,— 8. 
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Mrs Unwin is pretty well, and adds the greetings of her 
love to me Yours, my dear fnend, Wm, COWPER. 

CXLVIII 

PASEAQE TO WHICH UH. HBWTON HAD 
OBJECTED, EXPUNCISD ; AS ALSO THAT BES- 
PEOTINO THELYPHTHOBA-mS MOTIVES FOB 
PUBUSHIHO. 

ro THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

MV DVAR nuEND, March 18, 1781 

A SLIGHT disorder in my larboard eye may possibly pre- 
vent my writing to you a long letter, and would perhaps 
have prevented my writing at all if I had not known that 
you account a fortnight’s silence a week too long 

I am sorry that I gave you the trouble to wnte twice upon 
so trivial a subject as the jiassagc m question I did not un- 
derstand by your first objections to it, that you thought it 
so exceptionable as you do , but being better infonned, I 
immediately resolved to expunge it, and subjoin a few lines 
which you will oblige me by sul^titiiting in its place. I am not 
very fund of weaving a political thread into any of my pieces, 
and that for two ru.isons , first, because I do not think my- 
self qualified, in point of intelligence, to form a deeided 
opinion on any such topics , and secondly, because 1 think 
them, though perhaps as popular as any, the most useless 
of all The following verses arc designed to succeed im- 
mediately after 

fights with jnstice on his side. 

Let laurels, drenub'd m pure Pariwssiaii dews. 
Reward Am memnrv, dear to every Muse, tic. 

1 am obliged to you for your advice with respect to the 
manner of publication, and feci mysdf inclined to be de- 
termind by it. So far as I have proceeded on the subject 
of Expostulatwn, I have wntten with tolerable ease to my- 
self, and in my own opinion (for an opinion I, am oblig^ 
to have about what I writCi whether I will or no,) with 
more emphasis and energy than in either of the others But 
It seems to open upon me with an abundance of matter^ 
that forebodes a'conuderablc length, and the tune of year 
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is come when, what with walking and gardening, I can 
find but little leisure for the pen I mean, honever, a*; 
soon as 1 have engrafted a new scion into the Progress of 
Error, instead of Thclyphthora, and when I have tran- 
scribed Truth, and sent it to you, to apply myself to the 
composition last undertaken, with as much industry so I can 
If therefore the three first are put into the press while 1 
am spinning and weaving the last, the whole may perhaps 
be ready for publication before the proper season will be 
past I mean at present that a few select smaller pieces, 
aliout seven or eight perhaps, the best I can find in a book- 
ful tliat I have by me, shall accompany them All together, 
they will furnish, I should imagine, a \ulume of tolerable 
bulk, that need not be iiulcbted to an unreasonable breadth 
of margin for the importance of its figure 

If a Uoard of Enquiry were to be established, at which 
poets were to undergo an examination respecting the 
motives that induced them to publish, and I were to be 
summoned to attend, that 1 might give an account of mine, 
I think I could truly say, what perhaps few poets could, 
that though I have no objection to lucrative conscciucnces, 
if an\ such should follow, they are not my aim ; much less 
IS It iny ambition to cxhilnt myself to the world as a genius. 
What then, says Mr President, can possibly be your motive ? 
I answer, with a bow — Amusement. There is nothing but 
this — no occupation within the compass of my small sphere. 
Poetry excepted — that can do much towards diverting that 
tram of melancholy thoughts which, when I am not thus 
employed, are for ever pounng themselves in upon me 
And if I did not publish what I write, I could not interest 
myself sufficiently in ray own success, to make an amuse- 
ment of It. 

In my account of the battle fought at Olncy, I laid 
snare for your cunosity, and succeeded I supposed it 
would have an enigmatical appearance, and so it had , but 
like most otl^r riddles, when it comes to be solved, you will 
find that it was not worth rne trouble of conjecture — 
*1 here are soldiers quartered at Newport and at Olncy. 
These met, by order of their respective officers, in Ember- 
ton Mar^, peiformed all the uumceuvres of a deedy battl% 
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and the result was that this town was taken. Since I wroter 
they have again encountered with the same intention , and 
Mr Raban kept a room for me and Mrs. Unwin, that we 
might sit and view thdm at our ease We did so, but it 
did not answer our expectation , for before the contest 
could be decided, the powder on both sides being expended, 
the combatants were obliged to leave it an undecided 
contest. If It were possible that when two great armies 
spend the night in exfiectation of a battle, a third could 
silently steal away their ammuniton and arms oT every 
kind, what a comedy would it make of that which always 
has such a tragical conclusion 

Yours, my dear fnend, Wm. COWPER. 


CXLIX 

ms TIKE FQLLT EKFLOYED-BOUaH MAITNEBS. 

TO THb REV WILLIAM UNWIN. 

MY DBA* FRIKND, April 2, 1781. 

Five weather, and a variety of txtraforaneous occupations 
(search Johnson’s du tionnry for that word, and if not found 
there, insert it — for it saves a deal of circumlocution, and 
IS very lawfully compounded) make it dilhciilt, (cxecuse the 
length of a parenthesis, which I did not foresee the length 
of when I began it, and which may perhaps a little perplex 
the sense of what 1 am wnting, though, as I seldom deal in 
that fiigure of speech, 1 have the less need to make an apo- 
logy for doing it at p^ent,) make it difficult (I say) for me 
to iiiid opportunities for writing My morning is engrossed 
by the garden; and in the afternoon, till I have drunk tea, 
I am fit for nothing At five o’clock we walk , and when 
the walk is over, lassitude recommends rest, and again I be- 
come fit for nothing The current hour therefore which (I 
need not tell you) is coinpnsed in the interval between four 
and five, is devoted to your service, as the only one in the 
twenty-four which is not otherwise engaged . 

I do not wonder that you have left a great deal upon thp 
o( casion you mention in your last, especially on account of 
the asperity you have met with in the behaviour of your 
fnend. Rie^t however that as it is natural to you to 
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have very fine feelings, it i» equally natural to some other 
tempers, to leave those feelings entirely out of the question, 
and to ^ak to you, and to act towards you, just as they 
do towards the rest of mankind, without the least attention 
to the irritability of your system. Men of a rough and un- 
spanng address should take great care that they be always in 
the right, the justness and propriety ot their sentiments and 
censures being the only tolerable apology that can be made 
for such a conduct, especially m a country where civility of 
behaviour is inculcated even from the cradle. But in the 
ins|ance now under our contemplation I think you a sufibr- 
er under the weight of an animadversion not founded in 
truth, and which, consequently, you did not deserve 1 
account him faithful in the pulpit, who dissembles nothing 
that he believes, for fear of giving offence To accoinniodatc 
a discourse to the judgment and ojnnton of others, for the 
sake of pleasing tliem, though by doing so we arc obliged to 
depart widely f^rom our own, is to be unfaithful to ourselves 
at least, and cannot be accounted fidelity to him whom we 
profess to serve But there arc few men who do not stand m 
need of the exercise of chanty and forbearance , and the gen- 
tleman in question has afforded you an ample opportunity 
in this respect, to show how readily, though differing in your 
views, you can practice all that he could possibly expect 
from you, if your persuation corresponded exactly with his 
own 

With respect to Monsieur k Curt, 1 think you not quite 
excusable for suffering such a man to give you any uncasi 
ness at all The grossness and injustice of his demand 
ought to be Its own antidote. If a robber should miscall 
you a pitiful fellow for not carrying a purse full of gold 
about you, would his brutality give you any concern? 1 
suppose not Why then have you been distressed in the 
present instance? 


Yours, 


W C. 
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CL. 

ASKma FOR A PREFACE-SQUINT AT 
THELYFHTHORA-A RIDDLR 

TO THE REV JOHN NEWTOII. 

MY DEAB FBISND, April 8, 1781 

Since I commenced author, my letters are even less worth 
your acceptance than they were before I shall soon, how- 
ever, lay down the character, and cease to trouble you with 
directions to a printer, at least till the summer is over If 
1 live to see the return of winter, I may perhaps assume it 
ai^ain but my appetite for fame is not keen enough to com- 
bat with my love of line weather, my love of indolence, and 
my love of gardening employments 
I send you by Mr Old my Works complete, bound in 
brown paper, and numbered according to the scries in 
which I would have them published. With respect to the 
poem called Truth, it is so true that it can hardly fail of 
giving oflcnce to an unenlightened reader I think, there- 
fore, tlwl in order to obviate in some measure those pre- 
judices that will naturally erect their bristles against it, 
an explan.atory preface, such as you ( and nobody so well 
as you ) can furnish me with, will have every grace of pro- 
priety to recommend it. Or, if you are not averse to the 
task, and jour avocations will allow you to undert.ake it, 
and if you think it w'ould still be more proper, I should be 
glad to be indebted to you for the preface to the whole. 
I w isli you, however, to consult your own judgment upon 
the occasion, and to engage in either of tucse works, or 
neither, just ns your discretion guides you 
The observations contained in the Progress of Error, 
though as j’ou say, of general application, have yet such an 
unlucky squint at the author of 'rhelyphthora, that they 
will be almost as sure to strike him m the sore place, as he 
will be to read the poem, if published w'lth my name , and 
I would by no means wish to involve you in the resent- 
ment that 1 shall probably incur by those 'lines , which 
might he the consequence of our w'alking arm in arm intcf 
the public notice For my own part I have my answer 
ready, if I should be called upon , but as you have cones- 
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ponded with him upon the subject, and have closed that 
correspondence in as amicable a way as the subject of it 
would permit, you may perhaps think it would appear like 
a departure from the fnendly moderation of your conduct, 
to give an open countenance and encouragement toariork 
in which he seems to be so freely treat^ Rut after all 
there is no necessity for your name, though I should 
choose by all means to be honoured with it, if there be no 
unanswerable objection.— You will find the substituted 
passage in the Progress of Error, just where the ground was 
occupied by the reflections upon Mr Madan’s performance. 

Mr Hill’s answer seems to have no fault but what it 
owes to a virtue His great chanty and candour have in 
my mind excluded from it that animation and energy, 
which even a good man might lawfully show when an- 
swering a book which could hardly fail to excite a little 
indignation. Mildness and meekness are not more plainly 
recommended in Scripture in some instances, than sharp- 
, ness of reproof and severity in others 

I am very well satisfl^ with the commendation the 
reviewers have bestowed upon bir Airy. It is as much as 
I hoped for , and I question much whether they will speak 
so favourably of my next publication 
I have written a great deal to-day, which must be my ex- 
cuse for an abrupt conclusion. Our love attends you both. 
We are in pretty good health ; Mrs. Unwin inde^ better 
than usual . and as to me, I ail nothing but the incurable 
ailment. 

Yours, my dear fnend, W. C. 

Thanks for the cocoa-nut. 

I send a cucumber, not of ray own raising, and yet raised 
by me. 

Solva this enigma, dark enough 
To pueele any braine 
That are not downright pnezle-proof. 

And eat it for your paini. 
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cu. 

mEPAOE-FDTXmE STATS OS THS HEATBSir- 
80LOTI0N OF THE BIDDLE -THELTPTHOBA. 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

Mr DEAR raiERD, Monday, April 28, 1781. 

Having not the least doubt of your ability to execute just 
such a preface as I should wish to see prefixed to my pub- 
lication, and being convinced that you have no good founda- 
tion for those which you yourself entertain upon the sub- 
ject, I neither withdraw my requisition, nor abate one jot 
of the earnestness with which 1 made it. I admit the de- 
licacy of the occasion, but am far from apprehending that 
you will therefore find it difficult to succeed. You can 
draw a hair-strokc where another man would make a blot 
as broad as a six pence 

With respect to the Heathen and what I have said about 
them, the subject is of that kind which every man must 
settle for himself, and on which we can proceed no further 
than hypothesis and ojnnion will carry us. I was willing 
however to obviate an objection 1 foresaw, and to do it in 
a way nut derogatory from the truth of the Gospel, yet at 
the same time as conciliatory as possible to the prejudices 
of the ol)je< tor. After all, indeed, I see no medium , 
either we must suppose them lost, or if saved, saved by 
virtue of the only jiropitiattun They seem to me, on the 
principles of equity, to stand in much the same predica- 
ment, and to be entitled, (at least according to human 
apprehensions of justice,) to much the same allowance as 
Infants both partakers of a sinful nature, and both un- 
avoidably Ignorant of the remedy. Infants I suppose uni- 
versally saved, because impeccable , and the virtuous 
Heathen, having had no opportunity to sin against Reve- 
lation, and having made a conscientious use of the light of 
Nature, I should suppose saved too. But I drop a subject 
on which I could say a good deal tnore, for , two reasons ; 
first, because 1 am wnting a letter, and not an essay , and 
secondly, because after all I might wnte about it, I could 
come to no certain conclusion 

1 once had thoughts of annexing a few smaller pieces 
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to those I have sent you ; but having only very few that I 
accounted worthy to bear them company, and those for 
the most part on subjects less calculated for utility than 
amusement, I chanp^ed my mind. If hereafter 1 should 
accumulate a sufficient number of these mtmtha to make a 
miscellaneous volume, which is not impossible I may per< 
haps collect and print them. 

I am much obliged to you for the interest you take in 
the appearance of my Poems, and much pleased by the 
alacnty with which you do it Your favourable opinion of 
diem affords me a comfortable presage with respect to that 
of the public , for though I make allowances for your par- 
tiality to me and mine, because mine, yet I am sure you 
would not suffer me unadmonished to add myself to the 
multitude of insipid rhymers, with whose productions the 
world IS already too much pestered 

It IS worth while to send you a riddle, you make such a 
variety of guesses, and turn and tumble it about with such 
,an industrious cunosity The solution of that in question is 
—let me see , it requires some consideration to explain it, 
even though I made it I raised the seed that produced 
the plant that produced the fruit, that produced the seed 
that produced the fruit I sent you. This latter seed I gave 
to the gardener of Terningham, who brought me the cucum- 
ber you mention Thus you see I raised it — that is to say, 
I raised it virtually by having raised its progenitor , and yet 
I did not raise it, because ^e identical seed from which it 
grew was raised at a distance. You observe I did not speak 
rashly, when I spoke of it a.s dark enough to pose an (Edi- 
pus , and have no need to call your own sagacity in question 
for falling short of the discovery 

A report has]|prevailed at Olney that you are coming in a 
fortnight ; but taking it for granted that you know best 
when you shall come, and that you will make us happy in 
the same knowledge as soon as you are possesed of it your- 
self, I did not venture to build any sanguine expectaions 
upon it. ■ 

Mr Madan seems to be in the condition of that gentle- 
man of most candid memory, who though he might be con- 
futed was resolved never to be convmced# 1 have at last 
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read the second volume of his work, and had some hope 
that I should prevail with myself to read the first likewise 
But endless repetitions, unwarranted conclusion5,and weari- 
some declamations, conquered my perseverance, and 
obliged me to leave the task unfinished. He boasts in his 
Introduction that he has attended to a happy mixture of 
the utile duki The former I find not, and the latter so 
sparingly afforded as to be scarce perceptible. You told us, 
some time since, that his reasons for writing on such a sub- 
ject were certainly known to a few. If you judge it not 
imprudciit to communicate them by the post, we should be 
glad to know them too You know that we are hermetic- 
ally sealed, and that no secret is the less a secret for our 
participation of it I began his book at the latter end, be- 
cause the first part of it was engaged when I received the 
second , but I had not so good an appetite as a soldier of 
the Guards, who, I was informed when I lived in London, 
would for a small matter eat up a cat alive, beginning at her 
tail and finishing with her whiskers 
Mrs Unwin sends her love She is tolerably well, and 
will rejoice to hear that her application in behalf of your 
nephew has succeeded. Not having lately heard from 
Stock, she is ignorant of what has passed. 

My love to Mrs Newton 

Yours, rew/er, Wm COWPER, 

CLII. 

CONTENTS OF HIS YOLXTME-PBEFAOH 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

MV DKAB SIR, April 25, 1781. 

While I thought of publishing only the four pieces already 
sent, I did not give myself the trouble to peruse with any 
attention what smaller poems I have by me. But on finding 
It necessary to make an addition, 1 have again looked them 
over, and am glad to find after an enquiry as cntical as an 
author can be supposed to make into the merits of his own 
productions, that I am in possession of eight hundred lines 
that may safely, I hope, venture to show themselves in pub- 
lic. To these Would add those copies I translated from 
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Vincent Bourne, but h.^ving no transcript of them myself, 1 
must beg you to take the trouble cither to send them hither 
or to get them written out for me. The whole together will 
amount nearly to a thousand lines, and as I suppose Mr 
Johnson will not allot more than one page to one piece, 
they will fill more paper than the same number of lines 
Written in continuation, and upon the same subject There 
arc times when 1 cannot write, and the present is such a 
ttm<^ and were it not, I should yet prefer this method of 
swelling the volume, to that of filling the vacuity with one 
long winded poem like the preceding 

A variety of measures on a variety of subjects will relieve 
both the mind and the ear, and may jiossibly prevent that 
weanness of which there might otherwise be no small 
danger. 

I hope that what I said in my Last has determined you to 
undertake the preface , in that case the gentleman you men- 
tioned, (Mr Foster,) must upon your walking out of the 
lines, march in to supply your place I have no outline to 
send you, neither sh.ill I have time for any thing but to 
transcribe, which I will do as fast as I can to be legible, and 
remit my labours to you by the first opportunity , title-page 
and motto at the same time 

We are sorry that you have not heard from Stock, but hoiie 
and have no doubt notwithstanding this silence, that the affair 
will be settled to your wish I write in much haste, and have 
only to add my thanks for your negotiations, and our joint 
lose to you both, with remembrance to all friends .at 
Hoxton Yours, ray dear Sir, \Vm COWl'KR 

I am at this time a member of the Inner Temple 

CI.IiI 

A WOMAN’S MOST-INIIMATION THAT HE 
HAS A VOLUME m THE PRESS.! 

TO THE REV WILLIAM UNWIN 

May 1, 17S1, 

w Your mother says I viust write, and must admits of no 
ponology , I might otherwise plead, that I have nothing to 
the « that I am wearj, that 1 am dull, that fl would lie moie 

17 
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convenient therefore for you, as well as for myself, that I 
ihould let It alone, but all these pleas, and whatever 
picas besides either disinclination, indolence, or necessity 
might suggest, arc over-ruled, as they ought to be, the 
moment a lady adduces her irrefragable argument, must 
Vou have still however one comfort left, that what 1 must 
write, you may, or may not read, just as it shall please you ; 
unless l^dy Anne at your elliow should say, you must read 
it, and then like a true knight you will obey without Ipok" 
ing out for a remedy * 

Ldo not love to harp upon strings that to say the least, 

, arc not so musical as one would wish Hut you I know 
have many a time sacrificed your own feelings to those of 
others, and where an act of chanty leads you, are not 
easily put out of your way. This consideration encourages 
me just to insinuate th<at your silence on the subject of a 
< ertain nomination is distressful to more than you would 
wish, in particular to the little boy whose clothes are out-* 
grown and worn out ; and to his mother, who is unwilling 
to furnish him with a new suit, having reason to suppose 
that the long blue petticoat would soon supersede it, if i 
she should ' “ 

In tlic press, and speedily will be published, in one 
volume octavo, price three shillings, Poems, by William 
('owper, of the Inner Temple, Esq You may suppose, by 
the size of the publication, that the greatest part of them 
h-ivc been long kept secret, because you yourself have 
never seen them but the truth is, that they are most of 
them, except what you have in your possession, the pro- 
duce of the last winter. Two-thirds of the compilation, 
will lie occupied by four pieces, the first of which sprung 
up in the month of December, and the last of them 
in the month of March They contain, 1 suppose, in all, 
about two thousand and five hundred lines . are known, or 
to he known in ddw time, by the names of Table Talk— 
The prog,rtss of Error — Truth— Ec^stulation. Mr New- 
ton writes a Preface, and Johnson is the publisher The 
principal, I may say the only reason why I never mentioned 
to you, till now, an affair which I am just going to makti- 
known to all thS world (if that Mr. All-the-world shouka 
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think It worth his knowing,) has been this , that till within 
these few days, I had not the honour to know it myself 
This may seem strange, hut it is true , for not knowing where 
to find underwriters who would choose to insure them , and 
not finding it convenient to a purse like mine, to run any 
hazard, even upon the credit of my own ingenuity, I was 
\ery much in doubt for some weeks, whether any bookseller 
would be willing to subject himself to an ambiguity, that 
might prove very expensive in case of a bad market But 
Johnson has heroically set all peradventurcs at defiance, 
and takes the whole charge upon himself So out 1 come 
1 shall be glad of my Translations from Vincent Bourne, in 
your next frank My Muse will lay herself at your feet 
immediately on her first public appearance 

Yours, my dear friend, W C 

CLIV 

THE SAME AHNOUHOEMENT. 

TO JOSEPH IIll.t^ ESQ. 

MY DEAR SIR. May 9. 1781 

I AM in the press, and it is in vain to deny it But how 
mysterious is the conveyance of intelligence from one end 
to the other of your great city ' — Not many days since, 
except one man, and he but a little taller than yourself, all 
London was ignorant of it, for I do not suppose that the 
public pnnts have yet announced this most agreeable tid- 
ings, the title-page, which is the basis of the advertisement, 
having so lately reached the publisher ; and now it is known 
to you, who live at lea.st two miles distant from my con- 
fidant upon the occasion. 

My labours are pnncipally the production of the last 
winter, all indeed, except a few of the minor pieces When 
I can find no other occupation, I think, and when I think, I 
am very apt to do it in rhyme Hence it comes to pass that 
the season of the year which generally pinches off the flowersof 
poetry, unfolds mine, such as they are, and crowns me with a 
winter garland In this respect therefore, I and my contem- 
porary bards are by no means upon a par T,)iey write when 
the delightful influences of fine weather, fine prospects and a 
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bnsk motion of the animal spirits, make poetry almost the 
language of nature , and I, when icicles depend from all the 
leaves of the Parn.issian laurel, and when a reasonable man > 
would as little'expcct to succc^ in verse, as to hear a black , 
bird whistle This must be my apology to you for whatever 
want of fire and animation you may observe in what you will 
shortly have the perusal of As to the public, if they like 
me not, there is no remedy A friend will weigh and con- 
sider all disadvantages, and make as large allowances as an 
author can wish, and larger perhaps than he has any right 
to expect , liut not so the world at large , whatever they do 
not like, they will not by any a]>ology be persuaded to for- 
give, and it would be in vain to tell them, that I wrote iny 
verses m Januiry, for they would immediately reply, “Why 
did not you write them m May ?” A question that might 
pu/rle a wiser bead than we poets arc generally blessed 
with, W C. 


CLV 

REASONS FOR NOT SHOWINO HIS FEXFAOB 
TO UR T7NW1N. 

TO THE REV W UNWIN 

«Y DF-\B nuEvn, Msjr 10, 1781 

Ii IS Friday , I have just drank tea, and just perused 
your letter and though this answer can not ‘set off till 
Sunday, I obey the warm impulse I feel, which will not 
permit me to postpone the business till the regular time 
of writing 

I expected you would be gneved , if you had not been 
so, those sensibilities which attend yon upon every other 
occasion, must have left you upon this 1 am sorry 
that I have given you pain, but not sorry that you 
have felt it A concern of that sort would be absurd, 
because it would It^e to regret your friendship for me and 
to be dissatisfied with the effect of it Alloiy yourself how- 
ever three minutes only for reflection, and your penetra- 
tion must necessarily dive into the motives of my condudt. 
In the first place, and by way of preface, remember that I 
do not (whatever your partiality may incline you to do) 
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account it of much consequence to any fnend of mine, 
whether he is, or is not employed by me upon such an 
occasion But all affected renunciations of poetical merit 
apart, (and all unaffected expressions of the sense 1 have 
of my own littleness in the poetical character too) the 
obvious and only reason why I resorted to Mr. Newton, 
and not to my fnend Unwin, was this — that the former 
lived in London, the latter at Stock , the former was upon 
the spot to correct the press, to give instructions respecting 
any sudden altcratioiis, and to settle with the publisher 
every thing that might possibly occur in the course of such 
a business the latter could nof be applied to, for these 
purposes, without what would be a manifest encroachment 
on his kindness , because it miglit happen, that the trouble- 
some office might cost him now and then a journey, which 
It was absolutely impossible for me to endure the thought of. 

When I wrote to you for the copies you have sent me, 
I told you I was making a collection, but not with a desu^n 
to publish There is nothing truer, than that at that time 
1 had not the smallest expectation of sending a volume oi 
Poems to the press. I had several small pieces that might 
amuse, but I would not, when I publish, make the amuse- 
ment of the reader my only objw't When the winter 
deprived me of other employments, I began to compost, 
and seeing six or seven months before me, which would 
naturally afford me much leisure for such a purpose, 1 
undertook a piece of some length , that finished, .’mother , 
and so on, till I had amassed the number of lines I men- 
tioned in my last 

Believe of me what you please, but not that I am in- 
different to you, or your friendship for me, on any oc- 
casion Yours, W C 

CLVI 

MARTIN MADAN-EFIOBAM-POLITIOAL CfUESSES. 

• TO THE KEV JOHN NEWTON. 

• MY D£AB FBIEVO, May 13, 1781 

We thank you for the anecdote sent us in compliance 
with our desire. Added at the end of a certain treatise, it 
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would operate as a powerful antidote to the erroneous opi- 
nion it inculcates, and sufficiently explain the mystery of a 
sensible man addicting himself to a silly enterprise, and vain- 
ly endeavouring to accomphsh it by reasonings that would 
disgrace a boy 

You are not sorry I suppose that your correspondence 
with him IS at an end , you might perhaps have easily secured 
the continuance of it had you been less explicit, but it mus( 
have been at the expense of that point of honour which a 
spmtual wjrnor of your tank and character, will Upon no 
considcrntion abandon A gentler reprehension, an air of 
pleasantry, or any disguise of your real sentiments whatever, 
would still have left room for what he would have called a 
friendly intercourse But your friendship for him has now 
produced the strongest proof of its sincerity ; and though he 
is not able to bear it, the time may come (it will be unhappy 
for him indeed if it never should,) when he will know how 
to value It and to thank you for it 

The rudeness of liis answer, —I was going to give it a har- 
sher character, —exceeds all that I could have thought it 
possible he could be provoked to treat you with, merely be- 
cause you cannot sec with his eyes, and have had the bold- 
ness to tell him so 

M ((uarrelB with N , for M wrote a book. 

And N did not like it, which M could not brook, 

Sn he call'd him a bigot, a wrangler, a monk, 

With na many hard uamoe ae would line a good trunk. 

And eet up hu beck, and clou 'il like a cat, 

Bui N liked it never the better for that 
Now N had a wife, and he wanted but one, 

Which stuck in M 'e etoinath as cross ns a bone. 

It has always been reckon’d a just canee of strife 
For a man to make free with another man’s wife ; 

But the strife la the strangest that ever woa known, 

If a man must be scalded for loving his own. 

Mrs Unwin rejoices that the nomination affair is at last 
accomplished, she accounts your th.'inks for it more than a 
sufficient recompense, and is sorry it is not ifi her power to 
gne you and Mrs Newton more important proofs of her re- 
gard —I asked her what I should say, and she bade me say 
all this. , 
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I am ready to wish that you may not yet have sent the 
Translations of Bourne to Johnson, because I find it neces- 
sary to put forth a new edition of the two last stanzas of the 
Cricket One of them was disgraced by a false rhyme, and 
the other was too long by two lines By the way Mr 
Unwin has sent me three of them, but the Glowworm and 
the Cantab he has not sent 

This last victory over the Americans will go near to venfy 
my poetical prediction, and Sir Joshua will have nothing to 
do but to record the completion of a prophecy winch is the 
more respectable, because when first delivered, it seemed 
so very improbable. Rebellion it should seem must soon 
be extinguished, crippled by defeat and destitute of resour- 
ces, and extinction of the war will soon follow it. I have taken 
prudent care however to save m) credit at all events, and 
having foretold both fair weather and foul, the former in 
the piece just alluded to, and the latter in Expostulation, 
fall back, fall edge, as they say, like the Newton-shepherds, 
my soothsaying is sure to be accomplished 

There is, I am afraid, a perverseness and persevering spirit 
of opposition to Mr Scott, th.it will grieve you, though you 
will not suffer it to disturb your temper. Mr. Scott acts 
wisely, and takes no notice of it either in conversation with 
the people or in the pulpit 

The ducks could not be pulled, because it was neces- 
sary they should he killed on a Sunday 

Yours, my dear fnend, and Mrs Newton's 

Wm COWl'ER 


CLVII 

INTENTION OF OOBBEOTINa THE PBOOFS HIMSELF 
-MABTIN MADAN-EZPEOTED VISIT OF THE 
NEWTONS. 

TO THE REV JOHN NEWTON 
MV DKAB nuEND, Nay 21, 1781 

’ I .\M not so impatient to see myself in print, as to be 
at all disconcerted by the delay I was sufficiently aware, 
that with Johnson’s utmost despatch he would be too late, 
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and that the summer, which is just at the door, would 
tread too close upon the heels of the publication. I had 
much rather therefore proceed leisurely as he advises, (if 
he will indeed go on to pnnt at his leisure^) and so avail 
myself of the complete opportunity that winter will bring 
with It, than open my stall just when the Fair is over. 

The case standing thus, and this leisurely proceeding 
being so favourable to my purpose, I have conceived a 
design to save you the trouble of revising the proofs, and 
that for two reasons, first, because your time is precious, 
and mine is not so ; and secondly, because having written 
nothing of late that I do not retain memorttir, it is im- 
possible for the alteration of a word, or the least inaccu- 
racy to escape me. 

1 mean therefore to furnish myself with London and 
country franks, and to desire Johnson to transmit the 
proofs to me 

I would have a strange appearance, and is hardly a 
suppo'>able case, but for amusement sake we will endeavour 
to suppose It for a moment A man (he must be a con- 
firmed stoic) stands encompassed by a dozen others,— one 
tweaks his nose, one pinches his sides, one slaps his right 
cheek, and one his left ; one treads upon his toes, one 
spits in his face, one thrusts pins into the calves of his legs 
and one kirks him on the breech , one raps the knuckles 
of one hand, one of the other one sets a fool’s cap upon 
his head, and another, a man of some wit and with a 
reasonable share of humour, sneers, laughs, and makes 
faces at him, while his associates are thus employed in tor- 
menting him The patient, (for patient he must needs be 
if he keeps his senses,) aflects to be all the while perfectly 
at his ease, denies that any body touches him, calls them 
his dear friends, observes that it is a very fine day, and 
takes snuff 

Extravagant as this picture may seem, it bears I think 
some re!>emblance to Mr Madan He is or would seem 
to be insensible of the many smart strokes he deceives from 
his antagonists , they arc a parcel of insignificant wretches, ' 
—some of them indeed his very good friends, whose oppo- 
sition to his bock IS rather an argument of their own bigo- 
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try or folly than any inconvenience to him and as to the 
rest, whether they nrite, or the wind whistles, is a matter 
of the most absolute indifference. And yet, as in the case 
above delineated, the unhappy gentleman must undoubted- 
ly suffer a great deal, so must the author of Thclyphtliura, 
if the two clubs of learning and logic, and the stinging 
nettles of wit and humour can possibly make him feel, lly 
the way we shall be glad if you can bring Mr Barton’s 
book with you 

Mrs Unn in sends her love We both wait for the day 
appointed with a pleasing sort of iiiipatieiice, and comfort 
ourselves w ith the thought that though we cannot hasten 
Its approach one moment, it will conic, and must come, 
and that the interval, let what will happen, and how long 
soever it may seem, can be but a fortnight We mean if 
you are able to keep your assignation 
She wall be olilii-cd to Mrs Newton if she will he so good 
as to bring witli h r six tooth brushes, a (jiiarter of a pound 
of oystershcll iiowikr, and two pounds of the same bohea 
as before W e shall hoiie to see you at dinner on Satur- 
day, and as much sooner as you please , we always dine 
at two 

Yours, my dear Sir, and Mrs Newton’s, 

Con ogin rispetto afft tuoso, Wvi COWPER 


CLVIII 

DELAYS m FRINTINa-MISCmEF OF A CARE- 
LESS OB OONOEITED OOBBEOTOB OF THE 
PRESS-BEQUEST FOB FBANKS-VINOEMT 
BOURNE -SOANDALOUS OLEBOYMEN. 

TO THE REV. WiLUAM UNWIN 
Mr DEAS rwKND, May 23, 1781 

Ira writei'’s friends have need of patience, how much 
more the writer' You desire to see my muse in public 
and mine to* gratify vou, must both suffer the mortification 
■ of delay I expected that my trumpeter would have informed 
the world by this time of all that is needful for them to know 
upon such occasion , and that an advertising blast, blown 
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through every newspaper, would have said — “The poet is 
coming I” — But man, especially man that ivntes verse, is 
bom to disappointments, as surely as printers and booksel- 
lers are born to be the most dilatory and tedious of all crea- 
tures. The plain English of this magnificent preamble is, 
that the season of publication is just elapsed, that the 
town IS going into the country every day, and that my book 
cannot appear till they return, that is to J^y, not till next 
winter. 

This misfortune however comes not without its attendant 
advantage, I shall now have, what I should not otherwise 
have had, an opportunity to correct the press myself , no 
small advantage upon any occasion, but especially import- 
ant, where poetry is concerned' A single erratum may knock 
out the brains of a whole jiassagc, and that perhaps, which 
of all others the unfortunate poet is the most proud of. Add 
to this, that now and then there is to be found in a pnnting- 
housc a presumptuous iiitermeddler, who will fancy himself 
a poet too, and what is still worse, a better than he that 
employs him The consciiucncc is, that with cobbling, and 
tinkering, and patching on here and there a shred of his 
own, he in.ikcs such a difference between the original and 
the copy, that an author cannot know his own work again. 
Now as I choose to be responsible for no body’s dulness 
,Jbut my own, I am a little comforted, when I reflect that 
It will be in my power to prevent all such impertinence , and 
yet not without your assistance It will be quite necessary, 
that the correspondence between me and Johnson should 
be carried on without the expense of postage, because proof 
sheets would make double or treble letters, which expense, 
as in every instance it must occur twice, first when the packet 
IS sent, and again when it is returned, would be rather in- 
convenient to me, who, as you perccive,am forced to live by 
my Wits, and to him, who hopes to get a little matter no 
doubt by the same means Half a dozen franks therefore 
to me, and iotidem to him, will be singularly acceptable, if 
you can, without feeling it in any respect a trouble, procure 
them for me 

My neckcloths being all worn out, I intend to wear stocks, 
but not unless they are more fashionable than the former. 
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In that case, I shall be obliged to you if you will buy me 
a handsome stoclc-buckl^ for a very little money , for 
twenty or twenty-five shillings perhaps a second-hand afiaic 
may be purchased that will make a figure at Olney. 

I am much obliged to you for your offer to support me 
in a translation of Bourne It is but seldom, however, and 
never except for my amusement, that I translate, because I 
find it disagreeable to work by another man’s pattern , I 
should at least be sure to find it so in a business of any 
length Again that is epigrammatic and witty m Latin, which 
would he perfectly insipid in English , and a translator of 
Bourne would frequently find himself obliged to supply what 
IS called the turn, which is in fact the most diflicult,and the 
most expensive part of the whole composition, and could 
not [lerhaps, in many instances, be done with any tolerable 
success. If a Latin poem is neat, elegant, and musical, it 
IS enough ; but English readers arc not so easily satisfied. 
To quote myself, you will find, in conqiaring the Jackdaw 
mth the original, that 1 was obliged to shari>un a point 
which, though smart enough m the laitin, would, in Eng- 
'ish, have appeared, as plain, and as blunt, as the tag of a 
lace I love the memory of Vinny Bourne I think him 
1 better Latin poet than Tibullus, Propertius, Ausonius, 
ir any of the writers in his way, except Ovid, and not at all 
nfcrior to him, I love him too iMlh a love of partiality,, 
iccausc he was usher of the fifth form .it Westminster, when 
1 passed through it. He was so good-natured, and so in- 
lolent, that 1 lost more than 1 got by him , for he made me 
IS idle as himself He was such a sloven, as if he had 
rusted to his genius as a cloak for everything that could 
lisgust you in his person , and indeed in his writings he has 
ilniost made amends for all His humour is entirely origin- 
il , he can speak of a magpie or a cat in terms so exquisite- 
> .appropruated to the character he draws, that one would 
uppose him animated by the spint of the creature he des- 
nbes And w^ all this drollery there is a mixture of ra-l 
lonal. and even religions reflection at times and always an 
ir'of pleasantry, good-nature, and humanity, that makes him, 
1 my mind, one of the most amiable writers in the world It 
not common to meet with an author who eSn make you 
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sAiile, and yet at no body’s expense; who is always enter- 
taining, and yet always harmless , and who, though always 
elegant, and classical to a degree not always found even in 
the classics themselves, charms more by the simplicity and 
playfulness of his ideas, than by the neatness and purity of 
his verse , yet such was poor Vinny I jemember seeing 
the Duke of Richmond set fire to his greasy locks, and box 
his ears to put it out again 

I am delighted with your project, but not with the view [ 
have of Its success If the world would from its opinion of 
the clerical character at large, from yours in particular, I 
have no doubt but the cicnt would be as prosperous as you 
could wish But I suppose there is not a member of either 
house who docs not sec within the circle of his own ac- 
quaintance, a minister, perhaps many ministers, whose in- 
tegrity would contribute but little to the elfect of such a 
hill Here are seven or eight in the neighbourhood of 
Olney, who have shaken Imnds with sobriety, and who 
would rather suppress the church, were it not for the emo- 
luments annexed, than discourage the sale of strong beer 
in a single instance Were 1 myself in Parliament, I am 
not sure that I could favour your scheme , are there not 
to be found within five miles of almost every neighbour- 
hood, parsons who would purchase well accustomed public- 
houses, because they could secure them a license, and pa- 
tronize them when they had done ? I think no penalty 
would prevent the abuse, on .account of the difficulty of 
proof, and that no ingenuity could guard against all the 
possible abuses To sum up all in few words, the gener- 
ality of the clergy, especially within these last twenty or 
thirt} years, have worn their circingles so loose, that I 
verily believe no measure that proposed an accession of 
privilege to an order which the laity retain but little respect 
for would meet with the countenance of the legislature 
You will do me the justice to suppose that 1 do not say 
these things to gratify a splenetic humour oy a censonous 
turn of mind , far from it, — it may add, perhaps, to the 
severity of the foregoing observations to assert, but if it 
dues, 1 cannot help asserting, that 1 verily believe them to 
lie founded upi^n foct, and tt»t J am sure, partly from my 
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}wn knowledge, and partly from the report of those whose 
reracity I can depend upon, that m this part of the world 
It least, many of the most profligate characters are the 
reiy men to whom the morals, and even the souls of others 
ire entrusted , and I cannot suppose that the diocese of 
Lincoln, or this part of it in particular, is more unfortunate 
n that respect than the rest of the kingdom 

Since I began to wnte long poems, I seem to turn up my 
lose at the idea of a short one I have lately entered upon 
me, which, if ever finished, cannot easily be comprised in 
nuch less than a thousand lines < But this must make part 
if a second publication, and be accompanied, in due tune, 
ly others not yet thought of ; for it seems (which I did 
lot know till the bookseller had occasion to tell me so) 
hat single pieces stand no chance, and that nothing less 
han a volume will go down You yourself afford me a 
iroof of the certainty of this intelligence, by sending me 
ranks which nothing less than a volume can fill I have 
iccordingly sent you one, but am obliged to add, that had 
he wind been in any other point of the compass, or, blow- 
ng as It does from the east, had it been less boisterous, 
'ou must have been contented with a much shorter letter, 
lut the abridgment of every other occupation is very 
avourable to that of writing 

I am glad I did not expect to hear from you by this 
lost, for the boy has lost the bag in which your letter must 
lave been enclosed , — another reason for my prolixity ' 
Yours affectionately, W. C 


CLIX. 

FBANKS-OOWFEB HOSBEBCAN. 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

NT DBAS vxiaiio. May, 1781 

I BELIEVE 1 never give you trouble without feeling more 
han 1 give , so much by way of preface and apology 
. Thus stands the case Johnson has begun to pnnt, and 
Mr Newton has already corrected the first sheet. This 
unexpected despatch makes it necessary for me to furnish 
mysdf with means of communication, viz. the franks, as 

U 
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soon as may be There are reasons (I believe I mentioned 
them in my last) why I choose to revise the proofs myself : 

— nevertheless, if your delicacy must suffer the puncture 
of a pin’s point in procuring the franks for me, I release 
you entirely from the task , you are as free as if I had 
never mentioned them But you will oblige me by a 
speedy answer upon this subject, because it is expedient 
that the pnnter should know to whom he is to send hn 
copy , and when the press is once set^ those humble 
servants of the poets are rather impatient of any delay, be- 
cause the types are wanted for other authors, who are 
equally in haste to be borne 

This fine weather I suppose sets you on horseback, and 
allures the ladies into the garden If I was at Stock, I 
should be of their {larty , and while they sat knotting or 
netting in the shadc,should comfort myself with the thought, 
that I had not a beast under me, whose walk would seem 
tedious, whose trot would jumble me, and whose gallop 
might throw me into a dit^ What nature expressly de- 
signed me for I have never been able to conj'ecture ; I 
seem to myself so universally di«jualificd for the com- 
mon and customary occupations and amusements of 
mankind. When 1 was a boy, I excelled at cncket 
and foot-ball, but the fame i acquired by achieve- 
ments in that way is long since forgotten, and 1 do not know 
that I,Jiave made a figure in any tluD& since. 1 am sure 
however that she did not design me for a horseman , and 
that, if all men were of my mind, there would be an end of 
all jockeyship fer ever I am rather straitened in time, and''' 
not very rich in materials, therefore, with our joint love to ' 
you all, conclude myself, Yours ever, W. C. 


CLX. 

JOERSOirS OILIOENOE-WABHIH OF THE ffEA- 
SOH-BEOOLLEOTIONB ON ▲ FUTURE 
STATE. 

TO THE REV JOHN NEWTON, 
mr DXAR rauKO, May 88, 1781. 

I AM much oUued to you for the pains you have taken 
with my Td^U T^A, and wish that my va& voet Table Talk 
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could repay you for the trouble you have had with the writ- 
ten one. 

I am quite surprised at Johnson’s diligence, and began to 
wish, while reading your account of it, that I had leO the 
business of correcuon in your bands , but presently recol- 
lecting that It IS a tedious troubli'^ome empluyment, and tit 
only for the author himself to lie burihencd with, I relapsed 
into my former sentiment My franks are not yet ready, 
but I shall lose no time m procuring them if they are to be 
got. I enclose a line to Johnson, to tell him that if in the 
meantime, and while you arc ab<.ciit from town, another 
parcel of the proof should be ready for n \ isal, I wish him 
to send it hither by the diligence I u .-is well convinced 
of the accuracy and exactness with \ i icli you would per- 
form the task, as it is possible for mf i.i be of my own, and 
if lean obtain no franks shall afur all h.ive recourse to 
your assistance. 

The season is wonderfully iinprovi d within this day or 
two , and if these cloudless skies are continued to us, or 
rather if the cold winds do not set in again, promises you a 
pleasant excursion, as far, at least, as the weather can con- 
duce to make it such You seldom t omplain of too much 
sunshine, and if you are preparetl for a heat somewhat like 
that of Afnca, the south walk in our Iniv:' garden will exact- 
ly suit you Reflected from the gravel, and from the walls, 
and beating upon your head at the s.imc time, it may pos- 
sibly make you wish you could enjoy for an hour or two 
that immensity of shade afforded by the gigantic trees still 
growing in the land of your captivity If you could spend 
a day now and then in those forests, and return with a wish 
to England, it would be no small addition to the number of 
your best pleasures But pennve non hotnin data. The 
time will come perhaps, (but death must come first,) when 
you will be able to visit them without either d.anger, trouble 
or expense , and when the contemplation of those weW-re- 
membered sjpenes will awaken in you emotions of gratitude 
and praise surpassing all you could possibly sustain at pre- 
sent In this sense, I suppose, there is a heaven upon earth 
at all times, and that tiie disembodied spint may find a 
peculiar joy arising from the contemplation of those places 
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it was fonnerly conversant m'th, and so far, at least, be re- 
conaled to a world it was once so weary of, as to use it in 
the delightful way of thankful recollection. 

Miss Catlett must not think of any other lodging than we 
can without any inconvenience, as we shall with all possible 
pleasure, furnish her with. We can each of ns say, — that is 
I can say it in Latin, and Mrs. Unwin in English, — JKAt/ 
tui d me alunum futo She shall have a great bed and a 
great room,and we shall have the chamber we always occupy, 
when we have company, and should certainly occupy, if she 
was not of the party T^is state of the case leaves no room 
for the least objection , we desire therefore that yon will 
give our love to her, tell her we shall expect her, and that 
she will be but half as welcome to us if she sleeps any- 
where else. 

Having two more letters to write, I find myself obliged to 
shorten this , so once more wishing you good journey, and 
ourselves the happiness of receiving you in good health and 
spirits, I remain 

Affectionately yours, W C 

CLXI. 

Hn MOTIVES FOR WBinKa-PBOVIDSHOS. 

TO THE REV WILUAH UNWIN. 

NT DRAB niufo, 6, 1781. 

If the old adage be true, that “he gives twice, who gives 
speedily,” it is equally true, that he who not only uses ex- 
pedition in giving, but gives more than was asked, gpves thnce 
at least. Such is the style in which Mr. Smith confers a 
favour. He has not only sent me franks to Johnson, but, 
under another cover, has added six to you. These last, for 
aught that appears by your letter, he threw in of his own 
mere bounty I beg that my share of thanks may not be 
wanting on this occasion, and that when you write to him 
next you will assure him of the sense I have of the obli- 
gation, which is the more flattering, as it includes a proof 
of his predilection in favour of the poems his franks are 
destmed to encl<»e. May they not forfeit his good c^union 
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hereafter, nor yours, to whom I hold myself indebted in 
the first place, and who have equally given me credit for 
their deservings < Your mother says, that although there 
are passages in them containing opinions which will noi 
he universally subscribed to, the world w<ll at least allow — 
what my great modesty will not permit me to subjoin I 
liave the highest opinion of her judgment, and know, by 
having experienced the soundness of them, that her obser- 
vations are always worthy of attention and regard Yet, 
strange as it may seem, I do not feel th 3 vanity of an author, 
when she commends me , — but 1 feel something better, .i 
spur to my diligence, and a cordial to my spirits, both 
together animating me to deserve, at least not to tall short 
of her expectations. For I verily believe, if my dulness 
should cam me the character of a dunce, the censure 
would affect her more than me , not th.at I am insensililt' 
of the value of a good iiamc, cither as a man or an author 
• Without an ambition to attain it, it is .ibsolutcly unattain- 
able under citlicr of those dcs.'riptions But my lile 
having been in many respects .i senes of mortifications 
and disappointments, I am bc'comc less apprehensive and 
impressible perhaps in some points, than 1 should other- 
wise have been , and though I should be exquisitely 
sorry to disgrace my friends could endure ray own share 
of the affiictioii with a reasonable measure of tranquillity. 

These seasonable showers have poured floods upon all 
the neighbouring parishes, but have passed us by My 
garden Uuiguishes and, what is worse, the fields to languish, 
and the upland grass is burnt. These discnininalions are 
not fortuitous But if they are providential, what do they 
import? I can only answer, as a friend of mine once 
answered a mathematical question m the schools — “Pror- 
sus nesew," Perhaps it is, that men, who will not bclicv'u 
what they cannot understand, may learn the folly of their 
conduct, while their very senses are made to witness against 
them , and themselves m the course of Providence become 
the subject of a thousand dispensations they cannot explain 
But the end is never answered The lesson is inculcated 
indeed frequently enough, but nobody l&rns it Well. 
Instruction vouchsafed in vain is (I suppose) a debt to be 
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accounted for hereafter You must understand this to be 
soliloquy I wrote my thoughts without recollecting that 
was wnting a letter, and to you W. C. 

CIJCIL 

DESION OF ms POElf TTFOIT TRUTH-AIT INDE- 
PENDENT OA BDEN EB-MR. UNWIN'S 
DIFFIDEN'OR 

TO THE REV WILUAM UNWIN. 

MY DEAR rHlKSU, JuiM 24, 1781, 

The letter you withheld so long, lest it should give me 
pain, gave me pleasure Horace says, the poets are a 
waspish race , and from my own experience of the temper 
of two or three, with whom 1 was formerly connected, I 
c.Tn readily subscribe to the character he gives them. But 
for my own part, I have never yet felt that excessive irrv 
tability, which some writers discover, when a friend, in the 
words of Pope, 

“Jnst liinti a fault, or hesitates dislike " 

1^'ast of all would I give way to such an unseasonable ebul- 
lition, merely because a civil question is proposed to me 
with much gentleness, and by a man whose concern for my 
credit and character I venly believe to be sincere. I reply 
therefore, not peevishly, but with a sense of the kindness 
of your intentions, that I hope you may make yourself veiy 
easy on a subject, that I can perceive has occasioned you 
some solicitude When I wrote the poem called IVutk, 
by which is intended Religious TVuth, it was indispensably 
necessary that I should set forth that doctrine which I 
know to be true, and that I should pass what I understood 
to be a just censure upon opinions and persuasions that 
differ from, or stand in direct opposition tp it ; because, 
though some errors may be mnocent, and even religious 
errors are not always pernicious, yet in a case where the 
faith and hope of a Chnstian are concerned^ th^ must 
necessarily be* destnictive, and because, neglecting this, I 
should have betrayed ray subject; ether suppressiug what. 
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in my judgment, is of the last importance, or giving coun* 
tenance, by a timid silence, to the very evils it was my 
design to combat. That you may understand me better, 
I will subjoin-athat I wrote that poem on purpose to in- 
culcate the eleemosynary character of the Gospel, as a 
dispensation of mercy, in the most absolute sense of the 
word, to the exclusion of all claims of merit on the part 
of the receiver , consequently to set the brand of invali- 
dity upon the plea of works, and to discover, upon scrip- 
tural ground, the absurdity of that notion, which includes 
a solecism in the very terms of it, that man, by repentance 
and good works, may deserve the mercy of bis Maker, 
I call it a solecism, because mercy deserved ceases to be 
mercy, and must take the name of justice This is the 
opinion which I said, in my last, the world would not 
acquiesce in , but except this, I do not recollect that I have 
introduced a syllable into any of my pieces, that they can 
possibly object to, and even this I have endeavoured to de- 
liver from doctrinal dryness, by as many pretty things, in 
the way of tnnket and plaything, as I could muster upon 
the subject So that if 1 have rubbed their gums, I have 
taken care to do it with a coral, and even that coral em- 
bellished by the ribband to which it is tied, and recom- 
mended by the tinkling of all the bells I could contrive to 
annex to it. 

You need not trouble yourself to call on Johnson , being 
perfectly acquainted with the progress of the business, I am 
able to satisfy your curiosity myself The post before the 
last I returned to him the second sheet of Table Talk, which 
he had sent me for correction, and which stands foremost 
in the volume The delay has enabled me to add a piece of 
considerable length, which, but for the delay, would not 
have made its appearance upon this occasion , it answers to 
the name of Hope 

Your Imjppendent gardener’s excuses for his breach of the 
Sabbath are in my mind paltry, and all put together amount 
to no more than this,— that I choose to turn a penny when 
I can, and am determined that the sanctity of the day shall 
never interfere with a concern of so mudh greater import- 
ance. The barber and hair-dresser who opiates for me. 
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•would not wait upon the King himself on a Sunday, though 
he could easily make apologies more plausible than any 
adduced by the old man you mention, were he disposed to 
trespass against his duty and his consciencai 

I remember a line in the Odyssey, which, literally tran- 
slated, imports tliat there is nothing in the world more im- 
pudent than the belly Hut had Homer met with an ins- 
tance of modesty like yours, he would either have sup- 
pressed that observation, or at least have qualified it with 
an cxLeptioii I hope th.tt, for the future, Mrs Unwin will 
never sufler you to go to I^ndon, without putting some vic- 
tuals in >our pockit, for wh.tt a strange article would it 
make iii a newspa]H;r, that a tall, well-dressed gentleman, by 
his appearance a clergyman, and with a purse of gold in his 
pocket, was found sLirved to death in the street ' How would 
It puzzle ( unjecture, to ai count for such a phenomenon ' 
Some would suppose that you had been kidnapped, like 
Betty Cvnnmg, ot hungry memory, others would say, the 
goiulcinaii w'xs a Methc^ist, and Imd practised a rigorous 
self-denial, which had unhappily proved loo hard for his 
constitution , but I will venture to say that nobody would 
divine the real cau^e, or susiicct for a moment, tliat your 
modesty had orrasioiicd tragedy in question By the way, 
is It not iKissible, that the sparuncss and slenderness of your 
person may be owing to the same cause ? for surely it is rea- 
sonable to susiicct, that the baslifuincss w'hicli could pre- 
vail against you, on so trying occasion, may be equally pre- 
valent on other-, I remember having been told by Colman, 
that when he once dined with Garrick, he repeatedly pressed 
him to eat more of a cvrtain disli, that ho was known to be 
particularly found of, Colman as often refused, and at last 
declared he could not “But could not you” says Garrick, 
“if you were in a d,irk closet by yourself?” The same ques- 
tion might perhaps be put to you, with as much, or more 
propriety, and tlierefore I recommend it to you, either to 
furnish yourself with a little more assurance, or'always to eat 
in the dark 

We sympathize with Mr Unwin ; and if it will be any 
comfort to her to>know it, can assure her, that a lady in our 
neighbourhood is always, uu such occastons,the most miser- 
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able of all things, and yet escapes with great facility through 
all the dangers of her state. 

Yours ut umptr, W. C 


CLXIII. 

HS. NEWTOirS LATE YISIT-LADT AUBTENE 
FIBST ViaiT-ASEAKaEMENT OF HIS POEMS 
IHFBOVED IH PBINTIHa-HIS IMAOmABT 
POBTEAIT. 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

MV DUB vBiBND, Jnly7, 1781. 

Mr. Old brought us the acceptable news of your safe ar* 
nvaL My sensations at your departure were far from pleas- 
ant, and Mrs Unwin suiTered more upon the occasion than 
when you first took leave of Olney When wc shall meet 
again, and in what circumstances, or whether we shall meet 
’ or not, IS an article to be found no where but in that volume 
of Providence which belongs to the current year, and will 
not be understood till it is accomplished This I know, 
that your visit was most agreeable here. It was so even 
to me, who though I live in the midst of many agreeables, 
am but little sensible of their charms. But when you 
came, I determined, as much as possible, to be deaf 
to the suggestions of despair ; that if I could contribute 
but httle to the pleasure of the opportunity, I might not 
dash it with unseasonable melancholy, and, like an instru- 
ment with a broken string, interrupt the harmony of the 
concert. 

Lady Austen, waving all forms, has paid us the first visit ; 
and not content with showing us that proof of her respect, 
made handsome apologies for her intrusion We returned 
the visit yesterday. She is a lively, agreeable woman , has 
seen much of the worl^ accounts it a great simpleton, as it 
IS. She laugbs and nukes laugh, and keeps up a conver- 
mtion without seeming to labour a* it 
' I had rather subirut to chastisement now, than be obliged 
to undergo it hereafter. If Johnson, therefore, will mark 
with a marginal Q, those hnes that he or hfi object to as 
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not sufficiently finished, 1 will willingly retouch them, or give 
a reason for my refusal I shall moreover think myself obli- 
ged by any hints of that sort, as I do already to somebody 
who, by running here and there two or three paragraphs in- 
to one, has very much improved the arrangement, of my 
matter. I am apt, I know, to fritter it into too many pieces 
and, by doing so, to disturb that order to which all writings 
must owe their perspicuity, at least m a considerable mea- 
sure. With all that carefulness of revisal I have exercised 
upon the sheets as they have been transmitted to me, I have 
been guilty of an oversight, and have suffered a great fault 
to escape me, which I shall be glad to correct if not too late. 

In the Progress of Error, a part of the Young Squire’s 
apparatus, before he yet enters upon his travels, is said to be 

— Memorandum-book to minnte down 

The leveral poata, and where the chaise brake down. 

Here, the reviewers would say, is not only “down” but “down 
deny down” into the bargain, the word being made to rhyme 
to Itself. This never occurr^ to me tillmt night, just as- 
J was stepping into bed I should be glad, however, to 
alter it thus — 

With memorandum book for every town, 

And every inn, and where the chaise broke down. 

I have advanced so far in Chanty, that I have ventured to 
give Johnson notice of it, and his option whether he will 
pnnt It now or hereafter I rather wish he may choose the 
present time, because it will be a proper sequel to Hepe, 
and because I am willing to think it will embellish the col- 
lection. Mrs Unwin proposes to send a couple of ducks 
by next Fnday’s diligence, when I imagine this last produc- 
tion will have a place in the basket 

Whoever means to take my phu will find himself sorely 
perplexed in seeking for a fit occasion. That I shall not 
give him one is certain , and if he steals one, he must be as 
cunning and quick-sighted a thief as Autolycus himself. 
His best course will be to draw a face, and call it imne^ at a 
venture. They who have not seen me these* .twenty years 
will say. It may possibly be a strinking likeness now, though 
it bears no resemblance to what he was ‘ time makn great 
alterations. They who know me better will say perhaps, 
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Though it is not perfectly the Uiing, yet there is somewhat 
of the cast of his countenance. If the nose was a little 
longer, and the chin a little shorter, the eyes a little smaller, 
and the forehead a little more protuberant, it would be just 
the man. And thus, without seeing me at all, the artist 
may represent me to the public eye, with as much exactness 
as yours has bestowed upon you, though, I suppose, the 
onginal was full in his view when he made the attempt. 

We are both as well as when you left us Our hearty affec- 
tions wait upon yourself and Mrs. Newton, not forgetting 
Euphrosyne, the laughing lady. 

Yours, my dear Sir, Wm COWPER. 

CIJCIV 

ONBE7UE. 

TO THE KEY. JOHN NEWTON 
HY VSBY DSAB VRIKim, Jnly IS, 1781. 

I AU going to send, what when you have read, you may 
scratch your head, and s.ty, I suppose, there’s nobody knows, 
whether what 1 have got, be verse or not . by the tune and 
the time, it ought to be rhyme , but if it be, did you ever see 
of late or of yore, such a ditty before 7 The thought did 
occur, to me and to her, as Madam and I, did walk and not 
fly, over hills and dales, with spreading sails, before it was 
dark, to Weston Park. 

The news at Olti^ is little or none, but such as it is, I 
send It, VIZ Poor Mr Peace cannot yet cease, addling his 
head with what you said, and has left parish-church quite 
in the lurch, having almost swore to go there no more 
Page and his wife, that made such a strife, we met them 
twain in Dog Lane ; we gave them the wall, and that was 
all For Mr. Scott, we have seen him not, except as he 
pass'd, in a wonderful haste, to see a fnend in Silver End. 
Mrs. Jones propose.s,eie July closes, that she and her sister, 
and her Jones ^ister, and we that arc here, our course 
shall steer to dine in the Spinney , but for a guinea, if the 
wather should hold, so hot and so cold, we had better by 
far stay where we are For the grass there gjows, while no 
body mows, (which is very wrong,) so rank and long, that 
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so to speak, ’tis at least a week, if it happens to rain, ere it 
dries again. 

I have writ Charity, not for popularity, but as well as I 
could in hopes to do good , and if theReviewer should say “to 
be surc,the gentleman’s Musc,weie, wears Methodist shoe’ , 
you may know by her psme, and talk about g^e, that she 
and her bard have little regard, (or the taste and fashions, 
and ruling passions, and hoidcning play, of the modem day; 
and though she assume a borrowed plume, and now and 
then wear a tittering air, ’tis only her plan, to catch if she 
can, the giddy and gay, as they go that way, by a production 
on a new construction. She has baited her trap in hopes 
to snap all that may come, with a sugar-plum” — His opi- 
nion in this, will not be amiss , ’tis what I intend, my pnn- 
cipal end ; and if I succeed, and folks should read, till a few 
are brought to a serious thought, I shall think I am paid, for 
all I have said, and all I have done, though I have run, 
many a time, after a rhyme, as far as from hence, to the end 
of my sense, and by hook or crook, write another book, if 
I live and am here, another year 

I have heard before, of a room with a floor, laid upon 
spnngs, and such like things, with so much art, in every 
part, that when you went in, you was forced to begin a 
minute pace, with an air and grace, swimming about, now 
out, with a deal of state, in a flgure of eight, without pipe or 
string, or any such thing , and now 1 have writ, in a rhym- 
ing fit, what will make you dance, and as you advance, will 
keep you still, though against your will, dancing away, alert 
and gay, till you come to an end of what I have penn’d , 
which that you may do, ere Madam and you are quite worn 
obt with Jigging .about, I take my leave, and here you receive 
a bow profound, down to the ground, from your humble 
me— W C 

P S When I concluded, doubtless you did think me 
Tight, as well you might, in saying what I said of Scott , and 
then It was true, but now it is due, to him to npte^ that since 
1 wrot^ himself and he has visited we* 

*nis letter wee firet printed entire in theMemoir of Cowner,pie- 
fized to the editiop of me poenie nmong the Aldine Foete ; tno moet 
jadunou memoir end the owtntniiged edition that has yet appeared. 
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CLXV 

SLOW PBOOSESS m THE PBEBS-EZCUBSION 
TO TBS spunnE. 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON 
NT DEAR FRIRRD, Jnly 22, 1781 

I AH sensible of your difficulties m finding opportunities 
to write , and therefore, though always desirous and some- 
times impatient to hc.ir from you, am never peevish when I 
am disappointed We thank you for the letters The noble 
Divine IS sensible though angry, and the Divine Captain al- 
ways consistent with himself. iVliat you rehte of the un- 
happy Epsomite is truly shocking , when men cannot find 
the true remedy ^l^cy often have recourse to one that is 
worse than the disease, and a worse than he has found, if 
the fact be such, it is not in the power of quackery to recom- 
mend How wonderful ' that a man can suppose himself 
employed under (Jods blessing as a discoverer of truth, 

• while he himself is entangled in the worst of errors, a prac- 
tical depaiture from it If a traveller were lost in a labyrinth 
and in the course of Ins wanderings should stumble upon a 
vessel of intoxicating liquor, he could hardly do worse than 
dnnk it, or more effectually insure his own destruetton. 

Johnson having begun to print, has given me some sort 
of security for his perseverance , else, the tardiness of his 
operations would almost tempt me to despair of the end 
He has, indeed, time enough before him , but that very cir 
rumstance is sometimes a snare, and gives occasion to de- 
lays that cannot be remedied Witness the hare in the fiible 
who fell asleep in the midst of the nace, and waked not till 
the tortoise had won the pri/e 
Taking it for granted that the new marriage-bill would 
pass, 1 took occ.asian, in the Address to Liberty, to cele- 
brate the joyful aera . but in doing so afforded another proof 
that poets are not always prophets, for the House of Ixirds 
have thrown it out I am, however, provided with four lines 
to fill up the ^p, which I suppose it will be time enough to 
ihsert when the copy is sent down 1 am in the middle of 
an affair called CoHversahm, which, as Tadk Talk serves 
m the present volume by way of introdifttory fiddle to 

19 
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the l)and that follows, I design shall perforin the same office 
in a second. 

Ste breit farted joeulamur oevo 

Our excursion to the Spinnie, which T mentioned in the 
hope o’ni) thumb lines I sent you, took place yesterday 
'I he weathenins just such as it whould have been if we 
had had the i hoicc of it , perhaps better , for of all things 
in the world we find it sometimes most difficult to please 
ourselves We dined in the root-house Our great wheel- 
barrow, whic h maybe called a first-rate in its kind, con- 
\cyed all our scores, and afterwards, with the assistance of 
i hoard laid over it, iii.ule us a very good table \Vc set 
o? at one, and were at home again soon after eight I 
iu\<-r made one in a party of pleasure that answered so 
well We separated before we grew weary of each other, 
\vhicli IS a hapjiiiiess seldom enjoyed upon such occasion , 
wc were seven in company, induding Hannah, who, though 
highlj delighted with her aunt, was not at all more pleased 
thin her ciders bhe is as much delighted to-day with the 
.11 (|uisitioii of a sister born last night, but whether the rest 
of that noble family will have ctjual cause to rejoice in the 
went, IS uncertain Should she be followed by a troop, 
iinlc-is they practue Dean Swift’s recommended method 
fiir till maintenance of the poor, it is not easy to say where 
ihcj Mill find vi< tuals, certainly not at Olney 

\ uu < aniiol always find time to write, and T cannot always 
w rite .1 great deal , not for want of .time, but for want of 
something cxiually reijuisitc , perhaps materials, perhaps 
spirits, or pcrhajis more frequently for want of ability to 
overcome an indolence that 1 have sometimes heard even 
you complain of 

I beg you will remember me to Mrs Cowper We are 
vtry sorry to hear of Mr-. Newton’s indisposition Mr 
Wiight, who called here three times before he could find 
me at home, informed me, the day before yesterday, that 
poor laird Uartiiicuth grows worse His ascount of him 
is indeed a most unfavourable one 

Thanks for the cucoanuts and the slide Mrs Unwin 
joins love to both The summer being so far advanced, 
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She and her lublimity 
WUl do without dimity 

Yours, my dear Sir, and Mrs Newton’s, \^ (' 


CLXVI 

WHETHER IT BE BETTER TO SUBMIT TO INJURIES 
OR SEEK LEGAL REDRESS-PARTY IN THE 
8PINNIR 

TO THb REV WILLIAM UNWIN 
Ml UBAH ruiiND, July 20 17H1 

H WING given the case you laid before me in your last 
all due consideration, I proceed to answer it , and in ordiT 
to clear my way, shall, in the hrst place, set down my sense 
of those passages in Scripture which, on a hasty perusal, 
leem to clash with the opinion I am going to give— “If a 
man smite one check, turn the other’’- “If he take thy 
•Llu.ik, let him take thy coat also ’’ That is, 1 suppose, 
rather than on a vindictive principle avail yourself of that 
remedy the law allows you, in the way of retaliation, 
for that was the subject immediately under the discussion 
of the speaker Nothing is so contrary to the genius of the 
(lOspcl, as the gratification of resentment and revenge , but 
I cannot easily persuade myself to think, th.it the author of 
that dispensation could possibly advice his followers to Lun 
suit their own peace at the expense of the peace of societj, 
or inculcate a universal abitincncc from the use of lawlLl 
remedies, to the encouragement of injury and oppression 
St Paul again seems to condemn the pnu ticc of going 
to law, “Why do you not rather suffer wrong ?’’ Hut 
if we look again, we sh.Tll find that a litigious temper had 
obtained, and was jiievalcnt among the professors of the 
day This he condemned, and with good reason , it was 
unseemly to the last degree, that the disciples of the Prince 
of Peace should worry and vex each other with injurious 
treatment, and unnecessary disputes, to the scandal of their 
religion in the eyes of the heathen liut surely he did not 
mean any more than his Master, in the place above allu- 
ded to, that the most harmless members o( society should 
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receive no advantage of its laws, or should be the only 
persons in the world who should denve no benefit from those 
institutions, without which society cannot subsist Neither 
of them could mean to throw down the pale of property 
and to lay the Chnstian part of the world open, through- 
out all ages, to the incursions of unlimited violence and 
wrong 

By this time you are suffiriently aware, that I think you 
have an indisputable right to recover at law what is so dis- 
honestly withheld from you The fellow, I suppose, has 
discernment enough to see a diffcreiice between you and 
the generality of the clergy,and cunning enough to conceive 
the puri>ose of turning your meekness and forbearance to 
good account, and of coining them into hard cash, which 
he means to put in his pocket But I would disappoint 
him, and show him, that though a Christian is not be quar- 
relsome, he IS not to be crushed , and that though he is but 
a worm before (Jod, he is not such a worm as every selfish 
unprincipled wretch which may tread upon at his pleasure 

I lately heard a story from a lady, who has spent many 
years of her life in France, somewhat to the present pur- 
pose An Abtie, universally esteemed for his piety, and 
especially for the ineckncss of his manners, had yet un- 
designedly given some offence to a shabby fellow in his 
liarish. The man, concluding he might do as he pleased 
with so forgiving and gentle a character, struck him on one 
cheek, and bade him tuni the other The good man did 
so, and when he had received the twp slaps, which he 
thought himself obliged to submit to, turned again, and 
lieat him soundly. I do not wish to see you follow the 
French gentleman’s example, but I believe nobody that 
has heard the story condemns him much for the spirit he 
showed upon the occasion 

I had the relation from I^dy Austen, sister to Mrs 
Junes, wife of the minister at Clifton She is^a most agree 
■able woman, and has fallen in love with your mother and 
me , insomuch, that I do not know but she may settle at 
Olney^ Yesterday se'nnight we all dined together in the 
^innie — a mosP delightful retirement, belonging to Mrs 
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Throckmorton of Weston. Austen’s lackey, and a 

lad that waits on me in the garden, drove a wheelbarrow 
full of eatables and dnnkables to the scene of our ftU 
Champitre A board laid over the top of the wheelbarrow 
served us for a table , our dining-room was a root-house 
lined with moss and ivy At six o’clock, the servants, 
who had dined under a great elm upon the ground, at a 
little distance, boiled the kettle, and the said whccl-barrow 
served us for a tea-table. We then took a walk into the 
wilderness, about half a mile off, and were at home again 
a little after eight, having siieiit the day together from noon 
till evening without one cross occurrence, or the least 
weariness of each other A happiness few p.irties of ple.i- 
sure can boast of. 

Yours, with our ]oint love, W (' 

Cl.XVIL 

THANES FOS AN ACCOirNT OF HIS FAMILY - 
ASHLEY OOWPER- REMARKS ON FASHION 

lO MKb MWlON 

DEAR U SHAM, Aug 17KI 

1 HOUCH much obliged to you for the favour of your la*-!, 
and ready enough to acknowledge the debt, the pri.sei)t, 
however, is not a day in which I should have chi>scn 
to pay It A dejection of mind, which perhaps may 
be removed by to-morrow, rather discjualifies me for 
writing, a business I would always perform in good spirits, 
because melam holy is catching especially where then >s 
much sympathy to assist the co lUgion lJut ccrt.a'n 
poultry, which I understand arc .ihout to pay their rcspttts 
to >ou, have advertised for an agreeable companion, and 
I find myself obliged to embrace the opportunity of going 
to town with them in that capacity 

1 thank you for your little abridgment of my family s 
history Like every thing that relates to the present worU , 
in which therg seems to be nearly an equal mixture of the 
lamentable and ridiculous, it affords both occasion to laugn 
knd to cry In this single instance of my uncle, I can 
see cause for both He trembles upon the verge of fours- 
core a white hat that with a yellow lining *is no indication 
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to wisdom suitat) 1 e to so great an age , he can go but one step 
farther in the road of impropriety, and direct his executor 
to bury turn in it }fe is a very little man, and bad he 
lined his hat with pink instead of yellow, might base been 
gathered by a natural mistake for a mushroom, and sent off 
in a basket 

Wliilc the world lasts, fashion mil continue to lead it by 
the nose \rul, after all, what can fashion do for its most 
obsequious followers? It can ring the changes, upon the 
same thiAi's, and it <an do no mure Whether our hats be 
white or black, our caps high or low, —whether we wear two 
wati lies or one is of little ronscijucnce There is indeed 
an appearance of variety, but the folly and sanity that 
du tatL , and adopts the change, are invariably the same 
^^'h-Il the fashions of a particular period appear more 
11 isonalile than those of the preceding, it is not because 
the world is grown more reasonable than it was but 
bec.iusc 111 a I (I'lrst of i«.’r|>etual changes, some of them 
must •oineiimes h ip.ien to be far the belter Neither do 
1 su.ipost the. prepdstero’ s customs tint prevail at present, 
a pTool il Us greater lolly In a few years jiorhaps next 
year, tiK hue genikiiTi will shut up his iiinbrclla, and give 
il to Ills sist.'r, lilhiig h.s h ind with a c rah tree c udgcl instead 
eif II and wIkii ho has dune so, wdl he be wiser than now ? 
liv no means 'I he love of eh.inge will have betrayed 
Ill'll into a profiriety, whu'h, m reality, he has no taste, 
fi r, .all Ills iiier’t on the c« • asion .anuuiiitmg to no more' 
than this- that, being wearv of one p’aying, he has taken 
ii]i another 

In a note T reeeivecl from lohuson last week, he express 
cs .1 wish th,at iin i>en liny he s'lll ciiipl jved Supposing 
it possih'e that he would vet lie glad to swell the volume, 
1 have' given him an order to draw mion me for eight 
1 uiulrecl lines, if he* chooses it , Conversation, a piece which 
I think I mentioned in mv last to Mr Newton, being 
fi iished If Johnson sends for it, I shall transcribe it as 
soon .IS 1 can. and tr.i’isinit it to Ch.irles Square Mt 
Newton will take the trouble to forward .t to the press 
It IS not a dialogue, as the title would lead you to surmise 
nor does it bear the le.ist resemblance to Table Talk, cx- 
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cept that It IS seno-comir, like all the rest M> design 
in It IS to conviiKC the norld that th(.> make hut an in 
different use ot their tongues, considering the nitontion 
of Providence « hen he endued them m ith the faculty of 
speech , to point out the abuses, which is the jocular part 
i>f the business, and to prescribe the reined), winch is the 
grase and sober 

Ue felt oursehes not the less obliged to )ou for the 
toi oanuts, though they were good for nothing I'licy ton 
tiiiKd nothing but a putrid liquor, with a rOtind white 
lump, which in taste and stib-.tance much resembled tallow, 
and was of the si/c of a small wannt Nor am I the less 
indebted to your kindness for thi lish, though none is yet 
come Mrs Unwin docs not forget the eggs, hut while the 
hirvcst continues puddings are in such rcipitst, that the 
firmers will nut part with them 

Our joint love to both, and to Miss Catlett, if at home 
hir’s letter, for which I thank him, shall Invi an ailswcr is 
soon as possible Your-, deir niulain, 

Most alTcttionalcly, VV C 


Cl, Win • 

OSEENHOUSE CONVERTED INTO A SUMMER 
PARLOUR -PROGRESS IN THE PRESS. 

lO ini' RKV JOHN NhWION 
Ml I'bAR mtIND, All" 16, I7S1 

1 Mil. HI date my letter from the greenhouse, whil li wc 
h i\e converted into a summer parlour Ihc wills hung 
witli garden in its, and the floor covered with a carpet, the 
sun too in a great measure exeduded, by an awing of mats 
whicli torbid-. him to shine anywhere cxcejjl upon the 
carpet, it affords us by fa*- the picas intcst retreat in Olney 
We «at, driqk, and sleep, where wc ahvajs did , but here 
we 'pend all the rest of our time, and find th.it the sound 
of the wind in the trees, and the singing of birds, are 
much more agreeable to our ears than the incessant liark- 
ing of dogs and screaming of children * Not to mention 
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the exchange of a sweet smelling garden, for the putrid 
exhalations of Silver End. It is an observation that natur> 
ally occurs upon the occasion, and which many other 
occasions furnish an opportunity to make, that people long 
for what they have not, and overlook the good in their 
possession This is so true m the present instance, that 
for years past I should have thought myself happy to enjoy 
a retirement even less flattering to my natural taste than 
this in which I am now writing , and have often looked 
wistfully at a snug cottage, which, on account of its situa- 
tion at a distance from noise and disagreeable objects, 
seemed to promise me all 1 could wish or expect, so far as 
happiness may be said to be local , never once adverting 
to this comfortable nook, which affords me all that could 
be found in the most sequestered hermitage, with the ad- 
vantage of having all those accommodations near at hand 
which no hemiitagc could jiossibly afford me People 
imagine they should be happy in circumstances which they 
would find insupportably burthensome in less than a week. 
A man that has been clothed in fine linen, and fared sump- 
tuously every day, envies the peasant under a thatch^ 
hovel , who, in return, envies him as much his palace and his 
pleasure-ground Could they change situations, the fine 
gentleman would find his ceilings were loo low, and that 
his easements admitted too much wind , that he had no 
cellar for his wine, and no wine to put in his cellar These, 
with a thousand other mortifying deficicncccs, would shat- 
ter his romantic project into innumerable fragments in a 
moment The clown, at the same time, would find the 
accession of so much unwieldy treasure an incumbrance 
quite incompatible with an hour’s ease His choice would 
be puzzled by variety. He would drink to excess, because 
he would toresee no end of his abundance , and he would 
eat himself sick for the same reason He would have no 
idea of any other happiness than sensual gratification , 
would make himself a beast, and die of his good fortune 
The rich gentleman had, perhaps, or might have had, if 
he pleased, at the shortest notice, just such a recess as 
this ; but if he had it, he overlooked it, or, if he had it not, 
forgot that he iilight command it whenever he would. The 
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rustic too, was actually in possession of some blessings, which 
he was a fool to relinquish, but which he could neither see 
nor feel, because he had the daily and constant use of them , 
such as good health, bodily strength, a head and a heart 
that never ached, and temperance, to the practice of which 
he was bound by necessity, that, humanly speaking, was a 
pledge and a security for the continuance of them all 

This I have sent you a schoolboy’s theme. When I write 
to you, I do not write without thinking, but always without 
premeditation . the consequence is, that such thoughts as 
pass through my head when I am not writing, make the 
subject of my letters to you. 

Johnson sent me lately a sort of apology for his printer’s 
negligence, with his promise of greater diligence for the 
future liiere was need enough of both. I have received 
hut one sheet since you left us Still, indeed, I see that 
there is time enough before us , but I sec likewise that no 
length of time can be sufficient for the accomplishment of 
a work that does not go forward I know not yet whether 
he will add Co mer satum to those jxicms already in his hands 
nor do I care much No man ever wrote such quantities 
of verse, as I have written this last ^ear, with so much in> 
difference about the event, or rather, with so little ambition 
of public praise My pieces are such as may possibly be 
made useful The more they are approved, the more likely 
they are to sprcad,and consequently to attain the end of use- 
fulness , which, as I said once before, except my present 
amusement, as the only end I propose And even in the 
pursuit of this purpose, commendable as it is in itself, I 
have not the spur I should once have had my labour 
must go unrewarded, and as Mr. Ralmn once said, I am 
raising a scaffnlri lipfnrp. a house that Others are to live in, 
and not I 

I have left myself no room for politics, which I thought, 
when I began, would have been my principal theme 

Mr Symoqd’s letters certainly are not here Our ser- 
vants never touch a paper without leave, and ate so obser- 
'^ant of our injunction in this particular, that unless I burn 
the covers of the news, they accumulate till they make a 
litter. Yours, my dear Sir, Wm. COWFER. 
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CLXIX. 

DIFFEBENOE BETWEEN HIS STATE OF MINI) AND 
MB. NEWTON'A LADT AOSTEITS INTENTION 
OF BESIDINO AT OLNET-BHTMES TO 
HB. NEWTON 

TO THE KEV JOHN NEWTON 

MV OKAR ntIRAD, Ang 21, 1781, 

You wish you could employ your time to better purpose, 
yet are never idle In all that you s,iy or do , whether you 
are alone, or pay visits, or receive them , whether you think 
or uritc, or walk or sit still , the state of your mind is such as 
discovers, even to yourself, in spite of all its wanderings, that 
there is a principle at bottom whose determined tendency is 
towards the best things I do not at all doubt the truth of 
what you say, when you complain of that crowd of trifling 
thoughts that pesters you without ceasing , but then you al- 
wa>s have a serious thought standing at the iluor of your 
imagination, like a justice of peace with the riuKii l .n Ins 
b.ind, ready to read it, and disperse the mob Here lies the 
diflercncc between you and me. My thoughts are clad in a 
sober livery, for the niAt part as grave as that of a bishop’s 
servants They turn tiKi upon spiritual subjects, but the 
tallest fellow and the loudest among them all, is he who is 
continually crying with a loud voice, Actum est dt te , 
fenisti ' You wish for more attention, I for less Dissi- 
jxition itself would be welcome to me, so it were not a 
vicious one , but however earnestly invited, is coy, and 
keeps at a distance Yet with all this distressing gloom 
upon my mind, I CYpcriencc, as you do, tlie slippcriness 
of the present hour, and the rajiidiiy with which time es- 
capes me Every thing around us, and every thing tliat 
befalls us, constitutes a variety which, whether ngrcealile 
or otherwise, has still a thiev ish jiropensity, and steals from 
us days, months, and years witli such unparalleled address, 
that oven while wc say they are here, they arcane From 
infancy to manhood is mthcr a tedious period, chiefly, I 
supjiose, because at that tune we act under the control 
of others, and are not suffered to have a will of our own 
But tlience dowAwaid into the vale of years, is such a de- 
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clivity, that we have just an opportunity to reflect upon 
the steepness of it, and then And ourselves at the bottom 
Here is a new scene opening, which, Hhcther it perform 
what It promises or not, viU add fresh plumes to the wings 
ot time , at least while it continues to he a subject of con- 
templation If the project take eifcct, a thousand varieties 
will attend the change It will nuke in our situation at 
Olriey If not, it will serve, however, to speculate and con- 
verse upon, and steal away many hours, b) engaging our 
attention, before it be entirely droiiped Lad) Austen, 
very desirous of retirement, especially ol a retirement near 
her sister, an admirer of Mr bcott as a preacher, and of 
your two humble servants now m the green-house, as the 
most agreeable creatures in the world, is at present 
determined to settle here That part of our great building 
will! h IS at present occupied by Dick (“oleinan, his witc, 

I III Id, and a thousand rats, is the corner of the world 
die chooses, above all others, as the pi ice of her future 
. residence Next spring twelve month she begins to repair 
and beautify, and the following wiiuei (by which time the 
lease of her house in town will dctcrmuie) she intends to 
take possession I am highly pleased w ith the plan, or 
Mr-. Unwin’s account, who since Mrs Newton’s depar- 
ture, IS destitute of all female connesion, and has not, 
111 any emergency, a woman to speak to Mrs Scott is 
indeed in the neighbourhood, and an evcellent person, but 
always engaged by a close attention to her family, and no 
more than ourselves a lover of visiting Hut these things 
are all at present in the clouds Two years must inter- 
vene, and 111 two years not only this jirojcct, but all the 
projects in Europe may be disconcerted 

Cocoa-nut naugiit. 

Fish to dear, 

Xonc must be Uinght 
For us that are here 
No lobster on earth, 

• That ever I saw. 

To me would hr worth 
* 8iX|)ence a claw 

8o, dear madam wait 
Till fish can be got * 
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At a raaa'nalile rata, 

Whether lobster or not ; 

Till the Frenoh and the Dutch 
Hava quitted the seas. 

And then sand aa much 
And as oft aa you please. 

Yours, my dear Sir, W C 


CIJCX 

OLNET NEWS-JOHKSOirS USEFUL SUOOESTIOHS 

TO THE VBW JOHN NEWTON. 

MV UKAR VRIVNO, Aug 2S, 1781. 

ris Johnson’s last note (for I have received a packet 
from him since 1 wrote last to you) I am ready to suspeei 
that you have seen him, and endeavoured to quicken his 
proceedings His assurance of greater expedition leads 
me to think so I know little of booksellers and printers, 
but have heard from others that they are the most dilatory 
of all people , otherwise, I am not in a hurry, nor would be 
so troublesome but am obliged to you nevertheless for 
your interference, if his promised alacrity be owing to any 
spur that you have given him He chooses to add Con- 
itersaitoH to the rest, and says he will give me notice when 
he IS ready for it but 1 shall send it to ymt by the first 
opportune conveyance, and beg you to deliver it over to 
him He wishps me not to be afraid of making the volume 
too laige , by si Inch expression I suppose he means, that 
if I h.ad still another piece, there would be room for it 
At present I have not, but am in the way to produce 
another, favai modi Musa I has'e already b^un and 
proceeded a little si.Ty in a poem called Retirement My 
view in choosing that subject is to direct to the proper use 
of the opportunities it affords for the cultivation of a man’s 
best interests , to censure the vices and the 'follies which 
people carry with them into their retreats, where they 
make no other use of their leisure than to gratify them- 
selves with the fndulgence of their favourite appetites, and 
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to pay themselves, by a life of pleasure, for a life of busi- 
ness In coiiLlusion, I would enlarge upon the happiness 
of that, when discreetly enjoyed and religiously improved 
Hut all this IS, at present, in embryo 1 generally desjiair 
of my progress when I begin , but if, like my travelling 
squire, I should kindle as I go, this likewise may make a 
part of the volume, for I have time enough before me 

Susan Roberts has been supposed dying for some time, 
was speechless for a week, then grew better, was seized with 
violent convulsions, and is again grown better Mr Scott is 
rei overed, though when we paid him our last morning visit 
we found him a little disconc'erted by the brutality and 
profaneness of a drunken fellow whom he had just been 
joking with a pregnant lady The church was filled with 
idle folks upon the occasion, who could not be persuaded 
to behave with any degree of decency or decorum, and the 
wretch himself was as insolent as ignorance and strong 
drink could make Inm 

I forgot to mention that Johnson uses the discretion my 
* poctship has allowed him, with much disrernment He 
has suggested several alterations, or rather marked several 
ilerectivu passages, which 1 have rorrected, much to the 
advantage of the poems In the last sheet he sent me, he 
noted three such, all which I have reduced into better 
order In the foregoing sheet, I assented to his criticisms 
in some instances, and rhosc to abide by the original ex- 
pri'ssion in others Thus we jog on together comfortably 
inough, and perhaps it would be as well for authors in 
geni. ral, if their booksellers, when men of some taste, were 
allowed, though not to tinker the work themselves, yet to 
point out the flaws, and humbly to recommend an iin- 
priivement 

The embargo I would have laid upon the present of flsh 
reached >aii, I And, too late, and we are now' to return our 
thanks for three pair of fine soles, on which we feasted 
noon and night but I beg that said embargo may have 
Us effect in fufure , and that Mr^ Newton will not think 
of sending more till the puce is fallen Ome more love, 
thanks, and adieu < 

Yours, WM COWPER 

iiO 
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CLXXI 

OONaSATULATlOira ON TEE BIBTH OF A SON- 
POEM ON beiieemeni in hand in hand 
LADT AUSTEN. 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. . 

MV DKAU rRlKVll, AugUlt 25, 1781, 

Wh rejoice with you sincerely in the birth of another 
son, and in the prospect you have of Mrs Unwin’s reco- 
very , may your three children, and the next three, when 
they shall make their appearance, prove so many blessings 
to their parents, and make you wish that you had twice the 
number I!ut what made you expect daily that you should 
hear from me ? letter for letter is the law of all correspon- 
dence whatsoever, and because I wrote last, 1 have indulg- 
ed myself for sonic time m expectation of a sheet from you. 
Not that I govern myself entirely by the punctilio of reci- 
procation, but having been pretty much occupied of late, 
I was not sorry to find myself at liberty to exercise my dis- 
cretion, and furnished with a good excuse if 1 chose to be 
silent 

1 expected, as you remember, to have been published 
last spring, and was disappointed The delay has afforded 
me an opportunity to increase the quantity of my publica- 
tion by about a third , and if my muse has not forsaken me, 
which 1 rather suspect to be the case, may possibly yet 
add to It I have a subject m hand, which promises me 
a great abundance of poetical matter, by which, for want 
of a something I am not able to describe, I cannot at 
present proceed with The name of it is "RtUrtmtni” 
and my purpose, to ^recommend the proper improvement of 
It, to set forth the requisites for that end, and to enlarge 
upon the happiness of that state of life, when managed as 
It ought to be In the course of my journey through this 
ample theme, I should wish to touch upon the characters, 
the deficiencies, and the mistakes of thousands, who enter 
on a scene of letireraent, unqualified for it in every respect, 
and with such designs as have no tendency to promote 
either their own happiness or that of others But as I have 
told you belore,*thcre are times when 1 am no more a 
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()net than I am a mathematician , and when such a time 
nccuis, I always think it better to give up the point, than 
to labour it in vain I shall yet again be obliged to trouble 
you for franks , the addition of three thousand lines, or 
near that number, having occasioned a demand which I 
did not always foresee but your obliging friend^ and >our 
obliging self, having allowed me the liberty of application, 
I make it without apology. 

The solitude, or rather the duality of our condition at 
Olney, seems drawing to a conclusion You have not 
forgot, perhaps, that the building we inhabit eonsists of 
two mansions. And because you have only seen the inside 
of that part of it which is in our occupation, I therefore 
inform you, that the other end of it is by far the iROst 
su^ierb, as well as the most commodious. Lady Austen 
has seen it, has set her heart upon it, is going to At it up 
and furnish it, and if she can get rid of the remaining two 
years of the le.ase of her Ixjndon house, will proliably enter 
upon itm a twelve month You will be pleased with this 
intelligence, because 1 have already told you, that she is a 
woman perfectly well bred, sensible, and in every respect 
agreeable , and above all, because she loves your mother 
dearly It has in my eyes, (and I doubt not it will have 
the same in yours,) strong marks of providential interpo- 
sition A female friend, and one who bids fair to prose 
herself worthy of the appellation, comes, recommended b> 
a variety of considerations, to such a pkice as Olney Since 
Mr Newton went, and till this lady came, there was not in 
the kingdom a retirement more absolutely such than ours. 
We did not want company, but when it came, we found it 
agreeable A person that has seen much of the world, and 
understands it well, has high spirits, a lively fancy, and 
great readiness of conversation, introduces a sprightlincs.s 
into such a scene as this, which, if it was peaceful before, 
IS not the worse for being a little enlivened In case of 
illness too, to.which all are liable, it was rather a gloomy 
prospect, if we allowed ourselves to advert to it, that 
there was hardly a woman in the place from whom 
It would have been reasonable to have expected either com- 
fort or assistance. The present curate’s sfife is a valuable 
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person, but has a family of her own, and though a neigh- 
bour, IS not a very near one Rut if this plan is effected 
we shall be in a manner one family, and I suppose never 
pass a day without some intercourse with each other. 

Your mother sends her warm affections, and welcomes in- 
to the wor\|Ll the new-born William 

Youis, my dear friend, W. C. 


CLXXn ' 

OOOIDUS-OPnnONB on the hbe and abuse 

OF MUSIC 

* TO THK REV JOHN NEWTON. 

HV DKAS VKIRMn, Sept 0, 1781. 

I AM nut willing to let the post set off without me, though 
I have nothing material to put into bis bag I am writing 
in the greenhouse, where iny myrtles, ranged before the 
windows, make the most agreeable blind imaginable , where 
I am undisturbed by noise, and where I see none but pleas- 
ing ulijects The situation is as favourable to my purpose 
as I could wish , but the state of my mind is not so, and 
the dcfineneics I feel there are not to be remedied by the 
stillness of iny retirement, or the lieauty of the scene before 
me I believe it is in part owing to the excessive heat of 
the weather, that I find myself so much at a loss when I 
attempt either verse or prose my animal spints arc depres- 
sed, and duincss is the consequence 'Fhai dulness, how- 
ever, IS all at your service , and the portion of it that is 
necessary to fill up the present epistle, 1 send you without 
the least reluctance 

1 am sorry to find that the censure I have passed upon 
Oci idus IS even better founded than I supposed laidy 
Austen has been at his sabbatical concerts, which it seems 
are composed of song-tunes and psalm-tunes iqdiscnminate- 
ly , music without words— and I suppose one may say, con- 
seiiuently, without devotion On a certain occasion, when 
her niece was sitting at her side, she asked his opinion con- 
rerniiig the lawfulness of such amusements as are to be found 
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at Vauxhall or Ranclagh , tneamni^ only to draw from him a 
sentence of disapprobation, that Miss Green might be the 
better reconciled to the restraint under which she was held, 
when she found it warranted by the judgment of so famous 
a divine But she was disapjiointcd he accounted, them 
innocent, and recommended them as useful. Curiosity, he 
said, was natural to young persons , and it was wrong to 
deny them a gratification which they might be indulged in 
with the greatest safety , because the denial being unreason- 
able, the desire of it would still subsist It was but a wallt 
and a walk was as harmless in one place as another , with 
other arguments of a similar imimrt, which might have pro- 
ceeded with more grace, at least with less offence, from the 
lips of a sensual layman He seems, together i\ ith others 
of our ac(]uaiiitance, to have suffered considerably in his 
spiritual I'haractor by his attachment to music 'Phe lawful- 
ness of It, when used with moderation, and in its proper 
phee, IS unquestionable , but I believe that wine itself,^ 
though a man be guilty of habiiiuil intoxication, docs not 
more dcbaucli and liefool the n.itural understanding, th.i i 
music, always music, music in season and out of season, 
weakens and destrojs the spiritii.il discernment If it is 
not Used with an unfeigned refercnLC to the worship of 
God, and w'lth a design to assist the soul in the performance 
of It, which cannot bo the case when it is the only occupa- 
tion, It degenerates into a sensual delight, and becomes .i 
most powerful advocate for the admission of other pleasure, 
grosser jicrhajis in degree, but in their kind the same, 

Mr Monk, though a simple, honest, good man — such, at 
least, he appears to us —is not likely to give general satis- 
faction He preaches the truth, it seems, but not the whole 
truth , and a certain member of that church, who signed 
the letter of in\ itation, which was conceived in terms suffi- 
ciently encouraging, is likely to prove one of his most stre- 
nuous opposers The little man, however, has an indepen- 
dent fortunej>and has nothmg to do but to trundle himself 
away to some other place, where he may find hearers, 
neither so njee nor so wise as we arc at Olney 
Yours, my dear Sir, , 
with our united love, 


W. C. 
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CLXXIII. 

4ir EPISTLE IM VERSE OONOEBEIEO A BABBEL 
OF OYSTERS. 

TO MRS. NEWTON. 

Sept, le, 1781 

A NOBLE theme demands a noble verse, 

In such I thank yon for yntiT fine nystere. 

Thu barrel was magnificeutly large. 

But being sent to OIney at free charge. 

Was nut inserted in the driver’s list. 

And therefore overlook’d, forgot, or mWd ; 

For when the messeuger whom we despatch’d 
KiU)iiired for oysters. Hob Ins noddle scratch’d. 

Denying that his waggon or bis wain 
Did any suuh commodity contain 
In consequence of whu-h, yonr welcome boon 
Did nut arrive till yeste^ay at noon ; 

III conseqnenue of which some chanced to die, 

And some though very sweet, were very dry, 

Mow Madam says, (amt what she says must still 
Deserve attention, say she what she Will,) 

That we call the Diligence, Iw caee 
It goes to London with a swifter pace. 

Would better suit the carnage of yonr gift, 

Kutnruiiig downward with a pace ae ewift ; 

And therefore recommends it with this aim— 

To save at least three days, — the price the same ; 

For thoegh it will not carry or convey 

For less than twelve pence, send whate’er you may,. 

For oysters bred upon the salt sea shore, 

Pack'd in a barrel, they will charge no more. 

News have 1 none that 1 can deign to write, 

Save that it rain’d prodigwiisly last night ; 

And that onrselves were, at tlio seventh hour, 

Caught in the tiret beginning of the shower ; 

Bat walking, rnmung, and with much ado, 

(lot home— ^at time enough to be wet through. 

Yet both are well, and woniVrous to be told. 

Roused as we were, we yet have caught no cold ; 

And wishing jnst the same good hdp to yon. 

We say, good Madam, and good Sir, Aueu ' 
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CLXXIV. 

IK REPLY Ta SOME OF HIS OBTCIOAL 
AKIMAEVERBIOKS 

TO MR JOHNSON, BOOKSELLER 

SIR, Sept. 26, 17SI 

Bv your not mentioning it, I suppose you hate not jet 
received Conversuhon , shall be glad to know it when you 
have RtUrement is grown to about five hundred lines, so 
that I begin to hope I shall reach the end of it 
“Cry aloud,” tic 

Though the verse has rather an unusiiat run, I chose to 
begin It in that manner for the sake of animation, and am 
nut able to alter it without flattening its energy quite away 
“Providence vlvene,” tic 

The reduplication of those words was a point I rather 
laboured for the sake of emphasis ,ind tlic transposition of 
them strikes me as artful, and as having an agreeable eflort 
upon the car 

“Cured of golden calves,” bo 

The expression has a figurative boldness in it, which 
apjicars to me poetical 

Ml your other marks have been attended to, and I thank 
you for them 

I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient, Wm COWPIiR. 

CLXXV. 

THANES FOB THE FBEFAOE-DB. JOHKSON- 
WATTS-COWFEB A CAREFUL WBITEB- 
MB. NEWTON'S HABIT OF SMOKINO 

, TO THE KI'V JOHN NEWTON. 

. MV D8\R FRiEVD, The (Jreenhoum, %pt 18, 1781 

I RETURN your preface, with many thanks for so affec 
tionate an introduction to the public !• have observed 
nothing that in my judgment required alteration, except a 
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Single sentence in the first paragraph, which I have not 
obliterated, that you may restore it if you please, by obli- 
terating my interlineation My reason for proposing an 
amendment of it was, that your meaning did not strike me, 
which therefore I have enckavoured to make more obvious 
The rest is what I would wish it to be You say, indeed, 
more in my commendation, than I can modestly say of 
myself , but something will be allowed to the partiality of 
friendship, on so interesting an occasion 

I have no objection in the world to your conveying a 
copy to Dr Johnson , though I well know that one of his 
pointed sarcasms, if he should happen to be displeased, 
would soon find its wayt into all companies, and spoil the 
sale He writes, indeed like a man that thinks a great 
deal, and that sometimes thinks religiously but report 
informs me that he has been severe enough in his animad- 
version upon I Ir Watts, who was nevertheless, if I am in 
any degree a judge of verse, a man of true poetical ability , 
careless, indeed, for the most part, and inattentive too often 
to those niceties which constitute elegance of expression, 
but frequently sublime in Ins conceptions, and masterly in 
hib exei ution Pope, 1 have heard, had placed him once 
in the Dunciad , but on being advised to read before he 
judged him, was convinced that he deserved other treatment 
and thrust somebody’s blockhead into the gap, whose name, 
consisting of a monosyllabic, happened to fit it Whatever 
faults, however, I may be chargeable with as a poet, I can- 
not accuse myself of negligence I never suffer a line to ■ 
pass till 1 have made it as good as I can ; and though my 
doctrines may offend this king of critics, he will not, 1 flatter 
myself, be disgusted by slovenly inaccuracy, either in the 
numbers, rhymes, or language. Let the rest take its chance 
It IS possible he may be pleased , and if he should, I shall 
hiive engaged on niy side one of the best trumpeters in the 
kingdom Let him only speak as favourably of me as he 
bas spoken of Sir Richard Btackmore (who,though he shines 
in hia poem called Creation, has written more absurdities 
m verse than any writer of oui country), and my success 
will be secured 

1 have often promised myself a laugh with you about your 
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pipe, but have always forgotten it when I have been writ* 
ing, and at present I am not much in a laughing humour. 
You will observe, however, for your comfort and the honour 
of tliat same pipe, that it hardly falls within the line of my 
censure You never fumigate the ladies, or force them out 
of Lomiiany , nor do you use it as an incentive to hard drink- 
ing Your friends, indeed, have reason to complain that it 
fre(|uently deprives them of the pleasure of your own con- 
versation while It le.ads you cither into your study or your 
garden , but in all other resjiects it is as innot ent a pipe as 
can be Smoke away, therefore , and remember that if one 
poet has condemned the practice, a better than he (the 
witty and elegant Hawkins Browne,) has been warm in the 
praise of it. 

Retirement grows, but more slowly than any of its prede- 
cessors Time was when I could with case produce fifty, 
sivty, or seventy lines in a morning now, I generally fall 
short of thirty, and am sometimes forced to be content with 
*a dozen It consists at present, I suppose, of between six 
and seven hundred , so that there arc hopes of an end, and 
1 dare say Johnson will give me time enough to finish it. 

1 nothina luld but this— that atiU I am 
Your moat affiectionate and humble WILLIAM. 

CLXXVI. 

the SEA-L^T AUSTEN. 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN 
MY DBAS VBIKSD, Soft 80, I7BI 

I MAY I suppose, congratulate you on your safe arrival at 
Bnghthelmstonc , and am the better pleased with your 
design to close the summer there, because I am acquainted 
mth the place, and, by the assistance of fancy, can without 
much difficulty join himself to the jiarty, arid partake with 
you in your amusements and excursions. It happened 
singularly enqugh, that just before I received your last, in 
which you apprize me of your intended journey, I had 
been writing upon the subject, having found occasion to- 
wards the close of my last poem, called Retirement to take 
some notice of the modern passion for sdh-side entertain- 
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tnents» and to direct to the means by which they iiiight ho 
made useful as well as agreeable I think with you, that 
the most magnificent object under heaven is the great 
deep , and cannot but feel an unpolite species of astonish- 
ment, when I consider the multitudes that view it without 
emotion, and even without reflection In all its various 
forms. It IS an object of all others the most suited to affect 
us with lasting impressions of the awful Power that created 
and controls it. I am the less inclined to think this neg- 
ligence excusable, because, at a time of life when I gave 
as little attention to religious subjects as almost any man, 
I yet remember that the waves would preach to me, and 
that in the midst of dissipation I had an ear to hear them 
One of Shakspearc’s characters says, — “I am never merry 
when I hear sweet music ” The same effect that harmony 
seems to have had upon him, I have experienced from the 
sight and sound of the ocean, which have often composed 
my thoughts into a melancholy not unpleasing, nor with- 
out Its use So much for Stgnor Nettumo ■ 

I«idy Austen goes to London this day se’nnight We 
have told her that you shall visit her , which is an enter- 
prise you may engage in with the more alacnty, because as 
she loves every thing that has any connexion with your 
mother, she is sure to feel a sufficient partiality for her son 
Add to this, that your own personal recommendations are 
by no means small, or such as a woman of her fine taste 
and discernment can possibly overlook. She has many 
features in her character which you will admire ; but onci 
in particular, on account of the rarity of it, will engage 
your attention and esteem She has a degree of gratitude 
in her composition, so quick a sense of obligation, as is 
hardly to be found in any rank of life, and, if report say 
true, IS scarce indeed in the superior Discover but a wish to 
please her, and she never foi^ets it , not only thanks you, 
but the tears will start into her eyes at the recollection of the 
smallest service With these fine feelings^ she has the 
most, and the most harmless vivacity you can imagine In 
short, she is — what you will find her to be, upon half ah 
hour's conversation with her ; and when I hear you have a 
journey to town'm contemplation,! will send you her address 
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Your mother is well, and joins with me in wishing that 
ou may spend your time agreeably upon the coast of 
lussex. Yours, W. C. 

CLXXVII. 

[jpon mnsHmo betxbement, he gbahtb him< 

SELF A BESPIT^ AND KEANS TO AWAIT 
THE SnOOESS OF BIS VOLUME. 

TO MR. JOHKSON, BOOKSELLER 

SIR, October 1, 1781. 

I EXPECT to finish Retirement in a day or two, and as 
oon as transcribed I shall forward it to Mr. Newton This 
iddition, I think, will sirell the volume to a respectable 
.ue, consisting, as I guess, of between seven and eight 
lundred lines I may now grant myself a respite, and 
latch the success of the present undertaking, determining 
nyself by the event, whether to resume my occupation as 
in author or drop it for ever 

1 am. Sir, Your most obedient Servant, Wm. COWPER. 


CLXXVIII 

k DBAFT-COWFEB FBOPOSEB TO BELL HIB OHAH- 
BEBB-BETIBEMENT FINISHED. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ 

MY DEAR rKIEXD, OoE 3, 1781. 

Your draft is worded for twenty pounds, and figured for 
Lwenty-one I thought it more likely the mistake should 
be made in the figures than m the words, and have sent 
you a receipt Accordingly I am obliged to you for it, and 
no less bound to acknowledge your kindness in thinking 
for a man so little accustomed to think for himself. The 
result of my deliberations on the subject proposed is, that 
It will be better, on many accounts, to sell the chambers, 
and to deposit the money in the funds Public credit 
wants a lift, and 1 would willingly shew my readiness to 
afford It one at so critical a juncture, if you can sell 
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Morgan at the same time, so as to turn him to any account, 
you have my free leave to do it It has been a dry sum- 
mer, and frogs may possibly be scarce, and fetch a good 
pnce , though how his frogship has attained to the honour 
of that appellation, at this distance from the scene of his 
activity, I am not able to conjecture 

I hope you had a pleasant vacation, and have laid in a 
fresh stock of health and spints for the business of the 
approaching winter As for me, I have just finished my 
last piece called RtUremtnt^ which, as soon as it is fit to 
appear in public, shall, together with all the rest of its 
fraternity, lay itself at your feet 

My affectionate respec ts attend Mrs. Hill and yourself 
Yours truly, W C 


CI.XXIX 

DB. JOHNSON AND WATTS-WILLINa THAT MB. 

NEWTON'S NAME SHOULD APPEAB IN THE 
TITLE PAOE AS EDITOB. 

TO Tlir RFV JOHN NKIVTON 
Ml DFAR FRlieND, Oot 4, 1781 

I (.FNFRAUY write the day before the post, but yester- 
day had no opportunity, being obliged to employ myself 
III settling my greenhouse for the winter. I am now writ- 
ing before breakfast, that I may avail himself of every 
inch of time for the purpose N B An expression a critic 
would quarrel with, and call it by some hard name, signify- 
ing a jumble of ideas, and an unnatural match between 
time and sjiacc 

I am glad to be undeceived respecting the opinion I had 
been erroncoiibly led into on the subject of Johnson's 
criticism on Watts Nothing can be more^udicious, or 
more characteristic of a distinguishing taste, than his ob- 
sen.itions upon that writer, though I think him a little 
mistaken in his notion, that divine subjects have never 
been poetically treated with success A little ihore Christian 
knowledge and experience would perhaps enable him to 
discover excellent poetry, upon spiritual themes, in the 
aforesaid little Qpetor I perfectly acquiesce in the pro- 
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pnety of tending Johnson a copy of my productions ; and 
I think it would be well to send it in our joint names, 
accompanied with a handsome card, such an one as you 
will know how to fabricate, and such as may predispose 
him to a favourable perusal of the book, by coaxing him 
into a good temper , for he is a great bear, with all his 
learning and penetration. 

I forgot to tell you m my last, that I was well pleased 
with your proposed appearance in the title page under the 
naiilaiidf^*the ^itor I do not care under how many names 
yoi^ ^ book that calls me its author In my last 

pieep, smieh I finished the day before yesterday, I have 
told 'the public that 1 live upon the hanks of the Ouse 
thaf public is a great simpleton if it does not know that you 
live in I.ondon ; it will consequently know that I had need 
of the assistance of some fnend in town, and that I could 
have recourse to nobody with more propriety than yourself 
I shall transcribe and submit to your approbation as fast 
.as possible I have now, I think, finished my volume, 
indeed I am almost weary of composing, having spent a 
)ear in doing nothing else. I reckon my volume will con> 
sist of about eight thousand lines The season of dispatch 
which Johnson has so often promised is not yet arrived ; 
a fortnight, and sometimes three weeks elapse before 1 am 
supplied with a new sheet , the next brings us into the 
middle of Hope, which I account the middle of the vo- 
lume, consequently, unless he proceeds with more celerity, 
the publishing moment will escape us this year, as it did 
the last : for his own sake, however, I should suppose he 
will catch It if he can, and be ready to exhibit by the 
meeting of'.^arliament after the Christmas recess. 

Mrs. Uninq is well, and sends her love Our thanks arc 
due for a fine piece of skait and some prawns, both as 
fresh gLwhen they took leave of their native element Wc 
heartilxmish Mrs. Newton better than pntty well, and the 
recovef^of all the invalids in your family. 

• Yours, my dear friend. 


W. C. 
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CLXXX. 

WATS OF THE WOBLD-FEBLINO WITH EEOAJtH 
TO THE APPHOAOHnira PUBUOATION OF 
HIS VOLUME. 

TO THE REV WILLIAM UHWIN 
MI DEAR FRIEND, Oot 6, 1781. 

What a world are you daily conversant with, which t 
ha\u not seen these twenty years, and shall ncrr^r see 
aKain ' The arts of dissipation (1 suppose) are ne'where 
practised with more refinement or success than at4Iie4>Iace 
of )our present residence By your account of it, it SRems 
to be just what it was when I visited it, a scene of idleness 
and luxury, music, dancing, cards, wallcing, riding, bathing, 
eating, drinking, coffee, tea, scandal, dressing, yawning, 
sleeping , the rooms, perhaps more magnificent, because 
the proprietors are grown ncher, but the manners and 
occupations of the company just the same Though my. 
life has long been like that of a recluse, I have not the 
temper of one, nor am I in the least an enemy to chccr- 
fulncis and good humour , but I cannot envy you your 
situation , 1 even feel myself constrained to prefer the 
silence of this nook, and the snug fire side in our own dimi- 
nutn c parlour, to all the splendour and gaiety of Brighton 
You ask me, bow I feel on the occasion of my approach- 
ing publication Perfectly at my ease. If I bad not been 
prett) well assured before hand that my tranquillity would 
be but little endangered by such a measure, I would never 
have engaged in it , for 1 cannot bear disturbance. I have 
had in view two principal objects , first, to amuse myself, — 
and secondly, to compass that point in such a manner, 
that others might possibly be the better for my aniusc- 
lucnt If I have succeeded, it will give me pleasure , but 
if I have failed, 1 sliall not be mortified to the d^wM that 
might perhaps be expected I remember an on' adage, 
(though no where it is to be found,) “dene \ixit, gut bene 
lafutt” and if I had recollected it at the nght time, ■ it 
should have been the motto to my book. By the way, it 
will make aq eKtelleut one for Retirement, if you can but 
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tell, me whom to quote for it The critics cannot deprive 
I me of the pleasure 1 have in reflecting, that so far as my 
' leisure has been employed in writing for the public, it has 
liecn conscientiously employed, and with a view to then 
advantage There is nothing agreeable, to be sure, in be- 
ing chronicled for a dunce , hut I lieliuve there lives not a 
man upon earth who would be less affected by it than my- 
self. With all this indilfercncc to fame, which you know 
me tooj^ell to suppose me capable of affecting, I have taken 
the utrabst* pains to deserve it This may appear a mys- 
tery oti|Kparadox in practice, but it is true I considered 
that the,taste of the day is refined, and delicate to excess, 
and that to disgust the delicacy of taste, by a slovenly in- 
attention to it, would be to forfeit at once all hope of being 
useful i and for this reason, though I have written more 
verse this last year than perhaps any man in England, I 
have finished, and polished, and touched, and retouched, 
with the utmost care If after all I should be converted 
•into waste paper, it may be my misfortune, but it will not 
be my fault I shall bear it with the most perfect serenity 

1 do not mean to give ^acopy ■ he is a good-natured 

little man, and crows exactly like a cock, but knows no more 
of verse than the cock he imitates 
Whoever supposes that Lady Austen’s fortune is preca- 
rious, is mistaken. I can assure you, upon the ground of 
the most circumstantial and authentic information, that it is 
both genteel and perfectly safe Yours, W. C 

i CLXXXI 

LIOENf^WHIOH MEN CLAIM FOB THEMSELVES 
ON THE SOOBE OF SX7FF0SED OENITTS- 
AFFAIBS OF THE ST7NDAT EVEN- 
INO MEETINO AT ONLE7. 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON 
MY DLAR FBUNOi 

• I WOULD not Willingly deprive you of any comfort, and 
therefore would wish you to comfort yourself as much as you 
can with a notion that you are a more bountiful correspondent 
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than I You will give me leave in the mean time, however, 
to assert to myself a share in the same species of conso- 
lation, and to enjoy the flattenng recollection that I have 
sometimes written three letters to your one I never knew 
a poet, ixcept myself, who was punctual in any thing, or to 
lie depended on fertile due discharge of any duty, except 
what he thoimht he owed to the Muses. The moment a 
man takes it into his foolish head that he has what the 
world calls (lenius, he gives himself a discharge from the 
servile drudgery of all friendly offices, and bccoim^s good 
for nothing, except in the pursuit of his favoiirit££mploy- 
ment. But I am not yet vain enough to think myself 
entitled to such self-conferred honours, and though I have 
sent much poetry to the jiress, or, at least, what I hope my 
readers will account such, am still as desirous as ever of a 
place in your heart, and to take all opportunities to con- 
vince you that you have still the same in mine My atten- 
tion to my (loetical function has, I confess, a little interfered 
of late with iny other employments, and occasioned my 
writing less frequently than I should have otherwise done 
But It IS over, at least for the present, and I think for some- 
time to come I have transcrilied Retirement, and send it 
You will lie so good as to forward It to Johnson, who will 
forward it, 1 suppose, to the public, in his own time , but 
not very speedily, moving as he docs The post brought 
me .1 sheet tins afternoon, but we have not yet reached 
the end of Hope 

Mr S< ott, I perceive by yours to him, has mentioned 
one of his troubles, but I lielieve not the prmcipal one 
The question, whether he shall have an assihant at the 
great house in Mr G Kalian, is still a question, or, at 
lea-it, a subject of discontent, ^tween Mr Scott and the 
people In a tite-d-tete 1 had with this candidate for the 
chair, in the course of the last week, I told him my 
thoughts upon the subject plainly , advised him to change 
places, by the help of fancy, with Mr. Scott, for a moment, 
and to ask himself how he would hke a self-intruded depu- 
ty , advised him likewise by no means to address Wr 
Scott any more upon the matter, for that he might be sure 
he would never Konsent to it, and concluded with telling 



TO MRS. COWPBB. 


245 


him, that if he persisted in his purpose of speaking to the 
people, the probable consequence would be, that sooner nr 
later, Mr. Scott would be forced out of the parish, and the 
blame of his expulsion would all light upon him. He heard, 
approved and, I think the very next day, put all my good 
counsel to shame, at least a considerable part of it, by 
applying to Mr Scott, in company with Mr. Perry, for his 
permission to speak at the Sunday evening lecture Mr 
Scott, as I had foretold, was immoveable , but offered, for 
the satisfi^ion of liis hearers, to preach three times to them 
on the Sabbath, which he could have done, Mr Jones 
having kindly offered, though without their knowledge, to 
officiate for him at Weston Mr Kaban answered, “That 
will not do. Sir , it is not what the people wish , they want 
variety ” Mr Scott replied very wisely, “If they do, they 
must be content without it , it is not my duty to indulge 
th.U humour " This is the last intelligence I have had 
upon the subject I received it not from Mr Scott, but 
from an car-witness. 

I did not suspect, till the Reviewers told me so, that you 
are in.ide up of artifice and design, and that your ambition 
IS to delude your hearers Well — I suppose they please 
themselves with the thought of having mortified you , hut 
how much are they mistaken * They shot at you, and their 
.-irrow struck the llible, recoiling, of course, upon them- 
selves My turn will come, for I think 1 shall hardly 
escape a threshing 

Yours, my dear Sir, 

and Mrs. Newton’s, Wm. COWPKR 


CLXXXII 

DRIFT OF HIS POEMS— FEEUNOS TOWARDS 

the dead. 


TO MRS COW'PER 

’ MY DICAR COUSIN, Oct. 19, 1781 

Your fear lest I should think you unworthy of my corres- 
pondence, on account of your delay to answer, may change 
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sides non, and more properly belongs to me. It is long 
since I received your last, and yet I lielieve I can say truly 
that not a post has gone by me since the receipt of it that 
has not reminded me of the debt I owe you, for your ob- 
liging and unreserved communications both in prose and 
verse, especially for the latter, because I consider them as 
marks of your peculiar confidence. The truth is, I have 
been such a verse-maker myself, and so busy in preparing 
a volume for the press, which I imagine wilt make its appear- 
ance in the course of the winter, that I hardly had leisure 
to listen to the calls of any other engagement It is however 
finished, .ind gone to the printer’s, and I have nothing now 
to do with It, hut to corret t the sheets as they are sent 
to me, and consign it over to the judgment of the 
public It IS a bold undertaking at this time of day, 
when so many writers of the greatest abilities have 
gone before, who seem to have anliciiKited every valu- 
able subject, as well as all the graces of poetical embellish- 
ment, to step forth into the world in the character of a ' 
bard, especially when it is considered, that luxiirj, idleness 
and vice, liavc debauched the public taste, and that nothing 
hardly is welcome but childLsh fiction, or what has at least 
a tendency to excite a laugh I thought, however, that I 
had stumbled upon sonic subjects, that had never before 
been poetically treated, and upon some others, to whi"h I 
imagined it would nut be difhcult to give an air of novelty 
by the manner of treating them My sole drift is to be use- 
ful , a point which however I knew I should m vain aim at, 
unless I could be likewise entertaining 1 have therefore 
fixed these two strings upon my boiv, and bj the help of 
both have done mj best to send my arrow to the mark 
My readers will hardly have bt^un to laugh, liefore they will 
be called upon to correct that levity, and peruse me with a 
more serious air As to the effect, I leave it alone m His 
hands, ivho can alone produce it neither prose nor verse 
can reform the manners of a dissolute age, jnuch less can 
they inspire a sense of religious obligation, unless assisted 
and made efficacious by the power who superintends the 
tiuth he has vouchsafed to impart 
You made nijT heart ache with a sympathetic sorrow, when 
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joii described the state of your mind on occasion of >oiir 
late visit into Hertfordshire Had I been previously in- 
formed of your journey before you made it, 1 should have 
been able to have foretold all your feelings «ith the most 
unernng certainty of prediction You will never cease to 
feci upon that subject , but with yourpnnciples of resigna- 
tion, and acquiescence in the divine will, you will always 
feel as becomes a Christian Wc arc forbidden to murmur, 
hut we ire not forbidden to regret , and whom wc loved 
tenderly while living we may still pursue w ith an affectionate 
remembrance, without having any occasion to charge our- 
selves with rebellion against the sovereignty that appointed 
a separation A day is coming when 1 am confident you 
will sec and know, that mercy to both parties was the prin- 
cipal agent in a scene, the recollection of which is still 
painful \V C 


ci,xx\ni 

THE WORD THERE PROPERLY USED, IN ITS 
OOMUON THOUGH LESS EXACT MEANING 

TO MK JC/llNSON, UOOKSKCLkK 

SII., Ohiey, Oct 2(1, 17H1 

I vcKNOWLRDOF With plcasuTC thc accuracy of your re- 
mark on thc two lines you have scored in thc first page of 
the incolsed sheet , but though the word tJure in its critical 
and proper use is undoudtedly an adverb denoting locality, 
vet I cannot but think that in thc familiar strain of poetical 
colloquy (esjiecially if thc gay careless air of the speaker in 
the present instance be considered) a less exact application 
of It may be allowed ^Vc say in common speech — you was 
scrupulous on that occasion , Utere I think you was wrong, 
— meaning in that part of your conduct I do not know 
indeed that I should hesitate to give it that sense, if I were 
v>ritii,g prose^or the pn-ss instep of verse, or on any other 
occasion whatsoever 

The unexpected arrival of the inclosed so soon after the 
foregoing sheet has inspired me with hop^ that your prin- 
ter IS about to proceed with the alacrity he promised so long 
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Since It proves, hovever, that he is capable of great dis- 
patch when he is pleased to use it 
1 am Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, Wk. COWPER. 


CLXXXIV 

MB. BATES’S OPINION OF THE PEEFAOE-gOWPEB 
THINKS IT IN OHABAOTEB WITH THE WBITEB, 
AND LIKELY TO EXCITE CUBIOSITT. -MB. 800TT 
AND MB. BAEAN 

10 THE REV JOHN NEWTON 

MV UKAK FRIENO, Oct. 22, 1781. 

Mr. Di^TEs, without intending it, has passed a severer 
censure upon the modern world of readers, than any that 
can be found in my volume If they are so merrily dispos- 
ed, in the midst of a thousand calamities, that they will not 
deign to read a preface of three or four pages, because the 
purport of It IS senous, they are far gone indeed, and in the 
last stage of a phrenzj, such as I suppose has prevailed in 
all nations that have been exemplarily punished, just before 
the infliction of t!ic sentence But though he lives in the 
world he has so ill an opinion of, and ought therefore to 
know it better than I, who have no intercourse with it at all, 
I am willing to hope that he may be mistaken. Curiosity 
IS an universal passion. There are few people who think a 
book worth their reading, but feel a desire to know some- 
thing about the writer of it This desire will naturally 
lead thepi to peep into the preface, where they will soon 
find that a little perseverance will furnish them with some in- 
formation IX) the subject I^ therefore, your preface finds no 
readers, I shall take it for granted that it is because the 
book Itself IS accounted not worth their notice Be that as 
It may, it is quite sufficient that I have played the antic 
myself for their diversion , and that, in a state of dejection 
such as they are absolute strangers to, I have sometimes put 
uii an air of cheerfulness and vivacity, to which I am myself 
in reality a stranger, for the sake of winning their attention 



TO THK BEV. J. MEWrOX. 


249 


to useful matter. I cannot endure the thought for a mo- 
ment, that you should descend to niy level on the occasion, 
and court their favour in a style not more unsuitable to 
your function, than to the constant and consistent strain 
of your whole character and conduct. No — let the preface 
stand I cannot mend it 1 could easily make a jest of 
It, but It is better as it is. 

By the way — will it not be proper, as you have taken 
some notice of the modish dress I wear in Tahle-Talk, to 
include Cottiursatian in the same dcscnption, which is 
(the first half of it, at least,) the most airy of the two? 
They will otherwise think, perhaps, that the observation 
might as well have been sixtred entire!) , though I should 
have been sorry if it had, for when I am jocular I do 
violence to myself, and am therefore pleased with your 
telling them, in a civil way, that I play the fool to amuse 
them, not because I am one myself, but because I have a 
foolish world to deal with 

I am inclined to think that Mr Scott will no more be 
troubled by Mr. Raban, with applications of the sort I 
mentioned in mv last Mr. Scott, since I wrote that 
account, has related to us, himself, what passed in the 
course of their interview , and, it seems, the discourse 
ended with his positive assurance, that he never wrould con- 
sent to the measure, though at the same time, he declared 
he would never interrupt or attempt to suppress it. To 
which Mr. Raban replied, that unless he had his free con- 
sent, he should never engage in the office It is to be 
hoped, therefore, that, in time, that part of the people, 
who may at present be displeased with Mr Scott for with- 
holding his consent, will grow cool upon the subject, and 
be satisfied with receiving their instruction from their pro- 
per minister. 

I beg you will, on no future occasion, leave a blank for 
Mrs Newrton, unless you have first engaged her promise to 
fill It : for (hus we lose the pleasure of your company, 
without being indemnified for thv. loss, by the acquisition of 
bers Johnson sent me two sheets in the course of the 
last ten days, to my great astonishment I complimented 
him upon his alacrity in hopes tha^ encouragement 
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might ensure the continuance of it The next sheet will 
bting the beginning of Chanty, Our love to you both 

Yours, my dear friend, Wm. COWPER. 

CLXXXV 

beAjbotions of the oabeless state of Tsm 

BIOHEB CfiLASd-HINTS TO A FATHER. 

TO THB KLW WILLIAM UNWIN. 

MT DKAB WILLIAM, NoV, 6, 1781. 

I r.ivK you ]oy of your safe return from the lips of the 
great deep. You did not indeed discern many signs of 
bobricty, or true misdom, among the people of Brighthelm- 
stone, liut It is not possible to observe the manners of a 
multitude, of whatever rank, without learning something ; 
1 mean, if a man has a mind like yours, capable of reflec- 
tion If he sees nothing to imitate, he is sure to see some- 
thing to avoid , if nothing to congratulate his fellow crea- 
tures upon, at least much to excite his compassion There 
IS not, I think, so melancholy a sight in the world, — (an 
hospital is not to be compared with it, — ) as that of a 
thousand persons distinguished by the name of gentry, 
who, gentle perhaps by nature, and made more gentle by 
education, have the appearance of being innocent and 
inoffensive, yet lieing destitute of all religion, or not at all 
governed by the religion they profess, are none of them at 
any great distance from an eternal state, where self-decep- 
tion will lie impossible, and where amusements cannot 
enter. Some of them, we may say, will be reclaimed ; — 
it IS most probable indeed that some of them will, because 
mercy, if one may be allowed the expression, is fond of 
distinguishing itself by seeking it> objects among the most 
desperate cases , but the Scripture gives no encourage- 
ment to the warmest chanty to hope for deliverance for 
them all. When I see an afflicted and an unhappy man, 
I say to myself, there is perhaps a man whbm the world 
would envy, if they knew the value of his sorrows, which* 
arc possibly intended only to soften his heart, and to turn 
his affections toward their proper centre. But when I see 
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or hear of a crowd of voluptuaries, who have no ears but 
for music, no eyes but for splendour, and no tongue but 
for impertinence and folly, — I say, or at least I see occa- 
sion to say — This is madness * — This persisted in must 
have a tragical conclusion — It will condemn you, not only 
as Christians unworthy of the name but as intelligent 
creatures — You know by the light of nature, if you have 
not quenched it, that there is a God, and that a life hke 
yours cannot be according to bis will 

I ask no pardon of you for the gravity and glooininess of 
these reflections, which I stumbled on when I least expec- 
ted It ; though, to s|y -the truth, these or others of a like 
com||lexion are sure^' occur to me, when I think of a 
scene of public diversion like that you have lately left. 

1 remember Mr well ; a man famous for nothing 

but idling away his time at the coflec-housc, and bathing 
upon the open beach without the decent use of a machine. 

1 may say upon the surest ground, that the world to which 
• he conforms despises him for doing so , because I remem- 
ber well that I and my party, who hiid not a gram of reli- 
gion amongst us, always mentioned him with disdain ; his 
charitable profanation of the sabbath will never earn him 
any other wages 

I am inclined to hope that Johnson told you the truth, 
when he said he should publish me soon after Christmas. 
His press has been rather more punctual in its remittances 
than It used to be , we have now but little more than two 
of the longest pieces, and the small ones that are to follow, 
by way of epilogue, to pnnt off, and then the affair is 
finished But once more 1 am obliged to gape for franks ; 
only these, which I hope will be the last I shall want,' at 
yours and Mr. Smith’s convenient leisure 

We rejoice that you have so much reason to be satisfied 
with John’s proficiency The more spirit he has the better, 
if his spirit be but manageable, and put under such ma- 
nagement as your prudence and Mrs Unwin's will 
suggest I liked not guard you against severity, of which 
d conclude there is no need, and which I am sure you are 
not at all inclined to practise without it , but perhaps if 
J was to whisper, “beware of too much aindulgence !”— 'I 
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should only give a hint that the fondness of a father for a 
fine boy might seem to justify. I have no particular reason 
for the caution, at this distance it is not possible that I 
should, but m a case like yours an admonition of that sort 
seldom wants propriety. 

Your mother has been considerably indisposed with a 
sore throat and feverish complaint, but is well again, except 
that her strength, which is never that of an Amazon, is not 
quite restored Her love attends you and your family, and 
mine goes with it 

Yours, my dear friend, W. C. 

CLXXXVI. ' 

WONDER AT BEOOMINa AN AUTHOB-HB. BULL 
AND MB. aOOTT-OLNEY NEWS. 

TO THE REV. JOHM NEWTON 
HY DEAR PRIRXD, Nov 7, 1781. 

So TAR as Johnson is to be depended on, and I begin to 
hope that he is now m earnest, 1 think myself warranted to 
furnish you with an answer to the question which you say 
so often moots you Mr Unwin made the same enquiry 
at his shop in his way to Stock from Ilnghthelmstone, 
when he assured him that the book would be printed off 
in a month, and ready for publication after the holidays 
For some time past the business has proceeded glibly, and 
if he perseveres at the same rate, it is probable bis answer 
will prove a true one 

^ Having discontinued the practice of verse-making for 
some weeks, I now feel quite incapable of resuming it , 
and can only wonder at it, as one of the most extraordi- 
nary incidents in my life, that I should have composed a 
volume Had it been suggested to me as a practicable 
thing, in better days, though 1 should have been* glad to 
have found it so, many hindrances would have conspired to 
withhold me for such an enterprise. I should not have 
dared, at that time of day, to have committed my name to 
the public, and my reputation to the hazard of their opinion. 
But It IS otherwi^ with iQc now. I am more indifferent 
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about what may touch me in that point, than ever I was 
m my life The stake that would then have seemed im< 
portant, now seema trivial , and it is of little consequence 
to me, who no longer feel myself possessed of what I 
accounted infinitely more valuable, whether the world’s 
verdict shall pronounce me a poet, or an empty pretender 
to the title. This happy coldness towards a matter so 
generally interesting to all rhymers, left me quite at liberty 
for the undertaking, unfettered by fear, and under no res- 
traints of that diffidence, which is my natural temper, and 
which would either have made it impossible for me to 
commence an autl\or by name, or would have insured my 
miscarriage if I had?^ I^my last dispatches to Johnson, I 
sent him a new edition of the title-page, having discarded 
the I,atin paradox which stood at the head of the former, 
and added a French motto to that from Virgil It is taken 
from a volume of the excellent C arac cioli, called joutsmnet 
it sot-ntime, and strikes me as'peculiarly apposite to my 
•purpose. 

Mr Bull IS an honest man We have seen him twice 
since he received your orders to march hither, and faith- 
fully told us It was m consequence of those orders that he 
came He dined with us yesterday , we were all in pretty 
good spirits, and the day p.assed very agreeably It is not 
long since he called on Mr Scott Mr Raban came in 
Mr Bull began, addressing himself to the former. My 
fnend, you are m trouble you are unhappy , I read it in 
)our countenance. Mr. Scott replied, he had been so, but 
he was better Come then, says Mr Bull, I will expound 
to you the cause of all your anxiety You are too com- 
mon, you make yourself cheap Visit your people less, 
and converse more with your own heart How often do 
you speak to them m the week’ — “Thrice ”^Ay, there it 
is > Your sermons are an old ballad , your prayers are 
an old ballad , and you are an old Imllad too — “I would 
wish to tread in the steps of Mr Newton ” — ^You do well 
to follow his steps in all other instances , but m this ins- 
tSince you are wrong ; and so was he Mr Newton trod a 
path which no man but himself could have used so long 
as he did, and he wore it out long before he went from 

22 
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Olney. Too much familiarity and condescension cost him 
the estimation of his people. He thought he should in- 
sure their love, to vduch he had the best possible title, 
and by those very means he lost it Be wise, my fnend , 
take warning; make yourself scarce, if you wish that 
persons of little understanding should know how to pnze 
you. 

When he related to us this harangue, so nicely adjusted 
to the case of the third person present, it djd us both 
good, and as Jacques says, 

“It iiiiule my lunga to orow like chsntiolear 
Airs Unwin wishes me to inform you, that the character 

of Thomas is no longer a doubtful one at Olney He 

!•> much addicted to public-houses, and everybody knows 
it Geary Ball led him home drunk from one of them not 
long since, where he had been playing at quoits, and rega- 
ling himself with drink till he was unable to stand unsup- 
ported She thought it the part of a friend to communicate 
to you this piece of intelligence, that you may not lend , 
him money and lose it He used frequently to borrow of 
us, but we intend henceforth to discontinue our aids of 
that sort 

I have only seen Mr. Jones since I received your last, 
and have had no opportunity to mention to him your en- 
quiry He was alive, yesterday, however, and not long 
since spoke of an intended journey to I/ondon 
We wish your letter to youi parishioners may have the 
best effects, and shall be glad to read it. Many thanks for 
three couple of mackerel, perfectly fresh. Our love of you 
both, though often sent to London, is still with us If it 
IS not an inexhaustible well, (there is but one love that can, 
with propriety, be called so,) it is, however, a very deep 
one, and not likely to fail while we are living. 

Yours, my dear sir. 


W. C 
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CLXXXVII 

MABTIN MADAN-MB. HAWBIS'S intended at- 
tack ON ms OHABAOTEB-OLNET 

EC0LE81AST10AL NEWS. 

TO THE REV JOHN NEWTON. 

HY DEAR nUEVD, Nov, IB, 1781 

1 REALLY think youi apprehensions for Mr Madan are but 
too well founded I should be more concerned than sur- 
prised to find them verified. Sanguine and confident as he 
has been, his mortification will be extreme when he finds 
that what he took for terra firma, was a mere vapour hang- 
ing in the horizon, in pursuit of which he has run hi9 
vessel upon shoals that must prove fatal to her Discover 
ers of truth are generally sob^, modest, and humble , and 
if their discoveries are less valued by mankind than they 
deserve to be, can bear the disappointment with patience 
and equality of temper But hasty reasoners and confident 
*asscrters are generally wedded to an hypothesis, and trans- 
ported With joy at their fancied acquisitions, are impatient 
under contradiction, and grow wild at the thoughts of a 
refutation Never was an air-built castle more completelv 
demolished than his is likely to be , 1 wish with you that 
he may be able to sustain the shock, but am at a loss to 
conceive how he should do it After awakening the atten- 
tion of mankind, and calling the world around him to lic- 
ten to his 'Evpnka, after having distressed the serious, and 
excited the curiosity, (perhaps the appetite,) of the giddy 
and unthinking, to find himself balBed with so much ease, 
and refuted with such convincing perspicuity on the part 
of his opponent, must give a terrible blow to every passion 
that engaged him in the task, and that was soothed and 
gratified to the utmost by his fancied success in it. This 
may, (and every considerate person will wish it may,) dis- 
pose him to a serious recollection and examination of his 
past conduct, gnd work in him a reform more valuable to 
him than the possession of all Solomon’s wives would be, 
or even the establishment of polygamy by law. Surely the 
poor lunatic who uses his blanket for a robe, and imagines 
that a few straws struck whimsically througR his hair are a 
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royal diadem, is not more to be pitied, perhaps less, than 
the profound reasoner who turns over shelves of folios with 
infinite industry and toil, and at the end of all his labour 
finds that he has grasp^ a shadow, and made himself 
a jest to the bystander 

I shall be obliged to you if, when you have had an 
opportunity to learn, you will let me know how he bears 
the brunt, whether he hardens himself against conviction, 
which in this case is scarcely possible, whether he repents 
of what IS past, or whether he is quite overwhelmed by re- 
gret and fruitless sorrow. 

You do me an honour I little deserve when you ask my 
opinion upon any occasion, and speak of being determined 
by It Such as it is, however, it is always at your service, 
and would be if it were better worth your having. — The 
dictates of compassion and humanity prompt you to inter- 
pose your good offices in order to prevent the publication 
with which this unhappy man is threatened by Mr. Haw- 
eis. They are advisers you may safely listen to, and de- > 
serve the more attention on the present occasion, as you 
ate perhaps the only man in the world to whom such a 
design has been suggested, and who would know how to 
manage the execution of It with sufficient delicacy and dis- 
cretion The book and the author are distinct subjects, 
and will be for ever accounted such by all reasonable per- 
sons The author, indeed, may suffer by the follies of the 
book, but the latter ought not to Itc judged by the charac- 
ter of the writer. If it were otherwise, yet in this case there 
can be no need of Mr. Hawets, the point in dispute being 
already tried, and Mr. Madan’s arguments condemned at 
the bar of the public. Mr Haweis will hurt himself more 
by one such ungenerous proceeding, than be can possibly 
hurt Mr, Madan by divulging, if he can do it, a thousand 
irregularities in his conduct Sensual and lawless gratifica- 
tions are odious enough, especially in a minister ; but 
double detestation attend the man who, to gratify a pre- 
sent enmity, asails himself of secrets he coula never hitve 
had possession of, had he not once professed himself a 
fnend If it should happen too that Mr Madan’s intellects 
should be sweptraway by such a deluge of obloquy and de- 
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traction, following close upon his present disappointment, 
(an event not at all improbable,) Mr Haweis will have 
reason to wish that he had taken his life rather than des- 
troyed his character He thinks perhaps the interest of the 
cause demands it of him , but when was the cause pro- 
moted by a discovery of the vices or follies of its advocates 
and professors ? On the whole, therefore, if I must ad- 
vise, I would advise to write 

I believe I returned Mrs Newton thanks for the coco.a- 
nuts as soon as we received them, but have now a fresh 
occasion to thank her, Mrs Unwin having received much 
benefit from them, and found her health improved ever 
since she began to eat them 

Our controversies here are at a stand for the present Mr 
Kaban has not yet received the citation with which Mr 
rage threatened him, and the Warringtonians arc content- 
ed not to push forward in the business of the pew till they 
have seen Mr Wright, who is expected here on Tuesday. 
* — Mr Page is very thinly attended , Weston and Clifton 
.and the meetings drink up all his congregation There 
were but fifteen to wait upon his last 'I'hursday’s lecture ; 
— the blessed eficct of quarrelling about straws, when he 
might have had. peace with every body if he had not gone 
out of his way to seek contention His hearers, however, 
complain of great inconsistency in his preaching, and some 
of his warmest partisans, and whose attachment to him has 
lasted the longest, begin to be disgusted 

Many thanlu for two pair of remarkably fine soles, with 
shrimps , they were here in sixteen hours after they set 
nut from London, and cjtnie very opportunely for me, who, 
having a violent cold, could hardly have eaten any 
thing else 

Mrs Unwin intended to have sent a couple of fowls, 
but being taken cut of the coop, one of them appeared to 
be distempered, and two others, on examination, in the 
same ]'redicaiqpnt , one so bad that we were obliged to 
throw It .iway, and the other we gave away, not thinking it 
eatable except by those whose stomachs were less nice 
than our own. It is, I suppose, an epipoultrical malady 

You told me Mrs Newton intended to havS sent me a long 
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story about the fish With both my two eyes, assisted by my 
two glasses, I could make neither more nor less of it than a 
tong song, and so I read the passage to Mrs Unwin once 
and again I should have felt more than •ordinary con- 
cern for the business that preiVented her, and have endea- 
voured by all means to persuade her to resume her inten- 
tion and to send me this song immediately, if Mrs Unwin 
had not some time after discovered, with more sagacity 
than I happened to have in exercise, that, what I took for 
a song was only a story, the insignificant letter t being 
omitt^, and the ry having assumed the appearance on this 
occasion of tneir near relations ng 

Mrs Unwin would have attempted to write, but I 
dissuaded her from it, because even when she is pretty 
well she finds it hurtful , 

You will believe us both, as ever. 
Your obliged and affectionate friends and servants, 

WM AND M— 


CLXXXVin 

PAUL WHITEHEAD’S OHOBT, OOWPERH 
DISLIKE OF anxATiozr. 

TO THE KEV WILLIAM UNWIN. 

MV DKAK VKIKHD, NoV 24, 17S1 

News is always acceptable, especially from another world 
I cannot tell you what h.Ts been done in the Chesapeake, 
but I can tell you what has passed at West Wycombe, iii 
this county Do you feel yourself disposed to give credit 
to the story of an apparition ? 'No, say you I am of 
your mind I do not believe more than one in a hun- 
dred of those tales with which old women finghten children, 
and teach children to fnghten each other. But you an. 
not such a philosopher, I suppose, as to have persuaded 
yourself that an apparition is an impossible thing. You 
can attend to a story of that sort, if well authenticated ? 
Yes Then I can tell you one ’ 

You have heard, no doubt, of the romantic friendship 
that subsisted ouce between Paul Whitehead and Lord !«• 
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Despenscr, the late Sir Francis Dasbwood. —When Paut 
died, he left his lordship a legacy It was his heart, which 
was taken out of his body, and sent as directed Hi« 
friend having built a church, and at that time just finished 
it, used It as a mausoleum upon tins occasion , and having 
(as I think the newspapers told us at the time) erected an 
elegant pillar in the centre of it, on the summit of this 
pillar, enclosed in a golden urn, he placed the heart in 
question But not as a lady places a china figure upon 
her mantel-tree, or on the top of her cabinet, but with 
much respectful ceremony, and all the forms of funeral 
solemnity. He hired the best singers and best performers. 
He composed an anthem for the purpose, he invited all 
the nobility and gentry in the country to assist at the 
celebration of these olisequies, and having formed them 
all into an august procession, marched to the place appoint- 
ed at their head, and consigned the posthumous trc.isuro, 
with his own hands, to its state of honourable elevation, 

. Having thus, as he thought, (and as he might well think, 
for It seems they were both renowned for their infidelity, 
and if they had any religion at all were pagans,) appeased 
the manes of the deceased, he rested satisfied with what 
be had done, and supposed lus friend would rest. But 
not so , — about a week since, I received a letter from a 
person, who cannot have been misinformed, telling mu 
that Paul has appeared frequently of late to bis Ixirdship, 
who labours under a complication of distempers, — that it 
IS supposed the shock he has sufiered from such un- 
expected visits will make his recovery, which was before 
improbable, impossible. Nor is this all ' to ascertain the 
fact, and to put it out of the power of scepticism to argue 
away the reality of it, there are few, if any, of his lordship’s 
numerous household, who have not likewise seen him, 
sometimes in the park, sometimes in the garden, as well as 
m the house, by day and night, indifferently I make no 
reflections upon this incident, having other things to write 
aboui, and but little room. 

, I am much indebted to Mr Smith formorc franks, and still 
more obliged by the handsome note with which he accom- 
panied them. He has furnished me suffici^tly for the prea- 
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ent occasion, and by his readiness, and obliging manner of 
doing It, cncourag^ me to have recourses to him, in case 
another exigence of the same kind should offer. A French 
author I was reading last night says, He that has wntten, 
will write again. If the critics do not set their foot upon this 
first egg that I have laid, and crush it, I shall probably verify 
his observation , and when I feel my spints rise, and that I 
am armed with industry sufficient for the purpose, under- 
take the production of another volume At present, how- 
ever, I do not feel myself so disposed ; and, indeed, he 
that would write, should read, not that he may retail the 
observations of otlier men, but that, being thus refreshed 
and replenished, he may find himself in a condition to 
make and to produce his own I reckon it among my 
principal advantages, as a composer of verses, that I have 
not read an English poet these thirteen years, and but one 
these tnenty years Imitation, even of the best models, is 
my aversion , it is servile and mechamcal, a tnek that has 
enabled many to usurp- the name of author, who could not 
have wntten at all^ if they had not wntten upon the pattern 
of somebody indeed original But when the car and the 
taste have been much accustomed to the manner of others. 
It IS almost impossible to avoid it , and we imitate in spite 
of ourselves, just in proportion as we admire But enough 
of this 

Your mother, who is as well as the season of the year will 
permit, desires me to add her love The salmon you sent us 
arrived safe, and was- remarkably fresh What a comfort it 
is to have a friend who knows tliat we love salmon, and who 
cannot pass by a fishmonger’s shop, without finding his de- 
sire to send us some, a temptation too strong to be resisted ' 
Yours my dear fnend W C 

CI.XXXIX 

PLSASUBE OF 'WBITIHO LETTEBS-SOOIAL 
FEELINO-A FOOO-OUBANTE-FISB. 

TO THE RtV WILLIAM UNWIN * 
iiY DBAS reiBiTD, Nov 28, 1781. * 

I WROTE to you by the last post, supposing you at Stock , 
but lest that letter should not follow you to Laytonstone, 
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and you should suspect me of unreasonable delay, and lest 
the frank you have sent me should degenerate into waste 
paper, and pensh upon my hands, I write again The 
former letter, however, containing .all my present stock of 
intelligence, it is more than possible that this may prove a 
blank, or but little worthy of your acceptance You will 
do me the justice to suppose, that if I could be very enter- 
taining, I would be so, because, by giving me credit for 
such a willingness to please, you only allow me a share of 
that universal vanity, which inclines every man, upon all 
occasions, to exhibit himself to the best advantage To 
say the truth, however, when I write, as I do to you, not 
about business, nor on any subject that approaches to that 
description, I mean much less my correspondent’s amuse- 
ment, which my modesty will not always permit me to hope 
for, than my own. There is a pleasure annexed to the 
communication of one’s ideas, whether by word of mouth, 
or by letter, which nothing earthly can supply the place of 
and It IS the delight we find in this mutual intercourse, 
that not only proves us to be creatures intended for socid 
life, but more than any thing else perhaps fits us for it — I 
h.ive no patience with philosophers , — they, one and all, 
suppose (at least 1 understand it to be a prevailing opinion 
among them) that man’s weakness, his necessities, his in- 
ability to stand alone, have furnished the prevailing motive, 
under the influence of which be renounc^ at first a life of 
solitude, and became a gregarious creature. It seems to 
me more reasonable, as well as more honourable to my 
species, to suppose that generosity of«oul, and a brotherly 
attachment to our own kind, drew us, as it were, to one 
common centre, taught us to build cities, and inhabit them, 
and welcome every stranger, that would cast in his lot 
amongst us, that we might enjoy fellowship with each 
other, and the luxury of reciprocal endearments without 
which a paradise could afford no comfort. There are in- 
deed all sorts of characters in the world ; there are some 
whose understandings are so sluggish, and whose hearts are 
such mere clods, that they live in society without either 
contributing to the sweets of it, or having any relish for 
them. A man of this stamp passes by our wmdow continu- 
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ally ; he draws patterns for the lace maker’s ; I never saw 
him conversing iVith a neighbour but once in my life, though 
I have known him by sight these twelve years ; he is of a 
very sturdy make, has a round belly, extremdy protuberant, 
which he evidently considers as his best friend, because it 
Is his only companion, and it is the labour of bis life to fill 
it. 1 can easily conceive^ that it is merely the love of good 
eating and drinking, and now and then the trant of a new 
pair of shoes, that attaches this man so much to the neigh- 
bourhood of his fellow mortals , for suppose these exigen- 
cies, and others of a like kind, to subsist no longer, and 
what IS there that could possibly give society the preference 
in his esteem ? He might strut about with his two thumbs 
upon his hips iri a wilderness , he could hardly be more 
silent than he is at Olney, and for any advantage, or 
comfort, or friendship, or brotherly affection, he could 
not be more destitute of such blessings there than in his 
present situation. But other men have something more than 
guts to satisfy , there are the yearnings of the heart, which 
let philosophers say what they wifl, are more importunate 
than all the necessities of the body, that will not suffer a 
creature, worthy to be called human, to be content with 
an insulated life, or to look for his friends among the 
beasts of the forest. Yourself for instance I It is not 
because there are no tailors or pastry-cooks to be found 
upon Salisbury Plain, that you do not choose it for your 
abodes but because you are a philanthropist, — because you 
are susceptible of soaal impressions, and have a pleasure 
m doing a kindness When you can — Witness the salmon 
you still mean to send , to which your mother wishes you 
to add a handful of prawns, not only because she likes 
them, but because they agree with her so well that she 
even finds them medicinal. 

Now upon the word of a poor creature, I have said all 
that I have said, without the least intention to say one 
word of It when I began But thus it is with my thoughts — 
when yon shake a crab-tree, the fruit falls , good for 
nothing indeed when you have got it, but still the best* 
that is to be expected from a crab-tree You are welcome 
to them, such as*they are, and if you approve roy senti- 
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ments, tell the philosophers of the day, that I have outshot 
them all, and have discovered the true ongio of society, 
when I least looked for it 

We should be glad to receive this fresh proof of your re- 
gard, VIZ the additional piece of saliQoo, at aoy time 
before Chrisiynaa, W. C. 


cxc. 

pSOTIDENOB-HOaES BBOWNE-AMEEIOAIT WAB. 

TO THE REV. WILUAM UNWIN 

MV OUAB WnXIAM, 

The salmon and lobsters arrived safe, and were remar- 
kably fine , we knew the reason why you sent no prawns, 
before you mentioned it Accept our thanks for the wel- 
come present 

I dare say I do not enter exactly into your idea of a 
present theocracy, because mine amounts to no more than 
*thc common one, that all mankind, though few are really 
aware of it, act under a providential direction, and that a 
gracious superintendence in particular is the lot of those 
who trust in God Thus I think respecting individuals ; 
and with respect to the kingdoms of the earth, that perhaps 
by his own immediate operation, though more prolxibly by 
the intervention of angles, {vide Daniel,) the great Gover- 
nor manages and rules them, assigns them their origin, 
duration, and end, appoints them prospenty or adversity, 
glory or disgrace, as their virtues or their vices, their 
regi^ to the dictates of conscience and his word, or their 
prevailing neglect of both, may indicate and require. But 
m this persuasion, as I said, I do not at all deviate from 
the general opinion of those who believe a Providence, at 
least who have a scriptural belief of it 1 suppose, there- 
fore, you mean something more, and shall be glad to be 
more particularly informed. 

I am glad— i(we arc both so) that you are not afraid of 
SMng your own image multiplied too fast it is not neces- 
sanly a disadvantage It is sometimes easier to manage 
and provide for half a dozen children, than to regulate the 
passions and satisfy the extravagant demafids of one. | 
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remember hearing Moses Browne say, that when he had 
only two or three children, he thought he should have 
been distracted ; but when he had ten or a dozen, he was 
perfectly easy, and thought no more about the matter. 

1 see but one feature in the face of our national concerns 
that pleases me , — the war with America, it seems, is to 
be conducted on a different plan. This is something; 
when a long series of measures, of a certain description, 
has proved unsuccessful, the adoption of others is at least 
pleasing, as it encourages a hope that they may possibly 
prove wiser, and more effectual , but, indeed, without dis- 
cipline, all is lost Pitt himself could have done nothing 
with such tools ; but he would not have been so betrayed , 
he would have made the traitors answer with their heads, 
for thpir cowardice or supineness, and their punishment 
would have made survivors active. W. C. 

CXCI. 

AUEBICAIT WAB-A PABSAaE INONE OF BIB 

FOEUS SUFFBB88ED-MB. NEWTON’S ABDBESS 

TO HIS PABISBIONEBS-IIABTIN UABAM. 

# 

TO THE JOHN NEWTON. 

MT DCAB nUBNlI, Nov 27, 1781 

First Mr Wilson, then Mr Teedon, and lastly Mr 
Whitfoid, each with a cloud of melancholy on his brow, 
and with a mouth wide open, have just announced to us 
this unwelcome intelligence from Amenoa. We are sorry 
to hear it, and should be more cast down than we are, if 
we did not know that this catastrophe was ordained before- 
hand, and that therefore neither conduct, nor courage, nor 
any means that can possibly be mentioned, could have 
prevented it If the King and his ministry can be con- 
tented to close the business here, and, taking poor Dean 
Tucker’s advice, resign the Amencans into, the hands of 
their new mastns. It maybe well for Old England. But 
if they will still persevere, they will find it, I doubt, ah 
hopeless contest to the last. Domestic murmurs will grow 
louder, and the* bands of faction, beiiyi strengthened by 
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this late miscarnage, will find it easy to set fire to the pilh 
of combustibles they have been so long employed in build- 
ing These are my politics ; and for aught 1 can sec, jou 
and we by our respective firesides, though neither connec 
ted with men in power, nor professing to possess any share 
of that sagacity which thinks itself qualified to wield the 
affairs of kingdoms, can make as probable conjectures, and 
look forward into teturity with as clear a sight, as the 
greatest man in the cabinet 

Though when I wrote the passage in question, I was not 
at all aware of any impropriety in it, and though I have 
frecjuently since that time both read and recollected it with 
the same approbation, I lately became uneasy upon the 
subject, and had no rest in my mind for three days, till I 
resolved to submit it to a triad at your tribunal, and to dis- 
pose of It ultimately according to your sentence I am 
glad you hate condemned it, and though I do not feel 
as if I 'could presently supply Its place, shall be willing to 
" attempt the task, wWever labour it may cost me , and 
rejoice that it will not be in the power of the critics, 
whatever else they may charge me with, to accuse me of 
bigotry, or a design to make a certain denomination of 
Christians odious, at the haiSird of the public peace. I 
had rather niy book were burnt, than a single line guilty 
of such a tendency should escape me 

We thank you for two copies of your Address to your 
Parishioners The first I lent to Mr Scott, whom I have 
not seen since I put it into his hands You have managed 
your subject well , have applied yourself to despisers and 
absentees of every description, in terms so expressive of 
the interest you take in their welfare, that the most wrong- 
headed person cannot be offended We both wish it may 
have the effect you intend, and that prejudices and ground- 
less apprehensions being removed, the immediate objects 
of your ministry may make a more considerable part of 
your congregation 

I return Mr. Madan's letter, with thanks for a sight of 
It Having forfeited all the rest of his most valuable attach- 
ments without regret, and sacniiced 1 suppose many of his 
dearest connexions to bis beloved hypothesis, he still le- 

23 
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collects that he had once a warm place in your affections, 
and seems still unwilling to resign it It is easy to see 
that 1 and my book were mentioned, merely berause we 
afforded him an opportunity to renew a correspondence, 
which, blind as he is, and intoxicated with error, he still 
catches at with eagerness, and cannot prevail with himself 
to renounce. But yet how obstmate, and, in appearance^ 
how perfectly a stranger to the convincing aiguments by 
which his whole edifice of sophistry and misinterpretation 
has been so completely demolished ' Has he never seen 
his opponent in the Review 7 If he has, he ought at least to 
attempt to answer him To treat so able and so learned a 
writer with neglect, is but a paltry subterfuge, and no 
reasonable man will ever give him credit for the sincerity 
of the contempt he may affect for a critic so deserving of 
his attention If he has not, his behaviour is disingenuous 
to the last degree, and will, I suppose, as little serve his 
purpose. A champion has no right to despise his enemy 
till he has faced and vanquished him But henceforth I > 
.suppose this noisy subject will be silent , may it rest in 
peace, and may none be hardy enough hereafter to disturb 
its ashes 

Many thanks for a barrel of oysters, which we are still 
eating Nanny Futtenham desires me to send her duty 
.she is brought to bed, and enjoys a more comfortable frame 
of mind The letter from Mr Old ought to have waited 
on you with niy last, but was forgot Our best love attends 
yourself and Mrs Newton 

Yours, my dear Sir, as ever, W C 

CXCII 

AFBAOMENT-A PABACIBAPH IN LATIN-LUTBB 
mSEBTED IN THE POEM AT MSB. UNWIN'S 
SnOOESTION-OBiaiN OF HIB EPIOBAM OF 
MAST AND JOHN- A VI8IT0B. 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON , 

[iBAOlUlIT] 

MV DiAB VBiEND, The Same date * 

A VISIT for Mr. Whitford shortened one of your letters 
to me , and now the same cause has operated with the same 
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effect upon one of mine to you He is just gone ; desired 
me to send his love, and tal^ of enclosing a letter to you 
in my next cover 

Ziferas fuas trato Sacerdoti scrtfttaSf legi, perUgt, et ne 
vtrbum qutdem tnuiandum censeo Grattas tUn aeturum si 
saptat, extstimo , stn alxtir eventai, amta tamtn offiemm 
prasMtsti, et te coram te viaduash 

I have not written in Latin to show my scholarship, nor 
to excite Mrs Newton's cunosity, nor for any other wise 
reason whatever , but merely because, just at that moment. 
It came into ray head to do so 

Mrs Unwin having suggested the hint, I have added just 
as many lines to my poem lately mentioned as make up 
the whole number two hundred I had no intention to 
write a round sum, but it has happened so She thought 
there was a fair opportunity to give the bishops a slap , and 
as It would not have been civil to have denied a lady so 
reasonable a request, I have just made the powder fly out 
-of their wigs a little 

I never wrote a copy of Mary and John in my life, except 
that which I sent to you It was one of those bagatelles 
which sometimes spring up like mushrooms in my imagina- 
tion, cither while I am writing or just before 1 begin I 
sent It to you, because to you I send any thing that I think 
may raise a smile , but should never have thought of mul- 
tiplying the impression Neither did I ever repeat them to 
any one except Mrs Unwin The inference is fair and 
easy that you have some friend who has a good memory 

This afternoon the maid opened the parlour-dooT,and told 
us there was a lady in the kitchen. We desired she might 
he introduced, and prepared for the reception of Mrs 
Jones But it proved to be a lady unknown to us, and not 
Mrs Jones. She walked directly up to Mrs Unwin, and 
never drew back till their noses were almost in contact It 
seemed as if she meant to salute her An uncommon de- 
gree of familiarity, accompanied with an air of most extra- 
ordinary gravity, made me think her a little crazy. I was 
alarmed, and so was Mrs. Unwin She had a bundle in 
her hand— a silk handkerchief tied up at the four corners 
When I found she was not mad, I took her for a smuggler. 
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and made no doubt but she had brought samples of con- 
traband goods But OUT surprise, considering the lady’s 
appearance and deportment, was tenfold what it had been, 
when we found that it was Mary Philips’s daughter, 
who had brought us a few apples by way of a specimen of 
a quantity she had for sale Slie drank tea with us, and 
behaved herself during the rest of her stay with much— 
tera dtsuni 


CXCIII 

A FABAGBAPH FBOM EXFOSTULATIOXT 
WITHDBAWN. 

rO MR JOHNSON, BOOKSELIJi.R. 
aiB, Olney, Nov 27, 1781 

You will oblige me by telling me in your next, whether, 
if I should Imd it proper to displace a paragraph m Expot- 
tultthmi, and sub&tKutc another in its stead, there is yet 
time for the purpose I have doulits about the expedience 
of mentioning the subject on which that paragraph is 
written 

Many thanks for your judicious remarks 

I am, Ac. Wm COVVPER. 

CXCIV ^ 

OESIBING HIS FBIEND TO SHBSOBIBE FOB HIU 
TO SOME OIBOULATINO I.TBRABY 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ 

Mr DEAR FanniD, Nov 30, 1781 

Though I have a deal of wit, and Mrs Unwin has much 
more, it would require more than our joint stock amounts 
to, to answer all the demands of these gloomy days and 
long evenings. Books are the only remedy I can think 
of, but books are a commodity we deal but I^tle in at 01- 
ncy If therefore it may consist with your other various 
mulufanous concerns, I shall be obliged to you if you will 
be so good as to subscribe for me to some well-fumished 
r.nulaung libraly, and leave my address upon the counter, 



TO JOSEPH HILT,, ESQ. 


2fi» 

wntten in a legible band, and order them to send me down 
a catalogue. Their address you will be so good as to tran- 
smit to me, and then you shall have no further trouble 

This being merely a letter of business I add no more, 
but that. I am yours, Wh. COWPEK 

CXCV 

SALE OF HIS OHAMBEBS-TWO POEMS PBEDIC- 
TINO SnCOESS m the AMEBICAN WAB, 
BUFFBESSED. 

10 JObKPH HILL, FSQ 

MY DBAB niBKD, Dec 2, 1781 

1 THANK you for the note. There is some advantage in 
having a tenant who is irregular in his payments the 
longer the rent is withheld, the more considerable the sum 
when It arrives , to which we may add, that its arrival being 
unexpected, a circumsUnce that obtains always in a degree 
exactly in proportion to the badness of the tenant, is always 
sure to be the occ.asioii of an agreeable surprise , a sensa- 
tion that deserves to be ranked among the pleasantest tliat 
belong to us 

I gave two hundred and fifty pounds for the chamber^. 
Mr Ashurst’s receipt, and the receipt of the person of 
whom he purchased, are both among my papers .and 
when wanted, as I suppose they will be in case of a salt, 
shall be forthcoming at your order 

The conquest of Amenca seems to go on but slowly. 
Our ill success in that quarter will oblige me to sup|>rcss' 
two pieces that I was rather proud of They were written 
two or three years ago , not long after the double repulse 
siisuined by Mr D’Estaing at loicia and at Savannah, and 
when our operations in the western world wore a more 
promising aspect. Fiesumingr upon such promises, that 
I might venture to prophesy an illustnous consummation 
, of the war, I did so But my predictions proving Gdse, the 
verse in which they were expressed must perish with them 

Since I began to write, I have searched all the paiiera I 
have, and cannot find the receipts abtrve-mentiunuL I 
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hope, however, they are not essoitial to the validity of the 
transaction 

Yours, my dear Sir, Wm. COWPER. 


CXCVI. 

POUTIOB REETOnKOED THEHrOEroRTH-OOWPER 
TOBP UP TO DEUOHT IN POUTIOAL SONOS 

MU. HATtWAM 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTOH. 

MV DEAR niEND, Dec. 4, 1781 

The present to the Queen of Fiance, and the piece ad- 
dressed to Sir Joshua Reynolds, my only two political 
eflbrts, being of the predictive kind, and both falsified, or 
likely to be so, by the miscarriage of the royal cause in 
.\inenca, were already condemned when I received your 
last 1 have a poetical epistle which I wrote last summer, 
and another poem not yet finished, in stanzas, with which 
1 mean to supply their places Henceforth I have done 
with politics This stage of national affairs is such a fluc- 
tuating scene, that an event which appears probable to-day 
becomes impossible to-morrow , and unless a man were 
indeed a prophet, he cannot, but with the greatest hazard 
of losing his labour, bestow his rhymes upon future contin- 
gencies, which perhaps are never to take place but in his 
own wishes and in the reveries of bis own fancy 1 learned 
when 1 was a boy, being the son of a staunch Whig, and a 
man that loved his country, to glow with that patnotic en- 
thusiasm which IS apt to break forth into poetry, or at least 
to prompt a person, if he has any inclination that way, to 
poetical endeavouis Prior's pieces of that sort were re- 
commended to my particular notice ; and as that part of 
the present centuiy was a season when clubs of a political 
character, and consequently political songs, were much in 
fashion, the best in that style, some written by Rowe, and 
1 think some by Congreve, and many by other wits of the 
day, were proposed to my admiration. Being grown up, 
I became desirous of imitating such bright examples, and 
while 1 lived in the Temple produced several half penny 
ballads, two or three of which bad the honour to be popu 
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hr. What we learn in childhood we retain long ; and the 
successes we met with, about three years ago, when D’Es^ 
uing was twice repulsed, once in America', and once in the 
West Indies, having set lire to my patnotic zeal once more. 
It discovered itself by the same symptoms, and produced 
effects much like those it had produced before. But, un- 
happily, the ardour I felt upon the occasion, disdaining to 
be confined within the bounds of fact pushed me upon 
uniting the prophetical with the poetical character, and 
defeated its own purpose I am glad it did. The less 
there is of that sort in my book the better , it will be more 
consonant to your character, who patronise the volume, 
and, indeed, to the constant tenor of my own thoughts 
upon public matters, that I should exhort my countrymen 
to repentance, than that I should flatter their pnde — that 
vice for which, perhaps, they are even now so severely 
punished. 

I subjoin the lines with which I mean to supersede the 
. obnoxious ones in Expostulation If it should he fairly in 
your way to do it, I will beg of you to deliver them to 
Johnson, and at the same time to strike your pen 
through the offensive passage I ask it merely because it 
will save a frank, but not unless you can do it without in- 
convenience to yourself The new paragraph consists ex- 
actly of the same number of lines with the old one, for 
upon this occasion I worked like a tailor when he sews a 
patch upon a hole m your coat, supposing it might be 
necessary to do so Upon second thoughts I will enclose 
the lines instead of adding them ad ealem, that I may save 
you the trouble of a transcript 

We are glad, for Mr Barham’s sake, that he has been so 
happily disappointed How httle does the world suspect 
what passes in ii every day '—that true religion is working 
the same wonders now as in the first ages of the church, — 
that parents surrender up their children into the hands of 
(>od, to die at his own appointed moment, and by what 
death he pledses, without a muimur, and receive them 
again as if by a resurrection from the dead < The world, 
however, would be more justly chargeable with wilful blind- 
ness than It is, if all professors of the tnitli exemplified its 
power in their conduct as conspicuously as Mr. Buham. 
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Easterly winds, and a state of confinement within oui' 
own walls, suit neither me nor Mrs Unwin , though we 
are both, to use the Irish term rather unwell than ill The 
cocoa nut, though it had< not a drop- of liquor in it, and 
though the kernel came out whole, entirely detached from 
the shell, was an exceeding good one. Our hearts are with 
you 

Yours, my dear fnendt W C 

Mrs Madan is happy She will be found ripe, fall when 
she may 

We are sorry you speak doubtfully about a spnng visit 
to OIncy Those doubts must not outUve the winter 


CXCVII 

00NV£K81Na WITH HIS fHlBHD TTHOH THE 
AMEBIOAN WAB, AND^PBEDICTIHO FBOM THE 
LOSS OF AHEBICA, THE BUIN OF EHOLANB. 

to JOSEPBC HILL KSQ 

MY nKA« PHiSNn, Dec. 9, 1731 

H sviivo returned you many thanks for the fine cod and 
oysters you favoured me with, though it is now morning 1 
Will suppose It aUernoon, that you and I dined together, 
are comfortably situated by a good fire, and just entenng 
on a sociable conversation. You speak firsl^ because I am 
a man of few wgnls 

Well, Cowper, what do you think of this \merican war ^ 
y. To say the truth I am not very fond of thinking 
about It , when 1 do I think of it, unpleasantly enough I 
think It bids fair to be the rum of the country 

Vou That’s very unpleasant indeed ' It that should be 
the consequence, it will be the fault of those who might put 
a stop to It if they would 
I But do you really think that practicable ? 

You Why not ? If people leave off fighting, peace 
follows of course I wish they would withdrw the forces 
and put an end to the stjuabble . 

Mow I am going to make a long speech 
I You kno«^ the complexion of my sentiments upon 
some subjects well enough, and that 1 do not look upoa 
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public events cither as fortuitous, or absolutely derivable 
either from the wisdom or folly of man. These indeed 
operate as second causes , but we must look for the cause 
of the decline or the prosperity of an empire elsewhere I 
have long since dune complaining of men and measures, 
having learned to consider them merely as the instruments 
of a higher Power, by which he either bestows wealth, pence, 
mid dignity upon a nation when he favours it , or by which 
he strips it of all those honours, when public enormities 
long persisted in provoke him to inflict a public punish- 
nicnt The counsels of great men become as foolish and 
jireposterous when he is pleased to make them so, as those 
of the frantic creatures iii Itcdlnin, when they lay their 
distracted heads together to consider of the state of 
the nation. But 1 go still farther The wisdom, or 
the want of wisdom, that we observe or think we observe 
in those that rule us, entirely out of the question, 
I cannot look upon the circumstances of this country, 
without being persuaded that 1 discern in them an cn- 
Wnglemcnt and perplexity that I have never met with 
in the history of any other, which I think preternatural (if 
I may use the word on such a subject), prodigious in its 
kind, and such .as human sagacity can never remedy I 
have a good opinion of the understanding and integrity of 
some m power, yet I sec plainly that they arc unequal to 
the task I think as favourably of some that are not in 
power, yet I am sure they liavc never yet in any of their 
speeches recommended the plan that would effect the salu- 
tary purpose If w'e pursue the war, it is because we are 
desperate ; it is plunging and sinking year after year into 
still greater depths of calamity If we relinquish it, the 
remedy is equally desperate, and would prove I believe in 
the end no remedy at all Either way we are undone. 
Perseverance will only enfeeble us more ; we cannot recover 
the colonies by amis If wc discontinue the attempt, in 
that rase we fling away voluntarily what in the other we 
strive ineffectually to regain , and whether wc adopt the 
*one measure or the other, are equally undone for I con- 
sider the loss of America as the rmn of England Were we 
less encumbered than we are at home, ve could but ill 
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afford It ; but being crushed as we are under an enormous 
debt that the public credit can at no rate cany much longer, 
the consequence is sure Thus it appears to me that we arc 
squeezed to death, between the two sides of that sort of 
alternative which is coiiiinonly called a cleft stick, the most 
threatening and portentous condition in which the interests 
of any country can possibly be found 

I think I have done pretty well for a man of few words, 
and have contrived to have all the talk to myself. 1 thank 
you for not interrupting me 

Vours, my dear fnend, Wm. COWPER. 

CXCVIIl 

ASBANaEBfENTOFHISPOEHS-KOT NEOEBSART 
THAT A POET BHOXTliD KEEP CLOSE TO PHI- 
L080PHI0AL PAOTB OB THEORIES -MEL AN- 
OHOLT AHTIOIPATIONS OF GOD'S JUDGMENT 
UPON ENGLAND. 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

MY DRAR raiKNu, Dec. 17| 1781. 

The poem I had in hand when I wrote last is on the subject 
of Friendship By the following post I received a packet from 
Johnson The proof-sheet it contained brought our business 
down to the latter part of Rehrement, the next will conse* 
cjuently introduce the first of the smaller pieces. The vo- 
lume consisting, at least four-fifths of it, of heroic verse as 
it IS called and the graver matter, I was desirous to dis- 
place the Burning Mountain from the post it held in the 
\an of the light infantr),and throw it into the rear Having 
finished Ftundship^ and fcanng that if I delayed to send 
It, the press would get the start of my intention, and know- 
ing perfectly that with respect to the subject, and the 
subject matter of it, it contained nothing that you would 
think exceptionable, I took the liberty to transmit it 
to Johnson, and hope that the next post will return it to 
me printed It consists of between thirty and forty stan- 
zas a length that qualifies it to supply the place of the 
two cancelled pieces, without the aid of the Epistle I men- 
tioned According to the present arrangement, therefor^ 
Fnendship^ whicluis rather of a lively cast, though quite 
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sober, will follow next Re/inment and ^ina will close the 
volume Modern naturalists, I think, tell us that the 
volcano forms the mountain. I shall be charged therefore, 
perhaps, with an unphilosophical error in supposing that 
.'Etna was once unconscious of intestine fires, and as lofty 
as at present before the commencement of the eruptions. 
It IS possible, however, that the rule, though just in some 
instances, may not be of universal application , and if it 
be, I do not know that a poet is obliged to write with a 
philosopher at his elbow, prepared always to bind down 
his imagination to mere matters of fact You will oblige 
me by your opinion , and tell me, if you please, whether 
you think an apologctical note may be necessary , for I 
would not appear a dunce in matters that every Review* 
reader must needs be apprized of I say a note, because 
an alteration of the piece is impracticable , at least without 
rutting off Its head, and setting on a new one , a task I 
should not readily undertake, because the lines which must, 

‘ in that case, be thrown out, are some of the most poetical 
in the performance. 

Possessing greater advantages, and being eijually disso- 
lute with the most abandoned of the neighbouring nations, 
we are certainly more criminal than they They cannot see, 
and we wtU not It is to be expected, therefore, that when 
judgment is walking through the earth, it will come com- 
missioned with the heaviest tidings to the people charge- 
able with the most perverseness In the latter part of the 
Duke of Newcastle’s administration, all faces gathered 
blackness The people, as they walked the streets, had, 
every one of them, a countenance like what we may sup- 
pose to have been the prophet Jonah’s, when he cri^ 
“Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be destroyed ’’ But 
our Nineveh too repented, that is to say, she was affected 
in a manner somewhat suitable to her condition. She was 
dejected i she learned an humbler language, and seemed, 
if she did not.trust in God, at least to have renounced her 
confidence in herself A respite ensued , the expected 
fuin was averted , and her prosperity became greater than 
ever Again she became self-conceited and proud, as at 
the first , and bow stands it with our Nmevdh now ? Even 
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as you say t her distress infinite, her destnietion ap- 
pears inevitable, and her heart as ha-d as the nether iqill- 
stone. Thus, I suppose, it was when ancient Nineveh 
found herself agreeably disappointed , she turned the grace 
of God into lasciviousness, and that flagrant abuse of 
mercy exposed her, at the expiration of forty years, to the 
complete execution of a sentence she had only been threat- 
ened with before A similarity of events, accon)panied by 
a strong similarity of condu^ seems to justify our ex- 
pectations that the catastrophe will not be very diflbrent 
But after all, the designs of Providence are inscrutable, 
and as in the case of individuals, so in that of nations, the 
same causes do not always produce the same effects The 
country indeed cannot be saved in its present state of 
profligacy and profaneness, hut may, nevertheless, be led 
to repentance by incan't we are little aware of, and at a 
time «hen we least except it. 

In the mislaid letters I took notice of certain disagree-, 
able doubts you had expressed in one enclosed to us and 
unsealed, concerning your visit next spring to Olney. You 
will be so good as to send those doubts packing, and 
convince them that they are unreasonable intruders, by 
coming doi\n as soon as your famous festival is over We 
have to thank you for a barrel of oysters, exceeding good 

Our best lose attends yourself and Mrs Netwon, and we 
rejoice that you feel no burdens but those you bear in 
common with the liveliest .ind favoured Christians —It is 
a happiness in poor Peggy’s case that she can swallow five 
shillings’ worth of physic in a day, but a person must be in 
her case to be duly sensible of it 

Yours, my dear Sir, W C 

Mrs Unwin begs Mrs Newton’s acceptance of a couple 
of chickens She would have sent a goose, but none have 
come our way 

James Robinson was buried on Sunday The opinion of 
the well-informed is that his drams coat him a.guinea a week 
to the last 
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CXCIX. 

BEIiATZNa TO THE VOLUME VS THE PBEB8. 

TO MR JOHNSON, BOOKSELLER. 

•flB. 1781 

I ALWAYS ascribe your silence to the cause you assign for 
it yourself I inclose Friendships in hopes that it may 
arrive in time to stand the foremost of the smaller pieces, 
instead ai^tna, which, perhaps had better be placed at 
the end Such a length of the penstroso will make the 
alUt^o doubly welcome , hut if the press has gone forward 
and begun JEtna^ it is of no great importance other 
wise I should prefer this arrangement, as we shall then 
begin and end with a compliment to the King — who (poor 
man) may at this time be glad of such a tribute 
Instead of the fifth line in the supplemental [lassage you 
have received, in which the word disgrace is inadvertently re- 
'peated, being mentioned in the first, I would wish you to 
insert the following— 

“When Hn has shed diahonour on thy brow '* 

Hut if the passage is already printed I r.in make the altera 
tion myself when the sheet comes down for the last revisal 

P 288 “becanae they iiiuat “ 

I suppose you scored these words as of an import too 
similar to the word convenience, I have therefore relieved 
the objection by the word self-impoverished , otherwise it 
docs not appear to me that the expression is objectionalile - 
It IS plain, indeed, but not bald 

I am Sir, 

Your most obedient servant Wm COWPER 
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cc. 

THESBOBT DAT-ASHIRAL KEMPENFEXiT AND 
THE FRENCH rLEET-ENCLAND NOT TBI 
BBOnaHT TO BEUOZODB HUldLIATION-UB. 
FLETOHEB AT DEWSBUBT-UB. FOWLB? 
FBBA0HE8 AGAINST HIM-MB. WBSLET-UNBS 
ON A FLATTING MILL BNOLOSED, 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON 
MY DKAR rsiiEvo, The ehorteet day, 1781 

1 M1C.H1 easily make this letter a continuation of my last, 
mother national miscarriage having furnished me with a 
Iresh illustration cf the remarks we have both been making. 
Mr Smith, who 'has most obligingly supplied me with 
franks throughout my whole concern with jfohnson, accom- 
panied the last parcel he sent me with a note dated from 
the House of Commons, in which he seemed happy to give 
me the earliest intelligence of the capture of the French , 
transports by Admiral Kcmpenfelt, and of a close engage 
ment lietwccn the two fleets, so much to be expected This 
note was written on Monday, and reached me by Wednes- 
day’s post , but alas ' the same post brought us the news- 
p.Tper that informed us of his being forced to fly before a 
much superior enemy, and glad to take shelter m the port 
he had left so lately 'This event, I suppose, will base 
worse consequences than the mere disappointment , will 
furnish opposition, as all our ill success has done, with the 
fuel of dissension, and with the means of thwarting and per- 
plexing administration. Thus all we purchase with the 
many millions expended yearly, is distress to ourselves, in- 
stead of our enemies, and domestic quarrels, instead of 
victories abroad. It takes a great many blows to knock 
down a great nation , and, in the case of poor England, a 
great many heavy ones have not been wanting. They make 
us reel and stagger, indeed ; bqt the blow is not yet struck 
that IS to make us fall upon our knees, That fall would 
-<a>e us , but if we fall upon our side at last, we are undone 
So much for politics. Next comes news from the north of 
a different complexion, which it is possible may be news to 
you, 
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Mr Fletcher, on his recovery from his late dangerous 
illness, has started up a Perfectionist. He preached per- 
fection not long since at Dewsbury, where Mr. Powley and 
his curate heard him. He told the people that he that 
sinned was no Christian, that he himself did not sin, ergo 
had a right to the appellation Mr Powley vras so shocked 
by his violent distortion of the Scriptures, by which he 
attempted to prove his doctrine, that he thought it neces- 
s.iry to preach expressly against him the ensuing Sabbath , 
and when he was desired to admit the perfect man into 
Ills pulpit, of course refused it I have heard that he is 
remarkably spiritual Can this be ? Is it possible that a 
person of that description can be left to indulge himself 
in such a proud conceit, — is it possible he should be so de- 
fective in self-knowledge, and so little acquainted with his 
own heart? If 1 had not heard you yourself speak favour- 
ably of him, I should little scruple to say, that having spent 
much of his life, and exerted all his talents, in the defence of 
'Arminian errors, he is at last left to fall into an error more 
pernicious than Arminius is to lie charged with, or the 
most Ignorant of his disciples When I hear that you art. 
engaged in the propagation of error, I shall believe that an 
hunililc and dependant mind is not yet secured from it, 
and that the promises which annex the blessing of instruc- 
tion to a temper teachable and truly child-like are to be 
received cum grano satis, and understood with a limitation 
Mr Wesley tms also been very troublesome in the saint, 
place, and asserted, in perfect harmony of sentiment with 
his brother Fletcher, that Mr Whitefield disseminated 
nioro false doctnne in the nation, than he should ever be 
able to eradicate Methinks they do not sec Through a 
glass darkly, but for want of a glass they see not at all 
I enclose a few lines on a thought which struck me yes- 
terday If you approve of them, you know what to do with 
them I should think they might occupy the place of an 
introduction, and should call them by that name, if I did 
not judge the name 1 have given them necessary for the 
information of the reader A fiatting-mill is not met with 
in every street, and my book will, perhaps, fall into the 
hands of many who do not know that such« mill was ever 
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invented. It happened to me, however, to spend much of 
my ume in one, when I was a boy, when I frequently 
amused myself with watching the operation I describe 
Mrs. Unwin sends her love, and will be much obliged 
to Mrs Newton if she will order her down a loaf of sugar, 
from nine pence to ten pence the pound, for the use of my 
sweet self at breakfast 'I'he sugar merchant, if she will be 
so kind as to give him the necessary instruction, will be 
paid by the book-keeper at the inn 

Yours, my dear Sir, W C. 

CCI 

LA.8TDAY OF THE YFAR-POEM ON FRIENDSHIP 
LAID ASIDE -ENOLAND AND AMERIOA-BFEOI- 
UEN OF A VISITOR’S CONVERSATION. 

to THK RUV JOHN NEWTOM 

MY nPAH ntTEXD, The last day of 1781 • 

Yestf kday’s post, which brought me yours, brought me a 
packet from Johnson We h.ive rescued the middle of the 
Mnhomedaii Hog By the way, your lines, which, when we 
had the pleasure of seeing you here, you said you would 
furnish him vs ith, are not inserted in it I did not recollect 
till .ifter I had finished the Flattinf:; Hill, that it bore .any 
affinity to the motto taken from C'amccioii The reseni- 
blnnce, however, did not appear to me to give any impro 
priety to the verses, as the thought is much enlarged upon, 
and enlivened by the addition of a new comparison But 
if It IS not wanted, it is superfluous , and if superfluous, 
better omitted I shall not bumble Johnson for finding 
fault with Friendship, though I have a better opinion of it 
myself , but a poet is, of all men, the most unfit to lie judge 
in his own cause Partial to all his productions, he is al- 
ways most partial to the youngest But as there is a suffi- 
cient quantity without it, let that sleep too. If I should 
live to write again, 1 may possibly take up that subject a 
second time, and clothe it m a different dress It abounds 
with excellent matter, and much more than I could find 
room for in two or three pages. 
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I consider England and America as once one country. 
They were so, in respect of interest, intercourse, and affini- 
ty A great earthquake has made a partition, and now the 
Atlantic ocean flows between them He that can drain 
that ocean, and shove the two shores together, so as to 
make them aptly coincide, and meet each other in etcry 
part, can unite them again But this is a work for Omni- 
potence, and nothing less than Omnipotence can heal the 
breach between us This dispensation is evidently a scourge 
to England , — but is it a blessing to America 7 Time may 
prove It one, but it present it does not seem to wear an 
aspect favourable to their privileges, either civil or religious. 
I cannot doubt the truth of Dr W ’s assertion , but the 
1‘rench who pay but little regard to treaties that clash witli 
their convenience, without a treaty, and even in direct con- 
tradiction to verbal engagements, can easily pretend 
claim to a country which they have both bled and paid for , 
and if the validity of that claim be disputed, behold an 
• army ready landed, and well-appointed, and in possession 
of some of the most fruitful provinces, prepared to [irovi* 
It A scourge is a scourge at one end only. A bundle of 
thunderbolts, such as you have seen in the talons of Jupi- 
ter s eagle, is at both ends equally tremendous, and can 
inflict a judgment upon the West, at the same muiTu.nt 
that It seems to intend only the chastisement of the East 

In my last letter, in which I desired your opinion of /Etna 
whether its poetical merits might not atone for its philosojihi- 
cal defects, I begged the favour of Mrs Newton to get the 
silk knitting dyed black Mrs Unwin will take care of the 
hams, but the pig is not likely to bequeath them yet she is 
sorry that Mrs Newton has besfftke them,having one in cun. 
fur her at this time Is very much disappointed that shi 
cannot procure a goose, but has a couple of very fine fowls, 
which wait your ordcrs,and will be sent at whatever time you 
shall appoint She will lie glad of a loaf of sugar, the grocer 
to be paid at the mn 

I should hdve sent you a longei letter, but a visitor who is 
more tedious than entertaining has rather disconcerted me, 
and exhausted my spirits "Your humble servant, Sir -1 
hope I see you well — I thank you. Madam, but indifferent 
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1 have had a violent colic, which providentially took a turn 
downwards, or I think 1 must have died. Seven or ei^'ht 
times in a night. Madam My neighbour Banister has the 
same disorder, and is remarkably costive, so that I verily 
fear for his life Yes truly, I think the poor man cannot 
get over it” This is a small specimen— how should you 
like the whole ? I can find you a sheet full of the like 
whenever you please, taken faithfully from his lips 
Our joint love attends you both We rejoice to hear that 
Mrs Newton is better Yours, my dear sir, \V. C 

CCII 

SOUETHma MAT GOME WHEN THESE IS NO- 
THING TO SAT-FOPE. DBTDEN, PBIOS, 

AND DB. JOHNSON. 

1782. 

TO THL REV WILLIAM UNWIN 
MV UK.VKVHISSD, .TnD O, 17SI2 

Dm 1 allow myself to plead the common escuse of ulle 
correspondents, and esteem it a sufhcienl reason for nc/i 
writing, that I have nothing to write aliout, 1 certainly 
should not write now But I h.avc so often found, on sum 
lar occasions, when a great penury of matter h.is seemed to 
threaten me with an utter iiniiossibility of hatching a letter, 
that nothing is necessary but to put pen to paper, md go 
on, in order to conquer all difficulties,— that, availing my- 
self of past experience, I now begin with a most assured 
persuasion, that sooner or later, one idcsi naturally suggest- 
ing another, 1 shall come A a most prosperous conclusion 
In the last Review', I mean in the last but one 1 saw 
Johnson’s critique upon Pnor and Pope I am bound to 
acquiesce in his opinion of the latter, because it has always 
lieen my own I could never agree with those who prefei- 
red him to Dryden , nor with others, (I have known such 
.ind persons of taste and discernment too,} who could nni 
allow him to be a poet at all He was certainly a inecha 
meal maker of verses, and in every line he ever wrote, wc 
see indubitable marks of the most indefatigable industry and 
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labour Writers who find it necessary to make such stre- 
nuous and painful exertions, are generally as phlegmatic as 
they are correct , but Pope nas, in this respect, exempted 
from the common lot of authors of that class. With the 
unwearied application of a plodding Flemish painter, who 
draws a shrimp with the most minute exactness, he had all 
the genius of one of the first masters Never, I believe, 
were such talents and such drudgery united But I admire 
])r)den most, who has succeeded by mere * dint of genius, 
and in spite of a laziness and carelevsness almost peculiar 
to himself His faults are numberless, but so arc his beau- 
ties His faults are those of a gn-it m.an, and his beauties are 
^lIch, (at least sometimcii,) as Pope, with all his touching 
and retouching could never opial So far, therefore, I have 
no quarrel with Johnson But I cannot buhsenbe to what 
he sajs of Prior In the first place, though my memory 
may fail me, I do not recollect that he takes any notice of 
his Solomon , m my mind the best poem, whether we con- 
sider the subject of it, or the execution, that he ever wrote. 
In the next jilaco, he condemns him for introducing Venus 
and Cupid into hts luve-verscs nnd concludes it impossible 
Ills passion could be biin ere, l)ecause when lie would express 
It he has recourse to fables But when Prior wrote, those 
deities were not so obsolete as now His contemporary 
writers, and some that succeeded him, did not think them 
hciic.ith their notice Tibullus, in reality, disbelieved their 
Lxisteiice as much as wc do , yet 'I'lhullus is allowed to be 
the prince of all poetical inamoratos, though he mentions 
ihem in almost every p.agc There is a fashion in these 
things which the Doctor seems to have forgotten But 
what sh.ill we say of his old fusty-rusty remarks uiion Henry 
Mid Emma ? I agree with him, tli.at mor.ally considered 
lioih ri.e. knight and hia I.ady arc bad characters, and that 
each exiiibits .in example which ought not to be followed 
1 he man dissembles in a way that would have justified the 
woman had she renounced him , and the woman resolves to 
follow him af the cxjjensc of delicacy, propriety, and 
even modesty itselt But when tlie critic calls it a dull 
dialogue, who hut a critic will beaeve him ? There are few 
readers of poetry of cither sex, m ihii country, who 
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cannot remember how that enchanting piece has bewitched 
them, who do not know, that instead of finding it tedious, 
they have been so delighted with the romantic turn of it, 
as to have overlooked all its defects, and to have given 
It a consecrated place in their memories, without ever feel- 
ing It a burthen 1 .wonder almost that, as the .Baccha- 
nals served Orpheus, the boys and girls do not tear this 
husky, dry cc^mentator limb from limh in resentment 
of such an injury done to their darling poet I admire 
Johnson ns a man of great erudition and sense ; but when 
he sets himself up for a judge of writers upon the subjeLi 
of love, a passion winch I suppose he never felt in his life, 
he might as well think himself qualified to pronounce upon 
a trciitisc on horsemanship, or the art of fortification 
The next jiacket I receive will bring me, I imagine, the 
the last proof sheet of my volume, which will consist of 
about three hundred and fifty pages honestly printed My 
public therefore is not far distant 
Had we known that the last cheeses were naught, we* 
would not have sent you these Your mother has however 
enquired for and found a better dairy, which she means 
shall furnish you with cheese another year. 

Yours W C 


CCHI. 

PBINTEB'S nBLAT-DUTZOULTY OF ALTEBINO 
A POEU AFTE& IT HAS BEEN WHITTEN SOME 
OONSIDEKABLE TIMB-OOLONIEB-DB. JOHNSON 

TO THE REV JOHN NEWTON 
MY DEAR FBIBNO, Ju 13, 1782 

Having just read yours, I begin to answer it , the basket 
presenting me with a fair opportunity to save a frank, and 
my time lieiiig entirely at iny own disposal, which possibly 
may not be the case to-morrow As to Johnson, he some- 
times promises fair, and proceeds with toleri^ble despatch, (| 
so that I begin to flatter myself with the hope of a speedy 
publication ; then comes an interval of three weeks perhaps, 
and nothing done It is a fortnight this day since I re- 
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tuned his last packet, and though one more cover may 
contain all that is yet behind, I know not but another week 
at least may elapse before he sends it Then we are to 
begin again, and the whole is to undergo a second revisal, 
which, if It proceeds as slowly as the first, will cost another 
)ear In the meanwhile, having some, though not the 
keenest, feelings of an author, I am not always very well 
pleased I suspect that he gives a preference to others who 
engaged him not so early as myself, and that my distance 
from the spot is used to my disadvantage But having other 
and much weightier cares and conn rns to carry, I presently 
discharge my shoulders of this, and am but little incum- 
bered by it If It should fall in your way to ask him what 
he intends, or whether he does not think that we are in 
some danger of losing the season, considering how much 
remains to he done, I shall be obliged to you for putting the 
question to him 

Your answer respecting il£tna is quite satisfactory, and 
' gives me much pleasure I hate altering, though I never 
refuse the task when propriety seems to enjoin it , and an 
alteration in this instance, if I am not mistaken, would have 
been singularly difficult. Indeed, when a piece has been 
finished two or three ye.irs, and an author finds occasion to 
.amend, or make an addition to it, it is not easy to fall upon 
the very vein from which he drew his ideas in the first in- 
stance , but either a different turn of thought, or expression, 
will betray the patch, and convince a reader of discernment 
that It has been cobbled and vamped 

I believe I did not thank you for your anecdotes, either 
foreign or domestic, in my last, therefore I do it now , and 
still feel myself, as I did at the time, truly obliged to you 
for them More is to be learned from one matter of fact 
than from a thousand speculations But, alas ' what course 
can government take ? I have heard (for I never made the 
experiment) that if a man gmsp a red hot iron with his naked 
hand it will stick to him, so that he cannot presently dis- 
engage himself from it Such are the colonies in the hands 
of administration While they hold them they bum their 
fingers, and yet they must not quit them I know not whe- 
ther your sentiments and mine upon this«part of the sub- 
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ject exactly coincide, but you Will know, when you under- 
stand nhat mine are< It appears to me, that the King is 
bound, both by the duty he owes to himself and to his peo- 
ple, to consider himself with respect to every inch of his 
territories, as a trustee deriving his interest in them from 
God, and invested with them by divine authority for the 
benefit of his subjects As he may not sell them or waste 
them, so he may not resign them to an enemy, or transfer 
his right to govern them to any, not even to themselves so 
long as It IS possible for him to keep it If he does, he be- 
traysat onee Ins own intcrcbt, and that of his other domi- 
nions It may be said, suppose Providence has ordained 
that they shall be wrested from him, how then ? I answer, 
that eannot appear to be the case, till God’s purpose is actual- 
ly accomplish^ , and in the mean time the most probable 
prospect of such an event does not release him from his 
obligation to hold them to the last moment, for as much ns 
adverse appearances are no infallible indication of God’s 
designs, but may give place to more comfortable symptoms,* 
when we least expect it Viewing the thing in this light, it 
1 sat on his Majesty’s throne, I should be as obstinate as 
he , because if I quitted the contest, while I had any means 
left of carrying it on, I should never know that I had not 
relinquished what I might have retained, or be able to ren- 
der a satisfactory answer to the doubts and enquincs of my 
own conscience 

1 am rather pleased that you have adopted other senti- 
ments respecting our intended present to the critical Doc- 
tor I allow him to be a man of gigantic talents, and 
most profound learning, nor have any doubts about the 
universality of Ins knowledge But by what I have seen of 
his animadversions on the poets, 1 feel myself much dis- 
posed to question, in many instances, either his candour or 
his taste He finds fault too often, like a man that, having 
sought It very industriously, is at last obliged to stick it 
upon a pin’s point, and look at it through a microscope ; 
and 1 am sure 1 could easily convict him of having denied i 
many beauties, and overlooked more. Whether his judg- 
ment be in Itself defective, or whether it be wraped by 
collateral considerations, a writer upon such subjects as I 
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have chosen would probably hnd but httle mercy at his 
hands. 

AVe are truly sorry to hear you speak so doubtfully of 
your journey hither, and hope a substitute will be found ; 
are thankful for a sight of your new convert’s letter, and 
hope It will prove the harbinger of many yet unborn The 
sugar has arrived safe, and Mrs. Unwin thanks Mrs New- 
ton for her care of it Poor Peggy ' one would have hoped 
she might have been safe front such a rencontre in an 
hospital. We are glad however that she is better, lie 
pleased to remember us to Sally 
Mr Scott will he upon the road to-morrow Our love to 
you both, and to the young Kuphrosyne , the old l.idy of 
that name being long since dead, if she plc.-iscs she shall 
fill her vacant office, and be my Muse hereafter. 

Yours my dear Sir, W, C 


CCIV, 

OB. JOHNSON-PBIOBVINDIOATEDAaAIirBTHIS 
BEMABES-AOVIGE TO A FATHER. 

TO THE KEV. WJI I.IAM UNWIN 
MV OEAB WILLIAM, Jan. 17, 1782. 

1 AM glad we agree in our opinion of King Critic, and the 
writers on whom he has bestowed his animadversions It is 
a matter of indifTcrencc to roe whether I think with the world 
at large or not, but I wish my friends to be of my mind. 
The same work will wear a different appearance in the eyes 
of the same man, according to the different views with which 
he reads it ; if merely for his amusement, his candour being 
in less danger of a twist from interest or prejudice, he is 
pleased with what is really pleasing, and is not over cun- 
ous to discover a blemish, because the exercise of a minute 
exactness is not consistent with his purpose. But if he once 
becomes a cn^c by trade, the case is altered. He must 
then at any rate establish, if he can, an opinion in every 
■hind, of his uncommon discernment, and his exquisite 
taste. This great end he can never accomplish by think- 
ing in the track that has been beaten under the hoof of pub* 
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lie judgmeQt. He must endeavour to convince the world, 
that their favourite authors have more faults than they are 
aware of, and such as they have never suspected. Having 
marked out a writer universally esteemed, whom he finds 
It for that very reason convenient to depreciate and tra- 
duce, he will overiook some of his beauties, he will faintly 
praise others, and m such a manner as to make thou- 
sands^ more modest, though quite as 3udicious as himself, 
question whether they are beauties at all Can there he a 
stronger illustration of all that I have said, than the severity 
of Johnson’s remarks upon Prior, I might have said the in- 
justice ? His reputation as an author who, with much 
labour indeed, but with admirable success, has embellished 
all his poems with the most charming case, stood unshaken 
till Johnson thurst his head against it And how does he 
attack him in this his principal fort ? I can recollect his 
very words, but I am much mistaken indeed if my memory 
fails me with respect to the purport of them “His words,” 
he says, “appear to be forced into their proper places ,’ 
there indeed we find them, but find likewise that their 
arrangement has been the effect of constraint, and that 
without violence they would certainly have stood in a 
different order” By your leave, most learned Doctor, 
this IS the most disingenuous remark I ever met with, 
and would have come with a better grace from Curl 
or Dennis Every man conversant with vorse-wnting knows, 
and knows by painful cxpenence, that the familiar style 
is of all styles the most difficult to succeed in To 
make verse speak the language of prose, without being 
prosaic, — to marshal the words of it in such an order as 
they might naturally take in falling from the lips of an ex- 
temporary speaker, yet without meanness, harmoniously ele- 
gantly, and without seeming to displace a syllable for the 
sake of the rhyme^ is one of the most arduous tasks a poet 
can undertake He that could accomplish this task was 
Prior , many have imitated his excellence in diis particular, 
but the best copies have fallen far short or the original. 
And now to tell us, after we and our fathers have admired 
him for it so long, that he is an easy wnter indeed, but 
that his ease has an air pf stifihess in it, id short, that his 
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ease is not ease, but only something like it, what is it but 
a self-contradiction, an observation that grants what it is 
just going to deny, and denies what it has just granted, in 
the same sentence, and m the same breath ? But I have 
filled the greatest part of ray sheet with a very uninteresting 
subject I will only say, that as a nation we are not much 
indebted, in point of poetical credit, to this too* sagacious 
and unmerciful judge , and that for myself in particular, I 
have reason to rejoice that he entered upon and exhausted 
the labours of his office before my poor volume could 
possibly become an object of them By the way, you 
rannot have a book at the time you mention , I have lived 
a fortnight or more in expectation of the last sheet, which 
IS not yet arrived 

You have already furnished John’s memory with by far 
the greatest part of what a parent would wish to store it 
with If all that is merely trivial, and all that has an 
miinoral tendency, were expunged from our English poets, 
bow would they shrink, artd how would some of them com- 
pletely vanish * I believe there are sonic of Dryden’s Fables 
which he would find very entertaining , they are for the 
most part fine compositions and not above his apprehen- 
sion , but Drydcn has written few things that are not 
blotted here and there with an iinrhaste allusion, so that 
>ou must pick his way for him, lest he should tread in the 
dirt You did not mention Milton’s Allegro and Penseroso, 
which I remember being so charmed with when I was a 
lioy that I was never weary of them There are even 
passages m the paradisiacal part of the Paradise I.osl, which 
he might study with advantage And to teach him, *!» you 
can, to deliver some of the fine orations made in the Pan- 
(Immonium, and those between Satan, Ithuriel, and 
Zephun, with emphasis, dignity, and propriety, might be of 
great use to him hereafter The sooner the ear is formed, 
and the organs of speech are accustomed to the various 
inflections of the voice, which the rehearsal of those pass- 
ages demands* the better I should think too, that Thom- 
son s Seasons might afford him some useful lessons At 
least ihey would have a tendency to give his mind an ob- 
serving and a philosophical turn 1 do not forget that ha 

25 
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IS but a child But I remcinber that he is a child favour- 
ed with talents superior to his jears We were much 
pleased with his remarks on your almsgiving, and doubt 
not but it will be verified with respect to the two guineas 
you sent us, which have made four Christian people happy 
Ships 1 have none, nor have touched a pencil these three 
years , if ever I take it up again, which I rather suspect 
I shall not (the employment requiring stronger eyes than 
mine), it shall be at John’s service 

Yours, my dear friend, W. C 

cev 

HIS YOUTHFUL FATHIOTISU-CHAKaE PRODUCED 
IN HIS POUTIOAL FEELINOS BY TUSE- 
HBS ICAOAULAY. 

TO JOSU'lt HILL, ESQ. 

inr PKAB niKsu. . Jan 31, 1782L • 

Having thanked you for a barrel of very fine oysters, I 
should have nothing more to say, if I did not determine 
to say every thing tliat may happen to occur The poli- 
tical world affords us no very agreeable subjects at present, 
nor am I sufiieicntly conversant with it, to do justice to so 
magnificent a theme, if it did A man that lives as I do, 
whose chief occupation, at this season of the year, is to 
walk ten times in a day from the fire-sidc to his cucumber 
frame and back again, cannot show his wisdom more, if he 
has any wisdom to show, than by leaving the mystenes of 
government to the management of persons, in point of 
situation and information, much better qualified for the 
business. Suppose not, however, that I am perfectly an 
unconcerned spectator, or that I take no interest at all in 
the affairs of my country ; far from it — I read the news — I 
sec that things go wrong in every quarter. I meet, now and 
then, with an account of some disaster that seems to be the 
indisputable progeny of treachery, cowardice,*or a spint of 
faction , 1 recollect that m those happier days, when yod 
and 1 could spend our evening in enumerating victones and 
abcuisitions thal seemed to follow each other in a conn- 



TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 


291 


lucd series, there Wtss some pleasure in bearing a politician , 
and a man might talk away upon so entertaining a subject, 
without danger of becoming tiresome to others, or incurring 
weariness himself When poor Bob White brought me the 
news of Boscawen’s success off the coast of Portugal, how 
did I leap for joy < When Hawke demolished Conflans, I 
was still more transported But nothing could express my 
rapttiip, when Wolfe made the conquest of Quebec I am 
not, therefore, I suppose destitute of true patriotism, but 
the course of public events has, of late, afforded me no 
opportunity to exert it I cannot rejoice, liecause I see no 
reason, and I will not murmur, because for that I can find 
no good one And let me add, he that has seen both 
sides of fifty, has lived to little purpose, if he has not other 
views of the world than he had when he was much youn- 
ger He finds, if he reflects at all, that it will be to the 
end, what it has been from the beginning, a shifting, un- 
certain, fluctuating scene , that nations, .as well as indivi- 
•duals, have their seasons of infancy, youth, and age If he 
he an Englishman, he will observe that ours, in particulir, 
IS affected with every symptom of decay, and is already sunk 
into a state of decrepitude 1 am reading Mrs M ‘ Aulay’s 
History. I am not quite such a superannuated simpleton, 
as to suppose that mankind were wiser or much better, 
when I was young, than they arc now But I may venture 
to assert, without exposing myself to the charge of dotage, 
that the men whose integrity, courage, and wisdom, broke 
the bands of tjnanny, established our constitution upon its 
true basis, and gave a people, overwhelmed with the scorn 
of all countries, and opportunity to emerge into a slate of 
the highest respect and estimation, make a better figure m 
history than any of the present day are likely to do, when 
their pretty harangues are forgotten, and nothing sh.all 
survive but the remembrance of the views and motives with 
which they made them. 

My dear friend, I have wntten at random, in every sense, 
neither knowing what sentiments I should broach, when I 
began, nor whether they would accord with yours Excuse 
a rustic, if he errs on such a subject, and believe me sin- 
cerely yours, ^M. COWPER. 
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CCVI. 

mPOBTAKOE OF MmUTE AOCmBAO? IN PBlNTIKO. 

TO MR. JOHNSON, BOOKSLIXER 
BIB, Jbd, 31, lf82. 

You Will find your two queries satisfied tiy the correction 
of the press 

P 338 Though perhaps thfe exactest rhymes may not 
be required in these lightiN* pieces, I yet choose to pe as 
regular in this particular as I can, I have thcrcfuTC displaced 
half a stanza, tor the sake of introducing better You will 
observe that I have made some other corrections, which 
though they lie fur the most part but a letter or a stop, 
were yet su< h as were very necessary either with regard to 
the expression or the sense I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, Wm COWPBR. 


CCVII 

PBOOBESS IN THE PBESB-PLEASUBES OF OOU- 
POSITION-A VISITOB-A FUNEBAL BEBUON. 

TO THE REV JOHN NEWTON. 

MY nvAK VRiEsu, Feb. i, 1782. 

Thouc.h I value your correspondence highly on its 
own account, 1 certainly valui it the more in considera- 
tion of the many difliculties under which you carry it on 
Having so many other engagements so much more worthy 
of vour attention, I ought to esteem it, os I do, a singular 
proof of your friendship, that you so often make an oppor- 
tunity to bestow a letter upon me and this, not only be- 
er ii-e mine, which I write in a state of mind not very 
favourable to religious contemplations, are never worth 
your reading, but especially because, while you consult my 
gratifir.Tlion and endeavour to amuse roy melancholy, your 
thoughts are forced out of the only channel in which they 
delight to flow, and constrained into anothef so different 
and so little interesting to a mind like yours, that but for 
me, and for my sake, they would perhaps never visit it. 
Though I should be glad therefore to hear from you every 



TO THE BEV. 3. KEWTOH. 


293 


week, I do not complain that I enjoy that privilege but 
once in a fortnight, but am rather hftppy to be indulged 
in It so often 

I thank you for the jog you gave Johnson’s elbow , com- 
municated from him to the pnnter it has produced me two 
more sheets, and two more will bring the business, I suppose 
to a conclusion I sometimes feel such a perfect indifference 
with respect to the public opinion of my book, that I am 
ready to flatter myself no censure of reviewers, or other cri- 
tical readers, would occasion me the smallest disturliancc But 
not feehng myself constantly possessed of this desirable apa- 
thy, I am sometimes apt to suspect, that it is not altogether 
sincere, or at least that I may lose it just m the moment 
n hen I may happen most to want it. Be it however as it 
may, I am still persuaded that it is not in their power to 
mortify me much I have intended well, and performed 
to the best of my ability , — so far was right, and this is a 
boast of which they cannot rob me If they condemn my 
poetry, I must even say with Cervantes, “I<et them do 
better if they can 1” — if my doctrine, they judge that which 
they do not understand , I shall except to the jurisdiction 
of the court, and plead, Coram non judtet Even Horace 
could say, he would neither be the plumper for the praise, 
nor the leaner for the condemnation of his readers , and it 
will prove me wanting to myself indeed, if, supported by so 
many sublimer considerations than he was master of, I 
cannot sit loose to populanty, which, like the wind, bloweth 
where it listcth, and equally out of our command ' If you, 
and two or three more such as you, say, well done ' It 
ought to give me more contentment than if I could earn 
Churchill’s laurels, and by the ^me means 

Mr Raban has spent an hour with us since he received 
your last, but did not mention it We are not of his privy 
council He knows our sentiments upon some subjects too 
well to favour us with a very intimate place in his con- 
fidence. He is civil, indeed at least not intentionally other- 
wise, and this is all we can say of him Some people in 
.our circumstances would hardly say so much As soon 
as he IS seated, he stretches out his legs at their full length, 
crosses his feet, folds his arms, reclines his bead upon his 
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shoulder, yawns frequently, seems not unwilling to hear 
and to be entertained, but never opens a subject himself, 
or assists the convenialion with any remarks. This is not 
always pleasmg * « * 

George-Mayne, whom I suppose you remember, a farmer 
that lived on the beautiful side of a hill in Weston parish, 
died last week If you recollect the man, you recollect too 
that he made it his pnncipal glory to believe that he and 
his two mastiffs would come to one and the same conclu- 
sion, and that no part of either would survive the grave 
Mr Page attended him, preached his funeral sermon, and 
informed the largest congregation ever seen at Weston tliat 
ht converted him I unnot learn however that any com- 
petent judge of the matter has given the tale a moment’s 
credit, or that any bettc-r proof of this wonder has been 
producc'd, than that poor George desired to be buried 
in his pew, to make some amends I suppose for having 

never visited it while he lived 

# * * * 

Yours, my dear sir, W C 
[Parts of this letter have perished } 


CCVIII 

SCHOOLBOYS VEBSES-BISHOF LOWTH-OOWFEB’S 
OFUnON OF 0HASLE8 I FOBMED FBOU MBS. 

MACAULAY -LADY AUSTEN. 

TO THE REV WILLUU ITNWlN. 

MY DEAR IRIEKO, Feb 9, 1792. 

I THANK you for Mr Ixiwth’s verses They are so good, 
that had I b^n present when he spoke them, 1 should have 
trembled for the boy, lest the man should disappoint the 
hopes such early genius had given Inrth to It is not com- 
mon to see so lively a fancy so correctly managed, and so 
free from irregular exubcrances,at so uncxperi^ccd an age , 
fruitful, yet not wanton, and gay without being tawdry* 
When school-boys write verse, if they have any fire at all, 
It generally spen^ itself in fishes, and transient sparks, 
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«hich may indeed suggest an expectation of something 
better hereafter, but deserve not to be much commended 
for any real merit of their own Their wit is generally 
forced and false, and their sublimity, if they aficct any, 
bombast. I remember well when it was thus with me, and 
when a tuigid, noisy, unmeaning speech in a tragedy, 
which I should now laugh at, afforded me raptures, and 
filled me with wonder. It is not in general till reading and 
observation have settled the taste, that we can give the 
prize to the best writing, in preference to the worst Much 
less are we able to execute what is good ourselves. But 
Lowth seems to have stepped into excellence at once, and 
to have gained by intuition, what we little folks are happy, 
if we can learn at last, after much lalx>ur of our own, and 
instruction of others. The compliments he pays to the 
memory of King Charles, he would probably now retract, 
though he be a Bishop, and his Majesty’s zeal for episco- 
(lacy was one of the causes of his rum. An age or two 
• must pass, before some characters can lie properly under- 
stood The spirit of iiarty employs itself in veiling their 
faults, and ascribing to them virtues which they never 
possessed See Charles’s face drawn by Clarendon, and 
It IS a handsome portrait Sec it more justly exhibited by 
Mrs Macaulay, and it is deformed to a degree that shocks 
us Every feature expresses cunning, employing itself in 
the attainment of tyranny and dissimulation, pretending 
Itself an advocate for truth 

I have a piece of secret history to communicate which I 
would have imparted sooner, but that 1 thought it possible 
there might be no occasion to mention it at all When per- 
sons for whom I have felt a fnendship, disappoint and mor- 
tify me by their conduct, or act unjustly towards me, though 
1 no longer esteem them friends, 1 still feel that tenderness 
for their character that I would conceal the blemish if I 
could. But in making known the following anecdote to 
you, I run no risk of a publication, assured that when I 
have once enjoined you secrecy, you will observe it 
• My letters have already appnzed you of that close and in- 
timate connexion that took place between the lady you visit- 
ed m Queen Ann Street, and us. Nothing could be more 
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promising, though sudden m the commencement. She 
treated us with as much unreserredness of communication, 
as if we had been born in the same house, and educated 
together. At her departure, she herself proposed a corres- 
pondence, and because wnting does not agree with your 
mother, proposed a correspondence with me This son of 
intercourse had not been long maintained, before I disco- 
vered, by some slight intimations of it,that she had conceiv- 
ed displeasure at somewhat 1 had wntten, though I can- 
not now recollect it conscious of none but the most upright 
inoffensive intentions, I yet apologised for the passage in 
question, and the flaw was healed again. Our correspon 
deuce after this proceeded smoothly for a considerable 
time, but at length having had repeated occasion to observe 
that she expressed a sort of romantic idea of our merits, 
and built such expectations of felicity upon our friendshiii, 
as we were sure that nothing human could possibly answer, 
I wrote to remind her that we were mortal, to recommend 
It to her not to think more highly of us than the subject, 
would warrant, and intimating that when wc embellish a 
creature with colours taken from our own fancy,and so ador 
ned, admire and praise it beyond its real merits, we make 
It an idol, and h-ive nothing to expect in the end, but that 
It will deceive our hopes, and that wc shall denve nothing 
from it but a painful conviction of our error. Your mother 
heard me read the letter, she read it herself, and honoured 
It with her warm approbation. But it gave mortal offence , 
It received indeed an answer, but such an one as 1 could by 
no means reply to , and there ended (for it was impossible 
it should ever lie renewed) a friendship that bid fair to be 
lasting , being formed with a woman whose seeming stabili- 
ty ,of tcmjKr, whose knowledge of the world, and great ex- 
penence of its folly, but above all, whose sense of religion, 
and seriousness of mind, (for with all that gaiety, she is a 
great thinker,) induced us both, in spite of that cautious 
reserve that marks our characters, to trust her, to love and 
value her, and to open our hearts for her veception It 
may be necessary to add, that by her own desire I wrote to 
her under the assumed relation of a brother, and she to 
me as my sister.— Ceu fumut »« auras. 
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I thank you for the search you have made after my inten- 
ded motto, but I no longer need it 1 have left myself no 
room for politics, that subject therefore must be postponed 
to a future letter Our love is always with yourself and 
family. We have recovered from the concern we suffered 
on account of the fracas above mentioned, though for some 
days It made us unhappy Not knowing but that she 
might possibly become sensible in a few days that she had 
acted hastily and unreasonably, and renew the correspon- 
dence herself, I could not in justice apprize you of this 
quarrel sooner, but some weeks having passed without any 
proposals of accommodation, I am non (>ersiiadcd, that none 
arc intended, and in justice to ^ ou am obliged to caution 
you against a repetition of your visit 

Yours, my dear friend, W C. 


CCIX 

. PLBA.SURE IN WBITINa-CONyiCTION THAT 
WHATEVER TOWER HE MAT FOSSEBS 
IS GIVEN HIM. 

TO Tllfc REV JOHN NEWTON. 

MT DRAB nursD, Fob 16, 1782. 

Lest the grumbling strain of my last should have aif 
effect upon you which I did not intend, and occasion you 
another journey to Johnson’s in order that you might ins- 
pire him with a little more alacnty in his work, I now write 
to inform you that he has, for the present at least, silenced 
all my complaints, by sending me the whole book except 
the two last sheets, which he gives me reason to expect to- 
morrow. When I have returned tne parcel, which I mean 
to do by the diligence on Monday, this tedious business, 
so far as I am concerned in it, will be over , nothing more 
mil then be requisite but to keep the press going till the 
number he designs are printed, which I suppose will de- 
mand no grettt length of time, as 1 have heard that the 
expedition with which they can work off a book, when the 
press is once set, is wonderful 
Caraccioli says — “'I'hcre is something \qjy bewitching in 
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authorship, and that he who has once written will write 
again.” It may be so — I can suliscnhe to the former part of 
his assertion from my own experience, having never found 
an amusement, among the many I have been obliged to have 
recourse to, that so well answered the purpose for which I 
used It. The quieting and composing effect of it was such, 
and so totally absorbed have I sometimes been in my rhym- 
ing occupation, that neither the past nor the future, (those 
themes which to me arc so fruitful in regret at other times,) 
had any longer a share in my contemplation For this reason 
I wish, and have often wished since the fit left me, that it 
would sei/e me again , but hitherto I have wished it in vain. 
1 sec no want of subject , but 1 feel a total disability to 
discuss them Whether it is thus with other writers, or 
not I am ignorant, but I should suppose my case m this 
respect a little iieculiar. The*volummous writers at least 
whose vein of fancy seems always to h.sve been rich in pro- 
portion to their occ.isions, cannot h.sve been so unlike, and 
so unequal to themselves. There is this difference between* 
my poetship and the generality of /Aew,— they have been 
ignorant how much they have stood indebted to an Almigh- 
ty power, for the exercise of those talents they have suppos- 
ed their ow n , whereas I know, and know most perfectly, 
and am perhaps to be taught it to the last, that my power 
to think, whatcier it be, and consequently my power to 
compose, is, as much as my outward form, afforded to me 
by the same hand that makes me in any respect to differ 
from a brute This lesson if not constantly inculcated 
might perhaps be forgotten, or at least too slightly remem- 
bered, — an evil of which 1 am in no danger , for if all that 
ancient mythologists have invented of a forked hill, a foun- 
tain, a god of verse, and his verse inspiring — ccetera desunt 
[Port of thu lettar baa boon torn off ] W C 


ccx. 

DOUBTS CONOERNINO THE PBEFAOE-LADT AUS 
TEN-THUBLOW-OOirrESTED ELEOIIOIT. 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN 
MT DKAR FRIEVD, Fob 24, 1782. 

If I should njceive a letter from you to-in.orrow, you must 
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still remember that I am not in your debt, having paid you 
by anticipation — Knowing that you take an interest in 
my publication, and that you have waited for it with some 
impatience, I write to inform you that, if it is possible for a 
printer to be punctual, I shall come forth on the first of 
March. I have ordered two copies to Stock , one for Mr. 
John Unwin — It is possible after all, that my book may come 
forth without a Preface Mr Newton has written, (he could 
indeed write no other,) a very sensible as well as a very 
friendly one , and it is printed But the bookseller, who 
knoivs him well, and esteems him highly, is anxious to have 
It cancelled, and with my consent ^’rst obtained, has offer- 
ed to negotiate that matter with thi author He judges, that, 
though It would serve to recommend the volume to the 
religious. It would disgust the profane, and that there is in 
reality no need of any Preface at all. I have found Tohnson 
a very judicious man on other occasions, and am tlicrefore 
lulling that he should determine for me upon this 
' Having imparted to you an account of the fnacas between 
us and I^dy Austen, it is necessary that you should be 
made acquainted with every event that bears any relation 
to that incident '1 he day before yesterday she sent me, 
by her brother-in-law, Mr Jones, three pair of worked 
ruifies, with advice that I should soon receive a fourth I 
knew they were begun before we quarTcllcd I begged 
Mr Jones to tell her when he wrote next, how much I 
thought myself obliged, and gave him to understand that 
I should make her a very inadequate, though the only 
■■etiirn in my power, by laying my volume at her feet This 
likewise she had previous reason given to expect Thus 
stands the affair at present , whether any thing in the shape 
of a reconciliation is to take place hereafter, 1 know not ; 
blit this I know, that when an amicable freedom of inter- 
course, and that unreserved confidence which belongs only 
to true fnendship, has been once unrooted, plant it again 
with what care you may, it is very difficult, if not impossible 
to make it grow The fear of giving offence to a temper 
too apt to take it, is unfavourable to that comfort we pro- 
pose to ourselves even in our ordinary connexions, but 
absolutely incompatible with the pleasures of real friendship 
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She IS to spend the summer in our neighbourhood, Lady 
Peterborough and Miss Mordaunt are to be of the party , 
the former a dissipated woman of fashion, and the latter 
a haughty beauty. Retirement is our passion and our 
delight , It IS in still life alone we look for that measure 
of happiness wc can rationally expect below What have 
we to do therefore with characters like these? shall 
we go to the dancing school again ? shall we cast off the 
simplicity of our plain and artless demeanour, to learn, and 
not in a youthful day neither, the manners of those whose 
manners at the best arc their only recommendatiop, and 
yet can in reality recommend them to none, but to people 
like themselves ? This .vould be folly which nothing but 
necessity could excuse, and in our case no such necessity 
can possibly obtain We will not go into the world, and if 
the world would come to us, we must give it the French 
wastieT— Monsieur et Madam ne sontpas visibles. 

There arc but few persons to whom I present my book 
The Ixird Chancellor is one. I enclose in a packet I send* 
by this post to Johnson a letter to his Lordship which will 
accompany the volume , and to you I enclose a copy of it, 
because I know you will have a friendly curiosity to see it 
An author is an important character. Whatever his merits 
may be, the mere circumstances of authorship warrants his 
approach to persons, whom otherwise perhaps he could 
hardly address without lieing deemed impertinent He 
can do me no good Ifl should happen to do him a little 
I shall be a greater man than he I have ordered a copy 
likesnse to Mr. Robert Smith. 

Ixird Sandwich has been hard run, byt I consider the 
push that has been made to displace him as the effort of a 
faction, rather than as the struggle of true patnotism con- 
vinced of his delinquency, and desiours to sacrifice him to 
the interests of the country Without public virtue public 
prospenty cannot be long lived, and where must we look 
for it ? It seems indeed to have a share in the motives that 
animate one or two of the popular party ; but grant them 
sincere, which is a very charitable concession, the rest are 
evidently naught, and the quantity qf salt is too small to 
season the mass. 
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I hope John continues to be pleased, and to give pleasure 
It he loves instruction, he has a tutor who can gi\e him 
))lL'ntirully of what he loves , and with Ins natural abilities 
his progress must be such as you would wish 

Yours, W C 


CCXI 

OBJECTIONS TO THE FBEFAOE BY MB. BATES 
AND THE PUBLISHEE-BEFEBENOE TO HIS 
MALADY -BEMABHS ON A FAST SEB- 
MON-IMFBOVEIONTS AT ONLEY. 

TO I’Hl!, RliV JOHN NEWTON 

MY iirAR FHiKNu, February, ITM'i 

1 1 IS not possible for me, as it used to be, to answer i 
'<uiid.iv’s letter by the return of the post It goes out in - 
fore It come» in A new and very inconvenient regulation 
J am now obliged to get all my despatches ready by nine 
or ten m the morning. Methinks I express myself like a 
Acretary of state 

1 enclose Johnson’s upon the subject of the Preface, and 
nuuld send you my rejily to it, if 1 had kejit a copy, I'li's 
however was the purport of It That Mr Kates, whom 1 
(Icsi'ribed as you described him to me, had made a similar 
oli)ection, but that being willing to hiijx;, that two or three 
pages of sensible matter, well expressed, might possilily go 
down, though of a religious cast, I was resolved to belieie 
him mistaken, and to p.Ty no regard to it 'I’hat hn judg 
ineiit however, who by his ocrupation is bound to undei- 
suiid what will promote the saleot a liook. and what will 
hinder it, seemed to deserve mure .ittcntion That therefun , 
11 cording to his own ofier wntten on a small slip of paper 
now lost, I should be obliged to him if he would state Ins 
dithcultigs to you adding, that T need not inform him, 
who IS so weir acquainted with you, that he would find you 
(sis\ to be persuaded to sacrifice, if necessary, what you had 
written, to the interests of the book I find he has had an 
interview with you upon the occasion, and ^our behaviour 

2G 



302 


COtVPEB’S IKTTEBS. 


in It has verified my prediction What course he determines 
upon I do not know, nor am I at all anxious about it It 
IS impossible for me however to be so insensible of your 
kindness in wnting the Preface, as not to be desirous of de- 
fying all contingencies rather than entertain a wish to sup- 
press It. It will do me honour in the eyes of those whose 
good opinion is indeed an honour, and if it hurts me in 
the estimation of others, I cannot help it , the fault is 
neither yours nor mine, but theirs If a minister’s is a 
more splendid character than a poet’s, and I think nobody 
that understands their value can hesitate in deciding that 
(|uestion, then undoubtedly the advantage of having our 
names united in the same volume is all on my side — but 
to say truth, though I may find a transient amusement, 
I have no sincere pleasure in any thing. Sufficient care 
IS taken by my nightly instructors diat I sluill not forget 
niy whereabout. Reminded as I am continually, and al- 
ways knowing it to be true, that I am a foreigner to the 
system I inhabit, I cannot if I would deceive myself inter 
an opinion that I have any real interest in any thing here 
I know that this persuasion would be thought sufficient 
evidence of frenzy were it produced before a jury under a 
commission of lunacy , but it is not the less a fact, neither 
IS It to me the least distressing part of it, that it is a fact of 
which I can convince nobody, because though convinced 
myself, it is impossible I should produce any proof of it , 
but let this pass — it will be known in due time 
We thank for the Fast-sermon. I had not read two pages 
before I exclaimed, — The man has read Expostulation ' 
But though there is a strong resemblance between the two 
pieces in point of matter, and sometimes the very same ex- 
pressions are to be met with, yet I soon recollected that, on 
such a theme, a striking coincidence of both might happen 
without a wonder I doubt not that it is the production of 
an honest man, it cames with It an air of sincenty and zeal, 
that IS not easily counterfeited But though 1 cansrsee no 
reason why kings should not sometimes hear 6f their faults, 
as well as other men, I think I see many good ones why 
they should not be reproved so publicly. It can hardly be 
done with that mspect which is due to their office, on the 
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jiart of the author, or without encouraging a spirit of un- 
mannerly censure in his readers His majesty too perhaps 
might answer — “my own personal feelings and offences I 
am ready to confess , but were I to follow your advice, and 
cashier the profligate from my service, where must I seek 
men of faith, and true Christian piety, qualified by nature 
and by education to succeed them ?*' Business must be 
dune, men of business alone can do it, and good men are 
rarely found under that description When Nathan re- 
proved David, he did not employ a Herald, or accompany 
his charge with the sound of the trumpet , nor can I think 
the writer of this sermon quite justifiable in exposing the 
king’s faults in the sight of the people 
These two last posts our news has failed us. This has 
occasioned our hiring one, and has given us an opportunity 
to discover that wc can be furnished at Oliiey with six 
Morning Chronicles in the week, for three shillings and 
three pence a quarter. We shall be obliged to you there- 
fore if you will pay our London newsmonger, and tell him 
we have no further need of him 
Daniel Kaban has levelled and gravelled the market lull, 
and because water is scarce at Olney, has put the parish to 
the expense of a town pump, and designs, in oider that 
people may not run their heads against it in the night, to 
crown It with a lamp As the people here are not so ric h 
as to be able to afford superfluities, this measure does not 
give universal satisfactioiu 1 subjoin the only verses I 
ha\e written for some time, which however are not to he 
published. The pump stands opposite Banister's door. 

Let Benieter now lend fais uid 
To furuieh ehoei for the Baker, 

Who has put down a pomp, with • lamp on its bead. 

For the use of the said Shoe- maker 

Many thanks for the tongues and the nuts, one of the 
latter is remarkably fine. The money shall be paid as 
directed, 1 enclose a list of my gifted readers, that you 
. may not purchase for those to whom 1 intend a present. I 
shall send Lord Dartmouth a card by the present post We 
are as ever yours and Mrs. Newton’s. 

WJtf. COWPER. 
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My coarh is full Mr Jones cannot have a place in it 
till next time. 


CCXII 

POLmOB-OLIVEB 0B0MWELL-MB8. MACAULATE 
mSTOBT-UNFAVOTTBABLE SEASON. 

TO THE REV JOHN NEWTON 
MT DKAR mil' Ml, March 6, 1782 

The tempting occasion of a basket directed to you, sel 
dom fails to produce a letter , not that 1 have any thing to 
sa), but berause I can say anything, therefore I seize thi 
prusent opportunity to address you Some subject will be 
sure to present itsclt, and the first that offers shall be wel- 
come 

Is jieace the nearer tiecause our patriots have resolved 
that It IS desirable ? Will the victory they have gained in 
the House of Commons be attended with any other conse^ 
ciufiiccs ih.in the mortification of the King, the enibarrass- 
iiieiit of miiiistry, and perhaps Lord North’s resignation ? 
Do they expect the same success on other occasions, and 
li.iviiii; once gained a m.njonty, are they to Ik* tlie ni.ijoritv 
forevi.r? — 'J'hese are tlie questions we agitate by the 
fireside in .in evening, without being able to come to any 
I ert.iin cone hision, partly I supjiose because the subject is 
111 Itself uncertain, and p,irtly liecause we are not furnished 
with the intans of uiidersuinding it I find the politics of 
times jiast far more intelligible th.in those of the present 
'rime has thrown light upon what was obscure, and decided 
w Imt was ambiguous The ch.iracters of great men, which arc, 
always mysterious while they live, are ascertained by the faith 
fill historian, and sooner or later receive their wages of faint 
or infamy, according to their true deserts How have I seen 
sensible and learned men burn incense to the memory of 
Oliver Cromwell, ascribing to him, as the greatest hero of 
the world, the dignity of the Bntibh empire dftring the inter 
regnum A century passed before that idol, whw h seemed 
to be of gold, was proved to be a wooden one The fallacy 
however was at ^ngth detected, and the honour of that de 



TO THE BE7. 3 . NEWTON. 


305 


tection has fallen to the share of a woman. I do not know 
whether you have read Mrs Macaulay’s history of that pe> 
nod She handled him more roughly than the Scots did at 
the battle of Dunbar, where, though he gained a victory, 
he received a wound in his head, that had almost made it 
his last, and spoiled him for a Protector. He would have 
thought It httle worth his while to have broken through all 
obligations divine and human, to have wept crocodile tears, 
and wrapped himself up in the obscurity of speeches that 
nobody could understand, could he have forscen that in the 
ensuing century a lady’s scissars would clip his laurels close 
and expose his naked villany to the SI orn of all posterity 
This however has been accomplished, and so effectually, 
that I suppose it is not in the i>owcr of the most artificial 
nianagenicnt to make them grow again Even the sagacious 
of mankind arc blind when Providence leaves them to be 
deluded , so blind, that a tyrant shall be niist.akeii for a true 
{latriot, true jiatriots (such were the Long Parliament) shall 
•be abhorred as tyrants, and almost a whole nation sliall 
dream, that they have the full enjoyment of liberty, foi 
years after such a crafty knave as Oliver shall have stolen it 
completely from them I am indebted for all this show of 
historical knowledge to Mr Bull, who has lent me five vo 
lumes of the work I mention I was willing to display ii 
while I have it , in a twelve month’s time 1 sh^l remember 
almost nothing of the matter 
I wrote to Lord Uartmouth to apprize him of my intend 
ed present, and have received a very affectionate and oblig- 
ing answer But not having received the volume niysclt, I 
suppose It IS not yet published, though the first of tlie month 
was the day fixed for the pulicatioii 
No winter since we knew Oliicy has kept us more closely 
confined than the present , either the ways have been so 
dirty or the weather so rough, that we have not more than 
three times escaped into the fields since last autumn This 
docs not suit Mrs Unwin, to whom air and exercise, her 
only remedies; are almost absolutely necessary Neither are 
Biy frequent calls into the garden altogether sufficient for 
me Man, a changeable creature himself, seems to subsist 
best in a state of variety, as his proper eleiqent. A mclan- 
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choly man at least is apt to grow sadly weary of the same 
walls and the same pales, and to find that the same scene 
will suggest the same thoughts perpetually 
Mrs Unwin hopes the chickens will prove good, though 
not so fat as she generally makes them. She has sent the 
two guineas for the box, and I the layers and pinks I men 
tion^ When the bulbs are taken up at Michaelmas, Mrs 
Newton shall receive a parcel of all the sorts Though 1 
have spoken of the utility of changes, we neither feel nor 
w ish for any in our friendships, and consequently stand just 
w here we did with respect to your whole self Other friends 
than you we have none, nor expect any 

Yours, my dear Sir, Wm. COWPER 
The cocoa nuts were equally good, and one of the tongues 
proved a very fine one , we hrve not dressed the other 

CCXIII 

HOPES or SEEINO HIM AND HIS FAMILY ON 
THEIB WAY TO YORKSHIRE -LADY AUSTEN 
-SUNDAY ROUTS 

loillfcarv WILIIAU UNWIN 
iir DKAR FRiKND, March 7, 1783 

We have great pleasure in the contemplation of your 
Northern journey, as it promises us a sight ofyouandyour^ 
by the way, and are only sorry that Miss bhuttleworth can 
not be of the party A line to ascertain the hour when wt- 
n'ay expect you, by the next preceding post, will be wel 
come 

We are far from wishing a renewal of the connexion we 
have lately talked about We did indeed find it in a cur 
t.nn way an agreeable one while that lady continued in the 
country, yet not altogether compatible with our favourite 
plan, with that silent retirement in which we have spent 
so many years, and in which we wish to spend what are yet 
before us She is exceedingly sensible, has great quickness 
of parts, and an uncommon fluency of expression but her 
vivacity was sojuetimes too much for us, occasionally 
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perhaps it might refresh and revive us, but it more fre- 
(]ucntly exhausted us, neither your mother nor I being 
in that respect at all a match for her. But after all. 
It does not entirely depend upon us, whether our for- 
mer intimacy shall take place again or not, or rather 
whether we shall attempt to cultivate it or give it, over, as 
we are most inclined to do, in despair. I suspect a little 
by her sending the ruffles, and by the terms in which she 
spoke of us to you, that some overtures on her part are to 
be looked for Should this happen, however we may wish 
to be reserved, wc must not be rude , but I can answer for 
us both, that we shall enter into the ronnec tion again with 
(■real reluctance, not hoping for any better fruit of it than 
it has already produced If you thought she fell short of 
the description I gave of her, I still think however that it 
was not a partial one, .iiul ih.at it did not mikc too f.ivour 
able a representation of her character You must have 
seen her to a disadvantage , a consciousness of a <)uarrel 
so recent, and in which she had exyiresscd herself with a 
warmth tliat she knew must have affronted and shocked us 
lioth, must unavoidably have produced its elTect upon her 
i)cbav lour, which though it could not be awkward, must 
have been in some degree unnatural, her attention being 
necessarily pretty much engrossed by a recollection of what 
had passed between us I would by no means have hazard 
ed you into her company, if I had not been sure that she 
would treat you with politeness, and almost persu.adcd that 
she would soon see the unreasonableness of her conduct, 
and make a suitable apology 

It is not much for my advantage, that the printer delays 
so long to gratify your expectation It is a state of mind 
that is apt to tire and disconcert us , and there are hut fewr 
pleaMires that make us amends for the pain of rejicated dis- 
appointment I take It for granted you have not received 
tile volume, not having received it myself, nor indeed heard 
from Johnson, since he fixed the first of the month for its 
publication * 

■ What a medley are our public prints, half the page filled 
^ith the ruin of the country, and the other half filled with 
the vices and pleasures of it , — here an island taken, and 
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there a new comedy j — here an empire lost, and there an 
Italian opera, or the Duke of Gloucester’s rout on a 
Sunday < 

“May It please your R H. * I am an Englishman, and 
must stand or fall with the nation Religion, its true Palla- 
dium, has been stolen away , and it is crumbling into dust 
Sin rums us, the sins of the great especially, and of their 
sms especially the violation of the sabbath, because it is 
naturally productive of all the rest It is fit that a Prince 
should make the sabbath a day of dissipation, and that not 
content with his own personal profanation of it, he should 
invite all whose rank entitles them to the honour of such 
distinction, to iiart.ike with him in Ins guilt 7 Are examples 
operative in proportion to the dignity of those who sit 
them ? Whose then more pernicious than jour own in this 
flagrant instance of impiety 7 For shame, Sir ' —if you wish 
well to your brother’s arms, and would be glad to sec tin 
kingdom emerging again from her rums, pay more respeit 
to an ordinant c that deserves the deepest ' I do not say 

pardon this short remonstrance , ’J'lie concern I feel for 

my country, and the interest I have in its prosperity, gne 
me a nght to make it. I am, &c.” 

Thus one might write to his Highness, and (I suppose) 
might be as protit.ab1> employed in whistling the tune of 

an old ballad Lord P had a rout too on the sanu 

day — Is nc the son of that P , who bought Pumh 

for a hundred pounds, and having kept him a week, ton 
him limb from liinli because he was sullen and would nrit 
speak 7— Prohalily he is 

I have no copy of the Preface, nor do I know at present 
how Johnson and Mr Newton ha\e settled it In the 
matter of it there was nothing offensively peculiar But it 
was thought too pious 

Vours, my dear friend. 


W C 
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CCXIV 

TVWJSSm'i USEFUL O&ITIOIBlllS-OOUFAIllSONS 
BETWEEN SIMON BBOWNNS CASE AND 
lOS OWN. 

TO THF HEV JOHN NEWfON. 

MY DEAR FRIXSD, March tl, ITri'i 

1 CAN only repeat what I said some time since, that the 
norld IS grown more foolish and carclcs^ tlian it was when 
1 had the honour of knouing it Thounh your Preface 
lias of a serious cast, it was yet free from esery tli iig that 
might, with propriety, expose it to the charge of Mcthodi'.m, 
liLiiig guilty of no offensive pcculiaritie'., nor conlaiiung 
any of those obnoxious doctrines at which tlic world is so 
ant to be angry, and which we must give her leave to he 
angry at, because we know she cannot liel|) it It asscru d 
nothing more than every rational creature must admit to 
lie true, — “that divine and earthly things i an no longer 
stand m competition with each other, in tlie judgment of 
any man, than while he continues ignorant of their respec- 
tive value and tliat the moment the eyes arc opened, the 
latter are always cheerfully Fclinquished fur the sake of the 
luimer ” Now I do most certainly remember the time 
when such a proposition as this would Iii\c been at least 
supporUble, and when it would not have spuded Uieiiiarktt 
of any volume to which it had lieen prefixed, e/xw — the 
times .arc altered for the worse 

I have reason to be very much salislierl with my publisher 
He marked such lines as did nut please him, and ns o'Ilii I 
( iiuld, I paid all possible respect to his animadversions Voii 
will accordingly find, at least if you recollect ho.v tiiey stood 
III the MS , that seveml passages are the better for having 
undergone his critical notice Indeed I do not know whore 
1 could have found a bookseller who could have pointed 
out to me my defects with more disc cTiiiuciit , and as I find 
It IS a fashion for modern liards to pub’ish the names of the 
\ literati who ha^e favoured their w'orl s wuh a revis.il, would 
tU) self most willingly have ackno.vlcdged my obligations 
to Johnson, and so 1 told him 1 am to thank you likewi..e, 
and ought to have done it m the first place^ for having re- 
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cammended to me the suppression of some lines, which I 
am now more than ever convinced Would at least have done 
me no honour 

I was not unacquainted with Mr. Browne’s extraordinary 
case, before you favoured me with his letter and his intend- 
ed dedication to the Queen, though I am obliged to you 
for a sight of those two curiosities, which I do not recollect 
to have ever seen till you sent them I could, however, 
were it not a subject that would make us all melancholy, 
point out to you some essential differences between his 
state of mind and my own, which would prove mine to be 
by far the most deplorable of the two. I suppose no man 
would despair, if he did not apprehend something singular 
in the circumstances of his own story, something that dis- 
criminates It from that of every other man, and that induces 
despair as an inevitable consequence You may encounter 
his unhappy persuasion with as many instances as you 
please, of persons who, like him, having renounced all hope, 
were yet restored , and may thence infer that he, like them 
shall meet with a season of restoration— but it is in vain 
Every such individual accounts himself an exception to all 
rules, and therefore the blessed reverse, that others have 
experienced, .affords no ground of comfortable exi>ectation 
to Aim But you will say, it is reasonable to conclude that 
as all ynur predecessors in this vale of misery and horror 
have found themselves delightfully disappointed at last, so 
will you : -I grant the reasonableness of it ,it would be sinful, 
perhaps, because unchantable, to reason otherwise , but an 
argument, hypothetical in its nature, however rationally con 
ducted, m.ay lead to a false conclusion , and in this instance 
so will yours But I forbear. For the cause above men 
tioned, I will say no more, though it is a subject on which 
I could write more than the mail would cany. 1 must deal 
with you as I deal with poor Mrs Unwin, in all our disputes 
about It, cutting all controversy short by an apped to 
the event 

MY DKAU MADAfl, 

We return you many thanks, in the first place for a pot 
of scallops excellently pickleid, and in the second for the 
snuff-box We^dmir^ it^ even when we supposed the price 
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of It two guineas ; guess then with what raptures we con- 
templated It when we found that it cost but one It was 
genteel before, but then it because a perfect model of ele- 
gance, and worthy to be the desire of all noses. 

Your own hams not being dry, Mrs. Unwin begs your ac- 
ceptance of one of hers, together with a couple of fowls, 
and would have sent soine brocoli, but has none —a reason 
for not sending it, which, however to be lamented, must yet 
be allowed a satisfactory one. Dear Madam, 

We are yours and Sir’s most 
Affectionately and truly 

WM C AND M U 


eexv. 

FI8H-HI8 BOOK IS PUBLISHED, AND ITS AOOEPT. 

ANOE TO DETBBMINE W HE T HE R HE SHALL 
ENTER UPON ANOTHER VOLUME 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

u\ DEAR nuBKD, March 14, 17S3, 

As servant maids, and such sort of folks, account a letter 
good for nothing, uiiles<> it begins with— This comes hoping 
you are well, as I am at this present ■ so I should be char- 
geable with a gre.nt omission, were I not to make frequent 
use of the follownng grateful exordium — Many thanks for a 
fine cod and oysters — Your bounty never arrived more 
seasonably. I had just been observing that among other 
deplorable effects of the war, the scarcity of fish which it 
occasioned, was severely felt at Olney , but your plentiful 
supply immediately reconciled me, though not to the war, 
yet to my small share in the calamities it produces. 

I hope my bookseller has paid due attention to the order I 
gave him to furnish you with my books. The composition 
of those pieces afforded me an agreeable amusement at in- 
tervals, for about a twelve month, and I should he glad to 
^devote the leisure hours of another twelve month to the 
same occupation, at least, if my lucubrations should meet 
Kith a favourable acceptance. But 1 cannot wnte when I 
Kould, and whether I shall find readers, is a problem not 
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yet decided So the Muse and I are parted for the present 
I scut Ixird 'J'hurlow a volume, and a letter with it, winch 
1 communicate liecausc }ou will undoubtedly have some 
i unosiiy to see It. Vours, Wm COWPER 


CCXVI 

PLEASED WITH HI3 FATOUEABLE OPINION OF 
THE POEMS-THUELOW- ME. UNWIN’S EN- 
DEAVOUES IN BEHALF OF THE 
PEISONEES. 

ro THF Kl\ WIIIIVM UNWIN 
HI DFAR vBirsn, March 18, 1783 

Nni iiiN<> has given me so much pleasure, since the publi 
cation of my volume, as jour favourable opinion of it It 
may po'.siblj meet with acceptance from hundreds, whose 
(ommendation i\()uld afford me no other satisfaction than 
what I should find in the hope that it might do them gooif 
1 have some neighbours in this place, who say they lik„ 

It , — doubtless I h.id rather they should than that thev 
should not,— but I know them to be persons of no more 
taste in poetry, than skill in the mathematics , their 
applause therefore is a sound that has no music in it for 
nic Hut my sanity was not &o entirely quescent when 1 
read your friendly .account of the manner in which it had 
affected It r. as tickled, and pleased, and told me in 
a pretty loud whisiier, th.at others perhaps of whose ta'-te 
and judgment 1 h.id a high opinion, would approve ii 
too As a giver of good counsel, I iiish to please all as 
an author, I am perfect]) indifferent to the judgment ol 
all, except the few who arc indeed judicious Tlie circum 
stance however in your letter which pleased me most iins, 
that you wrote in high spirits, and though you said much 
suppressed more, lest you should hurt my delicacy , my deli 
cacy IS obliged to you, — but you observe it is not so sque i 
mish, but that after it has feasted upon praisK expressed, it , 
can find a comfortable dessert in the contemplation of praise 
implied. I now feel as if I should be glad to begin 
anqtber volumq, but from the will to the power is a stc)> 
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too wide for me to take at pi^ent, and the season of the 
yt.ar brings with it so many avoCiitions into the garden, 
where I am my own fae totum^ that I have little or no 
leisure for the quite. I should do myself much wrong, 
were 1 to omit mentioning the great complacency with 
which I read your narrative of Mrs. Unwin’s smiles and 
tears , persons of much sensibility are always persons of 
laste , a taste for poetry depends indeed upon that very 
article more than upon any other If she had Anstotlu 
by heart, I should not esteem her judgment so highly, 
were she defective in point of feeling, as I do and must 
esteem it, knowing her to have such feelings as Aristotle 
rould not communicate, and as half the readers in the 
world are destitute of This it is that makes me set so 
high a price upon your mother’s opinion She is a cntic 
hy nature, and not by rule, and has a perception of what 
IS good or bad in composition, that I never know deceive 
her , insomuch, that when two sorts of expression have 
pleaded equally for the preference in my own esteem, and 
I have referred, as in such cases I always did, the decision 
of the point to her, I never knew her at a loss for a just 
one 

Whether I shall receive any answer from his Chancel 
llorship or not, is at present in attibiguo, and will probably 
continue in the same state of ambiguity much longer. He 
IS so busy a man, and at this time, if the papers may be 
credited, so particularly busy, that 1 am forced to mortify 
myself with the thought, that both my book and my letter 
may be thrown into a corner as too insignificant for a 
statesman’s notice, and never found till his executor finds 
them This affair however is neither ad my lUnSum nor 
his. I have sent him the truth, and the truth which 1 
know he is ignorant of. He that put it into the heart of a 
'ertain eastern monarch, to amuse himself one sleepless 
night with listening to the records of his kingdom, is able 
to give birth to such another occasion in Lord Thurlosir’s 
Ifnstance, and lAspite him with a curiosity to know what 
he has received from a friend he once loved and valued. 
If an answer comes however, you shall not long be a 
stranger to the contents of it. 


87 
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I have read your letter to their Worships, and much 
approve of It. May it have the effect it ought I If not, 
still you have acted and humane and becoming part, and the 
poor aching toes and fingers of the pnsoners will not appear 
in judgment against you I have made a slight alteration 
in the last sentence, which perhaps you will not disapprove 

Ypurs ever, W. C 


CCXVII. 

PIiEASED WITH HIS PRAIBE-UTILITT BIB AIM 

IN wHirura-umTATioN to outet- 

TO THE REV WILLIAM IJULL. 

WT DBAR SIB, Mareh 24, 1782. 

If you had only commended me as a poet, I should 
have swallowed your praises whole, have smacked my lips, 
and made no reply , but as you offer me your friendship, 
and account me worthy of your affection, which I esteem 
a much greater honour than that of being a poet, though 
even approved by you, it seems necessary that I should not 
be quite dumb upon so interesting an occasion. 

Your letter gave me great pleasure, both as a testimony 
of your approbation, and of your regard I wrote in hopes 
of pleasing you, and such as you , and though I must con- 
fess that, at the same time, I cast a side-long glance at the 
good liking of the world at large, I bcliei e 1 can say it was 
more for the sake of their advantage and instruction than 
their praise 'I hey arc children : if we give them physic, 
we must snccten the rim of the cup with honey. If my 
book is so far honoured as to be made a vehicle of true 
knowledge to any tliat arc ignorant, I shall rejoice , and do 
already rejoice that it has procured me a proof of your es 
teem, whom I had rather please than all the writers of 
both Reviews 

When your leisure and your health wd) allow you to trot 
over to Olney, you will most assuredly be welcome to us 
both, and even welcome if you please to light your pipe 
with the page in question 

Yours, my dear friend, affectionately, WM COWPER 
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CCXVIII 

THANKS FOS BOOKS-UB UILNBB. 

TO THE REV WILLIAM BULL. 

SIT DBAS SIB, Tneaday morning 

Behold the plan of your future operations ' which, as I 
have told Mr Newton, the man being found who is able 
to carry it into practice, ought not to be called Utopian It 
must be returned to London in the course of the nent ten 
days, by you if you have opportunity to send it , if not, by 
me In the latter case you will be so kind as to remit it to 
Obey in due season. 

I have loaded Mr Dunville with your books, and return 
you many thanks for the use of them Mr Milner’s ga\c 
me great pleasure, as a sensible, just, and temperate piece 
of argument. I only regret that, having it in his power to 
be perfectly correct in his expression, he should suffer any 
inaccuracies to escape him Such mistakes m an advocate 
for the truth, however venial in others, are sure to be mark- 
ed by the critics, and magnified to the disadvantage of 
his cause 

I heartily wish you many comfortable whiffs to-day, and 
every day, especially when you come to whiff in the green 
house Yours, WM C 


CCXIX ’ 

A GOOD TB7MPETEB-THI7BL0W -WISHES 
HIM TO BEVIEW HIS POEMS. 

TO THE REV. W UNWIN. 

XT DBAB nUBKD, April 1, 1782. 

I COULD not have found a better trumpeter. Your zeal 
to serve the inteie<t of my volume, together with your ex- 
tensive acquaintance, qualify you perfectly for that most 
useful office. Methinks I see you with the long tube at 
your mouth, proclaiming to your numerous connexions my 
S poetical merit^ and at proper intervals levelling it at Olney, 
and pounnj; into my ear the welcome sound of their appro- 
bation, Tneed not encourage you to proceed, your breath 
Kill never fail in such a cause ; and thus enoouraged, I my" 
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self perhaps may proceed also, and when the versifying fit 
returns pi^uce another volume Alas ' we shall never 
receive such commendations from him on the woolsack, 
as your good friend has lavished upon us. He has great 
abilities, but no religion Mr Hill told him some time 
since that I was going to publish , to which piece of infor- 
mation, so far as I can learn, he returned no answer , for 
Mr Hill has not reported any to me He had afterwards 
an opportunity to converse with him in private^ but my 
poor authorship was nut so much as mentioned whence I 
learn two lessons , first, that however important I may be 
in my own eyes, I am very insignificant m his, and second- 
ly, that I am never likely to receive any acknowledgment 
of the favour I have conferred upon his lordship, either 
under his own hand, or by the means of a third person , 
and consequently that our intercourse has ceased for ever, 
for I shall not have such another opportunity to renew it 
To make me amends honever for this mortification, Mr 
Newton tells me, that my book is likely to run, spread^ 
and prosper , that the grave cannot help smiling, and the 
gay are struck with the truth of it , and that it is likely to 
find Us way into his Majesty’s hands, being put into a pro- 
per course for that purpose Now if the King, should fall 
IQ love with my Muse, and ivith you for her sake, such an 
event would make us ample amends for the Chancellor's m- 
diffeience, and you might be the first divine that ever reached 
a mitre from the shoulders of a poet But, I believe, we 
must be content, I with my gains if I gain any thing, and 
you with the pleasure of knowing that I am a gainer. 

Doubt not your abilities for the task which Johnson would 
recommend to you The Reviewers are such fiery Socinians 
that they have less chanty for a man of my avowed prin- 
ciples than a Portuguese for a Jew They may possibly 
find here and there somewhat to commend, but will un- 
doubtedly reprobate the doctnnes pronounce me a methodist, 
and by so doing probably check the sale of the volume, if 
not suppress it. Wherein consists your ditticulty? Your 
private judgment once made public, and the world made 
acquainted with what you think and what you feel while you 
read me by the fireside, the business is done, I am reviewed, 
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and my book forwarded in its progress by a judicious re- 
commendation. In return, write a book, and I will be your 
reviewer j thus we may hold up each other to public 
admiration, and turn our friendship to good account. But 
seriously, I think you perfectly qualified for the undertaking, 
and if you have no other objection to it than what arises 
from self-distrust, am persuaded you need only make the 
expenment in order to confute yourself. J 

We laughed heartily at your reply to little John’s question , 
and yet I think you might have given him a direct answer — 
“There are various sorts of cleverness, my dear, I do not 
know that mine lies in the poetical way, but I can do 
ten times more towards the entertainment of company in 
the way of conversation than our friend at Olney He. can 
rhyme, and I can rattle If he had my talent, and I had 
his, we should be too charnung, and the world would almost 
.adore us ’’ 

. I have sowed sallad, in hopes that you will eat it, 1 have 
already cut cucumbers, but have no fruit growing at pri^ 
sent Spring onions in abundance We shall be happy to 
see you, and hope that nothing will intervene to .shorten 
your stay with us Our love is with you both, and with all 
your family. Bon voyage! Yours, Wm COWPER 

If your short stay in town will afford you an opportunity, 
I should be glad if you would buy me a gentcelish toothjiii k 
case I shall not think half a guinea too much for it , only 
It must be one that will not easily break. If second-hand, 
perhaps, it may be the better. 

eexx. 

MILITABT MUSIO-ZiATm LANaUAOE- 
FABENTHEBEB. 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN, AT THE REV. MA1JHIW 
FOWLEy’s, DEWSBURY, NEAR WAKEFIELD 
,MY DEAR WILLIAM, April 27, 1782 

A PART of Lord Harrington’s new-raised corps have taken 
up their quarters at Olney since you left us They have 
die regimentad music with them. The i&en have been 
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-drawn up this morning upon the Market-hill, and a concert, 
such as we have not heard these many years, has been 
performed at no great distance from our window. Your 
mother and I lioth thrust our heads into the coldest east 
wind that ever blew in April, that we might hear them to 
greater advantage. 'I'he band acquitted themselves with 
taste and propriety, not blatrtng, like trumpeters at a fair, 
but producing gentle and eluant symphony, such as 
charmed our ears, and convinced us that no length of time 
can wear out a taste for harmony ; and that though plays, 
balls, and masquerades have lost all their power to please 
us, and ne should find them not only insipid but in-support- 
able, yet sweet music is sure to find a corresponding 
faculty in the soul, a sensibility that lives to the last, which 
even religion itself does not extinguish I must pity there- 
fore some good people, (at least some who once were 
thought such,) who have been fiddled out of all their 
Christian profession , and having forsaken the world for a 
time, base danced into It again with all their might It is 
a snare from which 1 myself should find it difficult to escape, 
were I ninth in the way of it 

When we ohjectcil to your coming for a single night, it 
was only in the way of argument, and m hepes to prevail 
with you to ( ontnvc a longer abode with us. But rather 
than not see you at all, we should be glad of you though 
but for an hour If the [Xiths w’ould be clean enough, and 
wc are able to walk, (for you know we cannot nde,) we will 
endeavour to meet you in Weston Park. But I mention 
no p.'irticular hour, that I may not lay you under a supposed 
obligation to he punctual, which might be difficult at the 
end of so long a journey Only if the weather be favour- 
able, you shall find us there in the evening It is winter 
in the south, perhaps therefore it may be spnng at least, if 
not summei, in the north for I have read that it is warm- 
est in Greenland when it is coldest here. Be that as 
It may, we may hope at the latter end of wueb an April 
that th e first change of wind will improve the season 
We truly sympathized with you in the distresses you 
found on the northern side of Wakefield. It is well thal 
tile, fatigue and* the fnght together were not too much foi 
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Mr^iUnwin. What a boor was he 70 U meittion ' Cursed is hCi 
says the Scripture, that turneth the blind out of his way, . . 
a curse that, for aught I know, is fierce enough to singe the 
beard at least of the wretch who refuses to turn the wander- 
er into it. Vou Will probably preach at Dewsbury the last 
Sunday, and if you see this dealer in light money, and this 
uncivilised savage m the congregation, perhaps you may 
contrive to tell him so. 

The curate’s simile Latinized : — 

Son aiicerna t/ent tlimtiluin, led lendit et ala » ; 

Putigil, api similut Md, velut uta, fugit 

What a dignity there is in the Roman language ' and 
what an idea it gives us of the good sense and masculine 
mind of the people that spoke it ' The same thought which 
clothed in English seems chddish, and even foolish, assumes 
a different air in Latin, and makes at least as good an epi- 
gram as some of Martial’s. 

I remember your making an oliservation, while here, on 
Ihe subject of parentheses, to which I acceded without limi- 
tation , but a little attention will convince us both, that 
they are not to lie universally condemned. When they 
abound, and when they are long, they both embarrass the 
sense, and are a proof that the writer’s head is cloudy, that 
he has not properly arranged his matter, or is not well skil- 
led in the graces of expression. But as parenthesis is rank- 
ed by grammarians among the figures of rhetoric, we may 
suppose they had a reason for conferring that honour upon 
It. Accordingly we shall find that in the use of some of 
our finest writers, as well as in the hands of the ancient 
poets and orators, it has a peculiar elegance, and imparts a 
beauty which the period would want without it. 

''Hot nemut, Ahiw,” mgmt, "/rondom vtrlue eoUem 

(Quttdautneerlum eit) habilaldeut ’’—VtK. /Jin 8. 

In this instance, the first that occurred, it is graceful. 1 
have not time to seek for mor^ nor room to insert them. 
But your own observation I lielieve will confirm my opinion. 
We have thought of you and talked of you every day since 
•you went, and shall till you return Our love attends your- 
self and Mrs Unwin, John the hider of a tea-kettle not yet 
found, and your hosts at Dewsbury. 

Yours ever. 


W. C. 
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mOLOSINO A aOP7 OF DB. FRANKLIN’S LETTER 
UPON HIS POHacS-PBOVmBNOH 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

XT DEAR TBiKUD, May 27. 1782. 

Rather ashamed of having been at all dejected by the 
censure of the Critical Reviewers, who certainly could not 
read without prejudice a book replete with opinions and 
doctrines to which they cannot subsenbe, I have at present 
no little occasion to keep a strict guard upon my vanity, 
lest It should be too much flattered by the following eulo- 
gium I send it for you the reasons 1 gave when I impiart- 
ed to you some other anecdotes of a similar kind, wliile we 
were together Our interests in the success of this same 
volume are so closely united, that you 7iutst share with me 
in the praise or blame that attends it , and sympathizing 
with me under the burthen of injurious treatment, have a 
right to enjoy with me the cordials I now and then receive,* 
as I happen to meet with more favourable and candid 
judges. 

merchant, a friend of ours, (you will soon guess him,) 
sent my Poems to one of the first philosophers, one of the 
most eminent literary characters, as well as one of the 
most important in the politic.il world, that the jircsent age 
can boast of Now jierhaps your conjecturing faculties arc 
puzzled, and you begin to ask, “who, where, and what is he 7 
speak out, for I am all im]uiiuncc ” 1 will not say a word 
mure, the letter in which he returned bis thanks for the 
present shall speak for him 

SIR, PaB>y, May 8, 1782. 

I received the letter you did me the honour of writing 
to me, and am much obliged by your kind present of a 
hook The relish for reading of poetry had long since left 
me, but there is something so new in the manner, so easy, 
and yet so correct in the language, so clear in the expression, 
yet concise, and so just in the sentiments, that 1 have read 
the whole with great pleasure, and some of the pieces more 
than once. I beg you to accept my thankful acknowledg- 
ments. and to present my respects to the author 

1 shall take care to forward jhe letters to Amenca, and 
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shall be glad of any other opportunity of doing what may 
he agreeable to you, being with great respect for your cha- 
racter. 

Your most obedient humble servant, 6. FRANK1.1N. 

We may now treat the critics as the Archbishop of 
Toledo treated Gil Bias, when he found fault with one of 
his sermons. His grace gave him a kick, and said, "Begone 
for a jackanapes, and furnish yourself with a better taste, if 
you know where to find it ” 

We are glad that you are safe at home again. Could we 
see at one glance of the eye what is passing every day Upon 
all the roads in the kingdom, how many arc terrified and 
hurt,how many plundered and abused, ne should indeed find 
reason enough to be thankful for journeys performed in 
safety, and for deliverance from dangers wc are not perhaps 
even permitted to see When in some of the high southern 
latitudes, and in a dark tempestuous night, a flash of light- 
ning discovered to Captain Cook a vessel, which glanced 
along close by his side, and which, but for the lightning, 
he must have run foul of, both the danger, and the tran- 
sient light that showed it, were undoubtedly designed to 
convey to him this wholesome instruction, that a particular 
Providence attended him, and that he was not only pre- 
served from evils, of which he had notice, but from many 
more of which he had no information, or even the least 
suspicion. What unlikely contingencies may nevertheless 
take place ' How improbable that two ships should dash 
against each other, in the midst of the vast Pacific Ocean, 
and that steering contrary courses from parts of the world 
so immensely distant from each other, they should yet 
move so exactly in a line as to clash, fill, and go to the 
bottom, in a sea where all the ships in the world might be 
so dispersed as that none should see another < Yet this 
must have happened but for the remark.ihlc interference 
which he has recorded. The same Providence indeed 
might as easily have conducted them so wide of each other, 
that they should never have met at all , liut then this lesson 
would have been lost , at least, the heroic voyager would 
have encompassed the globe without having had occasion 
to relate an incident that so naturally suggests it 
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I am no more delighted with the season than ydU arc 
The absence of the sun, which has graced the spring with 
much less of his presence than he vouchsafed to the winter, 
has a very uncomfortable effect u[H)n my frame I feel an 
invincible aversion to employment, which I am yet cons- 
trained to fly to as my only remedy against something worse. 
If 1 do nothing, I am dejected , if I do any thing, I am 
weary , and that weariness is best described by the trord 
lassitude, which is of all weariness in the world the most 
oppressive But enough of myself and the weather 
'i he blow we have struck in the West Indies will, I 
suppose, be decisive at least fur the present year, and so 
far as that part of our possessions is concerned m the present 
conflict. But the news-writers, and their correspondents, 
disgust me, and make me sick One victory after such 
a long senes of adverse occurrences has filled them with 
self-conceit, and impertinent boasting , and while Rodney 
IS almost accounted a methodist for ascribing his success 
to Providence, men who have renounced all dependence 
ujion such a friend, without whose assistance nothing can 
be done, threaten to drive the french out of the sea, laugh 
at the SjKimards, sneer at the Dutch, and are to cany the 
world before them. Our enemies are apt to brag, and we 
deride them for it , but we can sing as loud as they can, 
in the same key, and no doubt wherever our papers go, 
shall be derided in our turn. An Englishman’s true glory 
should be, to do his business well, and say little about it , 
but he disgraces himself when he puffs his prowess as if 
he had finished his task, when he has but just begun it 

Yours, W C. 


CCXXII 

SELF OBSERVATION ON BEOOMINO AN AVTHOB- 
EZFEOTATION OF THE MONTHLY BEVIEW- 
MADAN. 

TO THE REV WILLI \M UNWIN.I 
MY DEAR FRIESD, June 12, 1782. > 

Every extraordinary occurrence m our lives affords us 
an opportunity to learn, if we will, something more of our 
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onn hearts an() tempers than we were before aware of. It 
IS easy to promise ourselves beforehand, that our conduct 
shall be wise, or moderate, or resolute, on any given occa- 
sion But when that occasion occurs, we do not always 
And It easy to make good the promise , such a difference 
there is between theory and practice. Perhaps this is no 
new remark , but it is not a whit the worse for being old, 
if It be true. 

Before I had published, I said to myself— You aqd I, 
Mr Cowper, will not concern ourselves much about what 
the cntics may say of our book But having once sent my 
wits for a venture, I soon liecaine anxious about the issue, 
and found that I could not be satisfied with a warm place 
in my own good graces, unless my friends were pleased 
«ith me as much as 1 pleased myself Meeting with 
their approbation, I began to feel the workings of am- 
bition It IS well, said I, that my friends arc pleas- 
ed, but friends are sometimes partial, and mine, I have 
itason to think, are not altt^cthcr free from bias mcthinks 
I should like to hear a stranger or two speak well ot me I 
was presently gratified by the approbation of the London 
Magazine, and the (ientleman’s, (xirticularly by that of the 
former, and by the plaudit of Ur tranklin By the way, 
magazines are publications we have but little respect for, till 
we ourselves are chronicled in them, .and then they assume 
an importance in our esteem which before we could not 
allow them But the Monthly Review, the most formidable 
of all my judges, is still behind What wall that critical 
Radamanthus say, when my shivering genius shall appear 
before him ? Still he keeps me in hot w'ater, and I must 
wait another month for his award Alas ' when I wish for 
a favourable sentence from that quarter, ( to confess a 
weakness that I should not confess to all,) I feel myself not 
a little influenced by a tender regard to my reputation here, 
wen among my neighbours at Olney Here are watch- 
makers, who themselves are wits, and who at present perhaps 
think me one * Here is a carpentei, and a baker, and not 
to mention others, here is your idol Mr Teedon, whose 
imile IS fame All these read the Monthly Review, and 
all these will set me down for a dunce, if those terrible 
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critics show them the example. But oh I wherever else I 
am accounted dull, dear Mr. Griffith, let me pass for a 
genius at Olney ' 

I am glad that Mr. Madan is pleased, and obliged to 
him for his intercession with Dodsicy ’its more than I 
expected. I wish he would publish something that I could 
approve of in return , hut if he does it must be on some 
other subject. Had he given an answer, though but a 
specious one, to the criticisms of the Monthly Review, his 
perseverance would stand less in need of an excuse : but 
having hitherto left unnoticed objections that strike at the 
very root of his project, though most provokingly challenged 
to refute them if he can, and still persisting in his design, 
he deserves less to be pitied as a man deceived, than blamed 
as an obstinate one What is that quotation from Josephus, 
or how can it be applied to his purpose ? Does it prove 
that the eotwerted Jews were polygamists ? No such matter, 
it has therefore nothing to do with his argument. As little, 
in my mind, is he assisted by the remark he makes on the 
19th of Matthew, “Christ did not condemn , therefore is 
he approved .” to which I reply, non valet consegtuntia ten 
thousand enormities prevailed in his day, which he did not 
condemn by name, but he did not therefore authorize the 
least of them. And is it not a strange supposition that He 
should leave his disciples ignorant of what Mr. Madan 
accounts so great a pnsilege for eighteen centunes, and at 
last raise up the gentleman in question to restore it, and 
him so little qualified after all for the purpose, that he cannot 
support his doctrine ? The Spirit was promised, and the 
Spint in due time was given, to lead bis disciples into all 
truth : and the history of the Christian Church proves from 
the beginning to the present hour, that amongst other 
truths He has constantly taught them this : that it is un- 
seemly for the followers of so holy a Master to allow 
themselves more wives than one, a custom for which nothing 
but the gratification of appetite can be honestly and fairly 
pleaded. The question is not polygaipy lawful to a 
Jew?" which nobody will dispute, but “is it lawful to a 
Chnstian ?” Till he caq prove the affirmative, towards which 
he boa yetdoq^nnthing, he hes better be qu)^, He only 
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disturbs the peace of families, puts the most valuable part 
of the sex to the torture, and disgraces himself 
We are sorry for little William’s illness It is however 
the privilege of infancy to recover almost immediately what 
It has lost by sickness. We are sorry too for Mr Thornton’s 
dangerous condition But he that is well prepared for the 
great journey cannot enter on it too soon for himself, though 
his friends will weep at his departure 
Your sister is well, and joins with me and your mother in 
affectionate remembrance of all at Stock 

We lend yon a (.hceie, 

III liopia It will pleato 
If so, your mother 
Will send you another. 

Yours, W C 


CCXXIII. 

LINES FBOM THE SNDFF-BOX FUT TO BAD USES. 

TO THB KhV WILLIAM BULL 
KT DRAR SIR, Wednesday, Jnne, 1782 

I AM glad you have read the plan three times with great 
pleasure , it is a sign that you have pretty well overcome 
your fears about the execution of it , for fear hath torment, 
and is therefore incompatible with pleasure 
I would willingly send you the lines that proceed from the 
lips of my snuff-box, were it possible, but alas ' they are no 
longer in being. I am a severer cntic upon myself than 
you would imagine, and have the singular knack of being 
out of humour with every thin^ or almost every thing I 
write, when it is about nine days old , accordingly I have 
used them, — no matter how — but Bentley himself could 
not have treated them with more indignity 
I thank you for your kind remembrance of me, and wish 
always to live in your esteem and affection, I shall do so, 
no doubts till you discover, as you will, that I have no nght 
to either 

I would send Mr - ’ s lines, but the letter is lost in a 
large bundle of others from the same hand, gnd I have net 

28 
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time to seek it Whether it be what I approve myself or 
not, or whatever it be, I promise you a copy of what 1 wnte 
next ; and am in the mean time, with Mm. Unwin’s and 
Mis Powley’s best respects, Yours, WM. C 


CCXXIV. 

MB. POWLErS SEPABTUBE-MK MLADTAUBTEET 
WE8TMIN8TEB OBAMHAB-OOLD BUMHEB, 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN 

MV osAB vaiBirD, July. 3rd, 1783. 

We took leave of your sister at the Georfre at Northampton 
on Wednesday evening last, having accompanied her thither 
in a chaise, with which we meant to have treated her, but 
found on our retum that, in spite of all our precaution, she 
had contrived to dischaige it. The Leeds coach took her 
up the next morning, — I may properly say took her up, for 
it did not take her in ; — ^being full, it afforded her no plac0 
but on the roof There, however, she found a well behaved 
man, who promised to take care of her. This intelligence 
has been communicated to us in a note from our late ser- 
vant, who lives at Northampton, and who slept with her at 
the inn We hope that by this time she is safe and sound 
at Dewsbury, it being agreed by all who ever made the ex. 
periment, that the top of a coach is the safest situation 
about It, being farthest removed from the point of joltation, 
as a philosopher would say, and consequently the least 
affected by it 

I neither congratulate nor condole with you on account 

of your late acquisition of Mr. M ^’s acquaintance. You 

have no great cause to be proud of it , his smiles are not 
BO valuable now as they might have been thought before he 
commenced an author In that character he has lost the 
most desirable connexions he had, and would have reason 
to think himself too happy if he could prevail with you to 
fill one of the vacant niches He did not always court you 
as he does now, not because you were not always worthy of 
his attention, but because he was not always equally sensi- 
ble of your vn]iie. The advantage, could he win you. 
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would be all oil his side ; for idiich reason, I esteem it, as 
I said, no proper subject for congratulation ,but then again, 
in consideration of your security, and because, although he 
angles for you very skilfully, you will not bite, I do not ac- 
count It an occasion of any anxiety or concern You are 
chiefly to be pitied for the disagreeable sensations to which 
a conduct such as you will find it necessary to observe 
must unavoidably expose you. It is painful to a generous 
mind, when solicited and assailed with expressions of a warm 
affection, to be obliged to make an inadequate return, and 
to strain hard for a little show of civility, when cordiality 
seems to be called for I can feel for you, because I know 
what I should feel in the same situation, and shall be glad to 
hear that you arc handsomely nd of a business in which, 
though your prudence will guard you from being a loser, 
you have nothing to gain 1 loved him once, but now 1 can 
only be sorry for him Why will he kick against the thorns, 
and provoke a man so much his superior, (if I have any 
judgment m the subject,) both as a writer and a scholar, and 
especially as possessed of that ground of truth, virtue, good 
sense, and propriety, from which he cannot possibly be dis- 
lodged ? Ignorance and impudence < — Oh fie ' the man is 
indisputably learned, and writes like a gentleman 

I enclose a letter from I.ady Austen, which I beg you to 
return to me in your next. Her sister was the bearer of it. 
We are reconciled She seized the first opportunity to em- 
brace your mother with tears of the tendcrest affection, and 
I of course am satisfied We were all a little awkwa^ at 
first, but now are as easy as ever. She stays at Clifton till 
after Chnstmas. Having been obliged to communicate our 
disagreement, I give myself a release* from that oblig.ition 
of secrecy, under which 1 am e.igagcd with respect to her 
other letters, accounting this, indc^ no part of our corres- 
pondence. 

I ask pardon for neglecting a subject on which you con- 
sulted me in your last. It is too much my practice to reply to 
a letter without reading it at the t<me, and on this occasion 
my memory failed me. I am no friend to Lily's Grammar, 
though I was indebted to him for my first introduction 
to the Latin language. The grammars used at Westminster, 
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both for the Latin and the Greek, are those to which, 
if I had a young man to educate, I should give the pre- 
ference They have the ment of being compendious and 
perspicuous, in both which properties I judge Lily to be 
defective. If 1 am not mistaken, however, they are in use 
at the Charterhouse, so that I have no need to describe 
them to you They arc called Busby’s Grammars, though 
Busby did not compose them The compilation was a 
task imposed upon his uppermost boys, the plan only be- 
ing drawn by the master, and the versification, which I 
have ofiun admired for the ingenuity of it, being theirs. I 
never knew a hoy of any abilities who had taken his notion 
of language from those grammars, that was not accurate to 
a degree that distinguished him from most others 

1 am writing in the greenhouse for retirement sake, 
where I bhiver with cold on this present third of July 
Summer and winter therefore do not depend on the position 
of the sun with respect to the earth, but on His appoint- 
ment who is sovereign in all things I .ast Saturday night 
the cold was so severe, that it pinched off many of the 
young shoots of our peach-trees 'Fhe nuraeryman we 
deal with informs me that the wall-trees are almost every- 
where cut off, and that a fnend of his near Tiondon has lost 
all the full-gKiwn fruit-trees of an extensive garden The 
very walnuts, wliicli are now no bigger tli.in small ha/el- 
nuts, drop to the ground , and the flowers, though they 
blow, seem to have lost their odours I walked with your 
mother yesterday in tlie g<aiden, wrapped up in a winter 
surtout, and tuuiid myself not at all encumber^ by it , not 
more, indeed, than I was in January Cucumbers contract 
that spot wliu h is seldom found upon them except late in 
the autumn, and melons hardly grow it is a comfort, how 
ever, to reflect that if we cannot have these fruits in perfec- 
tion, neither do we want them Our crops of wheat are 
said to be veiy indifferent, the stalks of an unccjual height, 
so that some of the cars are in danger of being smothered 
by the rest, and the ears in general lean md scanty 1 
never knew a summer in which we had not now and then 
a cold day to conflict with, but such a wintry fortnight as 
the last, at this season of the year, I never remember I 
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fear you have made a discovery of the webs you mentioned 
a day too late The vermin have probably by this time 
left them , and may laugh at all human attempts to destroy 
them, for every web they have hung upon the trees and 
bushes this )car, you will probably next year find fifty, per- 
haps a hundred their increase is almost infinite , so that if 
Providence does not interfere, and man secs fit to neglect 
them, the laughers you mention may live to be sensible oC 
their mistake. Love to all. 

Yours, WM C0WP1:R 
CCXXV 

BErLEOTIONS ON POLITICAL 0IB0TTM8TANCES AND 
THE DISPENSATIONS OF PBOVIDENCE-INCIVI 
LITY-OONSOLATION-LADT AUSTEN- 
MABTIN MADAN. 

lOTlIl. R^V VVILLIVM UNWIN 
* MV DBAK FHirvu, .Inly lU, 17(12 

ThouiiH some people jirctend to be clever in tlu, way of 
prophetical forecast, and to have a pi ciiliar talent of sagaci- 
ty, by which thev laii divine the meaning of a providential 
dispensation wliilc its conscijiienrcs .ire yet in embryo, I ilo 
not There is at this tune to be found I suppose in the 
cabinet, and in both houses, agrciter asscmbl.igc of .able 
men, both as speakers and counsellors, than ever were 
contcinpoi'ary in the same land \ man not arrustomed to 
trace the workings of Providence, as recorded in Si npturc, 
and that has given no attention to this particular siiiiject, 
while employed in the study of profane history, would assert 
boldly that it is a token for good, that much m.ay be expect- 
ed from them, and that the country, though heavily afflicted, 
IS not yet to be despaired of, distinguished as she is b' so 
many characters of the highest class Thus he weiild say , 
and I do not deny that the event might justify Ins skill in 
prngrostics ^ God works by me.ons, and in a case of great 
, national perplexity and distress, wisdom .and politu il ability 
seem to be the only natural means of deliverance But a 
mind more religiously inclined, and perhaps a little tinctur- 
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ed with melancholy, might with equal probabihty of success, 
hazard a conjecture directly opposite Alas I what is the 
wisdom of man, especially when he trusts in it as the only God 
of his confidence ? When I consider the general contempt that 
is poured upon all things sacred, the profusion, the dissipa- 
tion,the knavish cunning of some, the rapacity of others, and 
the impenitence of all , I am rather inclined to fear that God, 

' who honours himself by bnnging human glory to shame, 
and by disappointing the expectations of those whose trust 
IS in creatures, has signalized the present day as a day of 
much human sufficiency and strengtii, has brought together 
from all quarters of the land the most illustrious men to be 
found in it, only that he may prove the vanity of idols, 
and that when a great empire is falling, and he has pro- 
nounced a sentence of ruin against it, the inhabitants, be 
they weak or strong, wise or foolish, must fall with it 1 
am the rithcr confirmed in this persuasion, by observing 
that these luminaries of the state had no sooner fixed 
themselves in the political heaven, than the fall of the 
brightest of them shook all the rest The arch of their 
power was no sooner struck than the key stone slipped out 
of Its place , those that were closest in connexion with it 
followed, and the whole building, new as it is, seems to 
be already a rum If a man should hold this language, 
who could eoiivicl him of absurdity ? The Marquis of Rock- 
ingham IS minister, all the world rejoices, anticipating 
success in war, and a glonous peace The Marquis of 
Rockingliain is dead . all the world is afflicted, and relap- 
ses into Its former despondence What does this prove, 
but that the Marquis was their Almighty, and that now he 
IS gone, they know no other ? Kiit let us wait a little, they 
will find another , perhaps the Duke of Portland, or per- 
haps the unpopular Shelburne, whom they now represent 
ns a devil, may obtain that honour Thus God is forgot , 
and when he is, his judgments arc generally his remem- 
brancers 

How shall I comfort you upon the subjects of your pre- 
sent distress ? Pardon me that 1 find myself obliged to 
smile at it, because who but yourself would be distressed 
upon such an occasion ? You have behaved politely, and 
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like a gentleman , you have hospitably offered your house 
to a stranger, who could not, in your neighbourhood at 
least, have been comfortably accommodated any where 
else He by neither refusing nor accepting an offer that 
did him too much honour, has disgraced himself, but not 
you I think for the future you must be more cautious 
of laying yourself open to a stranger, and never again 
expose yourself to incivihties from an archdeacon you 
are not acquainted with 

Though I did not mention it, I felt with you what you 
suffered by the loss of Miss Ord I was only silent because 
1 could minister no consolation to you on such a subject, 
but what I knew your mind to be already stored with. 
Indeed, the application of comfort in such c.iscs is a nice 
business, and perhaps when best managed might as well 
be let alone I remember reading many years ago a long 
treatise on the subject of consolation, written in French , 
the author’s name I forget, but I wrote these words in the 
margin — “Special consolation ' at least for a Frenchman, 
who is a creature the most easily comforted of any in the 
world 

We are as happy in T.iady Austen, and she in us, as ever , 
— having a lively imagination, and being passionately de> 
sirous of consolidating all into one family, (for she has 
taken her leave of London,) she has just sprung a project 
which serves at least to amuse us, and to make us laugh , 
It IS, to hire Mr. Small’s house, on the top of Clifton-hill, 
which is large, commodious, and handsome, will hold us 
conveniently, and any friends who may occasionally favour 
us with a visit The house is furnished , but, if it can be 
hired without the furniture will let for a trifle Your senti- 
ments, if you please, upon this dfnarche f 

The word perhaps in that passage ol your letter, which 
relates to your correspondence with Mr Madan pleased 
me much. You viy, perhaps you may not write at aU , 
precisely the very conduc 1 1 would rei ummend to you 
I have not seen his letters, but 1 h.ivc hinrd a character of 
them, and I dare say a just one To disapprove tlieni 
will be offensive, and not to mention them will be tn dis- 
approve them. How then can you avoid giving offence, 
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unless you escape by an arehdeaconism, and decline an- 
swering him at all Indeed, indeed, in his present senti- 
ments, however polite, entertaining, and sensible he may 
be, he is not a proper connexion for you. Your character 
IS unblemished ; permit me to say, keep it so, —and have 
nothing to do with Thelyphthora or its author 
1 send you my last frank. Our best love attends jou 
individually and all together. 1 give you joy of a happy 
change in the season, and m^lf also. I have filled four 
sides in less time than two would have cost me a week 
ago , such IS the effect of sunshine upon such a butterfly 
as I am, 

Yours. W C 


CCXXVI 

THANmO HIM FOB FISH. AMD WZSHINa TO 
EJ3AB FBOM HIM NOT UPON BUSINESS. 

TO JOSFPH HILI., 1 sy 

MV lUAR VHiKMi, July 127, 1782 

1 AM to thank you, though in great haste, for a very Tint' 
turbot and lobster its companion Are you not going into 
the country ? Shall I not hear from you when you are a 
little at leisure ? I do not forget that you write innumer- 
able letters upon business , but mciliinks a letter now and 
then not upon business should for that very reason be a re 
freshment to you How fares the nation ? You think 1 
differ from you in politics. In truth 1 do not, I am ready 
at a moment’s warning to adopt yours, and renounce my 
own The nook 1 live in affords me no means of making 
up a set of opinions on any such suliject so well founded as 
not to be departed from —My respects attend Mrs Hill 
Your affectionate, Wm COWPER 
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CCXXVII ' 

SS. JOHNSOK-VHE OAT AKD fHE VlFEE-IiABT 
AUSTEN-UASAME OUTOirS POEMS BEOOM- 
MENDED TO HIM ET MB BOLL. 

TO IHC REV WILLI VM UNWIN. 

MI DEAR nUEKD, Aog 9 , 1782. 

Enteriaining some hope that \fT Newton’s next lettet 
would furnish me with the means of satisfying your inquiry 
on the subject of Dr Johnson’s opinion, I have till now de- 
la\cd my answer to your last , but the information is not yet 
romc, hir Newton having intermitted a week more than 
usual since his last writing When I receive it, favourable 
(ir not, it shall be communicated to you , but 1 am not 
very sanguine in my expectations from th.it quarter Very 
learned and very critical heads are hard to please He may 
perhaps treat me with lenity for the sake of my subject and 
design, hut the composition I think will hardly esc.ipe his 
censure Though all doctors may not be of the same mind, 
there is one doctor at least, whom I have lately discovered, 
my professed admirer He too, like Johnson, was with 
dilHculty persuaded to read, having an aversion to all poetry, 
except the Night Thoughts which on a certain occasion, 
when being confined on board a ship he h.id no other eiii- 
ployincnt, he got by he.irt He w.is however prev.ailed up- 
on, and read me several times over , so that if my volume 
bid sailed with him, instead of Dr Young’s I might per- 
haps have occupied that shelf in his memory which he then 
allotted to the l)octor , his name is Renny, and he lives at 
Newport Pagnel 

It is a sort of paradox, but it » true : we are never more 
m danger than when we think ourselves most secure, nor 
in reality more secure than when we seem to be most m 
danger Both sides of this apparent contradiction were 
lately verified in my exnenencc — Passing from the green- 
house to the barn, I saw three kittens (for we have so many 
^ in our retinue) 'looking with fixed attention at something, 
which lay on the threshold of a door, coiled up I took 
but little notice of them at first , but a loud hiss engaged 
me to attend more closely, when behold-T-a viper ' the 
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laigest I femember to have seen^ leanng itself, darting its 
forked tongue, and ejaculating the aforementioned hiss at 
the nose of a kitten almost in contact with his kps. I ran 
into the hall for a hoe with a long handle, with which 1 in- 
tended to assail him, and returning in a few seconds missed 
him : he was gone, and I feared had escaped me. Still 
hoiTever the kitten sat watching immoveably upon the same 
spot I concluded, therefore, that, sliding between the 
door and the threshold) he had found his way out of the 
garden into the yard I Went round immediately, and 
there found him in close conversation with the old cat, 
whose curiosity being excited by so novel an appearance, 
inclined her to pat his head repeatedly with her fore foot , 
with her claws however sheathed, and not in anger , but in 
the way of philosophical inquiry and examination T'o pre- 
vent her falling a victim to so laudable an exercise of her 
talents. I interposed In a moment with the hoe, and per- 
formed upon him an act of decapitation, which though 
not imm^iately mortal proved so m the end. Had be 
slid into the passages, where it is dark, or had he, when m 
the yard, met with no interruption from the cat, and se- 
cret^ himself m any of the out-houses, it is hardly possible 
but that some of the family must have been bitten , he 
might h.aVe been trodden upon without being perceived, 
and have slipped away before the sufferer could have well 
distmguished what foe had wounded him Three years 
ago we discovered one in the same place, which the barber 
slew with a trowel 

Our proposed removal to Mr Small’s Wiis, as you suppose, 
a jest, or rather a joco-serious matter We never looked upon 
it as entirely feasible, yet we saw in it something so like prac- 
ticability, that we did not esteem it altogether unworthy of 
our attention. It was one of those projects which people of 
lively imaginations play with, and admire for a few days, 
and then break in pieces Lady Austen returned on Thurs- 
day from London, where she spent the last fortnight, and 
whither she was called by an unexpected* opportunity to 
dispose of the remainder of her lease. She has now theie- 
foie no longer any connexion with the great city, she has 
none on earth whom she calls friends but us, and no bouse 
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but at Otney Her abode la to be at the vicatagc, where 
she has hired as much room as she wants, which she will 
embellish with her own furniture, and which she will occupy 
as soon as the minister's wife has produced another child, 
which IS expected to make its entry in October 
Mr Bull, a dissenting minister of Newport, a learned, 
ingenious, good-natured, pious friend of ours, who some- 
times visits us, and whom we visited last week, has put into 
my hands three volumes of French poetry, composed by 
Madam Guyon ; — a quietist say you, and a fanatic, I will 
have nothing to do with her It is very well, you are wel- 

come to have nothing to do with her, but in the mean time 
her verse is the only French verse I ever read that I found 
agreeable , there is a neatness in it equal to that which we 
applaud with so much reason m the compositions of Pnor 
I Imve translated several of then), and shall proceed m my 
translations till I have filled a Lilliputian paper-book I 
happen to have by me, which when filled I shall present to 
Mr. Bull. He IS her passionate admirer, rode twenty miles 
to see her picture in the house of a stranger, which stranger 
politely insisted on his acceptance of it, and it now hangs 
over his parlour chimney. It is a striking portrait, too 
characteristic not to be a strong resemblance, and were it 
encompassed with a glory, instead of being dressed in a nun’s 
hood, might pass for the face of an angel 
Our meadows are covered with a winter-flood in August , 
the rushes with which our bottomless chairs were to have 
been bottomed, and much hay which was not earned, are 
gone down the river on a voyage to Bly, and it is even un- 
certain whether they will ever return &e transit ghrta 
mundt / I am glad you have found a curate , may he answer * 
Am happy m Mrs Bouverie’s continued approbation , it is 
worth while to wnte for such a reader 
Yours, 


W C 
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CCXXVIII 

ySBSES WBITTEN WHILE THE HiOOD 
SEPARATED THSU. 

TO LADY AUSTEN 

To watch the itorma, and hear the eky 
hive all nnr almanaeke the lie , 

To ehake with cold, and eee the plaine 
In antumn drown'd with wintry raine ; 

thne I epend my momenta here, 

And wieh myaeU a Batch Mynheer , 

1 then ehould have no need of wit, 

Por lumpieh Hollander unfit 
Nor ehould I then repine at miid, 

Or nieadowe deluged with a flood , 

But in a bog live well content. 

And find it jnet my element , 

Should be a clod, and not a men. 

Nor wieh in vain for Sieter Ann, 

With charitable aid to dini; 

My mind out of iti proper i|ii.ig ; 

Should have tho geniiie of n boor, 

And no ambition to have more, 

NY DEAN SiaXEB, 

You see my beginning I do not know but in time I may 
proceed even to the printing of halfpenny ballads — Excuse 
the coarseness of my paper , I wasted siirh a quantity before 
1 could accomplish any thing legible, that I could not afford 
finer I intend to employ an ingenious mechanic of the 
town to make me a longer case , for you may observe that 
my lines turn np their tails like Dutch mastiffs, so difficult 
do I find It to make the two lialves exactly coincide with 
each other We wait with impatience for the departure of 
this unseasonable flood We think of you, and talk of you, 
but we can do no more, till the waters shall subside I do 
not think our correspondence should drop because we are 
within a mile of each other It is but an imaginary ap 
proximation, the flood having in reality as effectually part^ 
ps as if the British Channel rolled between us 
Yours, my dear sister, with Mrs Unwin’s tiest love 
Aug 12, 1782 W. C * 



TO TBB BBT. W. UNWIN. 


837 


CCXXIX. 

ICADAM aUTON. 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM BULL 
MT DBAS ntnMD, 

The letter in which this to you was enclosed did not 
reach me till this afternoon, though dated the twenty-seventh 
of July, nor did it leave London till yesterday Mr Forster, 
who often takes the charge of Mr Newton’s dispatches to 
me, no doubt forgot to put it into the post 

I thank you fur Madame (lUyon, I often spend a morning 
in tran'ilatmg some select pieces, such as I think may be 
successfully rendered in linglish When time shall serve, 
you shall have the fruit of my labours 
Mrs Unwin joins me in best respects to Mrs Bull, 
not forgetting the young gentleman We are as well as 
these turbulent elements will pennit us to be, and in hopes 
of seeing you once more at Olney, 

* I remain, your affectionate, 

sug 14. 1788 WM COWPER 


CCXXX, 

LADY AUSTEirS ILLNESS -HER OPINION OF 
HE. UNWIN. 

TO THE RtV. WILLIAM UNWIN 
The last four days have been days of adventure, teem- 
ing with incidents in which the opposite ingredients of 
pain and pleasure have been plentifully mingled, and of the 
most interesting kind. Lady Austen's behaviour to us ever 
since her return to Clifton has been such as to engage our 
affections to her more than ever. A flood, indeed, has 
sometimes parted us for many days , but though it has 
often been impossible for us who never ride to visit htr^ as 
soon as the wltcr has become fordable by an ass, she has 
mounted one, and visited us On Thursday last, in the 
evening, she came down with her sister to the evening lec- 
ture She had not been long seated in her pew before she 
was attacked by the most excruciating pains of bilious co- 

SB 
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lie : having much resolution, however, and being deter- 
mined not to alarm her sister, the congregation, or the 
minister, she bore It without discovering much of what she 
felt even to Mrs. Jones till the service was over. It is a dis- 
order to which she has lately been very subject We were 
just sitting down to supper, when a hasty rap alarmed us. I 
ran to the hall window, for the hares being loose, it was im- 
possible to open the door. The evening had been a dismal 
one, raining almost continually, but ]ust at that time it held 
up I entreated Mrs. Jones to go round to the gate, and, 
understanding by her tremulous voice that something dis- 
tressful was at hand, made haste to meet her. I h^ no 
sooner reached the yard-door, and opened it, than Lady 
Austen appeared leaning upon Mr Scott She could not 
speak, but thrusting her other arm under mine, with much 
difficulty made shift to attain the great chair by the fireside 
in the parlour ; there she suffered unutterable anguish for 
a considerable time, till at length, by your mother’s appli- 
cation and assistance, being a little relieved, she contnved 
to climb the staircase, and after about three hour's agony 
was put to bed At eleven at night we sent off a messenger 
to Northampton, who returned at seven the next morning, 
and brought a physician with him He prescribed, and 
she was better hnday night she slept tolerably, rose cheer- 
ful, and entertained us all Saturday with much agreeable 
conversation as usual , but her spirits being too great for 
her strength, the consequence was a frightful hysteric fit, 
which seized her just as she was going to bed. She was 
alone, for her sister had been obliged to go home , and 
thinking there was no need of such a precaution, she would 
have nraody else to sleep with her. The appointed signal 
was, that she should knock if she wanted anything. She 
did so , your mother hastened to the chamber, and 1 after 
her to know if 1 could be of any use. She had not begun 
to undress, so I was admitted , and soon after her disorder 
became qmte convulsive, accompanied with most of the 
symptoms of the most violent fits of that sort* 1 have ever 
seen In about an hour she grew better, rested tolerably^ 
and was in good spints on Sunday, and last night well 
enough to returp to Cbfton upon the ass, 7° day we dme 
there. 
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Are you curious to know her sentiments of you t The 
question has, no doubt, excited your cunosity if you had 
none before. Suppose, however, I postpone the gratifica- 
tion of It, and make it part of my next letter, finishing this 
with something more important ? No ; you must be satis- 
fied this moment . no man that merits the good opmion of 
others can be indifferent to it. You shall t^^en. 

She would have known you for your mother’s son the 
moment she saw you, had you not been announced by 
name. This is some praise, let me tell you, especially 
from her, who thinks that mother the best of women, 
and loves her at least as much as if she were her own. 
Your figure the most ele^nt she ever saw, — no longra 
complain of calfless legs, and a belly with nothing in 
It I— your countenance quite handsome — no longer be 
ashamed of a nose you have sometimes thought too 
long < — every motion of your hmbs, your action, your atti- 
tude, bespeak the gentleman ; —added to all this, your viva- 
city and your good sense, together with an amiable disposi- 
tion, which she IS sure you possess, though she has but an 
hour’s knowledge of you, have placed you so high in her 
esteem, that had you an opportunity to cultivate an interest 
there, you would soon be without a rival Fourteen years 
ago I would not have made you this relation , such a strip- 
ling as you were at that time would have been spoiled by so 
much praise, and through the mere hunger after more 
would have lost what he had acquired already , but being 
the father of a family, and the minister of three parishes, I 
am not afraid to trust you with it. I beg Mrs Unwin 
will add a short postscript to your next, just to inform me 
whether, when you perused this picture of yourself, you 
blushed, and how often. I had almost forgot what she 
desired me to insert, that she wishes as much for a Mr. Un- 
win here, as you can possibly for a I.Ady Austen at Stock 
Notwithstanding the uncommon, rigour of the season, 
much of our wheat is earned, and in good condition. It does 
not appear that the murmunngs of the farmers were with 
•any reason the com has suffered much less by mildew 
than was reported , and if it is at all injured, (in this part of 
the world at least,) it must be ascribed to their foolish im- 
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patience, who toculd cut it down too soon. It is so cold 
this 27th of August that 1 shake in the greenhouse where I 
am writing 

Our united love attends you all. Your letter is gone to 
Dewsbury 

Vours, my dear William, WM C. 


CCXXXI 

LADY AUSTEN-ATTEMPT AT HOTTSE-BBEAElNa- 
FEOFESSOBS OF BEUaiOB-PBISONEBS. 

TO THK Kt.V WILT lAM UNWIN. 

MV HEAR WILLIAM, 

The modest terras 111 which you express yourself on the 
subject of I.ady Austen’s commendation embolden me to 
add my suffrage to liers, and to confirm it by assuring you 
that I think her just .and well founded in her opinion of 
you The eoniphincnt imtced ghnecs at myself, for were 
you less than she accounts you, 1 ought not to afford you 
tliat place in my cstuuin which you h.ive held so long My 
own sjgiicity therefore and disccrniiicnt arc not a little 
concerned upon the occasion, for either you resemble the 
picture, or I h.a\e strangely mistaken my man, and formed 
an erroneous jmlgment of his character With respect to 
your flee and figure indeed, there I leave the ladies to de- 
termine. as being naturally best qualified to decide tin 
point , but whether you arc perfectly tlic man of sense, and 
the gentleman, is <i c|ucstioii in which I am as much inter- 
ested as they, and which, you being my friend, I am of 
course prejured to settle in your favour 'Hie lady (whom, 
when you know her as well, you will love as much as we do) 
IS, and has been during the last fortnight, a part of our 
family Before she was perfectly restored to health, she 
returned to Clifton Soon after she came hack, Mr Jones 
had occasion to go to l..ondon No sooner was he gone, 
than the Chateau, being left without a garrison, w’as besieg- 
ed as regularly as the night came on. Villains were both 
heard and seen in the garden, and at the doors and win- 
dows. The kitchen window in particular was attempted, 
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from which they took a complete pane of glass, exactly 
opposite to the iron by which it was fastened , but providen- 
tially the window had been nailed to the wood-work, in 
order to keep it close, and that the air might be excluded , 
thus they were disappointed, and being diseoxcred by the 
maid, withdrew The ladies being worn out with conti- 
nual watching, and repeated alarms, were at last prevailed 
upon to take refuge with us Men furnished with Arc arms 
were put into the house, and the rascals, having intelligenri 
of this circumstance, beat a retreat hfr. Jones returned . 
Mrs Jones and Miss Green, her daughter, left us, but 
Lady Austen’s spirits having been too much disturbed, to 
be able to repose in a place where she had been so inuen 
terrified, she was left behind She remains nitb us till her 
lodgings at the vicarage can be made ready for lier ret cj tion 
I have now sent you what has occurred of moment in one 
history since my last 

I say amen, with all my heart, to your observation on 
religious characters Men who profess themselves .ulepls 
fti mathematical knowledge, in astronomy or jiirisiirudcncc, 
are generally as well ({ualified as they would appear Tbu 
reason may be, that they are always liable to detection, 
should they attempt to impose upon mankind, and ihcn- 
fore take care to be what they pretend In religion ah ne, a 
profession is often slightly taken up, and slovenly c. rricd 
on, because forsooth candour and chanty rcriuire us to ho[ii- 
the best, and to judge favounably of our nciglibour, a id lx 
cause It IS easy to deceive the ignorant, who arc a gre. c m i- 
jority, upon this subject Let .a man attach himself to a pai- 
ticiilar party, contend furiously for what are properly callct' 
evangelical doctrines, and enlist himself under the bariicr ci( 
some popular preacher, and the bu ,iness is done lichohi i 
Christian ' a Saint ' a Phoenix ' — In the mean tune perhaps his 
heart, and his temper, and even his conduct, arc iinsancci- 
fied , possibly less exemplary than those of some avowed 
infidels No matter '—he can talk, —he has the Shibboleth of 
the true church, — the Bible in his pocket, and a lie id well 
stored with nbtions. But the quiet, humble, modest, and 
peai'eanle person, who is in his practice what the other is 
only m his profession, who hates a noise,and therefore makes 
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none, vho knowing the snares that are in the world, keeps 
himself as much out of it as he can, and never enters it, but 
when duty calls, and even then with fear and trembling, is 
the Christian that will always stand highest in the estimation 
of those, who bring all characters to the test of true wisdom, 
and judge of the tree by its fruit 
You arc desirous of visiting the prisoners ; you wish to 
administer to their ncressities, and to give them instruc- 
tion This task you will undertake, though you expect to 
encounter many things in the performance of it that will 
give you pain Now ths I can understand you will not 
listen to the sensibilities that distress yourself, but to the 
distresses of others Therefore, when I meet with one of 
the specious praters above-mentioned, I will send him to 
Stock, that by your diffidence he may lie taught a lesson of 
modesty , by your generosity, a little feeling for others , and 
by your general conduct, in short, to chatter less, and to do 
more Yours, my dear friend, W C 

CCXXXII 

ISB. SMALL'S VISIT - OOWPEB AFBAID TO ENQUIBE 
ABOUT HIS FBIBNUS BT LBTTBB. 

10 JOSEPH HILL, fcsy, 

KT PKAH IKIPXU, Sept 0, 1703 

Ylsierusy, and not before, I received your letter, dateil 
1 ith of June, trom the bands of Mr Small. I should ha\i 
been hapjiy to have known him sooner , but whether being 
afraid of that horned monster, a Methodist, or whether 
from a principle of Ucli< acy, or deterred by a flood, whicli 
has rolled for some weeks between Clifton and Olney, 1 
know not, — he has favoured me onlj with a taste of hi-i 
company, and will leave me on Saturday evening, to regret 
that OUT acquaintance, so lately begun, must be so soon 
suspended. He will dine with us that day, which I reckon 
a fortunate circumstance, as 1 shall have an opportunity to 
introduce him to the liveliest and must entertaining wom.-iii 
in the country 1 have seen him but fur half'aii hour, >ei 
without boasting of much discernment, 1 see that he is 
polite, easy, cheerful, and sensible. An old man thus qua 
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lifted, cannot fail to charm the lady in question As to 
his religion, I leave it — I am neither his bishop nor his 
confessor A man of his character, and recommended by 
you, would be welcome here, were he a Gentoo, or a Ma- 
hometan. 

I learn from him that certain fnends of mine, whom I 
have been afraid to enquire about by letter, are alive and 
well The current of twenty years has swept away so man) , 
whom 1 once knew, that I doubted whether it might he 
advisable to send my love to your mother and your sis- 
ters They may have thought my silence strange, but they 
have here the reason of it Assure them of my affuctiun- 
ate remembrance, and that nothing would make me happier 
than to receive you all in my green-house, your own Mrs 
Hill included It is fronted with myrtles, and lined with 
mats, and would just hold us, for Mr Small informs me 
your dimensions are much the same as usual 

Yours, my dear fnend, Wm COWPER 

CC\X'CII1 

SZPBSS8I0N OF FBIENDSHIF-IKVITATION TO 
0LNE7- HIS OWN HOPELESS STATR 

ro SKh KFV WII I lAM liUI.I 

Mnn aimable t1 ires Jier Ami, 

I r IS not in the power of chaises or chariots to carry you 
where niy affections will not follow you , if I heard that you 
were gone to finish your days in the Moon, 1 should not 
lose you the less , but should contemplate the place of 
your abode, as often as it appeared in the heavens, and 
■'ly — Farewell, niy friend, for ever ' laist, but not for- 
gotten ' Live happy in thy lantern, and smoke the re- 
munder of thy pipes in peace ' Thou art rid of Earth, at 
least of all its cares and so far can I rejoice in thy remo- 
val , and as to the (arcs that are to be found in the Moon, 
lam resolved to siijiiKise them lighter than those hi. low , 
heai ler they can hardly be 

‘ 1 have nevei since 1 saw* you failed to enquire of all the 
few that were likely to inform me, whether you were sick or 
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abroad, for I have long wondered at your long silence and 
your long absence. I believe it was Mr. Jones who told 
me that you were gone from home I suppose, therefore, 
that you have been at R.imsgate, and upon that condition 
I excuse you , but you should have remembered, my fnend, 
that people do not go to the seaside to bring back with 
them pains in the bowels and such weakness and lassitude 
as you complain of You ought to have returned ten years 
younger, with your nerves weU braced and your spirits at 
the top of the weather glass Come to us, however, and 
Mrs Unwin shall add her attentions and her skill to those 
of Mrs Hull , and ve will give you broth to heal your bow- 
els, and toasted rhubarb to strengthen them, and send you 
back as brisk and as cheerful as we wish you to be always 

Both your advice and your manner of giving it are gentle 
and friendly, and like yourself 1 thank you for them, and 
do not refuse yuur counsel because it is not good, or In - 
cause I dislike it, but because it is not for me , there is not 
a mill it|«in c.irth tlut might not be the better for it, my- 
self only expci tul Prove tome th.it I bate a right fo 
pray, <ind 1 will pray without ceasing . yes, and praise too, 
even in the belly of this hell, compared with which Jonah's 
wras a p.'ilace, a teiTi|de of the living (lod But let me add, 
there is no cncour.igcincnt in the benpture so comprelieii 
51VC as to iiK hide my case, nor any consol.ition so effectual 
as to rc.ii li It 1 do not relate it to you, because you could 
not believe it , you would agree with me if you could And 
yet the sin by which I am cm hided from the privileges 1 
once enjoyed, you would account no sin, you would even 
tell me that it w.is a duty Thi-, is strange you will 
think me iniid, —but I am not mad, most noble Festiis, I 
am only in despair, and those powers of mind which 1 
possess are only permitted to me for my amusement ,'it 
some times, and to acumin.atc and enhance my misery at 
others I have not oven asked a blessing upon my food 
these ten years, nor do I expect that I shall ever ask it 
again Yet 1 love you, and such as you, and determine to 
enjoy your friendship while I can — it will not be long, wc 
must soon part for ever 

Madame Guyon is finished, but not quite transcribed 
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Mis. Unwin, who has lalely lieen much indisposed, unites 
iicr love to you with mine, and we both wish to be affec- 
tionately remembered to Nfrs Bull and the young gciitle- 
niaii Yours, my fnend, V\ M COWPER. 

oa 27. 1782. 


CCXXXlV. 

JOHN blLPIN-PUBLIO STTBSORIPTlONB-STTI'fBE- 

nras-oF the poor at olney. 

TO THE REV WILLI VM UNWIN 
M\ DSAR raiRND, Jfnv 4, 1782 

You are too modest , though your last consisted of three 
sides only, I am certainly a letter in your debt It is pos- 
sible that this present writing may prove as short Yet, 
short as it may be, it will be a letter, and make me a cre- 
ditor, and you mj debtor A letter indeed ought not to be 
estimated by the Iciuth of it but by the lonlenls, and how 
rail the contents of any letter lie mr>re .agreeable than your 
last ? 

You tell me that John Gilpin iimdc you laugh tears, and 
that the ladies at court are delighted with my Poems 
Much good ra.ay they do them ' May they become as wise 
as the writer wishes them, and then they will be much 
happier than he > I know there is in the book that wisdom 
which cometh from above, liecause it was from abcnc that 
I received it. May the) receive it too ' For w'hcther they 
drink it out of the cistern, or win tber it falls upon them 
immediately from the clouds, as it did on me, it is all one. 
It IS the water of life, which whosiicver drinkcth shall thirst 
no more. .As to the famous horseman above mentioned, he 
and his feats arc an inexhaustible source of merriment. At 
least we find him so, and seldom meet without refreshing 
ourselves with the recollection of them You are perfectly 
at liberty to deal with them as you plc.ase Auctore tantfim 
anouymo xmprimantur , and when printed, send me a copy 
I congratukfte you on the discharge of your duty and 
jour conscience, by the jMins jou have taken for the relief 
of the prisoners. You proceeded wisely, yet courageously, 
and deserved better success Your labours Jiowever will be 
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remembered elsewhere, when you shall be foigotton here , 
and if the poor folks at Chelmsford should never receive 
the benefit of them, you will yourself receive it in heaven 
It is pity that men of fortune should be determined to acts 
of beneficence sometimes by popular whim, or prejudice, 
and sometimes by motives still more unworthy. The liberal 
subscnption raised in behalf erf the widows of the seamen 
lost in the Royal Geoige was an instance of the former At 
least a plain, short, and sensible letter in the newspaper 
convinced me at the time, that it was an unnecessary and 
injudicious collection and the difficulty ^ou found in effec- 
tuating your benevolent intentions on this occasion, cons- 
trains me to think that had it been an affair of more notorie- 
ty than merely to furnish a few poor fellows with a little 
fuel to preserve their extremities from the frost, you would 
have succeeded better Men really pious delight in doing 
good by stealth * but nothing less than an ostentatious dis- 
play of bounty will satisfy mankind in general. I feel my- 
self disposed to furnish you with an opportunity to shine jn 
secret We do what we can Rut that can is little You 
have nch friends, are eloquent on all occasions, and know 
how to be pathetic on a proper one. The winter will be 
severely felt at Olncy by many, whose sobriety, industry, and 
and honesty, recommend them to charitable notice and we 
think we could tell such persons as Mrs. Bouvene, or Mr. 
Smith, half a doseii talcs of distress, that would find their wa> 
into hearts as feeling as theirs You will do as you see good , 
and we in the mean time shall remain convinced, that you 
will do your best Lady Austen will no doubt do some- 
thing ; for she has great sensibility and compassion 

Your mother wishes you to liuy her twelve yards of silk 
for a grown, from five to seven shillings a yard, and half ell 
wide. The colour, either ruby, garnet, or ^tle de Paris. 

Yours, my dear Unwin, W C. 
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A OOBDIAL ^rVITATION. 


TO THE HEV, WILLIAM BULL. 

Not. 5 , 1789 . 

Oharitnu Taurarum 

Qwo( mnf, vel/uentiU, im1 pastkae aliti «miil tn annu 
We shall rejoice to see you, and I just write to tell you 
so Whatever else I wanL I have, at least, this quality m 
Lommon with publicans and sinners, that I love those that 
love me, and, for that reason, you in particular Your 
warm and affectionate manner demands it of me And 
though 1 consider your love as growing out of a inisUken 
expectation that you shall see me a spiritual man hereafter 
I do not love you much the less for it 1 only regret tliat 
I did not know you intimately ip those happier days, when 
the frame of my heart and imnd was such an might have 
made a connexion with me not altogether unworthy of you 
I add only Mrs. Unwin’s remembrances and that I am 
gldd you believe me to be, what I truly am, 

Your faithfiil and affectionate, W C 


CCXXXVI, 

QONTBNTED WITH HIS SITUATION IN ALL RESPECTS 
-OEFENHEHCE EXCEPTED -FLAHTHfO- 
OTYITATIOH TO OLNET, 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ, 

MV DUB FUBHD, NoV. 11, 1789, 

Your shocking scrawl, as you tenn it, was, however, a 
very welcome one The character, indeed, has not quite 
the neatness and beauty of an engraving , but, if it cost me 
some pains to decypher it, they were well rewarded by the 
minute information it conveyed I am glad your health is 
such, that you have nothing more to complain of than may 
be expected on the down-hiU side of life. If mine is better 
than yqurs, it is to ^ attributed, I suppose, pnncipally, to 
the constant hqjoyment of coun^ air and retirement , the 
most perfect regularity in matters of eating, drinking, and 
deeping ; and a ^ppy emancipation from every thing that 
Rteijrs the fgee of business, I fead the life I always wished 
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for, and the single circumstance of dependence excepted, 
(which, between ourselves, is very contrary to iny predonim 
ant humour and disposition,) have no want left broad 
enough for another wish to stand upon. 

You may not, perhaps, live to see your trees attain 
to the dignity of timber , — I, nevertheless, approve of your 
planting, and the disinterested spirit that prompts you to 
It Few people plant, when they are young ; a thousand 
other less profitable amusements divert their attention , 
and most people, when the date of youth is once expired, 
think It too late to begin 1 can tell you, however, for 
your comfort and encouragement, that when a grove, which 
Major Cowper had planted, was of eighteen years growth. 
It was no small ornament to his grounds, and afford- 
ed as complete a shade as could be desired. Were I 
as old as your mother, in whose longevity I rejoice, and 
the more, because I considci it as, in some sort, a pledge 
and assurance of yours, and should come to the possession 
of land worth jilantmg, 1 would begin to-morrow, and evSn 
without previously insisting upon a bond from Providence 
that I should live five years longer 

1 saw last week a gentleman who was lately at Hastings 

I asked him wlicre he lodged. He replied at P ’s. I 

next enquired after the poor man’s wife, whether alive or 
dead He answered, dead So then, said I, she was seold- 
cd her last , and a sensible old man will go down to his 

grave in peace Mr P , to be sure, is of no great con 

sequence, either to you or to me , but having so fair an 
opportunity to inform myself about him, I could not neglect 
It. It gives me pleasure to learn somewhat of a man I knew 
a little of so many years since, and for that reason merely 
1 mention the circumstance to you. ' 

1 find a single expression in your letter which needs cor- 
rection You say 1 carefully avoid paying you a visit at 
Wargrave Not so , — but connected as I happily am, and 
rooted where I am, and not having travelled these twenty 
years,— being, besides, of an indolent temper, and having 
spirits that cannot bear a bustle— all these are so many iti- 
Bupcrables in the way They are not, however, m yours , 
and if you and Mrs. Hill wdl make the expertment, you 
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shall I find yourselves as welcome here both to me and to 
Mrs Unwin, as it is possible you can be any where. 

Yours affectionately, Wm. COWPER 

CCXXXVII. 

MR. 8MITV8 BOUNTY TO THE POOR AT OLNEY- 
JOHN aiLPIN-YlVE LA BAOATELLK 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM UMWIM 
MV DSAS W114JAK. STov. 18, 1782 

On the part of the poor, and on our part, be pleased to 
make acknowledgments, such as the occasion calb for, to 
our lieneficent friend Mr Smith I call him outs, because 
having experienced his kindness to myself in a former in- 
uance, and in the present his disinterested readiness to sue. 
eour the distressed, my ambition will be satisfied with no- 
thing less. He may depend upon the stnetest secrecy , no 
creature shall hear him mentioned, either now or hereafter, 
as the person from whom we have received this bounty. 
But when I speak of him, or hear him spoken of by others, * 
which sometimes happens, I shall not foiget what is due to 
so rare a character I wish, and your mother wishes it too, 
that he could sometimes take us in his way to Nottingham , 
he will find us happy to receive a person whom we must 
needs account it an honour to know. We shall exercise 
our best discretion in the disposal of the money , but in this 
town, where the Gospel has been preached so many years, 
where the people have been favoured so long with bbonous 
and conscientious ministers, it is not an easy thing to find 
those who make no profession of religion at all, and are yet 
proper objects charity The profane ate so piofone, so 
drunken, dissolute, and in every respect worthless, that to 
make them partakers of hb bounty would be to abuse it 
We promise, however, that none shall touch it but such as 
are miserably poor, yet at the same time industrious and 
honest, characters frequently united here, where the most 
watchful and unremitting bbour will hardly procure them 
bread We make none but the cheapest laces, and the 
pnee of them is Cidbn almost to nothing Thanks are due 
to yourself likewise^ and are hereby accordmgly rendered, 

M 
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for wavii^ your claim in behalf otyour oWn parishionen 
You are always with them, and they are aiwa 3 rs, at least some 
of them, the better for your residence among them- Olney 
is a populous place, inhabited chiefly by the half-starved and 
the ragged of the earth, and it is not possible for our small 
party and small ability to extend their operations so far as 
to be much felt among such numbers. Accept therefore 
your share of their gratitude, and be convinced that when 
they pray for a blessing upon those who have relieved their 
wants. He that answers that prayer, and when he answers it, 
will remember his servant at Stock. 

I httlc thought when I was writing the history of John 
Gilpin, that he would appear in print— I intended to laugh, 
and to make two or three others laugh, of whom you were 
one But now all the world laughs, at least if they have the 
same relish for a talc ridiculous in itself, and quaintly told, 
as we have — Well — they do not always laugh so innocenti), 
6r at so small an expense — for in a world like this, abound- 
ing with subjects for satire, and with satirical wits to mark 
them, a laugh that hurts nobody has at least the grace of 
novelty to recommend it Swift’s darling motto was, Fm 
la bagatelle— a good wish for a philosopher of bis comple- 
xion, the greater part of whose wisdom, whencesoever it 
came, most certainly came not from above. £a bagatelle 
has no enemy in me, though it has neither so warm a friend 
nor so able a one, as it had in him If I trifle, and merely 
trifle, It IS because 1 am reduced to it by necessity — a me- 
lancholy, that nothing else so eflectually disperses, engages 
me sometimes in the arduous task of being merry by force 
And, strange as it may seem, the most ludicrous lines 1 
ever wrote have been written in the saddest mood, and, 
but for that saddest mood, perhaps had never been written 
at all. To say truth, it would be but a shocking vagary, 
should the mariners on board a ship buffeted by a terrible 
storm, employ themselves in fiddling and dancing , yet 
sometimes much such a part act I . 

I hear from Mrs. Newton, that some great persons have 
Spoken wuh great approbation of a certain book —Who 
^hey.4(e, and a^^tliisy b&ve said, I.»m to bp told in a 
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future letter. The Monthly Reviewers in the mean time 
have satisfied me well enough. 

Yours, my dear William, W C 


CCXXXVIII. 

FISH WBLOOUE, BT7T NO BUBBTITUTE FOB A 
LETTEB-MB. BMALL-ELUOIT'S 
EYE-MEDIOINES. 

TO JOSRPII HILL, ESQ 

VT DEAR nnCHD, Nov. 1783 . 

I AM to thank you for a fine cod, which came most 
opportunely to make a figure on our tabic, on an occasion 
that made him singularly welcome I write, and you send 
me a fish This is very well, but not altogether what I 
want I wish to hear from you, because the fish, though 
he serves to convince me that you have me still in remem- 
brance, says not a word of those that sent him, and with 
respect to your and Mrs Hill’s health, prosperity, and hap- 
piness, leaves me as much in the dark as bufurc You are 
an arc, likewise, that where there is an exchange of letters. 
It IS much easier to write But I know the multiplicity of 
your affairs, and therefore perform my part of the corres- 
pondence as well as I can, convinced that you would not 
omit yours, if you could help it 

Three days since I received a note from old Mr Sm.-ill, 
which was more than civil — it was warm and fncndly 
The good veteran excuses himself for not calling upon me, 
on account of the feeble state in which a fit of the gout 
had left him He tells m^ however, that he has seen 
Mrs. Hill, and your improvements at Wargrave, which will 
soon become an ornament to the place May they ’ and 
may you both live long to enjoy them ' I shall be sensibly 
mortified if the season and his gout together should de- 
prive me of t|je pleasure of receiving him here , for he is 
a_ man much to my taste, and quite an unique in this 
country. 

When it suits you to send roe some more of Elliott's 
medicmes, I ahall be obliged to you My* eyes are, m gp- 
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neial, better than I remember them to have been, since I 
first opened them upon this sublunary stagey which now a 
little more than half a century ago ; yet I do not think 
myself safe, either without those remedies^ or when, through 
long keeping, they have, in part, lost their virtue. I seldom 
us^ them without thinking of our tnp to Maidenhead, 
where I first experienced their efficacy We are growing 
old ; but this is between ourselves . the world knows no- 
thing of the matter Mr. Small tells me you look much as 
you did and as for me, being grown rather plump^ the 
ladies tell me I am as young as ever 

Yours ever, Wm COWPER 


. CCXXXIX. 

THANES FOB THE 1NTEBE8T SHB TAKES IN HIB 
POEMS -WINTEB SETTINO IN WITH BEVEBXTT- 
THE POOB-THE WATS OF PBOTIDENOE-DIS- * 
ftjtes best oabbied on at a DISTANOH 

TO MRS NEWTON 

■Y DFAB MADAM, NoV. 28, 1782 

The soles with which you favoured us were remarkably 
fine Accept our thanks for them ; thanks likewise for 
the trouble you tike in vending my poems, and still more 
for the interest you take in their success My authorship 
is undoubtedly pleased when I bear that they ate approved 
either by the great or the small ; but to be approved by the 
great, as Horace observed many years ago^ is fame indeed 
Having met with encouragement, I consequently wish to 
write again , but wishes are a very small part of the quali- 
fications necessary for such a purpose. Many a man who 
has succeeded tolerably well in his first attempt, has spoil 
ed all by the second But it just occurs to me that I told 
you so once before, and if my memory had served me with 
the intelligence a minute sooner, I would not Jiave repeated 
the observation now. 

The winter sets in with great seventy The rigour of the 
season, and the advanced pnee of gram, are very threaten- 
ing to the poor. • It is well widi tlmsc.$hat_^ feed upon 
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a promise audjvrap themselves up warm i.n the robe .of 
salvation. \ good fire-side and a well-spread table are but 
very indifTereiit substitutes for these better accommoda- 
tions , so very indifferent, that I would gl idly e\ch.inge 
them both, for the rags and the unsatisfied hunger of the 
poorest creature that looks forward with hope to a better 
world, and weeps tears of joy in the midst of penury and 
distress. What a world is this > How mysteriously govern 
cd and, in appe irance left to itself. One man, h.iv.ng 
squandered thousands at a gaming-tible, finds it conve 
nient to travel , gives his estate to somebody to manage for 
him , amuses himself a few years m Krance and Italy , 
returns, perhaps, wiser than he went, having .ai'iiiiired 
knowledge which, but tor his tollies, he would never havi- 
acquired , again m.akcs a splendid figure .it home, shines 
in the senate, governs his country as Us miiiisiv,r, is ad 
mired for liis abilities, and, if successful, adored, .at least 
by a party When he dies he is pr.iisul as a demigod, 
and his monument reooids eveiy thing b It his vkls The 
exact contrast of such a picture is tri he founil in many 
cottages at Olncv I have no need to describi. ihi m , you 
know the characters I mean They love God, they trust 
him, they pray to him in seciet, and though he means to 
reward tlicin openlj, tlie diy of rotoninense is dcLiycd In 
the mean tunc they suffer every thing that mlirmity and 
jiovcrty c.an inflict iipiin them AVno would suspeit, thai 
has not a spiritual eye to disiern it, tint the line gentleman 
was one whom his Mtkcr had in ahhorre.v.e, and the 
wretch last-mentioned, dear to him as the apple of his eye ^ 
It is no wonder that the world, who are not in the erei, 
iind themselves obliged, some of them, to doubt s I'rovi- 
dence, and others alisoliilcty to deny it, when almost nil 
the real virtue there IS in It, is to be found living and dy- 
ing in a s*ite of nc'Iected oljsciirity, and all the v.ccs ot 
others gaiinot exclude them from the privilege ol worship 
and honour' lint Jselniiil the curtain the mailer is jex- . 
plained, ver^hltfe, however^ to the satisfaction of the 
great 

If you ask me why I have written thus, and to you es- 
pecially, to whom there was no need to write thus, 1 can 
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only reply, that having a letter to write, and no news tn 
LOinmunicate, I pick^ up the first subject I found, and 
pursued it as far as was convenient for my purpose 

Mr Newton and I are of one mind on the subject ut 
patriotism Our dispute was no sooner begun than it 
ended It would be well, perhaps, if, when two disputants 
begin to engage, their inends would hurry each into a sc 
parate elnise, and order them to opposite points of ili, 
coinjMSs Let one travel twenty miles east , the other a» 
many west , then let them write their opinions by the post 
Much altercation and chafing of the spirit would Ik pro 
vented , they would sooner come to a right understand 
mg, and running away from e ich other, would carry on tlit 
combat more judiciously, m evact proportion to the ihs 
tance 

My love to that gentleman, tl you please , and tell hue, 
that, like him though I love my country, I hate its follu , 
aiitl Us sins, and had rather see it scourged in mercy, than 
jikIh i.dly hirdened by prosjierity 

Mrs UniMii Is not very well, but better than she hSs 
been She ,idds her love to both Yours, my dear VI ul im, 
as ever, VVvi ( OWPKK 


CCXl 


OISTKIBUTION 07 ALMB-T7ED0N 

10 am Rfcv wiiuAvi ltnwin 

MV IK <>111 nil, Nov W, 1|8J 

biNce such IS Mr Smith s d >sirc, wi will dispose of the 
money before the expo itio.i or the vcir It is, indeed, 
already disposed of, except a very small part, which it was 
uiir intention to reserve till the increasing seventy of the 
season should call for the application of it A man iml 
hiij wi'i have been made so happy, that they loftkl neitliii 
of them sliep for joy 'I hey are pirfectly honest, solar, 
■iid industrious, but with all their industry w6re unable m 
maintain thcmsches and five children, without runiiin;’ 
ueepl) m debt to ihe baker The discharge of this deb. 
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and the additional comfort of some necessary clothing, 
were blessings so unexpected, that the transports they felt 
on receiving them are nut often equalled 
Vour friend, Mr Teedon, who with all his foibles is a de- 
serving man, so far at least as the strictest honesty and the 
most laborious attention to his little school, can entitle him 
to that character, has been very seasonably and substan- 
tially relieved. The poor man’s writing paper was almost 
all expended, and not having wherewith.il to purchase 
more, or to p ly his small arrears to the stationer, he h.id 
fretted himself into a slow fever, which Mr. Smith how- 
ever has effectually cured, and he stands restored to his 
loriner health and sprightliness of conversation Kent day 
was likewise near at hand, a formidable era, which I be- 
lieve his indigence always obliges him to anticipate with 
liorror , but the terrors of it are removed, and the sum of 
three gume.is has performed all these wonders Our judg 
nient in these matters is, that it is better to give effectual 
relict to a few than to split a sum into diminutive items, the 
operation of which is scarcely jicrceptible among many, 
U c have, however, delivered others from the entanglement 
of debts which, though simill, were to them an insuppurt- 
.ihle burthen , and hy putting a few shillings in their 
put kets, have encouraged them to undergo the drudgery 
jf their miserable oeeupations with alacrity and delight 
I have been rather circmnstintial in my detail, because, 
though It IS certain Mr Smith would not have entrusted 
his bounty to our disimsal, had he not had some 
thing like an implicit conlidence m our discretion, it 
will perhaps afford him satisfaction to know, wiili some 
degree of partu ul.irity, in what manner that ili'-cretion has 
been exercised We liave given to none but the honest, 
the worthy, and consequently, 1 ina> .tdd, to none but thu 
truly grateful. 

I'o-morrow I sinll expect a letter Irom 'fr Newton, it is 
nut therefore m my , lower to givi. yun any inform.ition by 
this post on the subjei t, vvh.ch ^Irs Nt.vt m lonclkd so 
lightly Whether h,. himself will enlarge upon it is douht- 
tul, being fearful, for wise reasons, of receiving praise, and 
>ur the same reasons fearful of corninunicnting n hut as 
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for mo, my modesty is in no danger , I have that within 
which sufficiently guards me against the workings of vanity , 
no man would think highly of himself, if he believed that 
his Maker thought meanly of him 

I have a poem upon Friendship, which, for the life of me, 
I cannot now transcribe , it is at least thirty staoisas m 
length, each consisting of six lines On some future occa- 
sion, perhaps, I may have more time, and find myself Ic^o 
indolent At present I can write nothing but a letter, and, 
to say the truth, am not sorry when I have reached the 
end of it 

I beg you will mention us handsomely to Mr, Smith and 
to Mr and Mrs Creuze Vour mother is pretty well , her 
love attends you Yours, iny dear friend, 

VVM COVVFER 

1 have written this a week sooner than 1 need have done, 
a discovery 1 have made this moment , it is possible, there 
fore, til tt I may find an opportunity to send you Friendshi|> 

ccxr.i 

BEATTIE -DOUBTS WEETHEB HE SHOULD BE 
BNOOUBAOED TO PUBLISH A SEOOND VOLUMH 

TO IHh. KfcV WIIIIVM bNWIN 

tlY DIIAK WlbLIVM, 

Doctok llhAmE is a resjieriable cliaracter, I at count 
him a man of sense, a philosopher, a sv.hular, a fiers m ui 
distinguished genius, and a good writer, I believe linn ton 
a Christian , witli a profound reverence for the .Scriptun , 
with gre.il real and ability to enforce the belief of it (both 
which he exerts with the candour and good manners of a 
gentleman), he seems well entitled to that allowance , and 
to deny it him, would impeuh one's own right to the appci 
lation With all these good things to recommend him, 
there can be no dearth of sufficient reasons to read his 
writings You favouicd inn some years since with one of 
his volumes, by which I was both pleased add instructed 
and I beg that you will send me the new one, when yon 
can convenientW spare it, or rather bring it yourself, while 
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the swallows are yet upon the wing , for the summer is 
going down apace. 

You tell me you have been asked, if I am intent Upon 
another volume ? I reply, — not at present, not being con- 
vinced that I have met with sufficient encouragement 1 
account myself happy in having pleased a few, but am not 
nch enough to despise the many I do not know what sort 
of market my commodity has found, but if a slack one, t 
must beware how I make a second attempt My bookseller 
will not be willing to incur a certain loss , and 1 can as 
little afford it Notwithstanding what I have said, I write, 
and am even now writing for the press. I told you that I 
had translated several of the poems of Madame Guyon. 1 
told you too, or I am mistaken, that Mr Bull designed to 
pnnt them. That gentleman is gone to the seaside with 
Mrs Wilberforce, and will be absent six weeks. My inten- 
tion IS to surpnse him at his return with the addition of as 
much more translation as I have already given him This 
however is still less likely to be a popular work than my 
former Men that have no religion would despise it , and 
men that have no religious experience would not understand 
It But the strain of simple nnd unaffected piety in the 
onginal is sweet beyond expression. She sings like an 
angel, and for that veiy reason has found but few admirers 
Other things I write too, as you will see on the other side, 
but these merely for my amusement. W. C. 


CCXLII. ' 

BBOOLLEOnON OF HIS FBTENH AT THE OOFFEE- 
HOHSE-DESOBIFTIOH OF HIS OWN FRIENDS 
-FOLITIOa-SLUOT!rS MED101NE& 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

WT UXAB nnirD, Deo 7, 1782. 

. At seven o'clock this evening, being the seventh of De- 
cember, I imagine I see you in your box at the coffee- 
house. No doubt the wntpr, as ingenious and adroit as 
bis predecessors were before him, raises the teapot to the 
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ceiling with his right hand, while in his left the teacup des- 
cending almost to the floor, receives a limpid stream , lim- 
pid in Its descent, but no sooner has it reached its destina- 
tion, than frothing and foaming to the view, it becomeb a 
roaring s^^bub. This is the nineteenth winter since I 
saw you in this situation , and if nineteen more pass over 
me before I die, I shall still remember a circumstance we 
have often laughed at. 

How diflercnt is the complexion of your evenings and 
mine ' — yours, spent amid the ceaseless hum that proceeds 
from the inside of fifty noisy and busy periwigs , mine, by 
a domestic fireside, in a retreat as silent as retirement c.sn 
make it , where no noise is made but what we make for 
our own amusement For instance here are two rustics, 
and your humble servant in company One of the ladies 
has been playing on the harpsichord, while I, with the 
other, have been playing at battl edore and shuttlecock 
A little dog, in the mean time, howling under the chair gf 
the former, [lerformed, in the vocal way, to admiration. 
This enterbiinmcnt over, I began my letter, and having 
nothing more important to conimuniLatc, have given you 
an account of it I know you love dearly to be idle, when 
you can find an opportunity to lie so , but as such oppor- 
tunities arc rare with you, I thought it possible that a short 
description of the idleness I enjoy might give you pleasure 
The happiness we cannot call our own, we yet seem to pos- 
sess, while we sympathise with our friends who can. 

The papers tell me that peace is at hanii, and that it is 
at a great distance , th.it the siege of Gihraluir is aban- 
doned, and that it is to be still continued. It is happy for 
me, that though I love my country, I have but little cuno- 
sity There was a time when these contradictions would 
have distressed me, hut I have learnt by experience that 
It IS best for little people like myself to he patient, and to 
wait till time affords the intelligence which no spoculgtioiis 
of theirs can ever furnish ' 

I thank you for a fine cod with oysters, and hope thal 
ere long, I shall have to thank you for procunng me 
GUtott’s mcdiciqw. Every proe I feel the least unettsioess la 
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either eye^ I tremble lest, my i^scylapms beidg departed, 
my infallible remedy should be lost for ever Adieu My 
respects to Mrs Hill. Yours, faithfully, 

VVm COWPER. 

€CXL11' 

tbs time PLEASAlfTLY SPENT EFFECT OF 
MB SMITH’S benevolence. 

1783 . 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM LKWIN. 

MV DSAB wiLtiUH, Jan. IB, 1783. 

Not to retaliate, but for want of opportunity, 1 have de- 
layed writing From a scene of the most uninterrupted 
retirement, we have passed at once into a state of constant 
engagement , not that our society is much multiplied,— the 
addition of an individual has made all this difference Lady 
Austen and we pass our days alternately at each other’s 
tkateau. In the morning I walk with one or other of the 
ladies, and m the afternoon wind thread Thus did Her- 
cules, and thus probably did Samson, and thus do I , and 
were both those heroes living, 1 should not fear to chal- 
lenge them to a trial of skill m that business, or doubt to 
buit them both As to killing lions, and other amuse- 
ments of that kind, with which they were so delighted, 1 
should be their humble servant, and beg to be excused 

Having no frank, I cannot send you Mr. Smith’s two 
Ictteis as I intended. We corresponded as long as the 
occasion required, and then ceased. Charmed with his 
good sense, politeness, and liberality to the poor, I was in- 
deed ambitious of continuing a correspondence with him, 
and told him so Perhaps I had done more prudently had 
I never proposed it. But warm hearts are not famous for 
wisdom,and mine was too warm to hearts to be very consider 
ate 0.1 such an occasion. I have not heard from him since, 
and have long given up all expectation of it. I know he is 
too busy a man to have leisure for me, and ought to have 
recollected it sooner. He found time to do much g<^, 
and to employ us as his agents in doing it,* and that might 
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have satisfied me. Though laid under the strictest injunc^ 
tions of secrecy, both by him, and by you on his behalf, 
I consider myself as under no obligation to conceal from 
you the remittances he made. Only, in my turn, I beg 
leave to request secrecy on your part, because, intimate 
as you are with him, and highly as he values you, 1 cannot 
yet be sure that the communication would please him, his 
delicacies on this subject being as singular as his bene- 
volence He sent forty pounds, twenty at a pme. Olney 
has not had such a friend this many a day ; nor has there 
been an instance at any time of a few poor families so 
effectually relieved, or so completely encouraged to the 
pursuit of that honest industry by which, their debts being 
paid, and the parents and children comfortably clothed, 
they are now enabled to maintain themselves. Their 
labour was almost in vain before , but now it answers , it 
earns them bread, and all their other wants are plentifully 
supplied. 

I wish, that by Mr Bate's assistance, your purpose m 
behalf of the prisoners may be effectuated. A pira so for- 
midable as his might do much good, if properly directed 
The dread of a bold censure is ten times more moving 
than the most eloquent persuasion Thejf that cannot feel 
for others, are the persons of all the world who feel most 
sensibly for themselves 

Yours, my dear fnend, W C 


CCXLftT' 1 V 

A OBOUFE OF OLNET POUTIOXANS-EZrOLAin) DT 
THE AHEEIOAN WAS HOSE BINHED AGAINST 
THAN SINNINa. 

* TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON 

MV DSAR VRISHD, Ju S6, 1783 

It is reported among persons of the best intelligence at 
Olney — the barber, the schoolmaster, and the drummer of 
a corps quartered at this place, that the belligerent p owers 
are at last reconciled, the articles of the treaty adjusted; 
and that pi^e is at the door I saw this morning, at nine 
o’clock, a group «of about twelve figures very closely en- 
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gaged in a conference, as 1 suppose, upon the same sub- 
The scene of consultation vas a blacksmith’s shed, 
veiy comfortably screened from the wind, and directly 
opposed to the morning sun. Some held their hands 
hind them, some had them folded across their bosom, and 
others had thrust them into their breeches pockets. Every 
m.m’s posture bespoke a pacific turn of mind , but the 
distence being too great for their words to reach me, no- 
thing transpi^. I am willing, however, to hope that the 
secret will not be a secret long;, and that you and I, equal- 
ly interested in the event, though not, perhaps, equally 
«elI-informed, shall soon have an opportunity to rejoice in 
the completion of it The powers of Europe have dashed 
« I ih each other to a fine purpose , that the Amenrans, at 
length declared independent, may keep themselves so, if 
they can ; and that what the parties, who have thought 
proper to dispute upon that point, have wrested from each 
other in the course of the conflict, may he, in the issue of 
it| restored to the proper owner Nations may be guilty 
of a conduct that would render an individual infamous for 
ever , and yet carry their heads high, talk of their glory, 
and despise their neighbours Your opinions and mine, 
I mean our politii^l ones, are not csactly of a piece, yet I 
cannot think otherwise upon this subject than I have al- 
ways done England, more, perhaps, through the tault of 
her generals, than her counrib, has in some instances act- 
ed with a spirit of cruel animosity she uas never charge- 
.ihle with till now But this is the worst that can be said. 
On the Other hand, the Americans, who, if they had con- 
tented themselves with a struggle for lawful liberty, w'ould 
have deserved applause, seem to me to have incurred the 
guilt of parricide, by renouncing their parent, by making 
her rum their favounte object, and by associating them- 
selves with their worst enemy, for the accomplishment of 
their purpose. France- and of CDUrstf f^pain. have arlPri 
a a thi evi-sh part- Tliey have Stolen America 

from Englandj and whether they are able to possess them- 
selves of that jewel or not hereafter, it was doubtless what 
they intended, ftnllan/i appears tn me in a meaner liyhr 
thfin pf them. They quarrpUed with a friend for m 
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enemy’s sake. The French led them by the nose, and 
the English have tlireshcd them for suffering it. My viens 
of the contest being, and having been always such, I ha\c 
consequently brighter hopes for England than hor situation 
some lime since seemed to justify She is the only injured 
party Amcrii a may, perhaps, call her the aggressor , but 
'f she were so, Arnenea has not only repelled the injury, 
hut done a greater As to the rest, if perfidy, treachery, 
avarice, and ambition, can prove their cause to have been a 
rotten one, those proofs are found upon them I think, 
therefore, that whatever scourge may he prepared for Eng- 
land, on some future day, her ruin is not yet to be expected 
\ckiiowledgc, now, that I am worthy of a place under 
the shed 1 described, and that I should make no small 
figure among the quiimnui of Olney 

I wish the society you have formed may prosper Yoiii 
subjects will be of greater importance, and discussed with 
more sutHcienc) The earth is a grain of sand, but the 
'spiritual interests of man are commensurate with the 
heavens 

' I’ra) remind Mr Bull, who has tpQ much gepius to have 
a good memor), that he has an account to settle for Mrs 
Unwin with her grocer, and give our love to him Accept 
for yourself and Mrs Newton your just share of the same 
commodity, With our united thanks for a very fine barrel 
of oysters This, indeed, is rather commending the barrel 
than Its contents I should say, therefore, for a barrel of 
very fine oysters 

Yours, my dear fnend, as ever, \V C 

CCXLV 

REFLECTION ON THE PEACE- 

TO IHK REV JOHN NEWTON. 

MY DRAB rRIKMU, — Feb 8, 178.t. 

When 1 contemplate the nations of the earth, and their 
conduct towards each other, through the metlium of scrip- 
tural light, my opinions of them are exactly like your owm 
Whether they do good or do evil, I see them acting under 
the permission _or direction of that Providence who 
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governs the earth, whose operations are as irresistible as 
they are silent and unsuspected. So far wc are perfectly 
agreed , and howsoever we may differ upon inferior parts 
of the subject, it is, as you say, an affair of no great con- 
sequence For instance, you think the peace a bettor than 
we deserve, and in a certain sense I agree with you as a 
sinful nation we deserve no peace at all, and have reason 
enough to be thankful that the voice of war is at any rate 
put to silence But when I consider the peace as the 
nork of our ministers, and reflect that with more wisdom 
or more spirit, they might perhaps have procured a better, 

I confess It does not please me Such another peace 
would ruin us, I suppose, as effectually as a war protracted j 
to the extremest inch of otir ability to bear it I do not ' 
think it just that the French should plunder us, and be 
jiaid for doing it , nor does it appear to me that there was 
.in absolute necessity for such timcness on our part, as wc 
discover m the present treaty. We give away all that is 
demanded, and receive nothing but what was our own 
before So far as this stain upon our national honour, and 
this diminution of our national property, arc a judgment 
upon our iniquities, I submit^ and have no doubt but that 
ultimately it will be found to be judgment mixed with 
mercy But so far as I sec it to be the effect of French 
knavery and British despondent y, I feel it as a disgr.m, 
and grumble at it as a wrong I dislike it the more, 
because the peacemaker has been so immoderately jmsiscd 
for his performance, winch is, in my opinion, a coiitcmp- 
tihle one enough Had he made the I'rench smart for 
their baseness, I would have praised him too a minister 
should have shown his wisdom by securing some points, at 
least, for the benefit of his country A schoolboy might 
have made concessions After all, perhaps, the worst 
consequence of this awkward business will be dissension 
in the two Houses, and dissatisfaction throughout the 
kingdom. They that love their country, will be grieved to 
see her trampled upon , and they that love mischief will 
have a fair opportunity of making it Were I a member of 
the Commons, even with the same religious sentiments as 
impress me now, I should think it my duty, to condemn it. 
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You will suppose me a politician ; but in truth I am 
nothing less 'fbese are the thoughts that occur to me 
while 1 read the newspaper , and when I have laid it down, 
1 feel myself more interest^ in the success of my eariy 
cucumbers, than in any part of this great and important 
subject If I see them droop a little, I forget that we 'have 
been many years at war , that wc have made an humiliating 
peace , that me are deeply in debt, and unable to pay All 
these reflections arc absorbed at once in the anxiety I feel 
for a plant, the fruit of which I cannot eat, when I have 
procur^ It How wise, how consistent, how respectable a 
a creature is man ' 

Because wc have nobody to preach the gospel at Olney, 
Mr Chater waits only for a ham, at present occupied by a 
strolling company , ariid the moment they quit it, he begins 
He IS disposed to think the dissatisfied all denominations 
may possibly be united under his standard , and that the 
great work of forming a more extensive and more 
established interest than any of them, is reserved for him.* 

Mrs. Uinvin thanks Mrs Newton for her kind letter, and 
for executing her commissions. She means to answer 
next week, by the opportunity of a basket of chickens 
We truly love you both, think of you often, and one of 
us prays for you the other will, when he can pray for 
himself W.C. 


CCXLVI. 

A WARM FEBBUABT 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ 

UY DKAR FRIKND, Feb 13, and ao, 17S3. 

In writing to you I never want a subject Self is always 
at hand, and self with its concerns is always interesting to a 
friend 

You may think, perhaps, that having commenced poet by 
profession, 1 am always writing verses Not so. I have 
written nothing, at least finished nothing, since* I published, 
except a certain facetious history of John Gilpin, which 
Mr. Unwin would send to the Public Advertiser. !^rhaps 
you might r6ad without 3uspectmg the author. 
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My book procures me favours, which my modesty will 
not permit me to specify, except one which, modest as t 
am, I cannot suppress,— a very handsome letter from Dr. 
Franklin at Passy, These fruits it has brought me 

I have been refreshing myself with a walk in the garden, 
where I find that January (who according to Chaucer was 
the husband of May) being dead, February has married the 
widow. Yours &c. W C 

CCXLVII. 

INOLOSINO FBANKLUrS LETTER. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ 

OIney, Feb. 20, 1783 

Suspecting that I should not have hinted at Dr Franklin's 
encomium under any other influence than that of vanity, I 
was several times on the point of burning my letter for that 
very reason But not having time to wnte another by thu 
same post, and believing that you would have the gmcc to 
pardon a little self-complacency in an author on so trying an 
occasion, I let it pass One sin naturally leads to another, 
and a greater , and thus it happens now, for I have no way 
to gratify your curiosity but by transcribing the letter in 
i]ucslion It IS addressed, by the w.iy, not to me, but to an 
acquaintance of mine, who Itad transmitted the volume to 
him without my knowledge 

CCXLVIII 

OHAEGIES OF ADMINISTBATION-THUELOW 

TO JOSEPH HIIL, ESQ. 

MY IIKAB VRIEUD, 

Great revolutions happen in this Ant’s nest of ours One 
emmet of illustrious chanacter and great abilities pushes out 
another , parties arc formed, they range themselves in for- 
midable oppmition, they threaten each other’s ruin, they 
cross over and are mingled together, and like the corusca- 
tfons of the Northern Aurora amuse the spectator, at the 
same time that by some they are supposed to be forerunners 
of a general dissolution 
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There are political earthquakes as well as natural ones, the 
fonner less shocking to the eye, but not always less fatal m 
their influence than the latter The image which Nebu- 
chadnezzar saw in his dream was made up of heterogene- 
ous and incompatible materials, and accordingly broken 
Whatever is so formed must expect a like catastrophe. 

I have an etching of the late Chancellor hanging o\cr 
the parlour chimney I often contemplate it, and call to 
mind the day when I was intimate with the original It is 
very like him, but he is disguised by his hat, which, though 
fashionable, is awkward , by his great wig, the tie of whii h 
IS hardly dis' ernible in profile , and by his band and gown, 
which give him an appearance clumsily sacerdotal. Our 
friendship is dead and buried, yours is the only surviving 
one of all with which I was once honoured 

Adieu, W C 


CCXLIX 

SYMPATHY-MUTlNIOtrS VOLUKTEEBS- OLNEY 
NEWS. 

TO THE REV JOHN NEWTON 

MY DEAR nuESu, April S, 17S.? 

Whi n one has a letter to wnte, there is nothing more 
useful than to make a beginning In the first place, because 
unless It be begun, there is no good reason to hope it will 
ever be ended , and secondly, because the beginning is 
half the business , it being much more difficult to put the 
pen in motion at first, than to continue the progress of it, 
when once moved 

Mrs Cunningham's illness, likely to prove mortal, and 
seizing her at such a time, has excited much compassion 
in my breast, and in Mrs Unwin’s, both for her and her 
daughter To have parted with a child she loves so much, 
intending soon to follow her , to find herself arrested before 
she could set out, and at so great a distance from her most 
lalucKl relations, her daughter’s life too threatened by dis- 
order not often curable, are circumstances truly aflectings 
bhe .has indeed much natural fortitude, and to make HKi 
condition still tqpre tolerable, a good Chnstian hope for bn's 
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support But so It IS, that the distresses of those Who least 
need our pity excite it most , the amiableness of the charac* 
ter engages our sympathy, and we mourn for persons fot 

horn perhaps we might more reasonably rejoice. There is 
still however a possibility that she may recover ; an event 
i\e must Wish for, though for her to depart would be fat 
better Thus we would always withhold from the skies 
those who alone can reach them , at least till we are ready 
to bear them company 

Last week I had a letter from William Hadland, in very 
tragical terms soliciting the favour of an old coat, or money 
to purchase one I have returned no answer, nor do I at 
present intend an> , partly for the reasons that influenced 
\ou to refuse it, and partly because 1 have heard a very 
different account of the offence for which he was degraded, 
from that which his friend East related I am informed 
that after the mutiny of the volunteers had been punished 
by confinement, t'ney were offered their p.iy and a free 
jiardon, upon condition that they would return to their 
duty , and that this was the critical moment which Hadland 
seized to raise a (ortribution for them, tliat they might still 
ccintinuc obstinate in llieir refusal, which the want of sub- 
sistence would oti en\ise render difhcult, it not impossible. 
1 am the rather inclined to believe this story, because his 
punishment, which else seems to have been unreasonable 
.ind unjust, is thus sufficiently accounted for ; certainly they 
would not flog and degrade him for a mere act of bene- 
splence and compassion , but when he had allotted the 
mutineers, he m.ade their cause his own, and became even 
more guilty than tlic original delinquents. 

I did not see Mr W when he was at Olney, or only 

saw him from the window What reason he had for except- 
ing iM out of the number of those he visited, I know not 
but we are not sorry that he made the exception I wish 
him well, but am ghd that he made no appeal or apology 
to me the many to whom he made them are not satisfi^, 
nor did even ^he letter he produced serve him It professed 
to be a letter from his wife, but it was written by his son, 
and therefore had no weight, * 

1 would always close what I write with news from Olney, 
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did Olney furnish any worth communicating ; but either it 
does not, or I have not heard it. The Lower Meeting has 
found a minister at last, and the people it seems are fond of 
him His name I think is Hillyard lyhile he is new, he 
will be sure to please Mr. Scott has been ill ever since he 
returned from Lincolnshire , indeed, he is hardly ever well, 
and his distempers arc of a kind that seem to make his life 
extremely precarious. He is better, however, within these 
few days 

Mrs Unwin will be glad to know what she owes Mrs 
Newton for the items mentioned in my List We are toler- 
ably well , but neither the season nor the wind, which is 
east, are f.ivniirable to our spirits * they always sink in the 
spring .Assure yourselves that we love you, and believe 
me. My dear friend, truly yours, WM. COWPER 


CCL. 

ONE OF ms PUPIL'S SmUB OF FSBiiOHlNa 
OOMFASED WITH mS OWN -A PENITENT. 

TO THi. REV. JOHN NEWTON 
MY OSAR FBIBND, May 5, 1783 

Your letter to Mr Scott being sent unsealed demands 
my thanks, as it did my perusal. You may suppose I 
did not he.ar Mr Mayor, but I heard of him. Mr Scott 
and Mr. Chator liked him, the latter especially, who spoke 
of him at our house in terms of the highest commendation 
1 found however from the report of others that his sermon 
would have disgusted me He not only dwelt upon cir 
cumstantials, which is certainly (to use a simile from 
Horace) as unprofitable an eniployment as to pluck the 
hairs out of a horse’s tail one by one, but expressed hitu' 
self with a coarseness quite unworthy of the pulpit. Sin, 
he said, turns a man upside down, and grace turns a man 
inside out, then comes sin again, and by a dexterous jerk 
sets him topsy-turvy I have formerly attended the Robin 
Hood Society, but those orators in leathern aprons and 
woollen night-csps never stooped so low for their rhetorical 
flowers. How (bfierent is that plainness of speech which a 
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spiritual theme requires front that vulgur dialect which this 
gentleman has mistaken for it > Affectation of every sort 
IS odious especially in a minister, and mote especially an 
affectation that betrays him into expressions fit only for the 
mouths of the illiterate Truth indeed needs no ornament, 
neither does a beautiful person , hut to clothe it therefore 
in rags when a decent habit was at hand, would be esteem- 
ed preposterous and absurd The best proportioned figure 
may be made offensive by beggary and filth , and even 
truths which came down from Heaven, though they cannot 
forego their nature, may be disguised and disgraced by 
unsuitable language It is strange that a ptiiiil of yours 
should blunder thus You may be consoled however, by 
reflecting, that he could not have erred so grossly, if he had 
not totally and wilfully departed both from your instruction 
and example Were I to descrilie your style in two words, 

I should call it plain and neat^ smphctm mundiliis, and I 
do not know how I could give it juster praise, or i>ay it a 
irreiter compliment Certainly therefore the disciple m 
this particular at least, is not like his master He that 
can speak to be understood by a congregation of rustics, 
and yet in terms that would not offend academical ears, 
has found the happy medium 'i'his is certainly practica- 
ble to men of taste and judgment, and the practice of a 
few proves it Ifactenus de concionandn 
Fanny Kitchener brought Mrs Unwin a letter yesterday 
of her own writing It was sensilile and well expressed, — 
much better than the preachment above mentioned The 
purport of It was to confess the impropriety of her jiast con- 
duct, and to entreat Mrs Unwin’s forgiveness of the offence 
It must have given her She sjHike with many tears and 
much feeling, and in the judgment of common chanty is 
truly penitent Mr Scott, who I believe is a surgeon that 
makes more use of the knife than the poultice, had told her 
there was but little encouragement for sinners of her com- 
plexion , but ^our letter to her healed all and brought her 
peace She is very painfully distempered in body, and in 
hbpes of being admitted into the Northampton hospital 
We are truly glad to hear that Miss Cunningham is 
better, and heartily wish you more promising accounts from 
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Scotland Deiemur mortl nes nostraque. We all acknow- 
ledge the debt, but are seldom pleased when those we love 
arc required to pay it. The demand will find you prepared 
for It, but ilot me, though I have had long notice. I 
watched and longed for it some years, but within the last 
ten have learnt to fear it 

Our love attends Mrs Newton. You have both an undi- 
minibhcd share in it 

Yours, my dear friend, ' W C 

CCLI. 

dlS SUNDAY THOUaHtS-lPALEY. 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN 
MV DKAB nuKVD, May 12, 17S3 

A LETTER Written from such a place as this is a creation , 
and creation is a w’ork for which mere mortal man is verv 
indiiTurently qualified E^i mkth nthU fit, ^ mxxim that 
ap[)lies itself in every case where Deity is not concerned 
With this view of the imatter, I should charge myself witn 
extreme folly for pretending to work without materials, did 
I not know, that although nothing should be the result, 
even that nothing will be welcome. If I can tell you no 
news, 1 can tell you at least that I esteem you highly , that 
my friendship with you and yours is the only balm of my 
life , a comfort, sufficient to reconcile me to an existence 
destitute of every other This is not the langu.age of to-day, 
only the effect of a transient cloud suddenly brought over 
me, and suddenly to be removed, but punctually expressive 
of my habitual frame of mind, such as it has been these 
ten years. 

They that have found a God, and are permitted to wor- 
ship him, h.avc found a treasure, of which, highly as they 
may prize it, they have but very scanty and limited con- 
ceptions. Take my word for it, — the word of a man 
singularly well qualified to give his evidence in this matter, 
who having enjoyed the privilege some yetfrs, has been 
depnved tu it more, and has no hope that he shall live 
to recover it These are my Sunday morning speculations . 
—the sound of {he bells su^ested them, or rather, gave 
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them such an emphasis that they forced their way into 
my pen, in spite of ttie ; for though I do not often commit 
them to paper, they are never absent from my mind 
In the Review of last month, I met with an account of 
a sermon preached by Mr Paley, at the consecration of 
1)15 friend, Uiihop Law The rntic admires and e\toIs the 
preacher, and devoutly prays the Ixird of the harvest to 
send forth more such labourers into his vineyard 1 ra- 
ther differ from him in opinion, nut being able to conjec- 
ture in what respect the vineyard will be bonefitcd by such 
a measure ii£-is.£firtaialy lagenious, and h.is stretched 
his ingenuity to the uttermost in order to exhibit the 
church established, consisting of bishops, priests, and dea- 
cons, in the most favourable point of view . but an unspi- 
ntual, lazy, luxurious hierarchy is too sable a subject for 
such washing to whiten iL I lay it down for a rule, that 
tthen much |ngcniiitjf is necesmry to gam nn nririinient 
ilioi i; , unsound at bottom So is his, 

and so are all the pretty devices by which he seeks to en- 
force It He says first, “that the aiipointincnt of various 
orders in the church is attended with this good niii^u 
quence, that each class of people is supplied with a clergy 
of their own level and description, with wliom they may 
live and associate on terms of equality " But iij order to 
effect this good purpose, there ought to be at least three 
parsons in very parish, one for the gentry, one for the 
traders and mechanics, and one for the lowest of the vul- 
gar Neither is it easy to find many parishes, where the 
laity at large have any society with their minister at all 
This tbrefure is fancihil, and a mere invention In the next 
place he says it gives a dignity to the ministry itself, and 
the clergy share in the respect paid to their superiors 
Much good may such participation do them ' They them- 
selves know how little it amounts to yhe dignity, a oar - 
frnrri IhR lawn sWvaii .snd sq uare rao of hiS 
Biny-fln>tu,.ll nava. an/1-nr.jy.r hw 

Pope says trtily — 

• Worth nioket the men, end went of it the fellow ; 

The reit le but nil leather or prunello. 

Again ~“Rich and splendid situations gi the church 
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have been justly regarded as pnzes, held out to invite per- 
sons of good hopes, and ingenuous attainments ” Agreed 
But the prize held out in the Scripture is of a very differ 
ent kind ; and our ecclesiastical baits are too often snapiiedl 
by the worthless, and persons of no attainments at all j 
They are indeed incentives to avarice and ambition, but' 
not to those acquirements by which only the ministerinl 
f^unction can he adorned, — zeal for the salvation of men, 
humility, and self-denial 
Mr Paley and 1 therefore cannot agree 

Vours, my dear friend, W C 

CCLII 

DEATH OF HIS UNOLE'S WIFE-LOSS OF FBIEHDS 
A TAX WHICH WE PAY FOB LONO UFH 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

May 26, 17KI 

I VBEL for my uncle, and do not wonder that his less 
afflicts him A connexion that has subsisted so gianv 
years could not be rent asunder without great pain to the 
survivor. I hope however and doubt not but when he h.is 
had a little more tune for rcrolicction, he will find that 
consolation in his own family, which it is not the lot of 
every father to be blessed with It seldom happens that 
married persons live together so long, or so happily , but 
this, which one feels oneself ready to suggest as matter of 
alleviation, is the very circumstanee that aggravates his 
distress , therefore he misses her the more, and feels that 
he can but ill sp.ire her It is however a necessary tax, 
which all who live long must pav for their longevity, to losi 
many whom they would be glad to detain, (perhaps those 
in whom all their happiness is centered), and to see them 
step into their grave before them In one respect at least 
this is a merciful appointment when life has ]ost ihat to 
which It owed its pnncipal relish, we may our^lves th^*^ 
more cheerfully resign it I beg you would present ^im 
with my most affectionate remembrance, and tell him, .>< 
you think fit, how much I wish that the evening of his long 
day may be sej^ne and happy. W C 
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CCLIII. 

BBFVSAL OF HZ8i FnitPIFS-DBUISE OF KINOB 
-DUOHEaS OF DEVONSHIBE. 

TO THfC REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

MV n«AB nuiEKD, May SI, 1783 

You have had but a disagreeable part to perform to^ 
wards your two visitors, which, though disagreeable, you 
have performed well I understand perfectly your reasons 
for not offering your pulpit to the first , but though I 
have no doubt of your having withheld it for reasons 
not less cogent, from the la.st, I am not equally aware 
of them Whether your objections were suggested by 
his general course of life, or by any particular instance 
of misconduct, my memory which is but an indifferent 
one, does not furnish me with the means of know- 
ing , neither is there any necessity thit you should in- 
form me unless it should happen that you have no- 
thing more important to write about, for I feci myself much 
disposed to an implicit acquiescence in the propriety of all 
youtio. I recollect but very imperfectly, something that 
passed at Doctor’s Commons, where he shone indeed as be 
does every where, but so much in the wrong place, that 
serious and thinking people were rather disgusted than 
pleased If, however, his ministry prospers at home, it is 
well , and he may find it that ciri umstance a consolation of 
which I fear our fnend at Epsom cannot so readily avail 
himself. 

We rather rejoice than mourn with you on the occasion 
of Mrs Cunningham’s death In the case of believers, 
death has lost his sting, not only with respect to those he 
takes away, but with respect to survivors also Nature in- 
deed will always suggest some causes of sorrow, when an 
amiable and Christian friend departs , but the Scripture, so 
many more, and so much more important reasons to rejoice 
that on such occasions, perhaps more remarkably than on 
iiny other, soijow is turned into joy The law of our land 
IS affront^ if we say the king dies, and insists on it that he 
•inly demises. This, which is a fiction, where a monarch 
only IS in question, in the case of a Christian is reality and 
truth. He only lays aside a body, which ibis his pnnlega 

39 



374 


COWPKB’a LETTXRS. 


to be encumbered with no longer , smd instead of dyings in 
that moment he begins to live But this the world does 
not understand, therefore the kings of it must go on demis- 
ing to the end of the chaptor, till futurity shall prove that 
most of them arc dead indeed 

Our illustrious visitors from the continent, whatever opi- 
nion they may conceive of our politesse, in which perhaps 
they may condescend to think us inferior only to themselves, 
are likely to entertain but a mean one of our devotion 
They will observe, at least, that the sabliath is almost as 
obsolete in England as in France 1 feel something likt, 
indignation kindle within me, when the papers tell me that 
our dukes and our judges, the legislators who not long since 
enacted a penalty upon the profanation of that day, them- 
selves profane it, and in a manner the most notorious The 
Duchess of Devonshire has amused the world and hcrstli 
almost as long as the most celebrated lady can expect to dry 
It They that were infants when she first started m thi 
race of pleasure, arc now beginning to engage attention, and 
will soon elbow that Queen of the revels out of her delight 
ful office Instead of a girdle there will be a rent, and 
instead of beauty, baldness I once knew her Grace of De 
vonshirc’s mother well , she is a sensible and discreet 
woman, so that the daughter has the more to fear, and the 
less to plead in her excuse Yet a little while, and she and 
all such will know that their life was madness — (^uquidin 
buccam venertt, loquor 

We are well, and shall rejoice to see you at any time. Be 
assured of our love, and believe me, my dear friend. 

Ever yours, WM COWPER 


CCLIV 

TOB4a09-A P BOMIB E AOKNOWLBDOED TQ BEND 
HIM BVEB7 IHZNGl BB WEOTR 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM BULL . 

HV DEAR friend; Jnue 3, 1783. 

My greenhouse, fronted with myrtles, and where I hear 
nothing but the pattering of a fine shower and the sound of 
distant thundery wants only the fumes of your pipe to make 
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it perfectly delightful Tobacco was not known in the 
golden age. So much the worse for the golden age 
This age of iron, or lead would be insupportable with- 
out it, and therefore we may reasonably suppose that the 
happiness of those better days would have been much im- 
proved by the use of it We hope that you and your son 
.-ire perfectly recovered The season has been most un- 
favourable to animal life ; and 1, who am merely animal, 
have suffered much by it 

Though I should be glad to write, I write little or noth- 
ing The time for such fruit is not yet come , but I expert 
It, and I wish for it I want amusement , and, deprived of 
that, have none to supply the place of it I send >ou, how- 
ever, according to my promise to send you every thing, two 
stanzas composed at the request of Lady Austen Sh^i 
^antpH words tn a tiinp sh<» ildvi' ted. and I uave her 
these on Peace. Yours, W C 


CCLV. 

OBEENHOTTBE-MS BULL -MB FTTOHE’B CASE. 

TO THK RhV WII.IISM UNWIN 
NV DEAR WILLUSI, JuUO 8 , 178.8 

Our severest winter, commonly called the spring, is now 
over, and I find myself se.nted in my favourite recess, tht 
greenhouse. In such a situation, so silent, so shad>, 
where no human foot is heard, and where only iiiy 
myrtles presume to peep in at the window, you may 
suppose I have no interruption to complain of, and 
that my thoughts are perfectly at my command Tint 
tlie beauties of the spot are themselves an interruption , 
my attention is called upon by those very myrdcs, b> .i 
double row of grass pinks just beginning to blossom, and 
by a bed of beans already in bloom , and you are to consi- 
der It, if you please, as no small proof of my regard that 
though you have so many powerful rivals, I disengage 
■11} self from them all, and devote his hour entirely to you 
■ You are not acquainted with Rev Mr Bull, of Newport , 
perhaps it is as well for you that you are not You would 
regret still more than you do, that there are so many miles 
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interposed between us. He spends part of the day with us 
to-morrow. A dissenter, but liberal one a man of letters 
and of genius , master of a fine imagination, or rather not 
master of it, — an imagination which^ when he finds himself 
in the company he loves, and can confide in, runs away 
with him into such fields of speculation, as amuse and 
enliven every other imagination that has the happiness to 
be of the party At other times he has a tender and delicate 
sort of melancholy in his disposition, not less ^reeable in 
Its way. No men are better qualified for companions m 
such a world as this, than men of such a temperament 
Every scene of life has two sides, a dark and a bright one, 
and the mind that has an equal mixture of melancholy and 
vivacity is best of all qualified for the contemplation of 
either ; it can be lively without levity, and pensive without' 
dejection Such a man is Mr Bull But — he smokes to-, 
bacoo. Nothing is jierfect, — 

2fthU eit ah oMict 

Parle beatttm 

I find that your friend Mr Fytche has lost his cause , and 
more mortifying still, has lost it by a single voice. Had I 
been a peer, he should have been secure of mine , for I am 
persuaded that if conditional presentations were in fashion, 
and if every minister held his benefice, as the judges their 
office, upon the terms of quamdiu bene se gesserit, rt would 
be better for the cause of religion, and more for the honour 
of the Establishment. There ought to be discipline some- 
where , and if the Bishops will not exercise it, I do not see 
why lay patrons should have their hands tied If I re- 
member your state of the case, (and I never heard it stated 
but by you,) ray reflections upon it are pertinent. It is, 
however, long since we talked about it, and I may possibly 
misconceive it at present if so, they go for nothing I 
understand that he presented upon condition, that if the 
person proved immoral or negligent, he should have liberty 
to call upon him either for his resignation or the penalty 
If I am wrong, correct me * 

On the other side 1 send you a something, a song if you 
please, composed last Thursday— the incident hajqiened 
the day before.. Yours, W. C. 



TO TfiB BBV. 3 . NEWTOK, 


377 


CCLVI. 

VUTOH OOltUUNIOATIONB-BEliASKS ON BIS 
EOOLESIAaiiaAL mSTOBT-DAT OF JUDO- 
KENT-BEMABEABLE FOOB-THUNDEB 
8T0BK. 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

NT BiAR niBKD, June 13, 1783 

I THANK you for your Dutch communications The suffrage 
of such respectable men must have given you much pleasure, 
a pleasure only to be exceeded by the consciousness you 
haid before of having published truth, and of having served 
a good master by doing so Mr Madan, too, I remember 
had the testimony of a Dutch divine m favour of his Thcly- 
phthora. The only inference is that Dutch divines are 
not all alike , and that in Holland, as well as clscnherc, 
error and heresy can find advocates among those, who by 
their very function are called upon to rout them out 
. I have always regretted that your ecclcsistical history 
went no further , I never saw a work tiiat I thought more 
likely to serve the cause of truth, nor history applied to so 
good a purpose. The facts incontestable, the grand obser- 
vations upon them all irrefragable, and the style, in my 
judgment, incomparably better than that of Robertson or 
Gibbon. I would give you my reasons for thinking so, if I 
had not a very urgent one for declining it you have no 
car for such music, whoever be the performer What you 
added, but never printed, is quite ccjual to what has appear- 
ed, winch I think might have encouraged you to proceed, 
though you missed that freedom in writing which you found 
before While you were at Olney this was at least possililc 
HI a state of retirement you hod leisure, without winch I 
suppose Paul himself could not have written his Epistles. 
Hut those days are fled, and every hope of a continuation 
Is fled with them 

The day of Judgment is spoken of not only as a surprise, 
but a snare— snare upon all the inhabitants of the earth. 
A di/Terence indeed will obtain m favour of the godly, which 
>s,that though a snare, a sudden, m some sense an unexpected, 
and in every sense an awaful event, yet it will find tAem pre^ 
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pared to meet it. But the day being thus characterised, a 
wide field is consequently open to conjecture ; some Will 
look for It at one penod, and some at another j we shall 
most of us prove at last to have been mistaken, and if any 
should prove to have guessed anght, they will reap no ad- 
vantage, the felicity of their conjecture being incapable of 
proof till the day itself shall prove it My own sentiments 
upon the subject appear to me perfectly scriptufal, though 
I have no doubt that they differ totally from those of all who 
have ever thought about it ; liemg however so singular, and 
of no importance to the happiness of mankind, and being 
moreover difficult to swallow, just in proportion as they arc 
peculiar, I keep them to myself. 

I am, and always have been, a great observer of natural 
apjicarances, but 1 think not a superstitious one. 'fhe falli- 
bility of those speculations which lead men of fanaful minds 
to interpret Scripture by the contingencies of the day, is 
evident from this consideration, that what the God of the 
Scriptures has seen fit to conceal, he will not as the God of 
Nature publish He is one and the same in both caj^a- 
Lities, and consistent with himself ; and his purpose, if he 
designs a secret, impenetrable, in whatever way we attempt 
to open It It IS impossible however for an observer of 
natur.'il phenomena not to be struck with the singularity of 
the present season 'Ihc fogs I mentioned in iny last still 
continue, though till yesterday the earth was as dry as in- 
tense heat could make it The sun continues to nse and 
set without his rays, and hardly shines at noon, even in a 
cloudless sky At eleven last night the moon was a dull 
red , slie was nearly at her highest elevation, and had the 
colour of heated brick. She would naturally, I know, have 
such an appearance looking through a imsty atmosphere 
but that such an atmosphere should obtain for so long a 
time, and m a country where it has not happened m my re- 
membrance even m the winter, is rather remarkable We 
have had more thunder storms than have consisted well 
with the peace of the fearful maidens m Chney, though not 
so many as have happened in places at no great distance, 
nor so violent. Yesterday morning; however, at seven o’clock, 
two fire-balls burst either in the steqrie or close to it. 
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William Andrews saw them meet at that {ioint, and im- 
mediately after saw such a smoke issue from the apertures 
in the steeple as soon rendered it invisible. I bolie%e no 
very material damage happened, though When Joe Green 
nent afterwards to wind the clock, flakes of stone and lumps 
of mortar fell about his ears in such abundance, that he 
desisted, and fled terrified The noise of the explosion sur- 
passed all the noises I ever heard , — you would have thought 
that a thousand sledge-hammers were battering great stones 
to powder, all in the same instant. The weather is still as 
hot, and the air as full of vapour, as if there had been 
neither ram nor thunder all the summer. 

There was once a periodical paper published, called 
Mist’s Journal , a name pretty well ada(>ted to the sheet be- 
fore you. Misty however as I am, I do not mean to be 
mystical, but to be understood, like an almanack-maker, 
according to the letter. As a poet, uevcrthclcss, I claim, 
if any wonderful event should follow, a right to apply all and 
every such post-prognostic, to the purposes of the tragic 
muse. 

Dead ducks cannot travel this weather , they say it is too 
hot for them, and they shall stink. 

Yours and yours, WM. COWl’Ell. 


CCLVll. 

iLIi-TEMFEBED BEBUOHS-llCB. BABAN OBDAINED 
TO AN INDEPENDENT OONOBEOATION - WHY 
NEWTOir WAE LOVED BY HIS PEOPLE 
-CONTINUED POOS. 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON 
UV UBAB EHIEHD, Jiine l7, 1783. 

Your letter reached Mr Scott while Mr Mayor was with 
liim , whether it wrought any change in Au opinion of that 
gentleman, as a preacher, I know not , but for my own part 
1 g re you fu\} credit for the Soundness and rectitude of yours, 
,nnt only because I think highly of your judgment, but be- 
' luse It coincides exactly with that of every judicious person 
tihom I have heard mention him. I believe no man was 
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ever scolded out of his sins. The hearty corrupt as it is, 
and because it is so, grows angry if it be not treated with 
some management arid good manners, arid scolds again. A 
surly mastiff will bear perhaps to be stroked, though he will 
growl even under that operation, — but if you touch him 
roughly, he will bitd. There is no grace that the spirit of 
self can counterfeit With more success than a religious zeal 
A man thinks he is fighting for Christ, and he is fighting 
for his own notions. He thinks that he is skilfully search- 
ing the hearts of others, when he is only gratifying the 
malignity of his own, and charitably supposes his hcarer> 
destitute of all gnce, that he may shine the more 
in his own eyes by comparison. When he has per- 
formed this notable task, he wonders that they arc not con- 
\crted : “he has given it them soundly, and if they do not 
tremble, and confcbs that Cod is in him of a truth, he gives 
them up ns reprobate, incorrigible, and lost for ever ” But 
a man that loves me, if he sees me m an error, will pity 
me, and endeavour calmly to convince me of it, and pci- 
suade me to forsake it. If he has great and good news 
to tell me, he will not do it angrily, and in much heat and 
discomposure of spirit It is not therefore easy to conceive 
on what ground a minister can justify conduct Which only 
proves th.it he does not understand liw errand. The ali- 
Surdity of it would certainly strike him, if he Were not him- 
self deluded. 

Mr Kaban was ord.amcd a minister to an Independent 
rnngrcgation at Yardley, on Thursday last Three ministers 
attended, and three sermons were preached upon the occa- 
sion Mr Bull nas one of them. The church consists at 
present of only twenty-five members He is to have no 
stipend, and was unanimously chosen There was a large 
congregation, and vast numbers went from Olncy. I have 
been informed that Mr Bull’s examination of him was 
very close, and his own account of himself very affecting 
All his own family were present, and all dissolved in tears 

Mr HilIy.aFd, Mr Whitford’s successor, whp came hither 
from Kimbolton, is very acceptable and much followed 
Thougli a man of no education, he has taken great pains 
to mforui his mind. He often pronounces a word wrong, 
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1)ut always uses it with propnety. He is never out of tem- 
per in the pulpit, hut his sermons arc experimental, search- 
ing, and evangelical He bids fair consequently for con- 
siderable success A people will always love a minister, if 
a minister seems to love his people *^0 old maxim, Si- 
mile agit in smile, is in no case more exactly verified 
therefore you were beloved at Olney, and if you preached 
to the Chickesaws, and Chachtaws, would be equally be- 
loved by them 

The summer is passing away, and hitherto has hardly 
been either seen or felt Pcqietual clouds intercept the 
influences of the sun, and for the most part there is an 
autumnal coldness m the weather, though we arc almost 
upon the eve of the longest day \Ve arc glad to find that 
you still entertain the design of coming, and hope that you 
will bring sunshine with you 

We arc well and always mindful of you , l)c mindful of 
us, and assured that we love you< Mrs Unwin is not the 
less thankful for the coCoanuts because they acre so 
naught they could not be eaten If they were bought, the 
seller was to blame , for which reason I thought it neces- 
sary to tell you what they were 

Yours, my dear friend, and Mrs Newton’s 

Aflectionate WM COWFER 

CCLVIII 

VERSES EEOLOSBI). 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM BULU 

MY DEAR nilKND, JonS 20, 1783 

This comes accompanied by a letter Mrs, Unwin re- 
ceived from Mrs Fowley , she thought it would please 
you I send you the petite piiRo; I promised, not quite so 
Morthy of your notice , but it is yours by engagement, 
otherwise, I believe you would never have seen it. 

1 he ladies are in the greenhouse, and tea waits. 

Vours more than 1 have time to tell you, 

WM. COWPER. 



882 


COWPER’b LETTEBS. 


CCLIX 

■WISBfNa HOC A PXiEABAirT J'0TmNS7. 

TO TriE REV WILLIAH BULL. 

Et deab raiERD, June 27t 1783. 

A FINE mornings though a shady one, has induced me 
to spend that time in walking which 1 had devoted to the 
quill , consequently I send you no letter for Mr Newton, 
but am obliged to postpone my answer to his last till the 
usual opportunity shall arrive> I cannot resist fine weather , 
and th& omission is of no great conseiiucncc, both because 
I has’e nothing new to communicate, and because I have 
a frank which will convey that nothing to him gratis. I 
wish you and yours a pleasant excursion, ns pleasant as 
the season and the scene to which >ou are going can pos- 
sibly make it I sluill rejoice to hear from you, and am 
sufficiently flattered by the recollection, that just after hear- 
ing your protest against all letter-writing, I heard you al- 
most promise to write a letter to me Thu journeys of-a 
man like you must be all sentimental journeys, and better 
worth the rcciul than Sterne’s would have been, bad he 
travelled to this moment Adieu, my friend < 

Yours, \VM CWPER 
Mrs Unwin’s love Send the Review. 


CCLX 

B18 PA8810N FOB BETIBEMSRT-BOBEBTBON 
AND OIBBON. 

TO THF KI-S JOHN NEWrioN 
MV DEAR PRIFSU, July 27, 1783 

You cannot have more pleasure in receiving a letter from 
me, than 1 should find in writing it, w'cre it not almost im 
possible in such a place to Rnd a subject 

I live in a world abunding with incidents, upon which 
many grave, and perhaps some profltable observations 
might lie made , but those incidents never Veaching my 
unfortunate ears, both the entertaining narrative and the 
reflection it might suggest are to me annihilated and lost 
1 look back to the past week, and say, what did it produce? 
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1 ask the same question of the week preceding, and duly 
receive the same answer from both, — nothing I — A situation 
like this, in which I am as unknown to the world, as I am 
Ignorant of all that pnsses in it, m which I have nothing to 
do but to think, would exactly suit me, were my subjects 
of meditation as agreeable as my leisure is uninterrupted. 
My passion for rctiiament is not at all abated, after $o 
many years spent in the most sequestered state, but rather 
increased , — a circumstance I shoultl esteem wonderful to 
a degree not to be accounted for, considering the condition 
of my mind, did I not know, that wc think as we arc made 
to think, and of course approve and prefer, as Providence, 
who appoints the bounds of our habitation, choascs for us. 
Thus am I both free and a pnsoner at the same time. The 
world IS before me ; I am not shut up in the Bastille , there 
are no moats about my castle, no locks upon my gates, of 
which I have not the key , — but an invisible, uncontrollable 
agency, a local attachment, an inclination more forcible 
thin I ever felt, even to the place of my birth, serves me for 
prison-walls, and for bounds which I cannot pass In former 
years I have known sorrow, and licforc 1 had ever tasted of 
apintual trouble The effect was an abhorrence of the 
scene in which I had suffered so much, and a weariness to 
those objects which I Iiad so long looked at with an eye of de- 
spondency and dejection But it is otherwise with me now’ 
The same cause subsisting, and in a much more powerful 
degree, fails to produce its natural effect The very stones 
in the garden-walls are my intimate acquaintance I should 
miss almost the minutest object, and be disagreeably affect- 
ed by Its removal, and am persuaded that were it possible 
1 could leave this incommodious nook for a twelve month, 
I should return to it again with rapture, and be transported 
with the sight of objects which to allthcw’orld Iieside would 
he at least indifferent ; some of them perhaps, such as the 
ragged thatch and the tottering walls of the neighbouring 
' ottasGs, disgusting But so it is, and it is so, because here 
IS to be my abode, and because such is the appointment of 
J/m tlut placed me in it — 

Iflt Itrrarum imAi prvtcr omnu 

Augulvtnda, , 
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It IS the place of all the world I love the most, not for 
any happiness it affords me, but because here I cai) be 
miserahte with most convenience to myself and with the 
least disturbance to others. 

You wonder, and (I dare say) unfeignedly, because you 
do not thinh yourself entitled to such praise, that I prefer 
your style, as an historian, to that of the two most renown- 
ed enters of history the present day has sepn. That you 
may not suspect me of having said more tlian my real opi- 
nion will warrant, I will tell you why In your style I set. 
no affectation. In every Ime of theirs I see nothing else 
They disgust me always, Robertson with his pomp and his 
strut, and Gibbon with his finical and French manners 
You are as correct as they. You express yourself with as 
much precision. Your words arc ranged with as much 
propriety, hut you do not sot your periods to a tune They 
discover a perpetual desire to exhibit themselves to ad- 
vantage, whereas your subject engrosses you. They sini: 
and you say , which, as history is a thing to be said, and 
not sung, IS in my judgment, very much to your advantage 
^ writer that despises their tncks, and is yet neither in- 
elegant nor inharmonious, proves himself, by that single 
arcumstance, a man of supenor judgment and ability to 
them both You have my reasons. I honour a manly 
character, in which good sense, and a desire of doing good, 
are the predominant features , —but ijffectation is an emetic 

WC 


CCLXI. 

WISHES HIM TO INqUIBE OONOEBNIRO THE SALE 
OF HIS POEMS-BALXJtDS-ANEODOTES OF 
HIS GOLD FZHOHES. 

TO THE REV. Wt.Lt.IAM UNWIN 
MT DEAR WILUAM, Augut 4, 1783 

I FEEL myself sensibly obliged by the interest you take m 
the success of my productions. Your feelings upon the 
subject are such as 1 should have myself, had I an oppor 
tunity of calling, Johnson aside to make the enquiry you 
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p<K|^dse. But I am pretty well prepared for the worst, 
and so long as I have the opinion of a few capable judges 
in my favour, and am thereby convinced that I ha\e neither 
disgraced myself nor my subject, shall not feel myself dis- 
posed to any extreme anxiety about the sale To aim with 
KpiHtiml nf n^anlcmd. and to become 
pfjpiiiar hy urrinn£ nn script ural subiipcts. Were an unre. 1 - 
.jflpnKlP ambiunn, far a poet to entert ain, in days like 
tlij^ Verac may have many charms, but has none power- 
ful enough to conquer the aversion of a dissipatcti age to 
such instruction Ask the question therefore boldly, and 
1)0 not niorttficd even though he shouhl shake his head, 
and drop his chin , for it is nn more than we have a reason 
to c\pcct. Ufill Iny thp. fWr ..[inn rh,s y[gp pf tJ^e times 
and wc will acquit the noet 

I am glad you were pleased with niy Latin ode, and 
indeed with iny I'Inglish dirge, as muc li as 1 was myself 
Ttie tunc laid me under a disadvantage, obliging me to 
write m Alexandrines , which I suppose would suit no one 
but a French one , neither did I intend any thing more 
than that the subject and the words should be suthnently 
accommodated to the music Th'* hiiinri is a species on 
poetry, I believe, po( uliar to this country, ucjiially adapted 
to she drollest and the most tragu il subjects Simplii ny 

mill p.T-sis .ire ibi prm>cr characuuaUcs Our forefathers 

e\< oiled 111 It , but we modems have lost the art It i. 
observed, that wc have few good linglish odes But to 
make amends, wc have many excellent ballads, not inferior 
perhaps in true poetical ment to some of the very best 
odes that the (Ireuk or I.atin languages have to lioast of It 
IS a sort of composition 1 was C'cr fond of, and if graver 
matters had not called me another w’ay, should have addic- 
kd myself to it more than to any other I inherit a taste 
for It from my father, who succeeded well in it himself, and 
who lived at a time when the best pieces in that way were 
produced Wljat can be jirettier than Gay’s ballad, or rather 
Swift’s .Vrbuthnot’s, Pope’s, and Gay’s, in the What do ye 
ca'l It— “’ Twas when the seas were roaring ? ’ I have been 
well informed that they well contributed, and that the most 
celebrated association of clever fellows this oountry ( vex saw 
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did not think it lieneath them to unite their strength and 
abilities in the romposition of a song The success how- 
ever answered to their wishes our puny days will never 
produce such another. The liallads that Bourne has tran- 
slated, beautiful in themselves, are still more beautiful in 
I’is version of them, inrinitely surpassing, in my judgment, 
all that Olid o< Tibullus have left behind them They are 
(jiiite as elegant, and far more touching and pathetic than 
the teiulercst strokes of either 

So much tor ballads, and ballad writers. “A worthy sub- 
leei," you will say, “for a m.in whose head might be filled 
with better things — .ind t/tr filled with better things, but 
to so ill a purpose tli.it I thrust into it nil m.inner of top cs 
that may. prove more amusing , as for instanccr-d have two 
eold-iinrhcs, whidi in the siiinnicr occupy the greenhouse 
A few days since, being employed in cleaning out their 
i.nges, I placed that which I Lulin hand upon the table, 
while the other hung against the w.ill the windows and 
the doors stood wide open I went to fill the fountain .it 
the |)um|), and on my return was nut a little surprised to 
find a goldlinch sitting on the top of the cage I had been 
cleaning, and singing to and kissing the goldfinch within 
J .ipproni he'd him, and he discovered no har , still nearer, 
and he disc overed nunc 1 advinced my haiicl towards him, 
> , 111(1 he look no notice of it 1 seized him, .ind supposed 
I had caught a new bird, hut c,isiiiig iii> eye upon the 
other cage perceived iny mistake Its inhabitant, during my 
abM'iii e, had contrived to find an opening, where the wire 
had been a little bent, .and in-ide no other use of the escape 
It nfloided bun, Ibaii to salute his friend, and to converse 
w itli him more iiUimntely than he had done before I re 
turned him to his proper mansion, but in vain In less 
than a niinute he liad thrust his little person through the 
aiicrtiire again, and again perched upon Ins neighbour’s 
I .age, kissing him, .is at the fiist, and singing, as if trans- 
ported with the fortunate adventure I could , not but res 
pcct such friendshii), as for the sake of its gratification had 
twice declined an op{Kirtunity to be free, and, consenting 
to their union, resolved that for the future one cage should 
hold them both,* I am glad of such incidents , for at a 
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pinch, and when I need entertainment, the xcrsificalion of 
them serves to dnert me 

J hope >ou will receive a very fine melon, which we scntl 
according to your last direction , it will leave this place on 
Wednesday 

I transcribe for you a piece of Madam (liijon, not as the 
best, but as being shorter than man>, and as good as most 
of them Vours ever, W C 


CXLXII 

SICKLY SEASOK-BEMAHKB ON MADAME QUYON'S 
FAMILIAR STYLE OF DEVOTION. 

TO TIlC RIV VVIIIIVM tNWlN 
MY DEAR ERIKS n, Scpt 7, 

So long a Silence needs .an apology I h.avc been hin- 
dered liy a tlircc-weuks visit from our Huston friends, and 
by a cold, and tevcrish cuiiiplaint, w huh are but just rv 
moved \ foguv 'unimer Is likely to be attended with i 
sukly autumn , such miiltiUidLS are indis|)Ost.d bj fevirs ri 
tins country, tint the farmers have with ihlVu ull> gathered 
in their harvest, the labourers hiving bcui almost every dav 
earned out of the field inc.ap.ibli. of work , and many die 
The French poetess is certainl) eharge.ible with the fault 
)ou mention, though I thought it not very glaring in th^ 
{iicce I sent you I have eiide.avoured indeed, in all the 
translations 1 have in,adc, to cure her of that evil, cither by 
the siijiprcssion of passages exceptionable upon that .a< loiini, 
or by a more sober and resiieetful manner of cxpressimi 
Still however she will be found to have conversed fainili.irly 
with (lod, but 1 hope not fu'somely, nor so .as to give .i 
reasonable disgust to a religious reader 'I’liat (lod should 
deal familiarly with man, or, which is the same thing, that 
he should permit man to deal familiarly with him, seems 
not very dithcult to conceive, or presumptuous to sujijiose, 
»h( n somcithings ire t.aken into consider.ation \Vo" to 
the sinner that shall d.arc to take a liberty with Him that 
IS not warranted by his word, or to which He himself has 
not encouraged him ' 'I ill the incarnation of the Godhead 
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ib verily believed He is unapproachable by man upon any 
terms . and in that case to accost him as if ne had a right 
of relationship, when in reality we have none, would be to 
alTornt Him to his face But an IiiLarnate (lod is as much 
liuman as divine Wlien He assumed man’s nature, he 
revealed himseir as the friend of man, as the brother of 
every soul that loves him He coiivcrbcd freely with man 
while he was iifion earth, and as freely with him after his 
resurrection I doubt not therefore that it is possible to 
enjoy an an css to Him even now unincumbered with cert- 
momoiis awe, easj, dslighttul, and without constraint 'Ihis 
however can only be the lot of those who make it the 
business of their lives to phase hiia, and to cultivate com 
munion with him And then 1 presume there can be no 
danger of offence, because such a habit of the soul is of his 
own creation, and near as we come, we come no nearer to 
him than He is iilcased to draw us If we address him as 
children. It is lieiausc he tells us he is our father If wc 
unbosom ourselves to him as to a friend, it is hccatibc he 
calls Ub friends , and if we speak to him in the language of 
love, It IS beeaiise lie first used it, thereby teaching ub that 
It IS the language he delights to hear from his people But 
I confesb tliat throiigli tlie weakness, tlie folly, and comii>- 
tion of human natuie, this pnvihge, like all other Christian 
jirivihges, IS liable to abuse There is a misturc of evil in 
•every thing wo do , indulgence encourages us to encroach, 
and while we exercise tlie nghts of children, we become 
childish Here I think is the |ic>iiit m which my authoress 
failed and here It is that I have partieiilarly guarded my 
translation, not afraid of reprc"-eiilmg her as dealing with 
('lod familiarly, liiit foolishly, irreverently, and without due 
attention to ins majesty, of which she is sometimcb guilty 
'\ wonderful fault for such a woman to fall into, who spent 
her life in the eonteiniilation c>f his glory, who b(.ems to 
have been always impressed with a sense of it, and some 
times quite absurhed in the views she had of it W C 
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CCLXIII 

EPZDEMI0-M0BTAUT7-HI8 OWN FEELINOS- 
MB. SGOTT-MB. BAOON. 

TO THE RtV JOHN NEWTON 
MY DKAB FBIICND, Hept 8, 17S{ 

Mrs. Unwin would ha\c answered your kind note fmin 
llcdford, had not a pain in her Mde prevented her Tt still 
< ontinues, but is less violent than it was I, who am lu r 
•'Ccretary upon such occasions, should certainly have an- 
swered It for her, hut was hindered by illness, having lurn 
myself seized with a fever immediately after your departure 
1 he account of your recovery gave us gre it pleasure, and I 
am ]iersuaded that you will feel joursclf repaid by the in- 
formation that I give you of mine The reveries your head 
was filled with, while your disorder was most prevalent, 
though they were but reveries and the offspring of a heated 
imagination, afforded you yet a comfortable evidciuc ol the 
(trednmmant bias of your heart and mind to the best 
subjects I had none such , It would liiv I been wondi rfiil 
if I bad indeed I was in no degree dibrioiis nor has any 
thing less than a fever really dangerous ever made mi .o 
In this rcsjieet, if in no other, 1 may be said to have .i 
strong head , and jierhaps for the same reason that Wiiio 
would never make me drunk, an ordinary degree offivir 
has no effect upon my understanding 
'I'hc epidemic be-gins to be more inorUil as the aiitiiiiin 
• omes on Two men of drunken memory, ISob lTii.m.iii 
iiid Hob Kitchener, have die'd of it since you went In 
Hedfordshiro it is rcjiortcd, how truly however 1 laniiot ..ly, 
10 be nearly as fatal as the plague It is well for tlnist 
about me, that 1 am neither very subject to fevers, nor apt 
to loose my senses when I have one My nivings would 
bc^hosc of a man more conversant with things above, nid 
It they bore any rcsembLance to my habitual musing-i, 
w-.uld serve only to shock bystanders I In ard lately ol .i 
' !• rk in a pulibc ofli< c, whose • hief employment it w.is for 
.'luiy years to administer oaths, who being light-headed m 
a fever, of which he died, spent the last week of Ins life in 
erying day and light — “ So help you God— kiss the book — 
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give me a shilling ” What a wretch in comparison with 
you, and how happy in comparison with me I 

1 have indeed been lately more dejected and more dis- 
tressed than usual , more harassed by dreams in the night, 
and more deeply poisoned by them in the following d.iy 
1 know not what is portented by an alteration for the worst, 
after eleven years of misery, but firmly believe that it ic 
not designed as the introduction of a change for the better 
You know not what 1 sulTerud while you were here, nor was 
there any need you should Your fricndshiji for me would 
have in.ide you in some degree a partaker of iny woes, and 
your share m them ivould have, been increased by your 
inability to help me Perhajis indeed they took a keener 
edge from the consideration of your presence , the fricnil 
of my heart, the person with whom I had formerly taken 
sweet counsel, no longer useful to me as a minwier, no 
longer pleasant to me as a Christian, was a siiettacle that 
must necessarily add the Inttcrness of m()rtiric.ition to tin 
sadness of despair 1 now see a long winter before mu, 
and am to get through it as I can I know the ground 
before 1 tread upon it , it is hollow, it is .igitited, it suffers 
shocks III every direction , it is like the soil of ( ilabrui, all 
whirlpool and undulntiun , hut 1 must reel through it, — at 
least if I lie not sw.ilkiwe'd up by the way 

.Mr Scott h.is been ill almost ever since you left u*- 
> This light atiiiosjilierc, and these iinrcnntting storms, are 
very unfriendly to an asthm’itic h.ibit 11c suffers .lecord 
mgly , and l.isl .S.itiirdiy, as on many foregtang Saturday-s 
W.IS obliged to clip on a blister by wM) of prc'paration tor 
his suiulay l.sbours He cannot dr.iw breath upon any other 
terms If holy orders were always conferred upon such 
conditions, I question but even bisbojirieks themselves 
would want .in ck i upant But he is easy and cheerful, and 
likes his w.iges well 

I beg you will mention me kindly to ^Ir Tlacon, and 
make him sensible that if I did not write the paragraph 
he wished for, it was not owing to any want of rcsjvect for 
the desire he expressed, but to mere inability If in i 
state of mind that almost disqualifies me for society 1 
could possibly wish to form a new conne.Mon, 1 should 
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to know him . but I never shall, and things being as 
tnc> ire, I do not regret it You arc my old friend, therc- 
fiire I do not spare you , basing known you in better days, 
I make you pay for any pleasure I might then afford you, 
111 a communication ot my present pains. But I liasc no 
I (aims of this sort upon Mr Baron 

Be pleased to reintniber us Ijoth, with inueh affection to 
Mrs Newton, and to her and your Kli/a , to Miss C’atlell 
likewise, if she is with you J’oor Kli/a droops and kin- 
..iiishes, but m the land to which she is goini:, she will hold 
up her head and droop no more sickness that leads the 
wi\ to everlasting lile is better thin the life of .m antedilu 
mil Aceept our united love My dear friend, sincerely 
} ours, M • C 

l.ady Austen dcsiies me to add her coiiiphments 


criAiv 

' EPIDBMia AT OLNET-JOHII THE TAILOR- 
VISIT TO MB. BULL. 

TO 1HL RLV JOHN NIWlON. 

Ml nF\r. utiKMi, Si’pt '21, I7 h3 

W I arc glad tint hii mg Ijoin .marked by a fever, whidi 
In- often p'^oved f.ital, anil .iliiiost .ilw.iys leaves Ibesufleret 
ill bilitatril to the I.isl degree you find yoursell so soiui res 
Hied to he.dtli, and your steiigili recovered lii.ilili 

iiid strength are usi ful tei others, .mil m th.it view iiii|)iiit 
ant m /iij account who dis[H,nses both, and by your iimiis 
i niiire precious gift than utber I'or my own |Mil, tboue). 
I hive not been laid up 1 have never been perfectly we!! 
si'it e you left us A sm.irt fever, wliuh lasted meleed bill 
J few hours, sueeecded bv lassitude and want ofspiiits, that 
-eemi.d still to mdieaie a feverish habit, has in.iilv, lor some 
hmc, and still makes nie very unfit for my favourite oeciipa 
• >.'!», wrilmg and reading , — so that even a letter, and even 
a .etter to yoQ, is not without us burthen An eniitie whicii 
I took yeslerdai, has, 1 believe, tloi'c me more good tii.ui 
■eiy tiling, but I shall b<' able to .isierAin that point bettei 
when 1 have rueovered from the fatigue it John Line 
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has had the epidemic, and has it still, but grows better 
When he was first seized with it, he gave notice that he 
should die, t>ut in this only instance of prophetic, exertion 
he seems to have been mistaken he has however, been 
very near it Uett Fi->her was buried last night she died 
of the distemper Molly Clifton is dying, but of a decline 
1 should have told you, that poor John has been very ready 
to depart, and much comforted through his whole illness 
lie, you know, though a silent, has been a very steady pro 
fessor, and therefore, though but a botcher, which is some 
what less than a tailor, seems to have been more than a 
match for the last enemy Oh, what things pass in cottager 
and hovels, wh'eh the great never dream of’ French phi 
losophcrs amuse themselves and, arecording to their own 
])hrasc, cover themselves with glory, by inventing air-halls, 
which, liy their own buoyancy, ascend above the clouds 
and are lost 111 the regions which no human contrivame 
could c\ t. r iicnetrale Iwforc An English tailor, an inhabi- 
tant of tlio <hinc;hills of Silver End, prays, and his pray«.r 
ascends into the ears of the loinl of 's.iliaoth He indeed 
e ewers himself with glor), fights Uitlles, and gams \letorle^ 
but makes no noise hiiroiic is not asionislicd at his feats, 
foreign Aeneleiiiies do not seek him for a me'mber , he wi'l 
ncvei ehseover llie art of Hying, or send a glohc of tafTiU 
up to heaven Ihit he will go thither himself 1 am afraul 
there IS hardly a philosopher among them that would be 
wise cnoiii'h to ehange leinditiems with hnu if he could, 
yet certainly (hero is not one that would not be infimtcly a 
gainer by doing so 

Since yon went, wc elmeel with Mr Hull at Newport 1 
had sent him notu e of our visit a week before, which, liki 
a contemplative, studious man, as he is, he pul in his po' k 
et and forgot ^\ hen we arnve*d, the larloiir windows were 
shut, and the house had the apixiarance eif being umnhabit 
ed After waiting some time, however, the maid opened 
the door, and the master presented himself Mrs. Bull 
and her son were gone to Bedforil, but having found what 
we chieflv wanted, we dined and spent the afternoon togs 
ther comfortably enough It is hardly worth while to oh 
serve so repeatedly that his garden se*ems a spot coutnved 
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only for the growth of melancholy , hut being alw.ays affect- 
id hj It in the ii.ime way I cannot help it Ho showed me 
1 nook, in which he had placed a bench, and wlure In said 
lie found it very refreshing to smoke his pipe and nudiute 
Here he sits, with his hacK against one brick wall, and his 
nosC against another, which must, you know, he very ic- 
trcsliing, and greatly assist iiicditition He rejoices the 
more in this niche, because it is .in acquisition made at 
-Dill., expense, and with no siti.ill bhoitr , several lo.uls of 
i.irtli were removed in order I'l make it, — which loads of 
I Hill, had I the manageniint ut tiuni, I should i.irry thither 
i^i’n, and fill up a place more lit in .ippearance ti> he .i 
upiiMtory for the dead than the living I would on no .ic- 
niuiu put any man out of coiueil with his innocent enjoy- 
'iKiits, and therefore never tell hini niy thoughts upon this 
-uhjeet, hut he IS not seldom low siiirued, and I i.iiinot 
hut suspect that Ins siiuatioii helps to mike him so 
Mrs Unwin higs tint Mrs Newton will hi so kind as to 
as her hoxromh, with fine teeth on both sides she 
iiins till haul arrived s.ile 

1 shall he obliged to you for llavvkesvvorlli s Voyages, 
when It can he sent conveincotly '1 he long evenings .ire 
'iiginniiig, and nothing shoileiis thenisoeflvciually as ri.id- 
ing loud 

lady \Hsten returns her comiiliinenls 'I'lu loniss.ire 
.iiiiL to I’righton Mr Page has warning to quit Kaiisione 
!r Scott Is better than hi ha-. bei>i, hut so wiak that he 
’ obliged to ride to WesUm Mrs Unwin is well, and 
'll N iiie assure V rill of our joint love, wliiilil would he 
I lulirstood to do in the wariiie-<t teriiii, and with the gnat- 
ii -iincenty Our love likewise .attends Lli/a 

\ ours, my dear Inciiil, U (. 

(X'l \V 

ABUSES OF OHBISTIAinTT LEADING TO INHOE- 
LITT-PLEASURE IN READING YOTAOES 

* OP DISCOVERY 

ro rHL Ki-v JOHN xiwroN 
'IV MAR FKIKSD, Ott fi, 1783 

1 r I!) indeed a melancholy consideration, that the Oosjxtl, 
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whose direct tendency is to promote the happiness of tna i 
kind m the picscnt life, as well as in the life to come, a* ,1 
which so Lffi’t lually answers the design of its \uthor, when- 
ever It IS well understood and sincerely beliesed, shoelj 
through the ignorance, the bigotry, the superstition of it; 
prolessors, and the amiiition of i)opes,aiid princes the to 
of poiii's, ha\e produi ed incidentally so much mischief , on'j 
furnishing the world with a plausible excuse to worry ea< 
other, while tliey sane tilled the worst eause with the S|., 

1 loiis pretext of zeal for the furthcrantc of the best 

Angels de'seend from IlciMii to publish peace betwe- n 
man and his Maker , the I’rinec of Peace himself comes 1 1 
cunliriu and establish it, and war, hatred, and desulatien 
are the i onse(|iion< e '1 housands fjiiarrel about the interprc 
tation of a book which none of them understand He tLit 
IS sl.iin dus 111 inly persuaded that the crown of inartvrdi r 
expel Is linn , and he that slew him is cijually tonxinni) 
tint he has done (!(kI si'mic In reality they arc he i 
mistaken, and eipially unentitleel to the hoiunii they arr.i 
gate to tlu'insebes If, a multitude ol blind men shoiilrl 

out for a certain city, and dispute about the right roail i '■ 
a hittle ensiled hetweem them, the prolablc ilTiet woii'd 'n 
that none ot them would exer reach it ,and siieh a ln\ 
preposterous and shoiking in the exireiiio would exliilui i 
picture Ml some degree' rcsc'iiililing liic oiiginil of which w 
have bee'll sju ikmg \nd xxliy is not the world thus in 
cupied at jireseiU ?— c\eii because they havi exilianai'l i 
/eal, lli.it was no 1)1 ttcr thin iiuidncss, lor an indilierei'" 
ciyu.illy pitiable and alisiird 'Hie hole scpule lire has !■ i 
Us iniportani e in the’ e\es of n.Uiiins Christi ins, not he ii'" 
the light ol true wisdom h.is delivered tlie'iii liom a su’n’’ 
stitioiis atl 11 liiiii lit to the spot, hutbieaiisi lb that w ' 
buried in It IS no longer regarded by them as tlie Sivio ■■ 
eif the- world '1 he exer< ise ol re.ison, cnhghli ned by yi 
losophy, li.is cured them inde'e’il of the misery ot an ab-i ' 
uiielersi Hiding, but together with the delusion they hi. 
lost the siihsnnce, and for the s.ike ol llie lies tluit wi 
grifted upon it h.ive i]uarreI 1 ed with the truth itse'lf lb 
then we see the m />'r/y i/f/m of human wisdom, .at leist 
aiTairs of religion It enlightens the mind with rcspcci < > 
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lion essentials, but with respect to that in whu h the essence 
i.t Christianity consists, leases it perfeitly in the ilirk Ii 
( in discover many errors that in difTerent astes h.ive disgrac- 
td the faith , hut It Is only to make way for the adinissinn 
nt one more fatal than them all, which represents tint faith 
ii-elt as a delusion Why those evils have been permuted 
-li ill he known hereafter One thinn in the mean time is 
lert.uii, that the folly and fren/y of the professed disLiples 
1 1 t'le Ciospel have hei'ii more diufjerous to Us interests, 
l' .11 all the avowed hostilities of its ulveis m. s , and p^r- 
1 1 Is f.ir this cause tin si inisi h ■ is mi;li' h' d rid to 
. \ 111 tor a season, that Us divine oruii.ii ii..l iiatiiie 
■ ’ ,1 , he the more illiistriUd, win i it shiinld ipp, ir tint it 
s .ahli to stand Us ground lor i ti , i^inist th u .nost tor- 

I lul .!)le of all attai ks, the mdisi u tnm i>t us In. i> Is I he 
itmai s that li ivi followed this )i,aversioii ol thi truth 
V c prov ed indeed t stuinlilin" him k to I’.iivi'nK die 

M ol this world, with all iIilii wisdom hivi not him 
. to distinguish lielwceii tin I lis,m.; ind il . i > i,i ol it 
' Mirs w Is oil n I. d, andCiiiioon liistnn din. In k 
' the flock ot t hi'-t Is SI 'I no'irisiud, .ind si II i n i,i 
'.withstanding the uo'iiliet ol a plulosoiilu i .s .ioIl i.) 
j'Uerl hii.id into a ston,, iiul .i iidi nilo i a rp .il 
I am miK It ohiigi d to vmi lor the vnyui' whuhln*- 
s .1(1, mil heg.ui to read list iii,,lu My nii i ini’ion is so 
i, MV tied upon tin se im i isioiis, that I siein to p'rt ike with 
e n.iv la itors in all tlu dmgiisl'ie) inii>iin!'i d I lose 

II •, an. hor, my mainsail Is rent into slind. I kill a sli.ark, 

' .d liy sians converse with x I’atigonim, .ind .ill this with 
■lit movn^ from the litiside I hi ]irmi ipil liiiils of these 
I' mis, ihil liive lieen nude around tin glniH .i i m liki ly 

' > ill the ainiiseineiU of those thu staid at home Discove- 
i s Inv e hii n m,ade, hiu suc|i disioviiii. .is will hardly 
iisiv till ev])eiise of suih ui’di it ikmas \\i hnm'ght .iway 
n Indian, anil h.iving (lel).auchid him, wi s, nt him home 
into Lummuinrate th- mlution to liis i ountry , line 
U to hi sive, hilt such as will not n li.'y the cos*, 
* niiMis that live upon bread 'rint, and hiu no mines to 
‘ike them worthy of our anjuaintini e will he hut little 
'I'lted for the future ^o niurh the hein r for them ' tlieir 
overty ii> indeed theu mercy Yours, my dear friend, W C. 
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CCLXVI 

AMEEIOAN LOYALISTS-PKOSPEOTS OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 

TO THE KfcV JOHN NEWTON. 

MT UEAit mrND, Octoljer, 17:)') 

I \M mill li obli^t-d to joii for >our \mcrican .anccdotc<!, 
and fut I ilu (ilili'(Tlion pcrtuips mori: sensibly, tbe laliour 
of tr.iMsi nbin:' beiii<' in particular that to ubii h I iiiy'.LlI 
base the "rcaiest aversii n The I.oyahsls are much to b>' 
pined , ilri\en from all tin comforts tli.it depend upon ami 
an intim.i<e1} (onnciUd with a residence in their natii. 
land, and sunt to cultis iiu a distant one, without the me.uis 
of doing It , abandoned too, thriMigh a clcplorable nccessitv, 
by the government to whuh they have s.ii rifued all,— tin v 
evhibit a s|)( i t.ii le of distress, which one cannot view even 
at this distaiKu without (lariieipUiii" in wb.it they feel Whv 
could not some of our useless w.istes and forests have beiii 
allotod to their siiiiiiorl? I«> h.ive built them houses indid, 
and to have fiirnislHd them with nniileinents ot husbandry, 
would liavt put us to no siii.dl e-xpeiise , but I sU|)pose the 
increase of popiil.itioii, .ind the improvement of the soil, 
would soon have been fell as a national .idvant.'ige, and 
have iiKlenmirud the St etc, if not enriched It Hut I am 
afraid tlett nothing so virtuous, or so wise, is to be looked 
for in the public meisures ol the present day We are 
boiiiitifiil to loreigiii rs, .iiid negles I those of our own hous 
hold I remembor thit, i omn issi jn.itmg the miseries ot ih 
Portuguese, at the time ol the Lisbon e.irthi]u ikc, we sent 
them a ship load of tools to clear iway the rubbish v^illi, and 
to assist them m rehud.lmg the c it^ I rcmembeT, too, it w i-. 
reported at the tunc, tli it the court of Portugal accepted oii' 
wlice'l-lmrrow's and spidiswith a very ill gr.iee, .md tre.ite.' 
OUT bounty with contempt An act like this in bchalt o', 
our brethren, carried only a little further, might possibh 
have redeemed them from niiii, hive resulted pi cmnlumciv 
to ourselves, have been received with joy, and rciuid witn 
gratitude Such arc iny speM ulations upon the subject, wh<> 
not being a politician by profession, ami very seldom givm, 
in> attention fur, a moment to any such matter, may nut l><^ 



TO THE REV J HEWTOS 


»07 


Awarc of difficulties and objections, which they of the 
<. linnet can diiccrn with half an eje Perhips to have 
taken under our protection a rare of men proscribed by the 
Lorgress might be thought daiiijerous to the mteresti ive 
hojiu to have hereafter in their high and mighty regards 
ami affections It is ever the way of those who rule the 
Lirtli, to leave out of their reckoning Him who rules tlie 
i.invtrse They forget that the poor have a friend mon* 
port Lrful to avenge, than they ran be to oppress, and ilnl 
m her) and perfidy must therefore jirove bad pel u v in 
ih. nd The Americans themselves appear to me to be 

HI a situation little less pitiable than that of the dcsi rt.sl 
1 , 0 , ihsts A rev olt can hardly be s lid to have bec'i sn 
it'ssful that has c\< hanged onlv an apprehended tv r.iiiiiy 
f ir a real one, and has sh iken off the lestraints of i well 
,,-iii.rcd government, m ‘roly to give room and opiioriunitv 
I ir the J,«rring opinions and inl< rests ol its ..iliettors to 
throw .dl into a stite of atnrchv This is evidently tin 

< tse at present, and without a special inlcrp isilion ol I’m 
v.deiKc Is hkel) to lie rorye.irs to loine riiuj will at list, 
pLihijis, after iniK h ill temper and bloodshed, settle inin 
'(line sort of istibhshmint , but hanlly, 1 think, into 
I more desirable one (ind it sieinstliiy themselves ire 
pretty mu< b of the same opinion) than they eiijoyeil before 

1 HOT fears of arbitrary iinposinon were nrl.iinly well, 
to.rided A struggle therefore iniglil be necLssary, in older 
i<> prevent it, and this end iniglil surely hive been aiiswen il 
W'lhout a renunciation of deiiciiduni e Hut the passions 

< f a whole people, once put in motion, .are ik;1 soon ipiiei 
111 Contest begets avirsion, a little siu cess inspires iii »r.* 
imliitioiis hopes, and thus a slight (|iiarrel terinin.ites ,il 
eist m a breach never to be healed, and perhaps in the rum 
•Il both parties It does not seem likely, th.il a country so 
i.istinguished liy the Creator witn every thing that can in ike 
■' desirable*, should be given up to desolation fur ever, .oid 
ih possilily m ly have reason on their side, who suppi.e 
t'l.it 'll time it will have the j>r«*erainence over all others , 
a'lt the day of such prosperity seems far distant Oiniii 
l> itence indeed can hasten it, and it may dawn when it is 
least evjiected But we govern ourselves yi all our reasoit- 
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mgs by present appearances Persons at least no better 
informed than myself arc constrained to do so 

You surprised me most agreeably with a polite and 
sensible letter from Mr Kacon that good man has a place 
in my heart, though 1 never saw him, and never may I 
shall never sec the print he so obligingly presents me with, 
without sentiments ot gratitude and friendship, and shall 
i vluavour to aiisnor his letter msuch terms as his kindness 
j'l-itlj claims, as soon as the print arrives 

W c have opened two of the c orua nuts one naught and 
♦he other escellent , the third promises to he a good one 
1 intended to liave taken another subject when I began, 
iiid [ \Msh I had No man living is less qualified to scuk 
I'll ions than I am , b>it when I write to you, 1 talk, — tint 
1 1 , I write as fast as my pen can run, and on this occasion 
It ran aw’.sy with me 1 acknowledge myself in your dih, 
fill )our Last favour, but cannot pay you now, unless > on 
will a< I cpt as pajment, what I know you value more than 
ill I can say licMde, the most unfeigned assurances of mj 
alb ct.on for you and jours 

Yours, &c W C 


CCl YVTI 

NOTHINa TO SAY ON POLITICS- HIS POEMS ON 
THE ROYAL GEORGE WRITTEN TO ENCOURAGE 
THE ATTEMPT AT WEIGHING THAT SHIP. 

to josi- i»H ini i, Esq 

Oct an, 17S3 

I siioi I D not have been thus long silent, h.ad I knowi. 
w nil certainly where a letter of mine might find you \ oin 
summer excursions however arc now at an end, and addri' 
iiig a line to you in the centre of the busy scene in whicli 
you spend j'our winter, I am pretty sure of my mafk 

1 see the winter ajiproaching without much concern, 
though a passionate lover of fine weather and the pleasan' 
scenes of summer , but the long evenings ha\e their com 
torts too, and there is hardly to be found upon the earth, i 
sujijiosu, so snag a creature as an Knglishmnn by his fin 
side in the wyitcr I mean however an Englishman that 
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lives in the country, for in Ixindon it is n^t very cas} to 
avoid intrusion I hav e two ladies to read to, sometimes 
more, but never less At present we are nreumnav igatiii^ 
the globe, and I find the old story with which I amused 
myself some years since, through the great felieily of a 
memory not very retentive, almost new I am however 
sadly at a loss for Cook’s voyage, can you send it 7 1 shall 
he glad of Foster’s too These together will make the winter 
|MSb merrily, and you will much oblige me W C 

CCLXVIII 

CHEEBFTTL ACCOUNT OF HIMSELF. 

TO JOSFPII III! I , hSO 

Vl^ DKAR KKIPND, Oct ‘20, I7Sa 

I nwv nothing to say on political subjects, for two 
'tasons , first because I know none that at present would 
Drove very amusing, csiiecially to you who love your 

< ountry and, secondly, liec ause there are none that I havt 
•ho vanity to think myself (tu.iliiiod to discuss 1 must beg 
JtMvo, however, to rejoice a little at thi“ fiiliirc of the 
Caisse d’liscoraptcs, because 1 think the I' rtm h have wdl 
iksorved It , .and to mourn <(iually that the Royal (leorge 

< iiiiiot be weighed the rather, ber,iusc I wrote two poems, 
one l.aiin and one Lnglish, to encourage the atteinjit 

1 he former of these only having been published, whu li tin* 
siilors would understand but little of, may be the reason, 
pviluips, why they have not succeeded, 

Uelicvc me, my friend, 

Affeetionately yours, \Vm (^OWPl-K 

rCLXlX 

INCENDIARIES -OLNEY NEWS -A THIEF AT THE 
CART’S-TAIL-TEEDONS-ANTICIPATIONS OF 
BALLCON TRAVELLING. 

• lO THE KEV JOilN NEWTON. 

MY DEAR VRIKND, NoV. 17,1783 

A PARCEL arrived last night, the content of which shall 
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be disposed o^ccordmg to order VVe thank Mrs New 
ton (not from the teeth outwards) for the tooth-brushes 
The country around us is much alarmed with apprehcn 
sions of fire Two have happened since that of Olney 
One at Hitchm, where the damage is said to amount to 
eleven thousand pounds, and another, at a place not f.tr 
from Hitchm, of which [ have not learnt the name Letters 
have been dropped at Bedford, threatening to burn the 
town , and the inhabitants have been so intimidated as to 
have placed a guard in many parts of it, several mehts 
past Some madman or some devil has broke loose, who it 
IS to be hoped wall pay dear for these clTusions of his malig 
nity Since our conflagration here, we have sent two woiul'ii 
and a boy to the justice, for depredation , Sue Riviss, for 
stealing a piece of beef, whuh, in her esccusc, she said*lie 
intended to take cart of This ladj’, w‘hom you well remeni 
ber, escaped for w'ant of evidenfc , not that evidence was 
indeed wanting, but our men of (lOtbam judged it unneus- 
sary to send it With her went the woman I mcntioncil 
before, who, it seems, has made some sort of profession, 
but upon this occasion allowed herself a latitude of con 
duct rather m< onsistcnt with it, having filled her apron with 
wearing apparel, wliK li she hkcw'ise intended to ukc tare 
of She would have gone to the county g.'iol, had Billy 
Kaban, the baker’s son, who prosecuted, insisted upon it , 
’but he good naturcdl), thougli I think weakly, interposed in 
her favour, and begged her off The young gentleman who 
accompanied those fair ones, is the junior son of Molly 
Boswell He had stolen some non-work, the property ot 
(iriggs, the butcher Being convicted, he was ordered to 
be whipt, which operation he underwent at the cart’s tail, 
from tbe stone-lioiise to the high arch, and back again lit 
seemed to show great fortitude*, but it w’as all an imposition 
upon the public 'I'lie lieadlc, who performed, had filled 
his left hand with red ochre, through which, after evtrs 
stroke, he drew* the lash of his whip, leaving the appearam i 
of a wound upon the skin, but in reality not hurting him at 
all 'I'his being perceived by Mr Constable Hvnschcomb, 
who followed the headic, he applied his cane, without aiiv 
such management or precaution, to the shoulders of the too 



TO THE BEV. J. NEWTOX 


401 


merciful executioner The scene immediately became 
'iiore interesting The beadle could by no means be pre- 
\ ailed upon to strike hard, which provoked the constable to 
still harder , and this double Hogging continued, till a lass 
of Silver-end, pitying the pitiful beadle thus suffering under 
the hands of the pitiless constable, joined the proicssion, .ind 
placing herself immediately behind the latter, seized liini 
iiy his capillary club, and pulling him backwards by the 
same, slapt his face with a most Amazonian fury '1 his 
roncatcnation of events has taken up more of iny paiior 
than I intended it should, but I could not forbear to inform 
) oil how the beadle threshed the thief, the constable the 
licadle, and the lady the constable, and how the thief was 
the only person concerned who suffered nothing Mr 
I'eedon has been here, and is gone again He came to 
thank me for an old pair of breeches In answer to our 
(.nqutrics aflcr his health, he replied that heludaslow fever 
which made him take all possible care not to innarnc his 
hlood I admitted his prudence, but in Ins particular in- 
stance, could not very clearly discern the need of it Pump 
water will not heat him much , and, to speak a little m his 
mn style, more inebriating fluids are to him, I fancy, not 
\ cry attainable He brought us news, the truth ofwhiih, 
liowover, 1 do not voiu li for, that the town of Bedford was 
II Uially on fire yesterday, and the flames not extinguished 
ulu-n the bearer of the tidings left it 
hwift observes, when he is giving his reasons why the 
{■readier is elevated always above his hearers, that let tlu 
I rnwd be as great as it will below, there is always room cn- 
'iiigh over-head If the French philosophers can c arry their 
.lit of flying to the perfection they desire, the observaoun 
liny be reversed, the crowd will be over-head, and they will 
have most room who stay below I can assure you, however, 
iilioii my own experience, that this way of travelling is very 
delightful 1 dreamt, a night or two since, that I drove 
Hi) self through the upper regions in a balloon and pair, 
Mithihe greatest ease and security. Having finishcil i i 
'pur I intended, I made a short turn, and, with one noii<i->li 
'f my whip, descended ; my horses prancing and r'l-zctti.ig 
'iith an infinite share of spint, but without the least da ^cr. 
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either to me or py vehicle. The time, we may suppose, i, 
at hand, and seems to be prognosticated by my dream, when 
these airy excursions will be univers.'il, when judges will 
the circuit, and bishops their visitations ; and when the. 
tour of Europe will be performed with much greater spivu, 
and with cqu,!! advantage, by all who travel merely tor the 
sake of h.iving it to say, that they have made it 

I be!; you will accept for yourself and yours our unfcign 
ed love, and rememlier me affectionately to Mr Bacon 
when you see him 

Yours, my dear friend, Wm. COWl’LR 
CCLXX 

COWPEB FOITD OF BEADINO VOYAGES AND TBA 
VELS-HE OOULD CONSENT TO BE BIOHEB 

TO JOShVK HUL, ESQ 

MV DFAii niiKM), Nov 2.T, 17S3 

Your opinion of voyages and travels would spoil an .niipc 
tile less keen than mine , but being pretty much, perhap 
more than any man who can lie said to enjoy bis liberty, tor- 
hned to a spot, and being very desirous of knowing all lliai 
can be known of this same planet of ours, while 1 have tlv 
honour to belong to it,— and having, besides, no other mean' 
of iiiforiralion at luy comnud, 1 am constrained to bt‘ laiiv 
fled with narratives, not always, indeed, to be implicitly di 
pended upon, but which, being siibjci tt fl to the exercise ul 
a little consideration, cannot inatcrmlly deceive us Swii 
burnc’s is a book I had hxed upon, and determined i* 
possible to procure, being pleased with some exlr.icts fro'i' 
It, which I found m the Review I need hardly add tli.i' 
I shall be much obliged to Mrs Hill for a sight of it > 
account myself trul; and much indebted to that lady i<>’ 
the trouble she is so kind as to take upon my account aiid 
shall esteem myself her debtor for all the amusement I 
meet with, in the southern hemisphere, should I be 
fortunate as to get there My reading is pretty much or 
cumsenbed, both by want of books and the influence ■>* 
particular reasons Politics are my abhorrence, bein'-' 
almost always hypothetical, fluctuating, and impracticable 



TO THE REV. W. UMWIH,. 


403 


Philosophy— 1 should have said natural philosophy, mathe- 
mitically studied, does not suit me , and such exhibitions 
of that subject, as are calculated for less learned readers, 
1 have read in former days, and remember in the present 
Poetry, English poetry, I never touch, being pretty much 
addicted to the writing of it, and knowing that much inter- 
course with those gentlemen betrays us unavoidably into a 
liabit of imitation, which I hate and despise most cordially. 

I am glad my uncle is so well, and that he found new 
beauties m so old an acquaintance, as the scene at Hast 
in^s. My most affectionate respects to him, if you p)lc.ise, 
when you see him next — If he be the happiest man, wlio 
has least money in the funds, there arc few uiion earth 
whom 1 have any 'occasion to env) 1 would consent, 
however, to have my pounds multiplied into thousands, 
(ven at the ha.card of all I might feel from that tormenting 
[iission 1 send nothing to the paper'^ myself but Unwin 
sometimes sends for me His receptacle of my squibs is 
the Public Advertiser , but they are very few, and my pro 
sent occupations are of a kind that will still have a ten- 
dency to make them fewer. Yours, my dear friend, 

\vm row per 


CCLXXI 

AESENTMENT FOB NEOLEOT. 

TO THE REV WII 1 I AM UNWIN 

SV DKAR WIUIAM, .NoV 12t, l/Ei 

An evening unexpectedly retired, and which your mother 
and I spend without company (an occurrence far from fre- 
'juent), affords me a favourable opportunity to write by 
to morrow’s post, which else I could not have found You 
arc very good to consider my literary necessities with so 
much attention, and 1 feel proportionably grateful lilair’s 
1 cctutes (though I supjKisc they must make a jiart of my 
private studies, not being a<f captum Jamiimium) will be 
perfectly welcome 

You say you felt my verses ; I assure you that in this you 
followed my example, for I felt them first A man’s lord- 
i>hip IS nothing to me, any further than in connexion with 
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qualities that entitle him to my respect If he thinks him- 
self pnvileged by it to treat me with neglect, I am his hum- 
ble servant, and shall never be at a loss to render him an 
equivalent I am however most angry with the manager. 
He has publibhed a book since he received mine, and has 
not vouchsafed to send it me , a requital which gond 
manners, not to say the remembrance of former friendship, 
ought to have suggested I will nob however, belie my 
knowledge of mankind so much, as to seem surprised at 
treatiiiciit wliK h I had abundant reason to expect To 
these men, with whom I was once intimate, and for many 
years, I am no longer necessary, no longer convenient, or in 
any respect an object They think of me as of the man in 
the moon, and whether I have a lantern, a dog and a faggot, 
or whether I have neither of those desirable accomiiioda 
lions, IS to them a matter of perfect indinfercnce upon that 
lioint wc arc agreed, our mdilTercncc is mutual, and were 1 
to iniblish again, winch is not impossible, I should give 
them a jiroof of it 

b’lislr.ingc’s Josephus has lately furnished us with even 
mg Ic< turos Ihit the historian is so tediously circumstan 
ti.il, aiul the translator so insupporUibly coarse and vulgar, 
Ml It we are all three weary of him How would Tariius 
have shone iqion siu h •! subject, great master as he was ol 
the art o( ik^cnplion, concise without obscurity, and ilLcl 
'iiig without licing poctiial Hut so it wa-> ordered, and foi 
wise ri Isons no cloiiht, that the greatest c ilanntics .my jeu 
j.Ie ever sulTered, and an accomplishment of one of tiv' 
most signal prophecies m the Scripture, should be recorded 
by one of the worst writers 'I he man was a tempori/cr 
ICK), and courted the iavour of his Roman masters at tiu 
expense of his own creed, or else an inliclel, and absoliiUlv 
Oislielieved It You will think me very dithrult to please I 
juarrel with Josephus for the want of elegance, and with 
some of our modern historians for having too much ith 
him, for running right forward like a gazette, without stoji 
ping to make a single observation by the way, and with them, 
for iirelc nclini; to delineate characters that existed two thou 
sand years ago, and to discover the motives by which they 
Were milueticcd, with the same precision as if they had been 
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their contemporaries Simplicity is become a very rare 
()ii.ility in a writer In the decline of great V.ingdoTni, and 
where refinement in all the arts Is carried to an c\lcs«, 1 
suppose It IS always rare The latter Roman writers are 
rtinarkablc for false ornament, they were yet no doubt ad- 
mired by the readers of their own day , and w'lth respect to 
iiithors of the present era, the most popular among them 
inpcar to me equally censurable on the same act omit 
''Will and Addison were simple , Poiie linew how to be so, 
hut was frequently tinged with afTet'tation , since their daj I 
li irdly know a celebrated writer who deserves the character, 
lint \our mother wants room for a postscript, so my lecturu 
must conclude abruptly 

Yours, \V. C 


ccLxxir 

FRIVlLEaES OF AOE-FIBST INTRODUCTION TO 
THE THBOOKMORTONS. 

TO THE RIV. WIILIAM UVWIV 
MV nrvH MUKM), 

It is hard upon us striplings who have uncles still living 
(N Pi I myself have an uncle still alive,) lh.it those venera- 
lilc gentlemen should stand in our way, even when the 
I idles are in (Question , that I, for instance, should finil in 
line page of your letter a hope tint Nfiss Shuttleworth 
wiiiild be of your party, and be tolil iii the nest that she is 
"ihigc-d to your untie Well, we may perhaps never he 
I'lii les , but We may reasonably hope ihat tlic time is com- 
ing, when others, as young as we are now, shall envy us the 
|iriv lieges of old ago, and see us engross that share in the 
aiii.iitian of the ladies to winch their youth must aspire iii 
> I'll Make our compliments if you please to your sister 
I li/ahcth, and tell her that wc are lioth mortified at having 
ii'issed the pleasure of seeing her 
liiiloons arc so much the mode, that even in this country 
"c have attcntiited a Iialloon You may possibly remember 
lint at a place called W'eston, little more than a mile from 
^>11 ley, there lives a family whose name is 'Lhccickmoitcia, 
1 he present possessor of the estate is a young man whom 
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I remember ihoy He has a wife, who is young, genteel 
and handsonle They are Papists, but much more amiable 
than many Protestants We never had any intercourse 
with the familv, though ever since we lived here we have 
enjoyed the range of thCir pleasure grounds, having been 
favoured with a key, which .idmits us into all When this 
mart surreedod to the estate, on the death of his eldvr 
brother, and came to settle at Weston, 1 sent him a compl'- 
nieiitary uird, re(|ucsting the continuance of that privilege, 
having till then enjoyed it by the favour of his mother, who 
on th.it occasion went to finish her days at Hath You niav 
conriude that he granted it, and for about two jears nothins' 
more passed between us A fortnight ago, 1 received an 
inviUlion in tlic civilest ternis, iil whicli he told iile that the 
next d.iy he should attempt to fill a balloon, and if it would 
be any pleasure to me to be present, should be haj)])} to 
sec me Your mother and 1 went The whole countrj 
were there, hut the balloon, Could not be filled 'I’li. 
eiidcivour w.is, I believe, very philosojibically niailc, lint 
sui'Ii a pi IK ess depends for its success Ujion such nicclie' 
.as m.ike it very prernrious Our reception was however 
flattering to a great degree, insomuch that more notii c 
seemed to he lakeii of us, than wo could jiossible have c\ 
pel led , indeed father more Ih.iii ot ait) of his other guests 
'1 hej even soemid anxious to rccoimiicnd themselves to 
our regirds We drank ch<x,ol.ito, and were asked to dine 
but were ong.igod \ d.vy or two aflerw mis, Mrs Unwm 
and 1 walked th,u way, .ind were overtaken in a shower I 
ioiind .1 tree tliat 1 thought would shelter us both, —a largj 
elm, in a grove tli.it fronts the 111 insion Mrs F observi.l 
ii\ and running towards us in the rain insisted on our walk 
ing in He was gone out We sit chatting witli her till tti 
vveatlicr cleared up, and then at her instance tixik a walk 
with her in the g.irden The g.irdeii is .almost their onlv w.al 
and IS i ert.aiiily their only retrvsit irt whii h they are not liab 
10 interruption She offered us a key of it in a manner thi 
mide It imjiossible not to accept it,and said she would sco 
Us one \ fiW davs afterwards, in the cool of the eve 
lug, we w<alked that way again We saw them going towar 
Ihc house, and exchange bows and courtesies at a little 
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distance, bi|t did not join them. In a few minutes, 
when we had passed the house, and had almost reached 
the gate that opens out of the parl^ into the adjoining 
field, I heard the iron gate belonging to the court-yard ring, 
and saw Mr T. advancing hastily toward us , wc m.ide equal 
hi'ite to meet him, he presented to us the key, whu h 1 told 
Imn I esteemed a singular favour, ^nd after a tew such 
speeches as are made on such ucLasions, wc parted This 
happened about a week ago I concluded nothing less, than 
that all tills civility and attention was designed, on their 
pirt, as a prelude to a nearer acqiiaintanru. but here at pre- 
-L'lit the matter rests 1 should like osceedingly to be on 
.111 easy footing tliLrc, to give a morning call, and now and 
till n to receive one, liut nothing more l‘‘ur though he is 
one of the most agreeable men I ever saw, I could not 
wish to visit him in any other way, neither our house, furnj- 
iiiri., servants, or iiKomo, being such as cjualily us to make 
tntcrtainmenls, neither would I on any account be intro 
dm I'd to the neighbouring gentry, which must be the ronse- 
ijiiciue of our (liiiiiig tin rc, tluio not being a nun in the 
lountry, except hiiiiself, with whom 1 could endure to 
.issoeiale They are squires, merely sueh, ])urse-proiiil aiut 
qiortsmen lint Mr T is altogether a man of fashion, and 
rcsuectablc on every a< count 

I have told you a long story I'arcwcll Wc niimbci 
'lie days as they pass, and are glad that we shall see you • 
Hid your sister soon 

Yours, &c W C 


CCLXXIII 

HE HAS NO SPARE TIME -SPECULATIONS CON 
CEBNINO TEE WAT IN WHIOH THE ANTEDILU- 
VIANS EMPLOYED THEMSELVES-THEOLO- 
OICAL REVIEW. 

TQ IHI. REV JOHN NI.WfTON 
MY DEAR FRIES O, Nov 30, 1783 

1 HAVE neither long visits to pay nor to receive, nor ladies 
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to spend hours in telling me that which might be told in 
five minutes, yet often find myself obliged to be an ecu 
nomist of time, .ind to make the most of a short opportu- 
nity Let our station be an retired as it may, there js no 
want of playthings and avocations, nor much need to seek 
them, in this world of ours Business, or what presents it 
self to us under that irat>osing character, will find us out, 
even in the stillest retreat, and plead its importance, how 
ever tnvi.al in reality, as a just demand upon our attention 
It IS wonderful how by means of such real or seeming ne 
cessitics, my time is stolen away 1 have just time to ob- 
serve that time is short, and by the time I have made tlie 
ul)surv.ition, time is gone I have wondered in former days 
at the patience of the Antcdi{» yip.n wjyld ; that they could 
endure .i life almost millenaiy, with so little variety as seems 
to have fallen to their share It is prob.iblc that they had 
mu< h fewer einploymciils l^mn we Their affairs lay in a n ir 
rower compass , their libraries were indifferently furnished 
philosophical researches were famed on with much less ‘in 
dustry and acuteness of jicnctratioii, and liddles, peril ips, 
were not even invented How then could seven or eight 
hundred years of life lie suppoiiablc? I have asked this 
question formerly, and been at a loss to resolve it , but I 
think I I an .inswer it now I will suppose myself born .i 
thousand years before Noah was born or thought of 1 risi 
with the sun , I worship , 1 prepare iny breakfast , I swallow 
.a bucket of go.ats’ milk, and a ilo/en good si/iealilc caki. 

1 fasten a new string to my Ikiw, and my youngest boy, i 
lad of about thirty years ol .ige, having played with niv 
arrows till he has stnpt off all the rc.ithers, I find iiiyst If 
obliged to repair them The morning is thus spent in pri 
paring for the cliase, and it is becunie necessary that I shoul 1 
dine I dig up my roots , I wash them , 1 boll them , 1 fiiid 
them not done enough 1 boil them again , my ‘wite i- 
angry , we dispute , wc settle the point , but <n the mean 
time the fire goes out, and must be kindled again All 
this IS very amusing I hunt , I bring home the prey , witl< 
the skin of it 1 mend an old coat, or I make a new one. 
By this time the day is far spent , I feel myself fatigued 
and retire to rest Thus what with tilling the ground and 
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eating fhe fruit of it, hunting and walking, and running, 
and mending old clothes, and sleeping and rising again, 1 
can suppose an inhabitant of the primae^ world so much 
occupied, as to sigh over the shortness of life, and to find 
at the end of many centuries, that they had all shpt through 
his fingers, and were passed away like a shadow What 
soiider then that I, who live in a day of so much greater 
refinement, when there is so much more to be wanted, and 
wished, and to be enjoyed, should feel myself now and 
then pinched in point of opportunity, and at some loss for 
leisure to fill four sides of a sheet like this ? Thus, how- 
icr, It IS, and if the an< lent gentlemen to whom I have 
leferred, and their complaints of the disproportion of time 
to the occasions they had for it, will not serve me as an 
excuse, 1 must even plead guilty, and confess that I am 
often in haste, when I have no good reason for iieing so 
This by way of introduction , now for my letter Mr 
srott is desired by Mr I)e Coetlcgon to contribute to the 
riicological Review, of which, 1 suppose, that gentleman 
IS a manager He says he has insured your assistance, and 
at the same tinte desires mine, either in prose or verse. He 
(lid well to apply to you, because you can afFord him subs- 
Untial help , but as for me, liad he known me better, he 
ould never have suspected me for a theologian, either in 
riijme or otherwise. 

Lord Dartmouth’s Mr Wright spent near two hours with 
me this morning , a respectable old man, whom I alwajs 
sec with ])leasurc, both for his master’s sake and for his 
iiwn I was glad to learn from him that his lordship has 
I'ettcr health than he has enjoyed for some years Relieve 
iul, my dear friend, Your affect onate Ww COWPIiR 

CCLXXIV 

BAL00N8-00WFEB OT OPlNIOlf THAT IF THE7 
SHOULD BE BEITDEBED AS MAHAaEABLE AS 
EXPEOTEDw THEY WOULD PBOVE THE MEANS 
OF UBEAT EVIL -EAST INDIA BILL. 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON 
Mr DUB raiiND, Deo. 15, 1783 

1 KNOW not how it fares with you, at a timb when philo- 

35 
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Bophy has just brought forth her most extraordinary pro- 
duction, not excepting, perhaps, that prodigy, a ship, in all 
respects complete, and equal to the task of circumnavigat- 
ing the globe. My mind, however, is frequently getting 
into these lulloons, and is busy in multiplying speculations 
as airy as the regions through which they pass. The last 
account from I' ranre, which seems so well authenticated, 
has changed my jocularity upon this occasion into serious 
cspectaiion The invention of these new vehicles is yet in 
Us infancy, yet .ilready they seem to have attained a degree 
of perfection winch navigation did not reach, till ages of 
experience had matured it, and science liad exhausted b>)th 
her industry and her skill, m its improvement I am aware 
indeed, that the first boat or canoe that was ever formed, 
though rude in its construction —perhaps not constructed ai 
all, being only hollow tree that had f.illen casually m the 
water, .and which, though furnished with neither sails nor 
oars, might yet be guided by a pole —was a more perfect 
< rcalure m its kind than a balloon at jiresent , the single 
circumstance of its manageable nature giving it aclcu 
superiority both in respei t of safety and convenience Hut Ihi 
atmosphere, though a much thinner medium, wo well know, 
resists the impression made upon it by the tail of a bird, n-i 
eflcclually as the ivater that of a ship’s rudder Pope, when 
» inculcating one of his few useful lessons, and directing man 
kind to the providence of God as the true source of all then 
wisdom, says bcautifull) — 

J^arn of the little Naatilns to sail, 

.Sproiwi the thin u.tr, aii<l uttch the diiviog gale 

It IS c.asy to parody these lines, so .as to give them an a^ 
eommodation and suitableness to the present purpose 

beam of the uircle niakini! kite to tly, 

Spread the fan tail, and wheel about the sky 

It is certain, at least, that nothing within the reach of hu 
man ingenuity will be lull unattcinpted to .accomplish, and 
add all that is wanting to this last effort of philosophical con 
trivaiicc The approximating powers of the telescope, and 
the powers by which the thunder-storm is delivered of its 
contents peaceably and without mischief, were once, per 
haps, in appeatance more remote from discovery, and 
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seemed less pnacticablc, than we now suppose it, to 
)iive direction to that winch is already ))iio\ant , especially 
possessed as we arc of such consiin i ilc mechanical skill, 
already masters of principles whic h \. have nothin" to do 
hut to apply, of w'hich we have alreadv availed ourselves m 
the similar case of navigation, and ha\ III" in every fowl of 
llie air a pattern, whu h now at length it may be sufficient 
to imitate \V mgs and a tail, indeed, were of little use, 
wliile the body, so minh hcsavier than the space of air it 
■ II (upied, was sure to sink by its own weight, and could 
never he held in equipoise hj any implements of the kind 
which huinnn strength could manage Jlut now we float , 
at random, indeed, pretty much, and as the wind drives 
Us , for want of nothing, however, but that steerage which 
invention, the conqueror of in.any eqiiil, if not superior diffi- 
I ulties may be expected to supply - Should the point be 
< arried, and man at last become as rainihar with the air as 
he has long been with the ocean, will it in its consequences 
jirove a mercy, or a judgiiumt > 1 think, a judgment 
I irst, because if a power to i mvoy himself from pl.ace to 
place, Itkc a bird, would h.ive betn good torliim, his Maker 
would have formed him with SIM h a cap.ieity Hut he has 
been a groveller upon the earth for six thousand years, and 
now at last, when the close ol this present state of things 
a|i))Toachcs, begins to cxidt himself above it So miu h 
the worse for him Like a truant sc hoolboy, he breaks hi-f 
bounds, and will have reason to n [>enl of his presumption 
—Secondly, I think it will prove a judgment, because 
with the exercise of very little foresight, it is easy to prog 
noslic.ite a thousand evils which the project must nec essa- 
nl) linng after it , amounting at last to the coiiriision of ,nll 
orde'r the annihilation of ah authority, with dangers both 
to property and person, and impunity to the olTcmlcrs 
It ere I an absolute legislator, 1 w’ould therefore make it 
death for a man to be convicted of Hying, the moment he 
( t< lid be caught , .ind to bring him down from his altitudes 
by a bullet sent through his hc.al or his carnage, should be 
no murder Philosophers would call me a Vandal , the 
sc holar would say that, had it not been for me, the fable of 
Dxdalus would have been realized , and historians would 



412 


cowpeb's letters: 


load my memory with reproaches of phlegm, and stupidity, 
and oppression , hut in the mean time the world would go 
on quietly, and if it enjoyed less liberty, would at least he 
more secure 

1 know not what are your sentiments upon the subject'of 
the Kast India Bill This, too, has frequently afforded mi 
matter of speculation I can easily see that it is not 
without Its blemishes , but its beauties, in my eye, are murb 
predominant Whatever may be its author’s views, if he 
delivers so large a portion of mankind from such horribit 
tyranny as the East has suffered, he deserves a statue murl> 
more than Mongoliier, who, it seems, is to receive that 
honour Perhaps he may bring our own freedom mtu 
jeopardy , but to do this for the sake of emancqiating nations 
so much more numerous than ourselves^ is at least gencrou% 
and a design that should have my encouragement, if 1 had 
any encouragement, to afford it 
We are well, and love you Remember us> as I doubt 
not you do, with the same affection, and be content with 
my sentiments upon subjects such as these, till I can send 
you, if that day should ever come, a letter more worthy of 
your reception 

Nous sommes Ics vutres 

GUILLAUME ft MARIE 


CCLXXV 

THE OBEAT MEN OF THE WORLD OF A FIEOE WITH 
THE WORLD TO WHICH THEY BELONO -DISMIS- 
SAL OF THE MINISTERS -MR RAOON-MR. 
SCOTT’S EXHORTATION TO FREQUENT 
FBATER. 

TO THE REV JOHN NEWTON 
MY DEAR FRIFND, Dec 27, 1 783 

Thanks to the patriotic junto, whose efforts have starved 
off the excepted dissolution, franks have not ygt lost their 
curreney Ignorant as they were that my writing by this 
post depended upon the existence of the present parliament, 
they have conducted their deliberations with a sturdiness 
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and magnanimity that would almost tempt one to suppose 
that they had known it So true it is, that the actions of 
,nen are connected with conbcqucnccs they are little aware 
of , and that events, comparatively trivial in themselves, may 
^i\e birth to the must important. 

.My thoughts of ministers and men in power are nearly 
ikiii to yours It is well for the public, when the rulers of 
,1 state are actuated by pnnriples tint may happni to coin- 
( I Ic with Its interests The ambition uf an individual has 
,)lten been made suliservient to tlie general goud , and m.iny 
i man has sirscd his tountrv, merclv for the s.tlve of iiiv 
i.iort.dMing himself by doing it .So t.ir, it seems to me, 
‘he natural man is to be trusted, and no farther Self is .it 
!ht bottom of all Ins conduct If sell can be pleased, 
il utered, enriched, ex.altcd b> his exertums, and his t.ilents 
i". such as qualify him for gre it usslulness,his eoiinlry sh.iil 
II the bettor for him .\iid this, pcih.ips, is .ill the pitno 
i.s.i) \ce hasca right to look tor In tim mean time, liouiMr, 

1 1 iinnot but think sui h a man in sonu' degree a resiiec table 
■ ixtr.u ter, and am willing, at least, to do him honour, so far 
IS 1 led myself he iieliu d In him Ambilion and the lenti 
il fame are < erliimly no ( lirisiun priivinliN, but they .ir,f 
'•idi as ( ominoiilv belong to men of suin-rinr minds, and 
tlu fruits they produce miv ulliii |>h id their .i|iiilogy 'I he 
,reii men ol the worhl ,iri ol i pui e with the world to 
rt'iiu h they belong , thvy .iie i.ii-ed uj) to genirn it, and ui 
’lit getveriinieiit of it .are prompted by worldly motives - • 
'lit It prosjiers perhaps, iineli'r ihear management, and 
wiieii It doe-s, the Christian worlel, whie h is totally a distiiu i 
< ''eilioii, pirtaking of the .lelvanuige, lias e.iuse to be thiink- 
I il Ihe sun is a glorious ereailure , he elocs inui li good, 
iiut withriui intending it I, however, who am c'onseious of 
lie goexl he does, though I knenv not what religion he is of, 

'r whether he* has any oi none, rejoiee* m his effiTts, admire 
linn and am sensible th.it it is every man s duty to be 
diankful for him In this sentiment I know you agree with 
'lie for I believe he h.is not a warmer votary than yuurseli 
\ve siy, thu king t in do wrong , .mil it is wt II for poejr 
ticoige the Third that he cannot In my opinion, however, 
lie lias lately been within a hair’s-breadth of that prediea- 
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fnent His advisers, indeed, are guilty, and not he ■ but he' 
will probably find, however hard it may seem, that if he can 
do no wrong be may yet suffer the consequences of the 
wrong he cannot do He has dismissed his servants but 
not disgraced them , they triumph in their degradation, and 
no man is willing to supply their places Must their offici <> 
remain unoccupied, or must they lie courted to resunu 
them ? hfever was sue li a distracted state of things within 
my remembrance, and 1 much fear that this is but the 
beginning of sorrows It is not a time of day for a king ti 
take liijcrties with the people , there is a spirit m the (Jian 
mans that w'lll not endure it , and his Majesty’s adviser 
must be less acquainU-d With the temper of the times than 
It IS possible to suppose them, if the\ imagine that sui li 
strides of prerogative will not bo resented The address 
will gall him I am sorr)’ that he lias exposed himsell to 
such a fqTrehcnsion, hut I think it warranted by the oc' t 
Sion I pity him , hut king as lie is, and inurh as I havt. 
always honoured him, had I been a member I should bavi 
voted for it 

[ am obliged to Mr Iktron for thinking of me I lie 
expression, however, does not do justice to my feelings 
Rven with the little knowledge 1 have of him, I should 
love him, had I any reason to sUj>[)ose iny^clf .it 
any time an ubjet t of his attention , but knowing th it 
1 am so happy as to have a share in his remein 
hraiicc, 1 (eitainly love him the more Truly 1 am 
not m his debt I < annot say wherefore it is so^ but rer 
tamly few days pass in wliu li I do not remember him The 
print, indeed, with which he favoured me, and which is 
always in my view, must often suggest the recollection of 
him , but though I greatly value it, 1 do not belive it is iu> 
only prompter 

I finish with what I wish may make you laugh, as it did 
me Mr Scott, exhorting the people to frequent prayer, 
elosed hts address thus' — “You have nothing to do 
but to ask, and you will ever find Him ready to bestow 
Open your wide mouths, and he will fill them.” 

Mrs Unwin ts well Accept an old but a troe conclu 
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«ion— our united love to you and yours, and believe me, 
my dear friend, 

Your ever afiectionate Wm. C0\V1*ER 

CCLXXVI 

DOUESTIO OOOTrB&ENO&-THB DOOB-DOOTOB- 
EAST INDIA OOMPANT. 

1784 . 

TO lUK REV WILMAM USWIS 
nsAR wiLM VM, Jan 3, 1734 

\oiJK silence began to be distressing both to }our 
mother and me, and had 1 not received a letter from you 
last night, I should have written by tins post to eii(|iiirc af- 
iLr \ our health How can it bo, that you, who .ire not 
stationary like me, but often change your situation and 
iiiiv with a variety of com^Kiny, should suppose me fur- 
nished with such abundant matcn.ils, .tnd you > ourself des- 
titute ? I assure you faithfully, that I do not liiui *the soil 
of OIney prolillc in tlie growth of such articUs as makt» 
letter-writing a d(;sirable employment No plai e eontributes 
less to the catalogue of me idcnts, or is more si aiitily siip- 
plie-d with anecdotes worth notice. 

We have 

UiiD piiraon, one poet, one bolinan, one encr, 

And the poor poet m our only 'ai|uirc 
tiuess then if I have not more reason to c\pcct two letters 
irum you, than you one trom me The prinripal oi currciirc,' 
and that winch aifects me most at present, c ame to pass 
this moment The stair-toot door being swelletl by the 
thaw, would do any thing better than it would open An 
.ittempt to force it upon that office has been attended with 
such a humble dissolution of its parts, that wc were imme- 
diately oliligcd to introduce a cliiruigcon, commonly called 
I carpenter, whose applications we have some hope will 
cure It of a locked jaw, and heal its numerous fractures 
His medicines are powerful chalybeates, and a certain glu- 
tinous salve, which he tells me is made of the tails and 
cars of animals. I'he consequences however are rather un- 
f ivourable to my present employment, which does not well 
brook noise, bustle, and mtem^ition. 
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This being the case, I shall not perhaps be either so per- 
spicuous, or so diffuse, on the subject of which you desire 
my sentiments, as I should be , but I will do my best. 
Know then that I have learnt long since, of Abbd Raynal, 
to hate all monopolies, as injurious, howsoever managed, 
to the interests of commerce at large consequently the 
charter in question would not at any rate be a lavounte of 
mine. This however is of itself I confess no sufficient 
reason to justify ilie resumption of it Rut such reasons I 
think are nut wintuig A grant of thtSt kind, it is «cll 
known, is always forfeited by the non-performance of the 
I onditions And w hy not c'juallv lorft ited, if those cnndi 
tions arc exceeded, if tlie de->ign of it he pirverled, .and it-, 
operation extended to objut-, which were never m the con- 
templation of the donor ? This ajipeais to me to be no 
nnsrcpresciiution of their <asc, whose charter is supposed 
to be 111 danger It ( onstitule> Iht ni a trading tompany 
ind givub them an exclusive right to traffic in the Last 
Indio Rut It <locs no more It inviits them with no 
sovereignty , it does not tonvey to them the roval jireroga 
tive of in.ikiiig war and|)eacc, whu h the king cannot alienate 
if he would Rut this [ircrog.ativc thev h.tve exercised, ami, 
forgetting the terms of their institution, have possessed 
themselves of .III iininense te itory, whu h they have ruled 
with a rod of iron, to whu h it is imjiossible they should 
ever have a right, unless ■-iw h a one .is it is a disgr.tce to 
•jilc.ad, — the right ol (onqiiest 'I’hi potentates of this 
< oiintry they d.ish in jjiei cs like a potter s vessel, as often as 
they please, in.iking the liappiiiess of thirtv millions of man 
kind a consideration subordinate to th.it ol their own emu 
lument, oppressing them as often as it may serve a lucra- 
tive purpose, and in no iiistaiue, th.it I have ever heard. 
I oiisultiiig their interest or .advantage That government 
therefore is bound to intorlcn’, and to unking these tyrants, 
to me self-evident And if leaving subjugated so much of 
this miserable world, it is therefore necessary that we must 
keep possession of it, it apjiears to me a duty so binding 
upon the legislature to rescue it from the hands of those 
usurpers, that I should think a curse, and a bitter one, 
must follow the neglect of it. But suppose this were done, 
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rin they be legally deprived of their charter ? In truth I 
tiiinh so. If the abuse and perversion of a charter can 
amount to a defeasance of it, never were they so grossly 
l>al|)able as in this instance , never was charter so justly 
turfeitcd Neither am I at all afraid that siicli a measure 
should be drawn into a precedent, unless it could be allcgetl 
as a sufficient reason for not hanging a rogue, that perhaps 
iiui'istracy might grow wanton in the exercise of such .1 
jMiwcr, and now and then hang up an honest man for its 
.iinusement When the governors of the kink shall have 
deserved the same severity, I hoiic they will meet with it 
In the mean time I do not think them a whit more 111 jeo- 
{sirrly liecause a corporation of plunderers have lieen brought 
to justice 

We are well, and love you all I never wTotc in sue h a 
hurry, nor in ‘such disturbance Pardon the cITiits, and 
1 « lieve me yours alTectionatcly, W i'. 


CCI.XXVII. 

FEEUNGS AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF A NEW 
YEAK-TBEASUBE-TBOVE. 

10 Tllf. RtV JOHN MvWION 
wr DFAR VKiKsii, Jan I.t, 1784 

I TOO have taken leave of the old year, and parted with ' 
II just when you did, but with very difrerent sentiments 
and feelings upon the occasion 1 looked back ujion all 
the passages and occurrenres of it, as a traveller looks 
ini k upon a wilderness, through which he has jia-sscd witli 
weariness, and sorrow of heart, reaping no other fruit of 
his labour, that the poor consohiion that, drcaiy as the 
(li'si.rt was, be has left it all liebind him The traveller 
would find even this comfort Lonsiderably lessened, if, as 
soon as be had passed one wilderness, another of equal 
length, and equally desolate, should ex|icet him In thn 
ivirticular, his experience and mine would exactly tally. 

I should rejoice indeed that the old year is over and gone, 
>f I had not every reason to prophesy a new one similar to 
It 
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The new year is already old in my account 1 am not, 
indeed, sufliciently second-sighted to be able to boast by 
antici])ation an acquaintaiue nith the events of it jet 
unborn, but rest Lominttd that, be they what they may, 
not one of them conics a messenger of good to me If 
even death itself should be of the number, he is no fncnil 
of mine It is .in alleviation of the uoes even of an 
Unenlightened man, that he can wish fur death, and indiili;'- 
a hope, .at Ic.ist, that in death he shall find dcliveraiui 
Hut, loaded as iny life is with desfiair, I Imc no suili 
I omfort ns would result from a supposed probability of 
better things to come, were it once ended Kor, more 
unhappy than the traveller with whom I set out, pass 
through wh.it difticulties I may, through whatever dangers 
>111(1 afllu tioiis, I am not a whit the nearer home, unless a 
dungeon m.iy bo called so 'I’liis is no very agreeable 
thciiio , but m so gro.U .i dearth of subjects to write upon, 
and os|H,< i.illy imjiressed as I am at this moment with i 
sense of iny own condition, I c’ould choose no otlrer 
'1 he weather is an ex,a< t emblem of iiiy m'lnd in its [ireseiit 
scale A thu'k fog envelopes every thing, and at tlie same 
time It freeves inie'iisoly You will toll me that this cold 
gloom will bo surreeded by a chocrfiil spring, and endea 
vour to eiuournge mo to liojie for a spinlii.il change 
roseiiibling it , — but It will be lost labour N.ituro revives 
' again , but a soul one o slam lives no more 'I’he hedge 
that h.is be*eii aiipareiitly dead, is not so , it will burst into 
leaf and blossom at tlie .ip|iointed time , but no such tune 
IS appointed for the stake that stands m it It is as clc.id 
as It seems, and will prove itself no dissenililer 'Ihe 
latter end of next month will complete n /oierf (/ 
jvais iH whuh 1 hiive spoktn no othtr hn'^un^e It is a 
long time for a man, whose eyes were once opened, m 
siiend in darkness , long enough to in.ike desjiair an 
inveterate habit , and such it is iii me My friends, 1 
know, expect that I shall see yet again They think it 
necessary to the existence of divine truth,* that he wlm 
imce had possession of it should never finally lose it I 
admit the solidity of this reasoning in every case but im 
own And why not in my own? For causes which to 
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them it appears madness to allege, but which rest upon 
niy mind with a weight of immoveable conviction If I 
am recoverable, why am I thu!> > why crippled and nude 
uaelesb m the church, just at that time of life, when, my 
judgment and cxjieriencc being matured, I might be 
must useful? why cashiered and turned out of service, till, 
accordiiig to the course of nature, there is nut life enough 
Kit III me to make amends tor the years 1 have lost, — till 
there is no reasonable hoiie lett that the truit can ever {Xiy 
ilie expense ol the fallow ? 1 forestall the answer — 
tiud’s ways arc mysterious, and he giveth no account of 
Ills matters — an answer that would sen e my piirjiosc 
,is well as theirs that use it There is no mystery in my 
ucstruction, and in time it shall be explained 
1 am glad you have found so much hidden treasure , 
and Mrs Unwin desires me to tell you that you did ocr 
no more than justice, in believing that she would rejoice 
111 It It IS not easy to surmise the reason, why the 
reverend doctor, your predetessor, ronrealed it Ihiiiga 
subject of a tree* goveriiiuciit, and 1 siipposi lull of the 
iliMiiity most in iashiun, he could nut teat list Ills griMi 
nihes should expose him to persecution Nnri.iii I ^ ip 
pose that he held it any disgruc tor a dignitary ol the 
iluirch to be wcUthy, at a ume when i hiin hincii in 
general spare no pains to become so Hut the wisdom ol 
some men has a droll sort of knavishticss m it, much* 
like that of a magpie, who hides what he finds with a 
deal of contrivance, merely for the pleasure of doing it 
.Mrs Unwin is tolerably well bhe wishes me to add 
*liat she shall be obliged to Mrs Newton, li, when an 
opportunity offers, she will give the wuistcd-menhant i 
)og We congratulate you tliat Kli/a docs nut g'ow worse, 
wli'ih I know you expected would be the case m the 
course of the winter Present our love to her Kenicin- 
ber us to Sally Johnson, and assure yourself lh.it vvi rcinam 
.Is Aarmly as ever 


Yours, W C VNij M L 
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CCLXXVIll, 

EAST INDIA OOVPANT 

TO THE REV JOHN NEWTON 
NT DEAR ntiBHD, Jan 83, 1784 

This contention about East Indian patronage seems not 
unlikely to avenge upon us, by its consequences, the mis 
chiefs wc have done there The matter in dispute is too 
precious to be relinquished by either party , and each is 
jealous of the influence the other would derive from the 
possession of it In a country whose politics have so long 
rolled upon the wheels of corruption, an afEiir of such 
value must prove a weight in either scale absolutely des- 
tructive of the very idea of a tialancc Every man has his 
sentiments upon this subject, and I have mine Were I 
constituted umpire of this stnfe, with full powers to decide 
It, I would tic a talent of lead about the neck of this jia 
tronage, and plunge it into the depths of the sea To speak 
less figuratively, I would abandon all territorial interest ip 
a country to which we can have no right, and which ml 
cannot go\ern with anj security to the happiness of the 
inhabitants, or Mithout the danger of incurring cither per 
petual broils, or the most insupportable tyranny at home — 
that sort of tyranny, I mean, which flatters and tantalizes 
the subjcei with a Show ot freedom, and in reality alloMs 
him nothing more , bribing to the right and left, ricli 
enough to alTord the purcliase of a thousand consciences, 
and consequently strong enough, if it happen to meet with 
an incorruptible one, to render all the efforts of that man, 
or of twenty such men, if they could be found, romantii, 
and of no effect 1 am the king’s most loyal subject, and 
most obedient humble servant Eut by his majesty's leave, 
I must acknowledge I am not altogether convinced of the 
rectitude even of his own measures, or the simplicity of his 
views , and if I were satisfied tliat he himself is to be trus 
ted. It IS nevertheless paljxtble, that he cannot answer for 
his successors At the same time he is my kin^, and I re- 
verence him as such 1 account his prerogative sacred and 
shall ever wish prosperitj to a party that invades it, and 
that under the pretence of patriotism would annihilate all 
the consequence of a character essential to the very being 
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of the constitution For these reasons I am sorry that we 
have any dominion in the East, — that we have any such 
emoluments to contend about Their immense value will 
probably prolong the dispute, and such struggles having 
been already made in the conduct of it, as have shaken our 
very foundations, it seems not unreasonable to suppose 
that still greater efforts and more fat.il, are behind , and 
after all, the decision in favour of cither side may he 
ruinous to the whole In the mean time, that the Company 
themselves are but indifferently qualified for the kingship, 
IV most deplorably evident What shall f say therefore ? 

I distrust the cour^ I suspect the patriots, I ,)ut the Com 
]iany entirely aside, as having forfeited al> Llaini to ronfi 
dence in such a business, and see no rei idy of course, 
liiit in the annihilation, if that could be .aceoniplivlied, of 
the very existence of our authority in the 1‘^ist Indies 
Unwin has lost a cousin, and found a thoiisaiul pounds 
she died worth sixty thousand , but left mo t of her fortune 
to’poor J'elations, some of whom she has propahly ruined 
'ly her kindness * Accept our best love to yourself and 
household Mary Dell is dead and buried I'hc small- 
pox IS in Dog Lane no other news. 

Yours, my dear friend, most truly, W C 

CCT.XXIX 

SUGGESTING A TITLE AND MOTTO FOB A BOOK 
OF MB. NEWTON'S, AND DECLINING TO CON- 
TBIBUTE VEBSES TO THE M kNAOEB OF 
A OEBTAIN JOUBNAL. 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEW LON 
MV DEAR FRIEND, Feb 17S4 

I vM glad that you have finished a work, of winch I well 
ri member the beginning,and which I was si rry you thought 
It f xpedient to discontinue Your reason for not proceeding 
however such as I w.as obliged to acq mcscc in, bcin{, 
'U^gested by a jealousy you felt, “ lest your sjunt should bo 
lie frayed into aenmony, in writing upon such a subject ” 
I doubt not you have sufficiently guarded that point , and 
indeed, at the time 1 could not discover that you had failed 
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m It I have busied myself this morning in co ntnving a 
(ireck title, and in seeking a motto The motto jou men 
tion !>> certainly apposite But I think it an olijection, 
that It has been so much m use, almost every writer, that 
has claimed a hlicrty to think for himself upon \vhate\cr 
subjet t, having chosen it I therefore send you one, which 
1 nc\er saw in that shape yet, and which appears to me 
»‘qnall> apt and i)ro[ier The Greek word, diouos, whirh 
signiliis literally a shackle, may figuratively ser\e to express 
thosi. I hams which bigotry and prejudirc cast upon tlu 
mind It seems, therefnre, to si>cak like a law’yer, no mis 
noincr of jour book, to call it 

M t%iOih Ai\09 

The lollow’ing pleases me most of all the mottoes I ha\L 
thought of But with respect both to that and the titK 
jou will use your pleasure 

Qiurchi 

Uitvd]u»i\i amurijii, ettnilajunjiajnfliu 

Kn X 94 

V'rom the little 1 have seen, and the much I have he.ii’il 
of the manager of the Review you mention, I cannot fed 
even the smallest push of a desire to serve him in the rapa 
city nt poet Indeed 1 dislike him so much, that, had 1 a 
drawer lull of pieces fit for his purpose, I Inrdly think I 
should contribute to his collection It is possible too, th ii 
1 may live to be once more a publisher myself, in whuh 
( Jse, 1 should be glad to find myself m possession of anj 
such original pieces, .is might decently make their appear 
ance m a volume of my own At present however I han 
nothing that would lie of use to him , nor have I mam 
opportunities of composing, Sunday being the only day ii' 
the week which wc s[)cnd alone 

1 am at this moment pinched for time, but was desiroii- 
of pros mg to you, with w’hat alacrity my Greek and laitin 
ineniory arc always ready to obey you, and therefore by th. 
first post have to the best of my ability complied with your 
request 

Believe me, my dear friend, ' 

Affectionately yours, VV C 
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CCI.XXX 

COMPABISON BETWEEN HIMSELF AND HIS PICTISH 
ANCESTORS DREAM OF ADAM. 

10 THL RI'V JOHN NEW TON 
UKIK VHTFSli, Kcb 10, 17S4 

'I'm morning is my writing time, and in the mormii!' I 
have no spirits .So much the worse for my corres[)ondents 
''Iccp, that refreshes my liody, seems to cripple me in every 
I tiler respect As the evening apprtui lies, I grow more 
ilert, and when I am retiring to hed, am more lit 
inr mental occupation th.an at any oilier time So it 
liris with Us whom they i.ill nervous liy a strange 
iiiveision of the animal c(onoin>, we are ready to 
ilcep when we have most need to he awake, and 
g(i to hed just when we might sit up to some purposi 
I he w.itch is irregularly wound iiji, it goes in tlie nighi 
when It Is not wanted, and in the day st.mds blill In 
many respects wo have the .iilv int igc of our foref.ithi rs 
tfit. Puts We sJjCcp in a whole skin .ind arc not ohhged to 
suhinit to the p.iinful opcrition of iniiu turing ourselvi> 
Irom held to foot, in order that we iiiiy liedccmtly 
dressed, and fit to appear ahraul But on the other hanil, 
Wi, have reason enough to eiu) them their lone of nervi s 
1 d that tlow of spirits which cflectually sciured ihi .n 
friin all uncomfort.iblc impressions of a gloomy .itino', 
lihere, and from every shade of inthncholy from evuv 
other cause ’I’hey understoorl, I suppose, the us, i/i 
Milnerar) herbs, having frcipient occasion for some skill in 
'iirgery , but jibysicians, I presume they had none, having 
no need of an) Is it possible, that a i rcalnre liki 
■iivsilf lan be descended from such prngenitois, in whom 
[hire- appears not a single tr.vcc of faiinly rcscinbl.ni' e ^ 
iial an alteration have a few .igcs made? 'I hej, wiilnnii 
( lodimg, wouUl defy the severest season , and 1, with .ill 
t'lo accommodalio is that art has since invented, am Ii.inllv 
e> 'ire even m the mildest It the wind blows ujion mo 
>' lieii my poftjs are open, 1 c.aich lold A cough is the 
‘ oiisecjucnce I suppose if such a disorder could havi 
'-'/ed a I’lct, his friends wrou’d have concluiled that i 
hone had stuck in his throat, and that he was in some 
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danger of choking They would perhaps have addresser! 
themselves to the cure of his cough by thrusting their 
fingers into his gullet, which would only have exasperated 
the case Jlut they would never have thought of adminis 
tenng laudanum, my only remedy For this difference 
however that has cihtained between me and my ancestnr<i, 
I am inbebted to the luxurious practices, and enfeehlin!{ 
sclf-indiilgenec, of a long line of grandsires, who from 
generation to generation have been employed in detcriora 
ting the breed, till at last the collected effects of alt 
their follies have centred in my puny self,— a man indeed, 
but not in the image of those that went before me a 
man, who sighs and groans, who wears out life in dejection 
and oppression of spirits, and who never thinks of the abo- 
rigines of the country to which he belongs, without wishing 
that he had licen born among tlurn The evil is without i 
remedy, unless the ages tli.at are jiassed could be recalled, 
my whole pedigree be pennitted to live again, and being 
properly admoiiislicd to beware of enervating sloth and fc- 
finemcnt, would preserve their hardiness* of nature unim- 
paired, and transmit the desirable quality to their posteri- 
ty. I once saw Adam in a dream \Vc sometimes say of a 
picture, that we doubt not its likeness tn the onginal, 
though wc never saw him , a judgment we base some 
reason to form, when the face is strongly charactered, and 
“the features full of expression So I think of my \isionary 
Adam, and for a similar reason His figure was aw'kward 
indeed in the extreme It was evident that he had neier 
been taught by a Frenchman to hold Ins head erect, or to 
turn out bis toes , to dis[iosc gracefully of his arms, or tu 
simper without a iiicaning But if Mr Bacon was called upon 
to produce a statue of Herciiles,hc need not wish fur a jiister 
pattern He stood like a rock , the sire of limbs, the pro- 
minence of his muscles, and the height of his stature, all 
conspired to bespeak him a creature whose strength had 
suffered no diminution , and who^ being the first of his 
race, did not come into the world under a necessity of sus 
taming a load of infirmities, denved to him from tlie intern 
perance of others He was as much stouter than a PicL 
as I suppose a Pict to have been than I Upon my hypo- 
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ihcsis, therefore, there has been a {tradual declension, in 
point of bodily vigour, from Adam down to me at least 
It my dream were a just representation of tint gentleman, 
and dcacrve the credit I cannot help giving it, such must 
liave been the case Yours my dear friend, \\ I' 


CCLXM 

HARD WINTER -PROGRESS OF THE TASK 

TO iHK Biv wiiiavu iilji 
Ml OF in FKIFM), Tob 22, 17b4 

I rovi.RiTOi ATI' you on the thaw , I siip]iose it is an uin 
' cr^il blessing, anti probably felt all o\ct l'Airn)>t I nijsell am 
ilic licttcr for It, who wanted nothing tint might iiiike tin 
trust supportable , what re ison therclon hnn thej to n- 
Hiii e, who, being in want of .ill tilings, wcree\i>i)scil tt) ns ui 
most rigour ' 'I'hc k e in ni) ink, howiiir, is nm jet de <01110 
h w.is long Ijcforc the frost sti/td it, bill at list it prcv.iilnl 
Ihe Isola has eodsKjueiUlv rctciicd hille or iii) .idiiilioii 
suite It consiii-, at pristnttit lour books and a pin ol i 
lilili , when tlic sivili is linishtil, the woik is at eomphshci', 
lii’t if 1 in.i) judge by ntv present iinbibtj, tint period is 
It a I onsitkrabic tlisliiitc 

I o.ie jou tliauks for jour kind rt meinbr itu 0 of tut m 
lour letter sent nn on oitasion of yoiii dcjiarlure, and 
many for dial whit li 1 let cued last night [should hii 
iiiswired, had I known where i lino or two from me iingh 
tnid 1011 , but unrcrtaiil whether jtiu were at home or .>(< 
"ltd, iii> ihligtilte, I toiifess, w.inUtl the iicie'S.try ^jii.r 
It m ike's a capital figure .unong the tomloris in enj jJi d 
during tin long sticrily of the seison, that llie ‘■ame - 
nun to all esript ourselves, in wle us his aliiioiieis this jt ir 
<<kowisc, as lie did the last, and to ihi s mie .imoimt Soii'i 
"e have been enabled, I suppose, to save from perishiiie, 
« i-l certainiv many from the most ])inrliing iiei-essiij 

\rj jou n«t afraid, Tory, as you are*, to avow jour iirin 
< plea tome, who am a Uhig? Know lliat lam m thi 
"l>position that though, 1 pity the King, I do not wish him 
aueccss m the present contest. Lut this is too long a battle 
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to fight upon paper Make haste, that we may decide it 
face to face 

Our respects what ujxin Mrs Bull, and our love upon 
the young Hcbnean I uish you joy of his proficiency, and 
am glad that you can say, «ith th)* old man in Terence, — 

oinnu omnia 

llnna ilicerc, ct laiidare fortiiniM iiieast 
Qui {joatunt babereiii tali lugenio priciittum 

Yours, W, Cr 


CCLXXXIL 

COWPER'S POLITIOS TAKEN FROM THE NEWS- 
PAPERS -DEFENOE OF THE COALITION -UNFA 
VOURABLE OPINION OF MR. PITT -PROPOSES TO 
TRANSLATE A WORE OF OARACOIOLl FOB THE 
THEOLOOIOAL MISCELLANY 

lO III! KIv JdllV NI'WIOK 
MY OlAll ri IlMi, l<VI/IUurv ITSt . 

I «.ivi you j()\ ol .1 thav,, (li it h.^s put .tn i ml to ,i trost 
of nine wcevs < outuii..in( i with \cr> littli iiitciriipiion , the 
longest tlwt has happLiial suite tin. jl.u 1751; May I 
jirtsuinc tli.it Mill li 1 1 joursoli imlilitid to ini lorintilli 
eente, whii h ]k ili ijis mi otlitr of your torrtspoiuli nts \mII 
\oHLhs.ife to toininiiiutatt, thoiieli ility .iit .is well .ippri/- 
■ ed of It, and .Is mill h I'oiiMiii i.d ol tin tniili of it, as ni\ 
self? It IS, [ siii'po'i, esiry wliire li It i- 1 hlissine, hut 
no w litre iiiort s<n'.ilil\ thin .it Dliuv .li nigh tvtn .it 
Oliiey the sessrity ol it hisinen allt’iii.d in Iiehalf ol 
many I he s.niie Iioiu l.i» tor, «liu In liitmled them l.ist 
year, has with t(|iiil lilu r.ility .ulinniisUrLii a sapply to 
their iicresaitits 111 the jiit • et 1 iki. tin siilitti r.iruous Iliu 
that n.arms iny myrllts lit dots good. ..ml is unsci 11, ills 
injunctions oi sei rti v .are still .is iigon.iis .as l\i r, and miet 
therefore he olist . ltd with tht same atttntuni fit, honevir 
IS a happy m.in, whost jihiKinthroin 's n<jt like mine, an 
impotent printijilt, siienihiig itsi If in Iriiitltss^ m ishes Vt 
the same tunc, I conitss u .1 cuiisol.ition, .ind I feel it an 
honour, to he employed as the conductor, and to hetrusttil 
as the dispenser ot another in.iii'b bounty home have been 
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Slaved from perishing, and all, that could partake of it, from 
thu inobt pitiable distress. 

I will not apologize for ray politics, or suspect them of 
error, merely because they are taken up from the newspa()ers. 

I take It for granted, fhat those reporters of the wisdom of 
our representatives are tolerably correct and faithful Were 
they not, and were they guilty of frequent and gross misrc- 
prescnt.'ition, assuredly they would be chastised by the rod 
Ilf parliamentary criticism Could I be (.iresent at the 
(lelutes, 1 should indeed have a better opimoii of my docu- 
ments Hut if the House of Commons be the best school 
of liritish politics, which I think an undeniable .isscrtion, 
then he that reads what passes there has o|>i>.)rtui>itics of 
infumiation, inferior only to theirs who he.ir for tiu mselves, 
and can be present upon the spot. 'I'liiis (pialified, I take 
< our.igc , and when a certain reverend n igjiboiir of ours 
curls his nose at lue, and holds my opinions c bv.ip, merely 
hi'cause he has passed through l.oiulon, m his way to 
Wiltshire, I am not altogether eonvimcd tb.il be has reason 
on his side I dA not know that the air of die metropolis 
h.is a power to brighten the intcllet ts,or Ih.'it lo sleep .i night 
in the greal city Is a necessary cause ol wisdom He tells 
irn that Mr Fox is a rascal, and th.at Lord North is a vil- 
l.nn, tli.at every < re.aturc execrates tlicin l.olli, and that I 
oiielit to do so too Hut I lx.g to be c\r lived Villain 
and rascal are appellations winch we, who c'o not converse* 
uitli great mv II, are rather sixinng in the use of. Neither 
' in I persuade myself that liecausc one of them has fnaiucnt- 
id the gaming table, and the other, after leaving been at 
the head of the court party, has associaicd with him, they 
<irc therefore traitors to their country, and fit only to be 
hanged 1 can conceive them liolh to tie most entirely 
|)orsuaded of the rectitude of their coniliict , and the 
rather, because I feel Vnyself much me lined to believe 
that, being so, they arc nut mistaken I cannot think 
th It secret influence is a bugliear, .i phantom conjured up 
to serve a purpose , the mere '.kihboletk of a party, Stuar- 
'isni. 111 iny mind, has Ijccn the ch.tracteristtc of the 
present reign , and being, and having always been some- 
what of an enthusiast on the subject of British libcaty, 
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I am not al)le to withhold my reverence and good wishes 
from the man, \vhoe\er he be, that exerts himself in a cons- 
titutional way to oppose it * 'llic son of Lord Chatham 
seems to me to have abandoned his father’s principles I 
admire neither his measures nor his temper , but very 
much admire the forbearance and lenity with which 
he IS treated, and that consideration of his youth which 
men of equal aliility, to say the least and certainly 
of much griatcr experience, vouchsafe to show him 
Ills ubstin.iic roniinunncc in office, with no hettey reason 
lor It than an imaginary point of honour, is without ex- 
unplc It Is UAe i yoiini' man either intoxicated with 
power or nn|i1i( It), and at all hazards, cxcciuiiiy the dic- 
Mtis ol men moie subtle and able than hmisilf 1 fear 
miK b that lie ii the tool ol mischieious purposes, and that 
bis iiiiu'l.ixiir' stiadiiiLss, too murli resembliMg that of i 

• ert nn pi.rson.)>>c, will bting down a storm upon hiiiiself 
111(1 upon tin II, 1(1011 

( irntioi upon the subject of s(*lf-ici|inmtincc was 
mill, 1 InluM transhlid 1 haii sonuiimes thought 
tlm the 'Llieologic.d Miscetlaiu might lie ghd of ael.iptir 
ol It muntlil) It Is .1 work will) h 1 much admire ^uu, 
who ale ln,isl( r ot their pl.in can till inc whither such a 

* ontiilnilion would be well oinc 11 yon think it would, I 
Would he piiiKliiil III my n niituiiii's and i labour ol that 
sort would sun mi hitter m im present slate ol mind than 
oiigni,il (omposiiion on rih^ions sulij, ds 

kcmimbi r ns as those* in u lo\i yon and ire ni,vcr un 
■nindlnl ol yon 

^ our,,, in\ di ir Iru nd, tV ( 


Cf'l \\\II1 

LORD PETER- HIS EMBARRASSMENT IN WRIT- 
ING TO A STRANOER-POLITIOAL FEARS 

ro nil* R1<X WUUWllNWIN 
ws iiKAk MiiFsii, FjI> 29, 1784 

W 1 are glad that you has c such a laird I’etre m your 
111 ighliqiirhood He must be a man of a liberal turn, to 
employ a heretic tn bueh a service*. I nibh you a further 



TO THE REV WILLIJlH UNWIH. 


42') 


Iscquaintaiice with him, not doubting that the mote he know-> 
you he will find you the more agreeable. You despair of 
becoming a prebendary for want of certain rhythmical ta 
,lk'ib, which you suppose me possessed of But wliat think 
you of a cardmal’s hat ? Perhaps his lordship may have in- 
jrest at Rome, adQ that greater honour may await you 
^Seriously, howe^, I respect his character, and should not 
■ sorry if there were many such Papists m the land 
Mr Smith has given free scope to his generosity, and con 
^tributed as largely to the relief of Olney, as he did List yeai 
ion after I had given you notice of h>s first remittance, we 
tcoived a second to the same amount accompanied indeed 
'itli an intimation that wc were to consider it as an antici- 
Lted supply, which, but for the uncommon seventy of the 
^sent winter, he should have reserved for the next I'lie 
jifi^rence is, that next winter we are to expect nothing Hut 
man and his beneficent turn of mind considered, tliere 
sonu reason to suppose tliat, logiuil as the inferenci. 
fcsiiis, It may yet bo disappointed 

\dvcrtmg to your letter ogam, I ynsrceise that you wish 

f t my opinion of your answer to his lordship Had I for 
It to tell you that I approve of it, 1 know you well cnoiigii 
' he aware of the misinterpretation you would have pul 
||jan my silence I am glad therefore that I hapi>ened to 
St my eye upon your appeal to my o[)inion, before it was too 
te A modest man, however able, has always some reasoir 
I distrust himself upon extraordinary occasions Nothing 
■ so apt to betray us into absurdity, as too great a dread 

C l It , and the application of mure strength than enough is 
jiiietimes as fatal as too little ; but you have escaped very 
ell, considering that you were audressing yourself to a lord, 
that a lord is a creature you do not every day converse witli 
1*111 my own part, when I write to a stranger, I feel myselt 
l<'iirived of lialf my intellects I suspect that I shall write 
ii'iiisense, and I do so I tremble at the thought of an in 
•-'iir.«cy, and. become absolutely ungrammatical I feel 
pivielf sweat 1 have recourse to the knife and the jxiuik p 
rurrect half a doisen blunders, which in a common case J 
I' Juld not have committed, and have no sooner disiiatched 
mhat I have written, than I recollect how piuch better L 
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('(juM Iiavc made it , how easily and genteelly I could ha\u 
relaxed the stiffness of the phrase, and have eured the m 
siiiferahle ankiiardness of the whole, had the) struck me a 
little earlier 'I'hus we stand in awe of we know not what 
and miscarry through mere desire to exce^ 

1 read Johnson’s Prefaces every night, pxcept when thi. 
newspaper calls me off At a time like the present, what auth<^' 
ran stand in competition with a newsimper? or who, thn- 
has a s[iark of patriotism, docs not point all his attei. 
(ion to the present crisis ? The consequences that 1 expni 
w'lll follow our commotions are too terrible to be mentioned 
They will proclaim Ihemselves soon, if I have any skill m 
political s()cculation 

The sturgeon was excellent VV t 

I am so disgusted with , for allowing himself to U 

silent, when so loudly called upon to write to >ou, that I cli 
not choose to express my feelings VVoe to the man whom 
kindness cannot soften ' 


CCLXXXIV 

ON THE LIVES OF POETS, COMUISSION FOB HATS. 

TO THK RLV. WILLI \M UNWIN 
«v DVAR WILLIAM, March 21, 17S4 

[ THANK you for the entertainment you ha\e afforded ini. 
I often wish for a library, often regret iny folly in selling 
good collection , but I have one in Essex It is rather n 
mote, indeed, too distant for occasional reference , hut 
serves the puqiose of amusement, and a waggon being 
very suitable vehicle for an author, I find myself common 
ously supplied I.ast night I made an end of reading JoH' 
son’s Prefaces, but the number of poets w'hom he m 
vouchsafed to chronicle being fifty-six, there must be man' 
with whose history I am not yet acquainted These, 
some of these, if it suits you to give them a part of you 
cliaise, when you come, will be heartily welcome I 3ii 
very much the biographer’s humble admirer His uncor 
mon snare of bOod sense, and his forcible expression, secur 
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to liim that tribute from all his readers He h.is a penetrat- 
ing insight into character, and a happy talent of correcting 
the popular opinion, upon all occasions where it is errom 
'lus , and this he does with the boldness of a man who wilt 
think for himself, hut, at the same time, with a justness oL 
aentiment that convinces us he docs not differ from others 
through affectation, but because he lus a sounder judgment 
This remark, however, has his narrative for its object, rather 
th.in his critical performance In the latter, I do not think 
him always just, nhen he departs from the general opimoi . 
He finds no beauties m Milton’s Lycidas He pours con- 
ti nipt ujmn Prior, to such a degree, that were he really as* 
undeserving of notice as he represents him, he ought no lon- 
.;er to he numliered among the poets These, indeed, aru 
tiie two capital instances in which he has offendetl mi . 
There arc others less important, which I have not room to 
enumerate, and in which I am less confident that he is wrong. 
Wliat suggested to him the thought that the Alma was writ 
ten in imitation of Hudibras, I c.annot conceive In for- 
mer years, they were both favourites of mine, and T ofu n 
read them , but nbver saw m them the least resemblance tn 
I ash other , nor do I now, except that they are composisl 
m verse of the s.amc measure After all, it is a melancholv' 
'iliservation, which it is impussible not to make, after having 
run through this senes of poetical lives, that where then. wi re 
such shining talents, there should be so little virtue The si* 
Iiiminarics of our country seem to have Iicen kindled into .r* 
brighter hla/c than others, only that their spots might Im 
ni'ire noticed I So much can nature do for our inteilectii.il 
I'lrt, and so little for our moral AVhat vanity, what jn-ti.- 
1 ince in Pope ' How painfully sensible of censure, and vi ' 
how restless in provue.ition ' To what mean artifici s could 
Vddison stoop, in hojies of injunng the reputation ot his' 
friend ' Savage, how sordidly vncious, and the more condemp 
I d for the jiains that are taken to palliate his vices f )fTi n 
sivc as they appear through a veil, how would they disgust 
n it). out one What a sycophant to the public taste wav 
D'jile'i , simung against his feelings, lewd m his writing*-, 
t!i lugh chaste in his conversation I know not but onul 
might search these eight volumes with a candle, as the I 
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prophet says, to find a man, and not find one, unless, 
perhaps, Arbuthnot were he 

1 shall begin Beattie this evening, and pro^iose to mjsuli 
much satisfaction m reading him In him, at least, I shall 
find a man whose faculties have now and then a ghmpst 
from Heaven upon them , — a man, not indeed in possession 
of much evangelical light, but faithful to what ht has, and 
never neglecting an opportunity to use it Hqw' much more 
respectable such a character, than that of thousands nh<i 
would call him blind, and yet have not the grace to practist 
half his virtues • He, too, is a poet, and wrote the Minstrel 
'1 he specimens which I have seen of it pleased me mudi 
If you have the whole, 1 should he glad to read it 1 max, 
]icrhaps, since you allow me the liberty, indulge myself heri 
and there with a marginal annotation, but shall not use lliat 
allowance wantonly, so as to deface the volumes 

Vour mother wishes )Ou to buy for her ten yards and a 
half of yard-wide Irish, from two shillings to two shilling', 
and SIX pence per yard } and my head will be equally obliged 
to you for a hat, of which I enclose a stnijg that gives >6ii 
the circumference The depth of the crown must be fmii 
inches and one-eighth Let it not be a round slouch, whicli 
1 abhor, but a smart weIl<ockcd fashionable affair \ 
fashionable hat likewise for your mother , a black one il 
they are worn, ot'ient^se chip Yours, my dear William 

A\ ( 


(X'LXXXV. K 

A OAIfDIDATE MS. SCOTT’S 
'' ' ' ' PBEACHINO. 

TO THL REV JOHN NEWTON 
Mr DEAR FRIEMO, MHrch 29, 1794 

- It being his majesty’s pleasure that 1 should yet han 
another opportunity to write before he dissolves the p.irlia 
ment, 1 avail myself of it with all possible alacjity I thank, 
you fVir your last, whichjvfw not the less welcome for com 
ing, like an extraordinaiy.ga^tte, at a time when it was not 
expected. 



TO TBE BEV. l^ILLUM VEWIB. 


As when the iMa is unconimunly agitated, the Vr'ater nncis 
Its »ay into creeks and holds of rocks, ishich in its calm, r 
state It never reaches, in like manner the cflect of these tiir 
liulent times as felt even at Urchard side, where in generah' 
»e live as undisturbed b) the political element, as shririi[>s'‘ 
or cockles that have heeii accidentally deposited in sonu 
hollow beyond the water mark. b> the usual dashing of tbi 
waves Ue were sitting yestirday after dinner, the t»i>v 
ladies and myself, very cuinposedly, and without the ka^t 
apjirehension of any such intrusion in our snug parlour, o-it_ 
lady knitting, the other netting, and the gentleman wmdiiic, 
w orstJd, w hen to uur unspeakable surprise a mob appeared 
liefom the window , a smart rap was heard at the door, tlu 
boys halloo’d, and the maid announced Mr Cirenv illc Pu'^s 
was Ihifortunatcly let out of her box, so that the candidate, 
w ith an his good friends at his heels, was refused admit 
tance at tlie grand entry, and referred to the liitek door, .is 
the oa^ possible way of appro.aeh 

Candidates are iTy atiires noLVU>- Misfiep.ihle ot .ifTrimij'. 


In .1 minuie, the yard, the kitchen, .iiw* 
tile p.nrIour, were* I'lllc'd Mr (IrenviIIe, advaniing tow.i’-d 
me, shook me by the hand with a degree of cordialit> ih e 
was extremely seduei'i" .\s soon as he and as many mori 
Is could lind I hairs were seatiil, he tiegan to opi n ihi inti > . 
ff his visit I told liini f had no vote, for which he n. idi'y 
g.ive me credit I assured him I had no innneree, winch 'u 
was nut ei|U.illy inclined to lielieve, and the ’ess, no floii'*, 
liecause Nlr Ashburner, the draper, .iddressiiig hiiiisi |i tu 
me at this moment, intormed me that I hael a gn il d^.d. 
Supposing that 1 could not lie jxjssessed ol such a tre..isiiri 
without knowing it, I venturexl to confirm my first issi rtio i, 
ny saying, that if I had any 1 was utterly at a loss to inuigine 
where ii could lie, or wheiisn it consisted Thus eiiflt d t'u 
Liinierenee Mr (IrenviUe vjuec/ed me by the hanil •ig.ii'i, 
kissed the Indies, and withdiew Hc kissed likewise tee 
niaiel in the kitchen, and seemed upon the whole a iiie^t 
' 'vmg, kissing, kindhearted gentleman He is very young, 
genteel, and handsome He lias a [lair of very good eye in 
his head, which not being sutiieient as il should seem for the 
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'many nice and difficult purposes of a senator, he has a thud 
also, which he wore suspended by a nbband from his W- 
tonhole. The boys halloo’d, the dogs barked. Fuss scam- 
pered, the hero, with his long tain of obsequious followerb, 
withd^. We made ourselves very merry with the adven- 
ture, and in a short time settled into our former tranquillit>, 
never probably to be thus interrupted more. I thought 
myself, however, happy in being able to affirm truly that 1 
had not that influence for which he sued; and which, 
had 1 been possessed of it, with nw present views of the dis- 
pute between the Crown and the Commons, I must have re- 
fused him, for he is on the side of the former. It is com 
(fortable to be of no cons^uence in a world where one can- 
not exercise any without disobliging somebody. The .town, 
however, seems to be much at his service, and if 'he lx. 
equally successful throughout the county, he will un 
doubt^ly gam his election Mr Ashbumer perhaps was a 
little mortiiicd, because it was evident that I owfid thi, 
honour of this Visit to his misrepresentation of my "import 
nnee But had he thought proper to assure Mr. Grenville 
that I had three heads, 1 should not I suppose have been 
Ixmnd to produce them ... f .•**■«. 5 4-' >. 

Mr Scott, who you say iras so much admired in your pul- 
pit, would be equally admired m his own, at least by all 
capable judges, were he not so apt to be angry with his con- 
gregation This hurts him, and had he the understanding 
and eloquence of Paul himself, would still hurt him He 
seldom, hardly, ever indeed, preaches a gentle, well-temjierei^ 
sermon, but 1 hear it highly commended * but warmth of 
temper, indulged to a degree that may be called scolding, 
defeats the end of preaching. It is a misapplication of his 
jiowers, which it also cnples, and teases away his hearers 
But he IS a good man, and may perhaps outgrow it ^ ' 

Many thanks for the worsted, which is excellent Wc are 
as well as a spnng hardly less severe than the severest win- 
ter, will give us leave to be. With our united love, we con- 
clude ourselves yours and Mrs. Newton’s affectionate and 
faithful • W C 

M U. 
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not that Adam on the very day of his creation was able to 
express himself in terms both forcible and elegant, and that 
he was at no loss for sublime diction, and logical combina- 
tion, when he wanted to praise his Maker 

Youfs, my dear friend, W C 

CCLXXXVI 

BLAIR SHOWN TO :HAVE OENSUBED AS A FAULT 
IN VIBOIL WHAT IN REALITY IS A BEAUTY. 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN 
M\ DKAR WILLIAM, April 25, 17N4 

I WISH I had both burning words, and bright thoughts, but 
have at present neither My head is not itself Having had an 
unpleasant night, and a melancholy day, and having already 
n ntten a long letter, I do not find myself in point of spirits at 
all qualified either to burn or shine The post sets out early 
on Tuesday The morning is the only tune of exercise with 
the In order therefore to keep it open for that jiurpose, 
and to comply Tvith your desire of an immediate ansiier, 1 
give to you as much as I can spare of the present evening 
I have also been ill with a rheumatism iii iny back, which 
though in a great mCtTsurc removed, has left an aching 
sensation behind it, which my present occupation makes 
me feel more sensibly Do not imagine that I have a de 
sign to enhance the merit of my punctuality by an cnumcra * 
lion of the difficulties under which I observe it I mean 
no more than an apology for sending you a sheet, whii h, 
when It arrives, you will not find it worthy of your perusal 
Since I despatched my last, Blair has crept a little fur 
thcr into my favour As his subjects improve, he improvt s 
with them , but upon the whole I account him a dry writer, 
useful no doubt as an instructor, but as little entertaining 
as with so much knowledge it is possible to be His Ian 
guage IS, (except Swift’s,) the least figurative I remember 
to have seen, and the few figures found in it arc not always 
happily employed 1 take him to be a critic very little 
animated by what he reads, who rather reasons about the 
beauties of an author, than really tastes them , and who 
finds that a passage is praise-worthy, nut because it charms 
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him, but because it is accommodated to the laws of cn 
ticism in that case made aujl provided I have a little 
complied with your desire of maiginal annotations, and 
should have dealt in them more largely, had I read the 
books to myself, but being reader to the ladies, I have not 
always time to settle my own opinion of a doubtful expres- 
sion, much less to suggest an emendation I have not 
censured a particular observation in the book, though when 
I met with It, It displeased me I this moment recollect 
It, and may as well therefore note it here He is com 
mending, and deservedly, that most noble description of a 
thunder-storm in the first Geoigic, which ends with 
Ingtmmanl avtlrt, et dennuiirnttH mber 
Being in haste, I do not refer to the volume for his vciy 
words, but my memory will serve me with the matter 
When poets describe, he says, they should always selcc t 
such circumstances of the subject as are least obvious, and 
consequently most striking lie therefore admires the 
effect of the thunder-bolt splitting mountj^ins, and filling a 
nation with astonishment, but quarrels with the closing 
member of the period, as containing particulars of a storm 
not worthy of Virgil’s notice, because obvious to the notice 
of all But here I differ from him , not being able to con- 
ceive that wind and rain can be improper in the descrip- 
tion of a tempest, or how wind and rain could possibly be 
'more [loctically described Virgil is indeed remarkable for 
linishing his periods well, and never comes to a stop but 
with the most consummate dignity of numbers and ex- 
pression ; and in the instance in question I think his skill 
in this respect is remarkably displayed The line is per- 
fectly majestic in its march As to the wind, it is such a*- 
only the word inffemtfiaM/ could describe , and the worus 
denstssmus %mber give one an idea of a shower indeed, hut 
of such a shower ns is not very common, and such a one as 
only Virgil could have done justice to by a single epithet 
Far therefore from agreeing with the Doctor in his stricture, 
I do not think the Aiineid contains a nobler lind, or a des- 
cription more magnificently finished 
We are glad that Dr Conyers has singled you out upon 
this occasion. Your performance we doubt not will justify 
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his choice fear not, — you have a heart that can feel upon 
Lharitable occasions, and that therefore will not fail you 
upon this The burning words come always fast enough, 
nhen the sensibility is such as yours 
Thanks for the fish, with its companion a lobster, which 
\ic mean to eat to-morrow We want four Chinese tooth- 
brushes, they cost a shilling each, the harder the better 
'I'hanks also for the hat, which is greatly admired, and for 
the Minstrel, which I dare say I shall admire no less 
IScattie IS become my favourite author of all the moderns , 
he IS so amuble, 1 long to know him 

Yours, my dear friend, W C 

CCLXXXVII , 

TROUBLED WITH BHEUMATISM-^BEMARES OH 
BEATTIE AND BLAIR -ELECTIONEEBINa RIOTS 

to ailK KbV JOHN NLWION 
Ml DKiH iHissit, April 2C, 1784 

1 are truly sorrj^that you have been indisposed It is well 
However to have passed through such a season and ,to hast 
fared no worse A cold and a sorc-tliroat arc troiihlesomc 
things, but .11 gcncml an ague is more troublcsoiTiC , and in 
ti .s part of the world few have escai>ed one 1 have lately 
lieLii an invalid myself, and have just recovered from a 
rheumatic pain in my back, the most excruciating of tht • 
'ort I ever felt 'I'here was talk of bleeding and blistering, 
i"it I escaped with only an embrocation and a box of 
pills Mr Crindon attended me, who, though he fidgets 
ibiiut the world as usual, is, I think, a dying man, having 
li i‘l some time since a stroke of apoplexy, and lately .i 
piralytic one His loss will be felt in this country 
I iioiigh I do not think him absolutely an ylssculapius, I 
•'(.heve him to be as skilful as most of his fraternity m tht 
neighbourhood, besides which, he has the merit of being 
• '’'emcly cautious, a very necessary quality in a practi 
"uner upon the constitutions oi others 
\\ e are glad that your book runs. It will not indeed 
s itisfy those whom nothing could satisfy but your access 
bion to their party , but the hberal will say you do well, 
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and it IS in the opinion of such men only that you i^i 
IllI yourself interested 

I have lately been employed in reading Beattie ami 
Blair’s lectures The latter 1 have not yet finished, I find 
the former the most agreeable of the two, indeed the most 
entertaining writer uiion dry subjects that I ever met uitli 
His imagination is highly poetical, his language easy ami 
elegant, and his manner so familiar that we seem to b. 

< onversmg with an old friend, upon terms of the most 
sneialile inten uurse, tthile we read him Blair is on thi 
tdiitrary rather stiiT, not that his style is [ledantic, but In- 
nr IS formal Hu is i sensible man, and understands his 
subjects, but too conscious that he is addressing the pulilu 
.111(1 too solicitous about his success, to indulge himsclt 
lor a moment in that jilay of fancy which makes the other 
so .igrceable In Blair w( find a scholar, m Beattie boin 
.1 scholar and an amiable man indeed so amiable, that I 
I a\ e wished for his acquaintance ever since I read h i 
I'ook Having ne\cr 111 my hie iierused a [xigc of Aristw 
lie, 1 am glad to h.ivc h.id an opportumt>»uf learning imn, 
Ilian (1 suppose) he would have taught me, Irom tiu 
writings of two modern critics I felt myself loo a littK 
disposed to cuni])lnnent my own aeumeii upon the on i 
Nioi« I’or though the art ol wnting and eomposina w i- 
■ uvir niiuh my study, Idid not find that the) had aii\ 

«i.r»at news to tell me Thev have assisted me in jiutliii.. 
my own observations into some method, but have im' 
'jgeested maiiv, ot whu h I w is not by some means i.i 

< iher ji'ev lously apprized In fai t, critics did not origin u v 
icL'ct authors, but authors made (riias ( omiiiuii seP'i 
(' etated to writers the necessity of niethod, eomiesion, ic 
iiiouehts congruous to the nature of their subject _ci. 

I uuiiptcd them with emlH'liivhmcits, iiid tlicn cam,, 
t Titles Observin., the good cITeris ol an attention to iiu 
Items, they enacted liws for the observance of them in tim 
.<• come and hiving drawn their rules mr good wm i.. 
noin what w.as aetuillv well written, briasied tlnMiiselvi« i. 
iiiviiitors of an art whiih Vet the authors ot the d,i\ .i !■ 
•ilready exemplified They are* however u'-eliil .i’ Ihi ir wa 
giviiig u^. at o'le new i map of the bnu'iuaiie- .wii' i 
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liropriety sets to fancy, and serving as judges, U) wlioii' 
the public m,ay at once appe,il, wlten iiestercd with thi 
vagaries of those t^hu have had the hardiness to transgress 
them 

I he candidates for this county have set an e\ain|ile 
lit economy, which other candulites would do well to follnw, 
having come to an agreement no both sides to defraj tiu- 
ixpenses of their voters, but to oikmi no houses for tin 
i ntertainment of the rabble, a reform however which tin 
rthbic did not at all approve of, and testilicd their dislike 
(it It by a not A stage was built, Iroiu which the orators 
liad designed to harangue the electors 'I'his becime tlu 
l>rst victim of their fury Having very little curiosity i<> 
to hear what gentlemen could say who would give them 
nothing better thin words, they broke it in pieces, and 
threw the fragments ujion the hustings 'I'he slieriff, tiie 
iiiombcrs, the lawyers, the voters, were instantly put to 
flight They rallied, but we re >ig iiii routed by ,i sei uiid 
.tssault, like the former 'I'liev then [iroeeeded to break 
die windows ot the inn to which they bill fled , and i re>o 
nn vailing that at night they would lire the town, a proposal 
was made by the freehoUleis to face about and endeavcmi 
lo secure them At that insUiit a noter, ilri’sscd in i 
K'erry andrew s jacket, stepjicd rorw,ird, and ihalhngorl tlu 
nest man among them Olney sent the hero to the held, 
'ho 'iiadt him repent of his presumption Mr \shbiirni» 
" IS 'll. ‘sei/ing him by the thio.it, he shook linn -in 
iinw him to the earth, he made the hollowness of his skull 
csiiinul by the applieation ol his lists, and dr.iggid him 
It. I I ustody without the le.ist danuge to In-, [lerson 
\'nm lied Ijy this eviinple, the otlur Ireeliolders followed 

inJ 111 five minutes twenty eig.*!! out of thirty ragamuffins 
ire silel\ lodged in g.iol 

\diiu,i,i\ (le.ir fiicnd , wiitine mikes inav b.v k kIk xiui 
' .\ paper s lull 

tv .(ivi )o" .1110 a'c your ' 


\M, M 
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CCLXXXVIII. 

JOHN GILPIN : A SEQUEL NOT TO BE DESHtSD- 
OBJECTIONS TO PUBUBHINa IT WITH THE 
TASE-SOHOOLS. 

TO IHL RLV WILLI \M UNWINi 
MV imn viLMtM, MftyS, 1784 

When our corruspundents send us money, I always hold 
them entitled to an immediate answer , accordingly, though 
since the arrival of yours, I have only had time to run 
through the nci^spaper, I am now with pen in hand, upon 
the point of informing you that )our letter, together with itb 
c ontents, is at this nioinent safe at Olncy 

Vou do ncll to make your letters merry ones, though not 
very merry jourhclf, and that Ixith for my sake and your 
own , for your own s.ike, liccausc it sometimes happens, 
that by assuming an air ol cheerfulness we become cheer 
ful 111 reality , and for mine, because 1 have always more 
need of a laugh than a try, being somewhat disposed to 
melancholy by natural temperament, as well as b> othei 
causes 

It was long since, and even in the infancy of John (lilpin, 
recommended to me by a lady now at Hristol, to write a 
sequel lUit having always observed that authors, elated 
with the sueccss of a first part, have fallen below themselves 
when they have attempted a second, 1 had more prudi-nci 
than to take her counsel 1 want you to read the histor) 
of that hero, published by Bladon, and to tell me what it is 
made of But buy it not , for, pufled as it is in the papirs 
It can be but a bookseller's job, and must be dear at tin 
price of two shillings In the last |>art}uct but one that I 
received from Johnson, he asked me if I had any improvL 
ments of John Clilpin in hand, or if 1 designed any , fo' 
that to print only the ongina! again would be to publisli 
what has been hacknied in every magazine, in every neW' 
paper, and in every street I answered, that the c(>p> 
which I sent him contained two or three smdll variation-! 
from the first, except which 1 had ftone to propose, and 
that if he thought him now too trite, to make a part of iii> 
volume, I should willingly acquiesce in his judgment. I 
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take it for granted therefore that he will not bring up the 
rear of my Poems according to my first intention, and shall 
.lot be sorry for the omission It may spring from a pnn- 
I iplc of pride , but spring it from what it may, I feel, and 
have long felt, a disinclination to a public avowal that he is 
mine , and since he became so popular, I have felt it more 
than ever , not that I should have expressed a scruple, if 
lohnson had not. But a fear has suggested itself to me, 
that I might expose myself to a charge of vanity by ad- 
mitting him into my book, and that some people w'ould 
impute it to me as a crime Consider what the world is 
ni.ade of, and you will not Hnd my suspicions chimerical 
\dd to tins, that when, on correcting the tlic Litter part of 
ijf the fifth book, of the Task, I came to consider the 
volcmnity and sacred nature of the subjects there handled, 

.t seemed to me an incongruity at the least, not to call it 
hy a harsher name, to follow up such i>rciiiisc5 witli such 
a conclusion I am well content therefore vtith having 
i.iHglicd, and made others laugh, and will build my hopes 
(It su( cess, as a pcAtt, upon more important matter 

In our printing business we now jog on merrily enough 
The coming week will I hope bnng me to an end of the 
Task, and the next fortnight to an end of the whole I am 
!;Ia(l to have Paley on my tide in the affair of education 
He IS certainly on all subjects a sensible man, and on such , 
.1 wise one llilt 1 am mistaken, if 'I'lrocmium do not 
111 ike some of ray friends angry, and procure me enemies 
not a few Tliere is a sting in verse, that prose neither 
has, nor can have , and I do not know that schools in the 
cross, and esjiecially public schools, have ever been so 
jiuintcdly condemned licfore But they are become a 
nuisance, a pest, an abomination, and it is fit that the eyes 
md noses of niank'nd should, if possible, be opened to 
perceive it 

' his IS indeed an author's letter ; but it is an author’^ 
Imcr to his friend If you will be the friend of an author, 
>ou must expect silch letters. Come July, and come 
yourself, with as many of your exterior selves as can possibly 
some with you. 
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Yours, my dear William, alTectiotiately, and with your 
mother's remembrances, W C 

CCLXXXIX 

D&. JOHNSON'S FAVOUBABLE OPINION OF HIS 
POEMS-MB BULL’d FUPILS-BEMABklS Olf 
MINISTEBlAL ACADEMIES. 

TO lllB KEV JOHN NEWTON 
MV DEAR FRnND, May, 22, 1784 

I \M glad to have received at last an account of l)r 
Johnson’s favourable opinion of my book I thought it 
wanting, and had long since concluded that, not having had 
the happiness to please him, I owed my ignorance of his 
sentiments to the tenderness of my friends at Hoston, who 
would not mortify me with an account of his disapprobation 
It occurs to me that I owe him thanks for interposing he 
tween me and the resentment of the Reviewers, who seldom 
show mercy to an advocate for evangelicifl truth, whether in 
prose or verse I therefore enclose a short acknowledg 
incnt, which, if you see no impropriety iri the measure, you 
can I ininginc without much dithculty convey to him 
through the hands of Mr loitrolie To him I also make 
my compliments, with thanks for the share he took in the 
' patronage of the volume If on any account you judge 
It an inexpedient step, you can easily suppress the letter 
I pity Mr bull What harder task can any man unucr 
take than the management of those, who have reached the 
age of manhood without having ever felt the force of 
authority, or [Kissed through any of the preparatory parts of 
education ? I had either forgot, or never adverted to the 
nrcumstance, that his disciples were to be men. At pre- 
sent however 1 am not surpnsed that, being such, they arc 
found disobedient, untractablc, insolent, and conceited , 
qualities, that generally prevail in the minds of adults 
in exact proportion to their ignorance. He dined with 
us since I received your last It was on Thursday that 
he was here He came dejected, burthened, full of 
camplaints . but we sent him away cheerful. He is very 
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sensible of the prudence, delicacy, and attention to his 
character, which the society have discovered in their con- 
duct towards him upon this occasion , and indeed it does 
them honour , for it were past all enduring, if a charge of 
insufficiency should obtain a moment’s regard, when brought 
by five such coxcombs against a man of h(s erudition 
and ability. The worst part of the business is, that unless 
young men can be found modest, well tempered, humble, 
and teachable, there seems to I>e no hope He is indeed 
nervous, and may seem to want those stem features, and 
that determined tone and manner that are almost indis- 
pensably requisite in a tutor But I do not sec that in the 
'ireseiit case the matter would be much mended, did he 
possess them For what impression can a look, or the 
must cmphatical threat be expected to make, where there is 
10 power to make it good ? The rod is out of the question 
I hey arc too old, though not too wise for that Imposi- 
tions, by way of penalty, are eqiKilly so, both because they 
sre incapable of performing any, and because at their age, 
they may choose valiothcr they will submit to them or not 
I he society may indeed cxi>ol them, and these hope fill 
\uuths have. It should scorn, no great ohjciUon to their 
‘lijing so 'I’hcre arc other ac.idemies ready to receive 
'liom , and which, because untried, they prefer to yours 
I hey are therefore under no sufficient control, perfectly 
lasy with respect to the consequences of their refracton- ’ 
'OSS, and of course set no bounds to their insolence I do 
mi assert it with confidence, but am much inclined to 
hclievc that an institution of this kind would succeed 
'letter, were the pupils .'idmitted at a much earlier age It 
• ould not indeed lie hoped that all would be converted and 
liecoinc fit for the ministry But having the advantage of 
-iii.itual ordinances, it is prolxible that some would, and 
'be rest, at a proper age, having been soberly and well 
irnined, might be sent out to serve society in some other 
rai/acity But this is thrpwn out merely by the way, for I 
ilri..idy foresee that it would rc’iiuire a change in the whole 
p'an 

I rather wonder that a man of so liberal a mind as Mr 
I’icvver should bp so much hurt by your publication , anct 
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wonder no less that after having seen in it the reasons that 
influenced you to print it, he should express so much sur 
prise and concern at its appearance Was not your probit) 
impeached when you were charged with interested motive's 
for continuing in the church ? and when the sincerity ot 
your opinion respecting her ritual, discipline and order nai 
called in question ? But such is the influence of a deno 
minatinn, that the most unprejudiced have yet a bias which 
in the long run discovers itself 

Poor Nat Gee has disgraced his gray hairs, — He is sus 
pended ah qffiaa, axiA his eldest son says Amen for him 
But I suppose William Peace has given you this piece of 
history, which I therefore needed not to have mentioned 
He has probably told you too that I^dy Austen is gone tu 
Bath 

This fine May makes us amends for a doleful winUr 
The hot weather came on so fast, that there was not mon 
than a week’s interval between the nakedness of December 
and the full leaf We arc in good healtli, and always ic 
member you and Mrs Newton nith sincoi'c affection 

Yours, my dear fnend, Wm C01\ PliR 


eexe 

DB JOfiNSON. 

lO THF RI V JOHN M WION 

June 5, 17S4 

Whfn you told me that the rntiqiic upon my volinu' 
was written though not by l)i Johnson himself, yet b\ . 
friend of his, to whom he recoin mended the book and tlii 
business, 1 inferred from that cxjiressiun that I vias indtbi 
ed to him for an active interposition in my fa\our, and cna 
sequently that he had a right to my thanks But no« 1 
concur entirely in sentiment with you, and heartily secom' 
your vote for the suppression of thanks which do not sciii’ 
to be much called for Yet even now were it jxissiblc thii 
I could fall into his company, 1 should not think a slight a' 
knowledgmet misapplied I w'as no other way aiisiou' 
about his opinion, nor could he so, after you and sum 
others had given a favourable one, than it was natural I 
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should be, knowing as I did that his opinion had been eon- 
'ulted I am affectionately yours, W C 


CCXCI 

THANES FOE A LATIN DICTIONAEY-INTHNTION 
QF BEADING THE CLASSICS -BEM ABES ON 
THE TAX UPON OANDLES-AN ASS 
TBYING ms VOICE 

TO THE KhV WILI I \M UNWIV 

M\ DKAR u II MAM, .Inly .< I7S4 

1 was sorr> that I could only lake a flying leivi ol \ mi 
\V hen the coach stopped at the door, I thought \nii had 
been in your chamber , my dishabille would not otheru isu 
have prevented my running down for the sake of a more 
suitable parting 

We rejoice that you had a s.ife journey, and though wn 
should have rejoiced still more had you had no occasion foe 
a physician, we aite glad th it, liaving had need of one, you 
had the good fortune to find him Let us hear soon that 
his advice has provedr effci tual, and tlut you are dclivcreil 
from all ill symptoms 

Thanks for the care you have taken to furnish me with a 
dictionary It is rather stringe that at my time of life, and 
after a youth spent in classical pursuits, I should want one 
.ind stranger still that, being jiosscssed at present of only 
one I.atin author m the world, I should think it worth 
uhile to purchase one I say that it is strange, and indeed 
I think It so myself But I have a thought that when my 
jiresciit labours of the pen arc ended, I may go to school 
again, and refresh my spirits by a little intercourse with the 
M lutuan and the Sabine banl , and perhaps by a re-perusal 
of some others, whose works we generally lay by at that 
[iiriod of life when we are best qualified to read them, when, 
tiu judgment and the taste being formed, their beauties arc 
kasc likely toibo pvcrlookcd. 

This change of wind and wc.ather comforts me, and 1 
'■hoiild have enjoyed the first fine morning I have seen this 
month with a peculiar relish, if our new tax-maker had not 
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put me out of temper I am angry with him, not only for 
the matter, but fur the manner of his proposal When hi. 
lays his impost upon horses, he is even jocular, and laughs , 
though considering that wheels and miles, and grooms were 
taxed before, a gr.ivcr < ountenant c ujion the occasion would 
base been more decent But he provokes me still more by 
reasoning as he doc> on the jiistificatioii of the tax uixm 
< andles Some families, he says, will siilfer little by it 
tVhy ? Bei nisi they are so poor, that they cannot afford 
themselves more than ten [lounds in the year Excellent ' 
'I hey can use but few, therefore they will jiay but little, and 
consequently will he but little burthened, an argument 
which for itb cruelty and effrontery seems worthy of a hero , 
but he does not avail himself of the whole forte of it, noi 
with all his wisdom had sagacity enough to see that it con 
tains, when jiushcd to its utmost estent, a free dischargi 
and acriiiittal of the jioor from the paymint of any tax at all 
a commodity, being once made too expensive for then 
pockets, w ill ( ost them nothing, tor they will not buy ll 
Rejoice, therefort, <) ye jiennykss • the ntimstcr will mtlLnl 
send you to lied in the dark, but your reiiiammg half penm 
will Ik safe , instead of being sja-nl m Tlie useless luxury ol 
candlelight, it will buy you a roll for breaklast, whith >w 
will eat no doubt with gr.atitiidc to the man who so kiiull) 
lessens the number of your disbursements, and while Is 
*s<vms to thrcsteii your money, saves It I wish he would 
renumber, that the Iwll leiiny, whiih govciiimcnl imii> ■' 
till shojikoe|)er will swell to two-pi nee I wish he would 
\ isil the miserable huts of our lace makers at Oliicy, md 
see them working in the winter months, by the light ol i 
tirthing candle, from four in the alternoon till niidmghi I 
wish he had laid his tax upon the ten thousand Iaiii|is tint 
illuminate the I’anthcon, upon the fl.imbeaiix that wait ii|i<>' 
ten ilinusand chariots and sedans in an evening, and ti[ii< 
the wa\ candicsthat give light to ton thousand card-tabli.s I 
VMsb, in short, that he would consider the pockets of the pom 

as sacred, and th.it to tax a people already so net essitui'' 

i%_but to discourage the little industry that is left among u , 
by diiving the I.ihonniis to dosjMir 

\ neighbour ot mine, in Silver End, keejis an ass . th 



TO THE BEV J JfEWTON 


447 


asS lives on the other side of tin g.irden will, and I am 
» ruing in the green-house it happens th.il he is this 
inorinng must inusiially dis(H>sed, either i lit e reel In th ' 
line leather, or hy some new tune wliuli he has just 
aeqiiired, or by finding his vohl tiitm harinuiiiou'i than 
ii-<iul It would he cruel to inortify so line i singer, tiure 
Inn I do nut tell him that he internipts and hiiulers me ; 
hilt 1 venture to tell you so, and to pie id Ins iierfonnani e 
111 extase of my abrupt eoiit liision 
I send you the goltliint hes, with which you will do ns you 
Mt good We have an alloLtionate n niciiihraiiLe of your 
' 111 visit, anti of all our friends it Stock 

Uclicve me ever yours, \V C. 

Cf'XC’IT. 

JUPITER’S VISIT TO THE iSTHIOPIANS-QUESTION 
HOW FAR THE WISE MEN OF ANTIQUITY BE- 
LIEVED IN PAGANISM -HIS OWN INDIF- 

feren/;e as to politios-taz. 

TO nth RFV JOHN NKWTOV 
MV HEAR tRiiMi, .Inly 1784. 

A ni' VR rti of materials, a t onst lousiiess that iiiy subjects 
lit lor the most part and must lie iimntiTcsting and uii- 
Mii|iiirtuit, but above all, a jioverty of animal spirits, that 
mikes writing iiiiit h a great fatigue lt> me, have occasioiitil, 
iiivilioite of sin tiler piper \i tune stem the justiiesx of 
iliese re ISOMS for the present, and if ever the times shoultl 
iiund with me, 1 sincerely prom to amend with tin m 
Homer says on a certain otuision, tint Jupiter, when ht 
wis wanteil at home, was gone to [Xtrtake of an enterti.ii 
■111 lit provided for him by the /Klhiopians If by Jiipilir 
'll understand the weather, or the se-ison, as the .me u nts 
I" quently did, we nmy say, tint our liiiglish Jupiter has 
I" 111 absent on account of some such invitation, during 
i'i whole month ot June he left us to expineme .almost tm 
'■'-■lUrs of winter This fine d.’’}, however, affords us son t 
I >Ii- that tl*e feast is enderf, and tliat we shall enjoy liis 
■ uinpany without the interference of his /Ililiiopian friends 
111 ! 
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Is It possible that the wise men of antiquity could 
entertain a real reverence for the fabulous rubbish, which 
they dignified with the name of religion ? We, whohaii 
been favoured from our infancy with so clear a light, arc 
perhaps lurdly comiietent to decide the question, and ni.i\ 
strive in vain to imagine the absurdities that even a good 
understanding may receive as truths, when totally unaided 
by revelation It scents, however, that men, whose con- 
ceptions upon other subjects were often sublime, whosi 
reasoning iKiwcrs were undoubtedly equal to your own, and 
whose inaiiagcmciit in matters ot junsimidcnec iliat 
nquircd a veiy iiuliislrioiis c‘\.iminalion of evidence, was 
.IS .icute .ind subtle as that of a modern Attorney-general, 
could not be the dupf» of such imposture as a child aiiioii^ 
us would detect and laugh at Juvenal, I reincmbtr, 
introduces one of Ins Satires with an obserwiticrn, that wire 
some 111 his d.ay who had the hardiness to laugh .it thi 
stones of Tartarus, and Styx, and Charon, and of the frog's 
that croak upon the banks of I-a;the, giving Ins readi r at the 
same lime e,ause to suspc'ct that he was linAself one of tliat 
profane number Horace, on the other hand, deeliires in 
sober sadness th.U he would not for all the world got irtlo 
a bo.it with a man who had divulged the Eleusinian m>s- 
tenes Yet we know that those my stones, whatever they 
might be, were altogether as unworthy to be esteemed divine 
os the mythology of the vulg.xr How then must we de- 
termine? If Horace were a good and orthodox healluii. 
how came Juvenal to be such .in ungracious libertine in 
principle, .as to ridicule the dcM trines which the other lie In 
as sacred ? Their opportunities of information, and their 
mental advantages, were equal I feel myself rather in 
(lined to belie'vc, that Juvenal’s avowed infidelity w .s 
sincere, and that Horace was no better than a canting hyiw 
critical professor 

You must grant me a dispensation for saying any thmi;, 
whether it be sense or nonsense, upon the subject of poll 
ties It IS truly a matter in which I am so little interested, 
that were it not that it sometimes serves me for a* theiui-, 
when I can find no other, I should never mention it I 
would forfeit a large sum if, after advertising a month m 
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the gazette, the minister of the day, whoever he may be, 
could discover a man that cares about him or his ineasurth 
so little as I do When I say that I would forfeit a larjic 
sura, I mean to have it understood that I would forfeit such 
a sum, if I had it If Mr Pitt be indeed a virtuous man, 
as such 1 respect him But at the best, 1 fear, that he will 
have to iiay at last with /Kneas 

St Peniama deztrd 

DefmAt potatM^ e(Min Atis defenm fuiuent 
Be he what he may, I do not like his taxes At least 1 am 
much disposed to quarrel with some of them. The chargt 
of ten shillings upon horses, considering that travellers were 
heavily charged before, apiiears to me unreasonable and 
herein I must be at least disinterested, for I never ride 
Hut the additional duty upon candles, by which the poor 
Mill be much affected, hurts me most He says indeed that 
they will hut little feel it, liecausc even now they can hardly 
afford the use of them He had certainly put no roiiqns 
Sion into his budget, when he produced from it this ta\, and 
sin h an argument to support It Justly translated it seems 
to amount to this, —“Make the necessaries of life too e\- 
))ciisive for the poor to reach tluin, and you will save their 
money If they buy but few candles, they will pay but 
little tax , and if they buy none, the t.ix as to them, will be 
annihilated ” True But, in the mean time, they will break 
their shins against their furniture, if they have any , and will 
Ik, but little the richer, when the hours, in which they* 
might work, if they could see, shall be deducted 
Mr Unwin left us on Wednesday Mr Powley is with 
us, and begs to be remembered Mr (irindon is confined 
under a second stroke of the apirplexy, and ts thought to 
lie in danger 1 enclose a letter to old Mr Small, wiiu 
lias sent me some rhubarb seed, for which 1 write to thank 
him, .ind shall be your debtor for a penny, by way of 7'ia 
h- ‘OH Mrs Unwin, except that she has a pain in her face, 
1 - ‘lell I have bought a great dictionary, and want noth- 
me out Latin authors to furnish me with the use of it Had 
1 pu'i hased'them first, 1 had begun at the right end But 
i i-ould not afford it 1 beseech you admire my prudence 
Vivite, valeU, et memenlott nostrum 

Yours alTeelionately, W (I 
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CCXCIII. 

LADY AUSTEN -ALTEBATIOir PROPOSED IN SOME 
LINES OF VINCENT BOURNE’S-HUME’S ESSAY 
ON SUIOIDR 

ro THF REV WILLIAM UNWIN 
IIY DFVR WILLI tv, July 12, 17SI4 

Your bister leaves us this evening , her journey will he 
on foot lo Newport your mother and I mean to accom 
pany her as far as to the limits of our usual walk 'I In* 
coach takes her up at live in the morning It will he on 
Ijoth sides a sorrow ful parting , the distance of the separa 
tioii and the length of it will make it such But this first 
part of the business is rather in danger of being discoii 
lertcd the weather lowers and threatens to make a walk 
iinpT.icticahlc How the ladies will settle it, therefori , .is 
yet 1 know not, havng seen neither of them this morning 
Your sister desires ine lo thank you for the hint given to 
Miss Unwin, for whii'h she holds herself not the less ni- 
dehted to jou though it did not succeed* 

You aie going lo Bristol A lady, not long since oin 
vcr\ near ncighhour, is probably tliere she rww there very 
lately If you should chance to fall into her company, 
reiiicmber. if you ple.ise, that we found the connexion on 
, some a< counts .111 inconvenient one, that W'c do not wisli 
to renew it, and conduct yourself accordingly A chaiact. t 
w ith which wc spend all our time should be made on pin 
pose for us loo much or too little of any single ingredient 
spoils .ill in the inst.iiice in question, the dissimilitude 
was too great not to be felt contmiwlly, and consequently 
made our intercourse unpleasant Wc have reason, how 
ever, to believe that she has given up all thoughts of < 
return to Olney 

I think with you that Vinn/s line is not pure If h' 
knew any authority that would have justified h.s sub 
stiiulion of a participle for a substantive, he would have 
done well to h.avc noted it in the margin But I am niiieh 
inclined to think that he did not Bocts arc sometimes 
cxjicscd lo di'Bciiltics insurmountable by lawful means, 
whence I imagine was oiiginally derived that indul 
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gcnce that allows them the use of what is called /oe/iitt- 
/uentia But that liberty, I believe, contents itself with 
lliu abbreviation or protraction of a word, or an alteration 
in the quantity of a sylLililc, and never presumes to trespass' 
upon grammatical propriety t have dared to attempt to 
correct my master, but am not Imid enough to Ssiy that I 
have succeeded Neither am I sure that my memory 
serves me correctly with the line that follows , but when I 
rcrollect the English, am persuaded that it cannot cIifTcr 
much from the true one This therefore is my edition ol 
the passage — 


Basttt atiuUon lot turn perntvtta iieato 
Or, 

Uama quaejuvem tnditha Siuaana 6ealo 
Maiareha optaret maximus etne tua 

I'hc preceding lines I have utterly forgotten, and niii 
I onsetiiiently at a loss to know whether the dist’t h, thus 
mainged, will coiinei 1 itself with them easily, and as it 
ought 

\\e thank >ou /or the drawing of )our house I never 
know my idea of what I hail never scon resemble the on 
,mal so much At some time or other you have doubtless 
L'ivcM me an exact aci oiiiit of it, and I have retained the 
liiiliful impression made by jour description It is a coin- 
tortable abode, and the liiuc I hope will come when T shall 
I iijoy more than the mere representation of it ' 

I have not jet read the last Review, hut dipping into it, 
I accidentally fell ujjon their account of Hume’s Essay on 
‘'1111 idc I am ghd that they have liberality enough to 

I Diulemn the licentiousness of an author whom they so 
mill h admire —I say liberality, for there is as nun ti bigo- 
lr\ in the world to that man’s errors as there is in the hearts 

I I snme sei lanes to their peculiar modes and tenets He 
I-. the I’ojie of thousands, as blind and presuiii|ituniis as 
iiM elf (iod certainly infatuates those who will not see 
li 1 ire otherwise impossible, that a man, naturally shrewd 
!• (J ■ ensihlc; and whose understanding has had all the 
Jibantages of constant exercise and cultivation, could have 
'■atisfied himself, or have hoped to satisfy others with 
x'jeh palpable sophistry as has not even the grace of 
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fallacy to recommend it His silly assertion that because 
It would be no sm to divert the course of the Danube, 
therefore it is none to let out a few ounces of blood 
from an artery, would justify not suicide only, but homi- 
cide also , for the lives of ten thousand men arc of 
less consequence to their country, than the course of 
that nver to the regions through which it flows. Popu- 
lation would soon make society amends for the loss of her 
ten thousand members, but the loss of the 1 )anube would 
lie felt by all the millions that dwell upon its banks to all 
generations But the life of a man and the water of a rivtr 
can never come into competition with each other in point 
of value, unless in the estimation of an unprincipled philu 
sopher 

1 thank you for your offer of the classics When I want 
1 will borroit Horace is my on n Homer, with a clavit, 
1 have had possession of some years They are the pro 
perly of Mr Jonts A Virgil, tlie property of Mr Stott, I 
h.ivc had as long, I am nobody in the affair of tenses, lui 
less when you are present Yours^tver, W L 


CCXCTV. 

COMMEMORATION OF HANDEL-BEDLAM-A 
FRIOHIFUL AOOIOENT-AN UNEXPECTED 
LETTER FROM OSTEND. 

10 llifc Rl-V JOHN NIvWlON 
Hv HEAR rKirsD, July 19, 1784 

NoTwiiHSi AMJiNO the justness of the comparison by whii li 
you illustrate the folly and wiikcdness of a congregation a- 
scmbled to pay divine honours to the memory of Handel, ' 
could not help laughing at the jneture you have drawn <>l 
the musical convicts. The subject indeed is awful, and 
your ipanner of representing it is perfectly just , yet 1 laugh 
cd and must have laughed had 1 been one of your heart, t'- 
But the ridicule lies in the preposterous conduct which you 
reprove, and not m your reproof of it A people so niiisi 
cally mad as to make not only their future trial the subjc< ' 
of a concert, but even the message of mercy from their Kuic 
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atid the only One he will ever send them, must excuse me 
\f I am tnerry where there is more cause to he said , for 
melancholy as then' condition is, their behaviour under it 
IS too ludicrous not to be felt as such, and uoiild conriiier 
cien a more settled gravity than mine 
In those days when Bedlam was open to the cruel cunosi- 
IV of holiday famblcfs, I have been a visitor there Though 
.1 boy, I was not altogether insensible of the misery of 
the poor captives, nor destilutc of feeling for them But 
the madness of some of them had such a humorous air, 
and displayed itself in so many vthimsical freaks, that it 
was impossible not to be entertained, at the same time that 
1 was angry with myself for being so A line of Bourne’s 
!■, very expressive of the spectacle which this world exhihits, 
tragi-coniK nl as the incidents of it arc, absurd in them- 
selves, but terrible in their consctplciK es 

Sunt rea hutnatua fiidtht innt 

\ii instance of this deplorable mcrriinent has occurred irt 
the course of last week at Olnoy A feast gave the occa- 
sion to a catastroi^e truly shocking imey and his wife, 
and two women whose name is Ifinc, relations of the 
gla/icr, went in a covered cart to Woolastoii, to partake of 
the anniversary merry-making at that pl.u o Having spent 
the day, no doubt, very agreeably, they got into their tum- 
bril, expecting iiuthiiig but they should soon be safe at 
home again Some geese were in the horse-path, and in ■ 
il iiigcr of being run over I.ucy waved his hat to scare 
tliem, furgctling that his horse might possibly be frightened 
loo He was so, and ran away On one side of the road 
was a steep declivity, where two woman were killed by an 
overturn about two years ago fearing the same fate, and 
the women sereaniing and elmging about him in such a 
iiiaiincr that he was unable to guide his horse, Lucy gave 
him a sudden a violent twitch to the other side. In a 
iiioinent, running as he did at full speed, he dashed hini- 
"w-lf .’'id the cart against a wall • the force of the shock 
ihn w him and broke all his harness, a circumstance with- 
»iii which not a single life would have been saved I ucy 
rei civcd a violent contusion on his head, and his legs were 
hrribly torn One of women bad her arm broken and her 
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wrist dislocated , the other was only bruised , hut Mrs 1 in y 
was the greatest sufferer, having her scull fractured, and oin, 
side of her t.icc with half her scalp so completely separated 
from the bone, that w hen her husband went to take her up, 
he mistook the loose llesh for the cushion she wore upon 
her head 1 he story is almost too shocking to be related, but 
having begun it I could not choose whether I would hnisli 
It or not She is, however, alive, and is allendcd at 
Wool.iston, from whuh pl.u e she could not be removed, b\ 
Dr Kerr I heard yesterday that there were hopes of lier 
recovery, which is the more wonderful as she is with child 
So dangerous it is to all, and so fatal to some, to forget 
that we are not introduced into this World merely to amuse 
ourselves for a few years as well as we can, and then to 
pass out of It unnoticed bv Him w'ho sent us 

Miout a month since I had a letter from one whom \oii 
remember, and from whom 1 little expected to hear, — James 
Nuhols lie wrote' to en<|iiire after his old connexions at 
Olncy, particularly after Nelly Langton, desiring to he 
informed of all that has happened here ,'how many births, 
deaths, and marriages, I supjiose, have t.ikeii place at 
Oliiev suite he left it. but I have not answered him, 
nciUicr do I intend it He savs much about the laird and 
Ins dealings with him , hut I have long considered Janie's 
as a sort of pedlcr and hawker in these matters, r.ather than 
'as a creditable and substantial merchant. He is now .i 
a mason’s l.ibounr at Oslend, .ind when he wrote had ]U'l 
received a hurt m his leg bv a f.ill from the top of a ladder 
Remember us as we rememlier you , that is with undmi' 
nislied friendshifi and affection 

Yours, my ile’ar friend, WM COWl’IvR 

C'CXCV 

MB NEWTON AT LTMINOTON-ME. GILPIN - 
ALLUSION TO HIS OWN STATE-MB NEW 
TON’S OPPONENTS. 

10 TIIK RLV JOHN NhWTON 
uv iiFAK riiiEMi, .Tilly 28, 178T 

I VI \v perhaps he short, but am not willing that v<>'‘ 
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Oloiild go to T.ymington without first ln\ing h.id .a line 
horn me I know that place well, having spent bix weeks 
there above twenty years ago 'I'he town is neat, and the 
f ountry delightful You walk well, and will Loiisecpiuntly 
find a part of the coast, called Hall-Cliff, within the roach 
of your ten toes It was a favourite walk of mine , to the 
1)1. st of my remembrance, about three miles distance from 
Lvmington There you may stand upon the beach, and 
I ontemplate the Needle-rock , at least you might have done 
>.() tw'enty years ago Hut since that tune I think it is fallen 
trom Its base, and is drowned, and is no longer a visible 
object of contemplation I wish you may pass your time 
h'Tc happily, as in all jirobahihty you will , jieriiaps usefully 
.00 to others, undoubtedly so to yourself 

The manner in which you have been pres lOiisly m.-idc ac 
iju anted with Mr (lilpin gives a prosidcntial air to your jour 
iiev, and affords reason to hojK; that you may be charged 
iiith a message to him 1 admire him as .a biographer But 
Is Mrs Unwin and I were talking of him last night, wc 
• oiild not but wonder that a man should sec so much cx- 
I ellencc in the lives, and so much glory and beauty in the 
dasths of the martyrs, whom he has ri corded, .and at the 
same lime disapprove the prim iples that prwluccd the very 
lOMduct he admired. It seems, however, a step towards 
die truth, to applaud the fruits of it , and one cannot help 
iliinking that one step more would jiiit him in jiossession of' 
ill! truth Itself By your means may he be enabled to 

Like It ' 

We arc obliged to you for the preference yon would have 
.iuen to Olney, had not Providi ncc determined your course 
mother way Hut as, when wc s.i,v you last summer, you 
,'■11 e us no reason to expert you this, wc are the less disap- 
lionUed At your .ige and mine, biomiial visits have such 
•I g.ip between them that we cannot jiromisc our-^clves upon 
dulse terms very numerous future interviews But whether 
'iiir-i ire to be many or tew, you will always be welcome to 
"0 for the sake of the comfortable ilays that arc past In 
‘111 present state of mind my friendship for you indeed is 
'•« warm as ever But I feel myself very indifferently quali- 
' i-ii to be your companion Other da>s than these inglon- 
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ous and unprofitable ones are promised me, and when I sec 
them I shall rejoice In the meantime my faith in the a->- 
suranccs of my friends is too weak to bo productive of an\ 
thing like joy My sensations upon such occasions arc 
rather like those of poor old Tantalus, if he be still where 
the poets placed him 

I saw the advertisement of your adversary’s book He is 
happy at least in this, that, whether he have brains or none, 
he strikes without the danger of being stricken again He 
could not wish to engage m a controversy upon easier terms 
The other whose publication is postponed till Christmas, is 
resolved, I suppose, to do something. But do what he will, 
he cannot prove that you have not been aspersed, or that 
you have not refuted the charge , which, unless he can do^ 1 
think he will do little to the purpose. 

VVe heartily wish that the sea-bathing may be of use to 
Eliza I have known it serviceable in similar cases Mrs 
Unwin thinks of you, and always with a grateful recollection 
of yours and Mrs Newton’s kindness She has had a nCr 
vous fever lately , hut I hope she is betder The weather 
forbids walking, a prohibition hurtful to us both I forgot 
to tell you that Mr Grindon died soon after I had inform 
cd you of his illness his son succeeds him Wu heartily 
wish you a good journey, and are affectionately yours, 

W C AND M U 

I 

CCXCVT 

TAX ON WHEELS AND HOBSEB-WALES TO WEST 
ON-BEMABES ON THE SOUTH SEA ISLANDEB3. 

EASHI0NS-BE8TBI0TI0NS OF FBAEINO. 

TO THE REV WlLUAM UNWIN 
Ml DFAE FRIEND, Aug 14, 17S4 

I r.ivE you joy of a journey performed without trouble oi 
danger You have travelled five hundred miles without 
having encountered either Some neighbours of ours, 
about a fortnight since, made an excursion only to a neigh 
bounng village, and brought home with them fractured 
skulls, and broken limbs, and one of them is dead. For 
my own part, I seem pretty much exempted from the dan- 
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gers of the road, — thanks to that tender interest and concern 
which the legislature takes in my security ' Having, no 
doubt, their fears lest so precious a life should determine 
too soon, and by some untimely stroke of misadventure, 
they have made wheels and horses so expensive, that 1 am 
not likely to owe my death to either 
Your mother and 1 continue to visit Weston daily, and 
find in those agreeable bowers such amusement as leaves 
us but little room to regret that we can go no further Hav- 
ing touched that theme, I cannot abstain from the pleasure 
of telling you that our neighbours in that place, being about 
to leave it for some time, and meeting us there but a few 
evenings before their departure, entreated us during their 
absence to consider the garden, and all its contents, as our 
own, and to gather whatever we liked, without the least 
scruple We accordingly picked strawberries as often as we 
went, and brought home as many bundles of honeysuckles 
as served to perfume our dwelling till they returned. I 
heAr that Mr Throckmorton is making another balloon, a 
paper one, containing sixteen quires It is to fly upon the 
wings of Ignited spirits, and will therefore, I suppose, be 
sent up at night 1 take it for granted that we shall be in- 
vited to the spectacle , but whether we shall have the 
coinage to expose ourselves to the inconveniences of a 
nocturnal visit, is at present doubtful 
Once more, by the aid of Lord Dartmouth, I find myself 
1 tlmger in the Pacific Ocean In our last night's lecture 
Hv were made acquainted with the island of Hapace, where 
«e had never been before The French and Italians, it 
seems, have hut little cause to plume themselves on account 
of their achievements in the dancing way , and we may here- 
after, without much repining at it, acknowledge their supc- 
nonty in that art They are equalled, perhaps excelled, by 
savages How wonderful, that without any intcroourse with 
a politer world, and having made no proficiency in any 
u'he accomplishment, they should in this, however, have 
'iiade themselves such adopts, that for regularity and grace 
of motion they might even be our masters ' How wonder- 
ful too, that with such a tub and a stick they should be able 
to produce such harmony, as persons accustomed to the 
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sweetest music cannot but heai with pleasure ' Is it not 
very difficult to account for the striking difference of cha- 
racter, that obtains among the inhabitants of these islands? 
Many of them are near neighbours to each other, and their 
opportunities of improvement much the same , yet some of 
them are in a degree polite, discover symptoms of taste, 
and have a sense of elegance , while others gre as rude as 
we naturally expect to find a people who have never had 
any communication with the northern hemisphere. These 
volumes furnish much matter of philosophical speculation, 
and often entertain me even while 1 am not employed in 
reading them 

I am sorry you have not been able to ascertain the doubt 
ful intelligence I have received on the subject of cork skirts 
and bosoms. I am now every day occupied in giving all 
the grace I can to my new production , and in transcnbiiig 
It I shall soon arrive at the passage that censures that folly, 
which 1 shall be loth to expunge, but which I must not 
spare, unless the criminals can be convicted. The world 
however is not so unproductive of subjects for censure, but 
that It may possibly supply me with some other that may 
serve as well 

If you know any body that is writing, or intends to write, 
an epic poem on the new regulation of franks, you may give 
him my compliments, and these two lines for a beginning— 
* Hat fuot omaCorci nwie (nrqfttcl eptilola rara ' 

Veettgai certain, jwriforayve gratia Fkasxi ' 

Yours faithfully, W C 

CCXCVIl 

FLEASUBES AT OLEET-A BALLOON-COOK’S 
LAST VOTAOE 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

MV DE4B nuBHO, Augutt 16, 1764 

Had you not expressed d desire to hear from me before 
you take leave of Lymington, I certainly should not have 
answered you so soon Knowing the place, and the amuse 
ment it affords, I should have more modesty than to 
suppose myself capable of adding any thing to your present 
entertainments worthy to rank With them. I am not how 
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ever totally destitute of such pleasures as an inland country 
may pretend to If my windows do not command a view 
of the ocean, at least they look out upon a profusion of roip- 
nonette, which, if it be not so grand an object, is however 
quite as fragrant and if I have not a hermit in a grotto, I 
have nevertheless myself in a greenhouse, — a less venerable 
figure perhaps, but not at all less animated than he nor 
are we in this nook altogether unfurnished with such means 
of philosophical expenment and speculation as at present 
the World rings with On Thursday morning last, we sent 
up a balloon from Emberton meadow. Thrice it rose, and 
as oft descended , and in the evening it performed another 
flight at Newport, where it went up, and came down no 
more Like the arrow discharged at the pigeon in the 
Trojan games, it kindled in the air, and was consumed in a 
moment I have not heard what interpretation the sooth- 
sayers have given to the omen, hut shall wonder a little if 
the Newton shepherd prognosticate any thing less from it 
than the bloody war that was ever waged in Europe. 

I am reading Cook's last voyage, and am much pleased 
and amused with it It seems that in some of the Friendly 
isles, they excel so much in dancing, and perform that 
operation with such exquisite delicacy and grace, that they 
are not surpassed even upon our European stages. O I that 
Vestris had been in the ship, that he might have seen him- 
self outdone by a savage The paper indeed tells us th.it 
the queen of France has clapped this king of capers up in 
prison, for declining to dance before her, on a pretence of ' 
sickness, when in fact he was in perfect health If this 
be true, perhaps he may by this time be prepared to 
second such a wish as mine, and to think that the 
durance he suffers would be well exchanged for a dance 
at .4namooka I should hovrever as little have expected to 
hear that these islanders had such consummate skill in 
an art, that requires so much taste in the conduct of the 
pi i-son, as that they were good mathematicians and astrono 
iners Defective as they are in every branch of knowledge, 
and in every other species of refinement, it seems wonder- 
ful that they should arrive at su''h perfection in the dance, 
which some of our English gentlemen, with all the assistance 
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of French instruction, find it impossible to learn. We 
must conclude therefore that particular nations have a genius 
for particular feats , and that our neighbours in France,and 
our friends in the South Sea, have minds very nearly akin, 
though they inhabit countries so very remote from each 
other 

Mrs Unwin rememtiers to have been in company with 
Mr Gilpin at her brother's She thought him Very sensible 
and polite, and consequently very agreeable 

We are truly glad that Mrs Newton and yourself are so 
well, and that there is reason to hope that Eliza is better. 
You will learn from this letter that we arc so, and that for 
my own part I am not quite so low in spirits as at some 
times I.£arn too, what you knew before, that we love you 
all, and that I am Your affectionate friend, W C. 


CCXCVIII 

FBoasEss nr isANsosiBnra the task-visit* 

FBOM MB. VENN ; HIS AFFBOBaItON OF THE 
FOBHEB VOLUME-OOWFEB FLEASED, BUT 
NOT ELATED WITH FBAISB. 

TO THE KEV WIl.UAM UNWIN 
NY DEAK FKii'.SD, Oliiey, Sept II, 1784 

* I AM obliged to you for a plentiful suii^ily of franks, and 
I hope that you have not been inattentive to my interests 
upon the occasion but have furnished yourself with an 
niual number bearing my address You have my thanks 
also for the inquiries you have made upon the subjects ul 
male nimps corked Dcspainiig however of meeting with 
such confirmation of that new mode, as would warrant a 
general stricture, I had, licfore the receipt of your last, 
discarded the jiassagc in which I had censured it 1 am 
proceeding in my transcript with all possible dispatch, having 
nearly finished the fourth book, and hoping, by the end of 
the month, to have completed the work When finished, 
that no time may be lost, I purpose taking the first 
opportunity to transmit it to Iceman Street , but must beg 
that you will give me in your next an exact direction, that 
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it may proceed to the mark without any hazard of a 
miscamage. A second transcript of it would be a labour 
I should very reluctantly undertake , for though I have 
kept copies of all the matenal alterations, there are 
many minutiae of which I have made none it is 
besides slavish work, and of all occupations that which 
I dislike the most I know that you will lose no time 
in reading it, but 1 must beg you likewise to lose 
none in conveying it to Johnson, that if he chooses to 
print It, It may go to press immediately , if not, that it may 
be offered directly to your friend liongman, or any other 
Not that I doubt Johnson’s acceptance of it, for he will 
find It more ad captum popult than the former I have not 
numbered the lines, except of the four first books, which 
amount to three thousand two hundred and seventy-six I 
imagine therefore that the whole contains about five thou 
sand I mention this circumstance now, because it may 
$avc him some trouble in casting the si/e of the book, and 
I might possibly,forgct it in another letter 
About a fortnight since, wo had a visit from Mr Venn, 
whom 1 had not seen for many years He introduced him 
self to me very politely, with many thanks on his own part, 
and on the part of his family, for the amusement which my 
book had afforded them He said he was sure that it must 
make its way, and hoped that I had not laid down the pen 
1 only told him in general terms, that the use of the pen 
Aas necessary to my well being, but gave him no hint of^ 
this last proiluction He said that one passage in particu- 
lar had absolutely electrifled him, meaning the description 
of the Briton in Table 'I'alk He seemed indeed to emit 
some sparks when he mfntioned it I was glad to have 
that picture noticed by a man of a cultivated mind, bccauM- 
1 had always thought iicll of it myself, and had never 
heard it distinguished before Assure yourself, my William, 
tl.at though 1 would not write thus freely on the subject of 
n<e or mine to any but yourx-lf, the pleasure I have in 
doing it IS a most innocent one, and jiartakes not in the 
least degree, so far as my conscience is to be credited, of 
that vamty with which authors are in general so justly 
chaigeable Whatever I do, I confess that I most sincerely 



462 


cowper’s letters. 


wish to do It well, and when I have reason to hope that I 
have succeeded, am pleased indeed, but not proud , for He, 
who has placed every thing out of the reach of man, except 
what he freely gives him, has made it impossible for a re- 
flecting mind, that knows this, to indulge so silly a passion 
for a moment 

Our connexion with the Westonites is much in sta/u quo 
We frequently meet, and arc always most perfectly polite 
I ast week we encountered the whole family in the evening 
Mr 'Ilircx kmorton said that he should send up a balloon 
in half an hour, and that if we had any curiosity to see it, 
and would step home with him, by the time we liad drank a 
dibh of tea, it would lie ready to mount At this time, how- 
ever, It was Ixiginning to be dark, and being well assured 
that the delay would be longer dian he supposed, we ex. 

( used ourselves on account of the late hour , m fact, wc 
should have had two miles to walk between ten and eleven 
o’clock at night, which would not have suited either of u? 
We expect, however, to be invited to a daylight exhibition 
of the same kind on Tuesday. He has sent us partridges 
and a hare Vours, W C 

CCXCIX 

DB. COTTON. 

TO JObKl’H HILL, ESQ 

HV DEAR TRIRXD, Scpt 11, 1784 

I HAVE never seen Dr Cotton’s book, concerning which 
your sisters question me, nor did I know, till you mentioned 
It, that he had wntten any thing newer than his Visions 1 
have no doubt that it is so far wo^liv of him as to be pious 
and sensible, and I believe no man living is better qualified 
to wnte on such suVjjects as his title seems to annuun>.<' 
Some years have jxissed since I heard from him, and con 
sidering his great age, it is probable that 1 shall hear from 
him no more , but I shall always respect him He is truly 
a ph'losopher, according to my judgment of the character, 
every title of his knowledge in natural subjects being con 
ncrti.d in his mind with the firm belief of an Omnipotent 
agent. Yours, &c W C 
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HIS aABD£N-8WE£T SOUNDS OF NATUttE. 

TO THE REV JOHN NKWTON 
MY DYAR FUKNU, iiept 18, 17H4 

Following your good example, I lay before me a sheet 
of my largest paper It was this moment fair and unble- 
mished, but I have begun to blot it, and hating begun, .ini 
not likely to cease till I have s|x>iled it I have sent you 
many a sheet that in my judgment of it has been very 
unworthy of your acceptance, but my lonsLiciice was in 
some measure satisfied by reflecting, that if it were good 
for nothing, at the same time it cost you nothing, except 
the trouble of reading* it But the ease is altered now 
You must pay a solid price for frothy matter, and thougli 
I do not absolutely pick your pocket, yet you lose your 
money, and, as the saying is, arc never the wiser , a saying 
literally fulfilled to the reader of my epistles 
My green housfi is never so pleasant as when we arc just 
upon the point of being turned out of it The gentleness 
of the autumnal suns, and the calmness of this latter season, 
make it a much more agreeable retreat tlian wc ever find it 
I'l summer , when, the winds being generally brisk, we lan 
not cool It by admitting a sufficient cpiantily of air, without 
being at the same time incommoded by it But now I sii* 
with all the windows and the door widtf^pcn, and am regal- 
ixl with the scent of every flower in a garden as lull of 
flowers as 1 have known how to make it We keep no bees 
but if I lived in a hive I should hardly hear more of their 
music All the bees in the neighbourhood resort to a bed 
of mignonette, opposite to the window, and pay me for tin 
lioney they get out of it by a hum, which, though r.ithei 
monotonous, is as agreeable to niy car as the whistling of 
niv linnets. All the sounds that nature utters arc delight 
•u' —at least in this country I should not perhaps find the 
roaring of bans in Africa, or of bears in Russia, very pitas 
'iig , but I know no beast in England whose voice I do nut 
ucount musical, save and cxi cpt alw,-iys the braying of an 
3SS The notes of all our birds and fowls please me, with 
vat one exception I should nut indeed tHink of keeping -a 
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goose in a cage, that might hang him up in the parlour for 
the sake of his melody, but a goose upon a common, or in 
a farm yard, is no bad performer , and as to insects, if the 
black l^tle and beetles indeed of all hues, will keep out of 
my way, I have no objection to any of the rest j on the con- 
trary, in whatever key they sing, from the gnat’s fine treble 
to the bass of the humble bee, I admire them all Seriously 
however it strikes me as a very observable instance of pro 
vidcntial kindness to man, that such an exact accord has 
been contrived between his ear, and the sounds with which, 
at least in a rural situation, it is almost every moment 
visited All the world is sensible of the uncomfortable 
effect that certain sounds have upon the nerves, and conse 
cjuently upon the spirits — and if a sinful world had been 
filled with such as would have curdled the blood, and have 
made the sense of bearing a {lerpctual incovenience, I dn 
not know that we should have had a right to complain But 
now the fields, the woods, the gardens, have each th^ir 
concert, and the e.ar of man is for ever n^Ied by creatures 
who seem only to please themselves Even the cars that 
arc deaf to the (lospcl, are continually entertained, though 
without knowing it, by sounds for which they are solely 
indebted to its author There is somewhere in infinite 
space a world that does not roll within the precincts ol 
, mercy, and as it is reasonable, and even scriptural, to sup 
pose that there is Hi-.ivfin, m those dismal regions 

perhaps the reverse of it is found , tones so dismal, as tn 
make woe itself more insupportable, and to acuminate even 
despair Hut i py paper admonish ps m e in good tune l o 
draw.-the-sciii\ auid.-tajclu.'Gk th e descen t oLmyJapcjuntu 
diy Its,, with, which aJi£ is hut tcio fa miliar. 

Our best love attends you both, with yours. 

Stun »t atmptr, tut Muditmumnu*, VV (' 


CCCI 

PUNOTTfATION-MOTT. FOB THE TASK. 

10 1H& K£V WIILIAM UNWIN 
uy DBAR WILLIAM, Oct. 2, 1784 

A POKr can but ill spare time for prose The truth is, i 
am in haste to finish my transcript, that you may receive n 
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time enough to give it a letbocely reading before you go to 
town ; which whether I shall be able to accomplish, is at 
present uncertain I have the whole punctuation to settle, 
which in blank verse is of the last importance, and of a 
species peculiar to that composition . fot I know no use of 
points, unless to direct the voice, the management of which« 
in the reading of blank verse, being more difficult than in 
the reading of any other poetry, requires perpetual hints 
and notices, to regulate the inflections, cadences, and 
pauses. This however is an aflFair that in spite of gramma- 
rians must be left pretty much ud libitum sffiptoris , for I 
suppose every author points ac cording to his own reading. 

If I can send the parcel to the waggon by one o’clock next 
Wednesday, you will have it on Saturday the ninth But 
this IS more than I expect. Perhaps I shall not be able to 
dispatch It till the eleventh, in which case it will not reach 
you till the thirteenth I rather think, that the latter of 
these two iieriods will obtain, because, besides the punctua- 
tion, I have the argument of each book to transcribe Add 
to this, that in wnting for the printer, I am forced to write 
my best, which makes slow work The motto of the whole 
vi—F\t surculus arbor If you can put the author’s name 
under it, do so , — if not, it must go without one, for I know 
not to whom to asenbe it It was a motto taken by a certain 
prince of Orange, in the year 1733, but not to a poem of 
his own writing, or indeed to any poem at all, but, as I ' 
think, to a medal 

Mr is a Corniili member; but for what place in 

Cornwall I know not All I know of him is, that I saw 
him once clap his two hands upon a rail, meaning to leap 
over it but he did not think the attempt a safe one, and 
therefore took them off, again He was in company with 
Mr Throckmorton With that gentleman we drank choco- 
hiic, since I wrote last The occasion of our visit was, as 
usual, a balloon Your mother invited her, and I him, and 
th. V promised to return the visit, hut have not yet 
1 erformed *Thntt le moude sf troavoit hi, as you may sup- 
pose, among the rest, Mrs W . She was driven to the 

door by her son, a boy of seventeen, in a phaeton, drawn 
four horses from LiUiput. 'fhis is an ambiguous ex* 
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pression, and should what t write now be legible a 
thousand years hence, mijght puzzle commentators Be it 
known therefore to the Alduces and the Stevenses of ages 

yet to come, that I do not mean to affirm that Mrs. W 

herself came from Lilhput that morning, or indeed that she 
was ever there, but merely to describe the horses, as being 
so diminutive, that they might be, with propnety, said to 
be Lilliputian 

The privilege of franking having been so cropped, I 
know not in what manner I and my bookseller are to settle 
the conveyance of proof sheets hither, and back again 
They must travel I imagine by co.ich, a large quantity of 
them at a time , for, like other authors, I find myself under 
a poetical necessity of being frugal 

VVe love you all, jointly and separately, as usual VV. C 
I have not seen, nor shall see, the Dissenter’s answer to 
Mr Newton, unless you can furnish me with it. 

CCCII. 

UNOOirNECTED THOTTaBT-tHS MIKD SOMETIMES 
VACANT -BEMABKS ON THE DEATH OF 
CAPTAIN OOOK. 

TO IHE REV JOHN NEWTON 
MY OSAR vaiEND, OctoW 9, 1784 

The pains you have taken to disengage our correspon- 
dence from the expense with which it was threatened, 
convincing me that my letters, trivial as they are, are }Ct 
acceptable to you, encourage me to observe my usual punc 
tuality You complain of unconnected thoughts 1 believe 
there is not a head in the world but might utter the same 
complaint, and that all would do so, were they all as atten- 
tive to their own vag.iries, and as honest as yours Tlu 
descriptions of your meditations at least suits mine per- 
haps I can go a step beyond you, upon the same ground 
and assert with the strictest truth that I not only do not 
think with connexion, but that I frequently do not think 
at all. I am much mistaken if I do not often catch myself 
napping in tins way , for when I ask myself what was the 
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last idea, (as the ushers at Westminster ask an idle boy 
what was the last word), I am not able to answer, but, like 
the boy in question, am obliged to stare and say nothing. 
This may be a very unphilosophical account of myself, and 
may clash very much with the general opinion of the 
learned, that the soul being an active principle, and her 
activity consisting in thought, she must consequently always 
think But pardon me, mvsteun Its pkxlosopms, there are 
moments, when if I think at all, I am utterly unconscious 
of doing so, and the thought, and the consciousness of it, 
seem to me at least, who am no philosopher, to be insepar- 
able from each other Perhaps however we may both be 
right , and if you will grant me that 1 do not always think, I 
will in return concede to you the activity you contend for, 
and will qualify the difference between us by supposing that 
though the soul be in herself, as you say, an active prin- 
ciple, the influence of her present union \ ith a principle 
that IS not such, makes her often dormant, suspends her 
operations, and affects her with a sort of duliquium, in 
which she suffers a temporary loss of all her functions. 

I liave related to you my experience truly, and without dis- 
guise , you must therefore either admit my assertion, that the 
soul does not necessarily alA’ays act, or deny that mine is a 
human soul ; and though I be sometimes more than a half 
of that opinion myself, it is a negative which I am sure 
you will not easily prove. So much for a dispute which 
little thought of being engaged in to-day 
Last night I had a letter from Lord Dartmouth, It was 
to apprize me of the safe amval of Cook's last voyage, 
which he was so kind as to lend me, in St James’s Square. 
He wntes, however, from Sandwell The reading of those 
volumes afforded me much amusement, and I hope some 
instruction. No observation nowever forced itself upon me 
with more violence than one, that I could not help making 
on the death of Captain Cook. God is a jealous God, and 
ai Owhyhee the poor man was content to be worshipped. 
I'roni that •moment, the remarkable interposition of Provi- 
dence in his favour was converted into an opposition, that 
thwarted all his purposes He left the scene of his deifi- 
cation, but was driven back to it by a most violent storm, 
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in which he sufTered more than tn any that had preceded il 
When he departed he left his worshippers still infatuated 
with an idea of his godship, consequently well dis- 
posed to serve hint. At his return he found them sullen, 
distrustful, and mysterious A trifling theft was committed, 
which, by a blunder of his own in pursuing the thief after 
the property had been restored, was magnified into an 
affair of the last importance. One of their favourite chiefs 
was lulled too by a blunder. Nothing, in short, but blun- 
der and mistake attended him, till he fell breathless into 
the water, and then all was smooth again The world in- 
deed will not take notice, or see, that the dispensation bore 
evident marks of divine displeasure , but a mind I think in 
any degree spiritual cannot overlook them We know 
from truth itself, that the death of Herod was for a similar 
offence But Herod was in no sense a believer in God, 
nor had enjoyed half the opportunities with which our poor 
countryman had been favoured It m.iy be urged perhaps 
that he was in jest, that he meant nothing but his own 
amusement, and that of his companions > I doubt it He 
knows little of the heart, who docs not know that even in a 
sensible man it is flattered by every species of exaltation. 
But be It so, that he was in sport . — it was not humane, to 
say no worse of it, to sport with the ignorance of his friends 
to mock their simplicity, to humour and acquiesce in their 
blind credulity. Besides, though a slm k or a stone may 
he worshipped blameless, a bapti. ed man may not He 
knows what he does, and by suffen ig such honours to be 
jiaid to him, ini urs the guilt of sacr lege 

We are glad that you are so hap)>y in your chureh, in 
your society, and in all your comic .ions I have not left 
myself room to say anything of the love we feel for you. 

Yours, my dear friend, W.C 

CCCIII. 

SBNDUra THE MSS. OT THE TA8E-HIS AIM 
IN WBITINCI. * 

TO THE REV. WILUAH UNWIN. 

NT DSAR WILLIAM, Oct 10, 1784. 

1 SENp you four quires of verse, which having sent, 1 
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shall dismiss from my thoughts, and think no more of, till 
T see them in pnnt I have not after all found time or in- 
ilnstry enough to give the last hand to the points I hc- 
lieve, however, they are not very erroneous, though in so 
long a work, and in a work that requires nicety m this 
liarticular, some inaccuracies will escape Where you (nid 
my, you will oblige me by correcting them 
In some passages, especially in the second hook, yon 
A ill observe me very satirical Writing on such subjects I 
Lould not be otherwise I can write nothing without aim- 
ing at least at usefulness it were beneath my years to do 
it, and still more dishonourable to my religion I know 
.liat a reformation of such abuses as I li.ive censured is 
nut to be expected from the elforts of a poet ; but to ron 
I mplate the world. Its folliu!>, its vices. Us indinercnco to 
tlutj’, and Its strenuous attachment to what is evil, and not 
to reprehend mi re to approve it From this charge si 
ksst I shall be clear, for I have neitlier tacitly nor expressly 
ll.ittered either its charai ters or its customs I liave iviid 
(ine, and only one oompliincnt, which nns so justly due, 
that 1 did not know how to withhold it, especially liaiing so 
1 iir an occasion I forget mj self, there is another in llu 
(lr^t book to Mr Throckmorton, — but the compliment I 
in.inistoMr Smith It is hoMCVer so managed, dial 
I. 'hody but himself e.sn in.ake the application, .mil you, to 
ttt.oin I disclose the secret , a delicacy on niy part, winch 
^0 much delicacy on his obliged me to the observant e of 
What there is of a religious t ist in the volume 1 liav 
lirown towards the end of it, for two reasons , first, tint I 
I'.'ght not revolt die reader at his entrance, — and secondly, 
iitinj best impressions might be made last Were I to 
' rite as many volumes as I ajpe de Vega, or Voltaire, not 
''Tw of them would be with nit this tincture If the worhl 
'ike It not, so much the worse for them I make all the 
iincessions I can, that I may please them, but I will not 
I'ie. se them at the expense of conscience 

\lv descrqitions are all from nature not one of them se 
' ii'id-handcd My delineations of the heart are from my 
'Ml experience not one of them Iwrrowed from hooks, or 
the least degree conjectural In my numbers, which I 

* 4U 
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have varied as much as I could, (for blank verse without 
variety uf numbers is no better than bladder and string,) 
1 have imitated nobody, though sometimes perhaps ther^ 
may be an apparent resemblance , because at the same 
time that I would not imitate, I have not alTectcdly difiered. 

U the work cannot boost a regubr plan, (in nhich respect 
however I do not think it altogether indefensible,) it may 
vet boast, that the reflections are naturally suggested ahv’ays 
iiv tlie preceding passage, and that ex( ept the fifth book, 
which IS rather of a political aspect, the whole has one ten- 
dency , to discountenance the modern enthusiasm after a 
I 'indon life, and to recommend rural case and leisure, as 
liicndly to the cause ol piety and virtue 

rr It pleases you I sh.dl be happy, and collect from youi 
,il< asurc in it an omen of its general acceptance 

Yours my dear friend W C 

CCCIV 

INTENTION OF OOMPLETINO HIS POEM ON SOHOOL- 
EDNOATION, AND DEDICATINO IT TO MB. 
UNWIN -DOUBTS CONCBBNING A PUBLIBHEB 
FP.OFOSBD-OOBBBCTIONS EZAMINBD-MBS. POW 
LEY'S ILLNESS. 

TO Till' Kl V W'lLLIAM I N\V1\ 

II> VK MCIliNlI, Oct. 31), 17S4 

\ I iL K letter has relieved me from some anxiety, and 
given mo a good dc.il of [Kxsitive pleasure I have faith in 
your judgment, and in imjilicit confidence m the sincerity 
of your approbation The writing of so long a poem is i 
serious business , and the author must know little of his 
own heart, who docs not in some degree suspect himself ol 
pirtiality to his own production , and w ho is he that would 
not be mortified by the discovery, that he had written fivi 
tliousaiid lines in vam ? The poem however which you 
havv, in hand will not of itself make a volume "SO large as 
tl’e 1 1 st, or as a bookseller would wish I say this, becaiisi 
wnen I had sent Johnson five thousand verses, he applied 
ior 1 thousand more Two years since I began a piece 
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%hich grew to the length of Iwo hundred, and there stn|i 
ped. I have lately resumed it, and (1 believe) shall fini'.h 
It But the subjCLt is fruitful, and will not be compri'.i d 
in a smaller compass than seven or eight hundred versL- 
It turns on the question, whether an education at school or 
at home be preferable, and I shall give the preference to 
the latter I mean that it shall pursue the track of the form- 
er, that IS to say, that it sliall visit Stock in its way 

to publication My design also is to inscribe it to )ou 
But you must see it first , and if, after liaving seen it, you 
should have any objection, though it should be no bigger 
than the title ol an », I will deny myself that pleasure, and 
lind no fault with your refusal I have not been without 
thoughts of adding John Gilpin at the tail of all He has 
made a good deal of noise in the world, and perhaps it 
may not be amiss to show, that though I w rite generally 
with a serious intention, I know how to be occasionally 
iiK'iry The Critical Reviewers charged me with an 
attempt at humour John having been more celebrated 
upon the score ftf humour than most pieces that have 
appeared in modern days, may serve to exonerate me from 
the imputalioii but m this article I am entirely under 
your judgment, and mean to be set down by it All these 
together will make an octavo like the last I should havc 
told you,that the piece w'hich now employs me, is in rlivnu 
1 do not intend to write any more blank It is more ditl i ■ ii\ 
than rhyme, and not so amusing in the composition II, 
when you make the offer of iny book to Johnson, he slmulil 
stroke his chin, and look op to the ceiling andirv — 
“Humph I” — anticipate him (1 beseech you) at oiict, •!> 
saying — “that you know I should be sorry that he should 
undertake for me to his own disadvantage, or that my vo 
hime should be in any degree pressed upon him I mak-- 
him the offer merely because 1 think he would have reasrm 
to complain of me if I did not ” — But that punctilio once 
saiisfacd, It IS a matter of indifference to me what jiublislu r 
scuds me forth It Longman should have diffic ultiLS, 
which IS the more probable, as I understand from you 
that he does not in these cases see with his own eyes, hut 
will consult a brother poet, take no pains to conquer them 
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'llie idea of lieing hawked about, and especially of youi 
being the hawker, is insupportable Nichols (I have heard) 
IS the most learned printer of the present day He may 
be a man of taste as well as of learning , and I suppose 
that you would not want a gentleman usher to introduce 
you He prints the Gentleman’s Maga<(ine, and may serve 
us, if the others should dcdine , if not, give yourself no 
farther trouble about the matter I may possibly cn\y 
authors, who can afford to publish at their own expense, 
and in th.it case should write no more But the mortifica 
tion would nut break iny heart 

I proceed to your corrections, for which I most unaffect- 
edly thank you, adverting to them in their order 

I’.igc 140 — Truth generally, without the article tht, 
would not he sufTicicntly denned There arc many sorts 
ol truth, philosopl j( jl, mathematical, moral, &c , and a 
reader, not much accustomed to hear of religious or scrip 
tural trulli, might possibly, and indeed easily donhl 
what truth was particularly intended I acknowledgi 
th.it grace, in my use of the word, does tnot often occur 
III poetry So iiuithcr docs the subject which I handle 
Kicry subject has its oivii terms, and religious ones taki 
tluirs with must propriety from the Scripture thence I taki 
till M ord AWrt The sarcastic use of it in the moutlis ol 
inlukls 1 admit, but nut their authority to prosenbe it, 
^ sjici lally as God’s favour in the abstract has no other word, 
III all our language, by which it can be expressed 

I’agc 150 Imfiri.i> t/w mmd faDitly, or at «//— I 
jircfcr this line, because of the interrupted run of it, having 
always observed that a little unevenness of this sort, in .a 
long work, has a good effect, — used, I mean, sparingly, and 
with discretion 

Page 137 — This should have been noted first, but wst- 
overlooked 

My sentiments on the subiect of Charles’s decollation an 
peculiar , at least I believe they arc so I think it was a good 
deed, but ill done , that his life was forfeited, but taken 
away ujK>n wrong motives But my notions being peculiar 
are for that reason better suppressed, and I am indebted to 
you for the hint. Be pleased therefore to alter for me thus, 
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with the difference of only one word from the nltor.ition 
proposed by you,— 

We too are friends to royalty. We love, 

The king who la\es the lair, respects hia bounds. 

And reigns content within them 

You ohservoil probably, in your second rcadini;, that I 
allow the life of an animal to he fairly taken air.i), when it 
interferes cither with the interest or convenience of man 
Consequently snails, and all reptiles tli.it spoil our crops, 
cither of fruit, or gram, may be dcstrojed, if we c.in ratcli 
them It gives me real ple.isure, that Mrs Unwin so 
rapidly understood me illank verse, b> the unusual ar- 
rangement of the words, and by the fre(|iieiiL iiirusinn ot 
one line into another, not less tb.in by the style, which rc- 
ipiires a kind of tr.igical iiugmfii cm e, cannot he charge- 
able with much obscurity.— must rather be singiibrly pi r- 
spicuous,— to bo so cMsily comprehended It is my l.iboiir 
and my principal one, to be .is clear as possible You rlo 
aot mistake me, when you suppose that I have a great rts 
poet for the virtue that flies teinptalioo It is that sort of 
[irowess which the whole striin of benpture calls upon us 
to manifest, when assailed iiy sensual evil Interior mis 
(liiefs must be grappled with There is no tlight from 
tnem Uut solicitatiuiis to sin, th.al address tlicmselvcs to 
liar bodily senses, are, I believe, seldom compiered m .any 
olheT way. 

In the introduction to the art of cucumber-raising, in th> ^ 
third book, I might beg you to sulistitute gnats for fleas I 
need not tell you why 

Your mother also has had a letter from Mrs. Powlcy,* in 
ivliich she gives a p.artieular account of her illness, and of 
the consolation she received n the course of it It was 
c'liully refreshing to your mother, who, upon the strength of 
lUeh pleasing evidence of her interests in a better world, 
could have made a cheerful surrender of her into the hands 
<'f her heavenly leather, had he seen good to take her 

We have to trouble you yet tiiice again in the marketing 
>i.iy I want a yard of green satin, to front a winter under 
I' aistcoat, and your mother a compound of prepared hart- 
ihorn Being tolerably honest folks, it is probable that we 
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shall some time or other pay you all our debts These and 
the cream-pot may all come together by the waggon 

I can ea'iilj see that you may have very reasonable objec 
tions to my dedicatory proposal You are a clergyman,! 
and I have banged your order You arc a child of A/m(i\ 
Mater, and I have banged her too I .ay yourself therefore 
under no constraints that 1 do not lay you under, hut' 
consider yourself as perfectly free 

With our best love to you all, I bid you heartly farcwill 
1 am tired of this endless scribblement Adieu ' 

Yours, W C 

CX’CV 

SANDWIOH ISLANDERS -ENOS'S ESSAYS -FIRST 
MENTION TO MR NEWTON OF THE TASK 

lO Jill KI \ JOHN NfcWlON 
iir 1)1 \n lull M), Oct .11), jyst 

I v(ci DL most readily to the justness of your rem.ark oi 
tin. subjci t ol llic triih Roiiuii heroism ^of tlic fe.inclwi’l. 
islanders I’loois oi si'< h ]>ioivess 1 lielicic an. sclduiu 
cvhiliiU’d liy a people mIio hive attuned to a high digrn 
of civili/atiun l<(.liiu.nKiit and prollig.icy of piipcipi. 
•ire too nearly allied, to .idiiiil of any thing so noble iiid 1 
i|ui.slion whether any nistiiKcs of faithful IrKiidsInii, lii^i 
that w Inch so nnii ii aflu ted you in the behaviour of the po'ii 
^s.ivage. wcic produi c'l even by the Rom ins thcnisilves, i,i 
the latter days ol the empire They /rnr/ been a natioi 
whose virtues it is possible not to wonder at IJtit (irieei, 
which w.as to tfieni, what France is to us. a I’andoi.is 
box of miseliief, reduced them to he^ own -.tand.ird, 
and they naturally soon sunk still lower Rthuion .p 
this e.ise seems jnetly much out of the ([ucstiun In L'i> 
production of such heioisin, undebauehed nature hers. ii 
eciual When It.ily was .1 land of heroes, she knew .o 
more of the true (5od than her cieisbeos and her liddltr 
know now , and indeed It Seems a matter of iiidific reiv e, 
whether a man be b. rn under a truth whicli'doe- no. i’. 
flucncc him, or iincler the actual influence of a he , oi ■' 
there be any difference between the two cases, it stems ta 
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1 )C father 111 favour of the latter; for a false persuasion, 
(■,uoh as the Mahometan for instance,) may animate ihi 
courage, and furninh mutnes for the contempt ol deitli, 
while de&pibera of the true religion are piiiii»hed for tlieii 
folly hy being abandoned to the last degrees of d,.pra\ili 
Accordingly we sec a Sandwich islander sacrificini; hmi^ell 
to his dead friend, and our ( hristian seamen and niarincis, 
instead of being impiesscd l>\ i bcnse ot Ins generosity, 
butchering him with a perscveiing cruelty thatwilldis- 
argeo them for ever , for he was a defenceless, unresisting 
enemy, who meant nothing more than to gialifs his lose 
lor the deceased 'I’o slay him in siich c iic umstanc es was 
to murder linn, and with eveiy aggias.iiioii ot ihe i rinu 
1 1 It can be imagincil 

I au\ now reailiii'' i hook which you base neser read, and 
\'U prohihlv It ,, ic id kiios's I 'sa\s L’eili,t|is I 
s’lOlikl pn ili<,,e, tint 1 iiii chisell to such re icling hi the 
11 111 of bo()„s that i.oiii'l I'l isi' me 1 )^ tti r, 111 iliier li i\ mg 
nor th me in, m p,, i niiii iiiy I am noi sons, Iiiiw 
cl I till! 1 Insi 14 I w li hii.i though when 1 liasc .illow 

Ki him the piai* oi i ei’ig i sei’sibk man, and m /n\ way 
I iood one, I hast atloiseil him all Hull i.m afford 
\i 'iller his si, Ic |i|> IS s iiic which is soaii linu's insllffer 
ihly diy and h iid, a ul ' inutiiiies cn’iinn iiled even to an 
iliisi'an t.iwciiiiKss not hu manner, winch is nesei hsely 
iiiiiiout being llie woisc- lor il so unhappy is he in his 
iitempts at c liirac tc I .uid nairation lliil writing cliielly 
I, a the m.aimers, vic^e-., and follu's of the modem cl.iy, to iin 
a< IS at least so far useful, as that he gives me inlormation 
iipon points (once iiiiiig which 1 iKilheT tan or would be 
’n.ijrmed escept by liearsay Of siieb mfornntion, bow 
e\ir I base need, being a writer upon lliose- subjects my 
' .iiid a s.alirieal writer too U is tit, the i fore, m order 
■Ml 1 may (lud fiiill in the right place, that I shciuld know 
"here fault may pi opedy be found 
I am .1 ;aiii at Johnson s in the ,hape of a poc m in hlank 
I iC, ( onsis'jrig of siv books, .nd called the Task 1 be 
la i ,ibout tins time iwelsemonth, aiul writing sometimes 
I Iioiir ,n a d,ay, soineiimcs half a one, and sometimes two 
hours, have lately fiiubhed it 1 mentioned U not sooner, 
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because almost to the last I was doubtful whether I should 
ever bring it to a conclusion, working often m such distress 
of mind, as, while it spurred me to the work, at the same 
time threatened to disqualify me for it. My bookseller 1 
suppose will lie as tardy as before I do not expect to be 
born into the world till the month of March, when I and 
the crocuses shall peep together You may assure yourself 
that I shall take my first opportunity to wait on you I 
mean likewise to gmtify myself by obtruding my Muse upon 
Mr Bacon. 

Adieu, my dc.'ir friend > we are well, and love you 

Yours, and Mrs. Newton’s, W C 

CCCVI. 

OLAO THAT JOHNSON HAS UNDERTAKEN THE 
PUBLICATION-REASONS FOR KEEPINO HIS WORK 
SEORET A WHILE-TIROOINIUM. 

TO THi!, HhV WILLIAM UNWIN. 

MY UKAH nUhNlI, , Nov 1, 17tM 

Werk I to delay my answer, I must yet write without .t 
frank at last, and may as well therefore write ivithout oiu 
now, especially feeling, as I do, a desire to thank you fur 
your friendly offices so well iwrfonned I am gl.ad for >our 
sake, as well as for my own, that you sucreeded in the firs^ 
instance, and that the first trouble proved the last I am 
willing too to consider Johnson’s readiness to aecept a se 
rond volume of mine, as an argument th.^l at least he was no 
loser by the former , 1 collect from it some reasonable hopi. 
that the volume in question may not wrong him neithci 
My imagination tells me, (for I know' you interest yourscll 
in the success of ray productions,) th.'it your heart fluttered 
when you approached liis door, and that it felt itself dis 
charged of a burthen when you came out again You did 
well to mention it at the Thorntons , they will now know 
that you do not pretend to a share in my confidence, w hat 
ever be the value of it, greater than you actually possess 
I wrote to Mr Newton by the last post, to infbrm him that 
I was gone to the press again. He will be surprised, and 
perhaps not pleased . but I think he cannot complaint 
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for he keeps his own authorly secrets without participatiiu' 
them with me. I do not think ni^sctf m the least degree 
injured by his reserve , neither should I, were he to pub 
lish a whole library without favouring me with any previo(i« 
notice of his intentions In these cases it is no violation 
of the laws of friendship not to communicate, though 
there must be a friendship where the communication 
IS made. Hut many reasons may concur m disposing 
.1 wTiter to keep his work a secret, and none of them 
injurious to his friends Tim influeiiLe of one I have 
felt myself, for which none of them would bl.ime me, — I 
mean the desire of surprising .agreeably And if I have 
denied myself this pleasure m your instance, it was only to 
give myself a greater, by eradicating from your mind any 
little weeds of suspicion, that might still remain m it, that 
any man living is nearer to me than yourself I l.id not 
this consideration forced up the lid of my stiong box like 
a lever, it w'ouUl have kept its contents vVith an inviolable 
closeness to the last , and the first new’s that cither you or 
any of my friends would have had of the 'I'ask, they would 
have rcLCivod Irom the public pajiers Hut you know 
now, that nciilier .as poet, nor as man, do I give to any 
man a precedence in my estimation at your expense I am 
{irocceding with my new work (which at present I feel my- 
self much indined to call by the name of Tirocinium) a> 
r.ist as the hlusc permits It has reached the length of 
seven hundred lines, and will probably receive an addition 
ot two or three hundred more When you sec Mr. Smith, 
perhaps you will not find it difficult to procure from him 
half a dozen franks, addressed to yourself, and dated the 
liftecnth of December, in which case, they will all go to 
the post filled with my lucubrations, on the evening of 
th.it day I do not name an earlier, because I hate to he 
hurried , and Johnson cannot want it sooner than, thus 
iiunagcd, it will rc.acli him. 

I am not sorry that John Gilpin, though hitherto he has 
been nobody’s child, is likely to be owmed at last Here 
a id there I can give him a touch that I think will mend 
him, the language in some places not being quite so quaint 
and old-fashioned as it should be , and in one of the stan* 
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iSLS there is a false rhyme When I have thus given thi. 
finishing stroke to his figure, I mc.'in to grace him \\ith twn 
mottoes, a Greek and a I^tin one, which, when the world 
shall sec that I have only a little one of three w-ords to the 
volume Itself, and none to the books of which it consists, 
they will perhaps understand as a stricture upon that pomii 
ous display of literature, with which some authors take 
occasion to crowd their titles Knox, in particular, wlm 
IS a sensible man too, has not, I think, fewer than half a 
do/cn to his Esstiys Adieu, W C 

CCCVTT 

COMMTTNICATmO THE FUBPORT OF HIS TIBOOI- 

NIUM, Ain) ASEma fob a motto to it. 

JO TUI'. RLV WILI.IA.M nUI.I. 

UY GOOD FRIl'MI, NoV 8, 1784 

Thi- Task, as you know, is gone to the press since it 
went I have boon employed in writing another poem, wliuli 
1 am now transcribing, and which, in a short tune, I do 
sign shall follow It is intituled, Tirociiwum, or a Review 
of .Schools , the business and purpose of it are, to censun. 
the want of discipline, and the scnnd.alous inattention tu 
morals, tli.at obtain in them, especially in the largest , and 
tu recommend private tuition as a mode of education pre- 
ferable on all ai euunts , tu eall upon f.ithers to become tu 
tors of their own sons, where that is practicable , to tako 
home a dumestu tutor where it is not , and if neither can 
be done, to pl.u e them under the care of such a man a' 
he to whom I am writing , some rural parson, whose atteii 
tion IS limited to a few 

Now what want I ? —A motto I have taken mottoi.' 
from Virgil and Horace till I begin to fear lest the world 
should discover (what indeed is the case) that I have no 
other authors of the Roman class F ind me one thcrefori 
in any of your multitudinous volumes, no matter whcthir 
it be taken from Burgersdicius, Bogtrotlius or Puddengul 
pius , the more recondite the better, the world will suppose 
that at least 1 am familiar with the author whom I quote, 
and though the supposition will be an erroneous one, it 
will do them no harm, and me some good. 
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When you have found it, bnng it with you, either to-nior- 
rovi, Saturday, or Monday One of those three dajs )OU 
ind }Our son must dine with us Choose, and let us know 
IN Inch you choose, in an answer by the bearer 

Yours, with our joint love to Mrs Bull, 

WM. COWPER 


CCCVIII 

SBNDlNa A 8PE0IMEN OF THE TASK. 

TO THE HI \ JOHN NLW TON 
MY DEAR raiKMi, Nov 27, 17H4 

All the interest tlut you Like m my new publication, 
iiid all the pleas that you urge in behalf of your right to 
my confidence, the moment 1 had read your letter, struck 
me as so many proofs of your regard , of a fnendshij), m 
iihich distance and time make no abatement But it is 
iliilicult to adjust oppoiite claim-, to the salisfac tion of all 
nitics I have tloiie my best, and must leave it to jour 
I indour to put a jiAt interpn tation upon all that Ins p iss 
III, and to give me iredit for it, as a certain truth, that 
.hatever seeming defects m point of attention and attach- 
mi.iit to you, my coiuUutonthisoccasionmayh.iveaji- 
,i< sred to have been ( hargcabic with, I am in reality as 
1 kar of all real ones as you would w ish to find me 
I send you enclosed, in the first place, a copy of the 
('veriisemcnt to the resadcr, which .lecounls for iny title, 
iUt otherwise easily accounted for secondly, what is 
' ailed an argument, or a summary of the contents of eac h 
'<ook, more cir< uinstaiitial and clilfuse hy far than that 
•ducli I have sent to the press It will give you a pretty ac-| 
< urate acqiiamtani cs w itli my matter, though the tenons and 
.iUitUscs, hy which the seviral jxissngcs are connected, and 
'.t into each Ollier, c.uniot be e\pl lined in a syllabus, — 

, ind lastly, art extract, as you desired The subject of it I 
' ail sure will please you , and is I have admitted into my 
"s'Cnption no images but what are scriptural, and have 
nied as exactly as I could at the plain and simple subli 
’"ity of the scripture language, 1 have liojics the manner of 
may please you too As far as the numbers and diction 
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are concerned, it may serve pretty well for a sample of the 
whole But the subjects being so various, no single passage 
can in all respects be a specimen of the book at large. 

My principal purpose is to allure the reader, by character, 
by scenery, by imagery, .and such political embellishments, 
to the reading of what may profit him. Subordinately to 
this, to combat that predilection in favour of a metropolis, 
that beggars and exhausts the country, by evacuating it of 
all Its principal inhabitants : and collaterally, and as far as 
IS consistent with this double intention, to have a stroke at 
vice, vanity and folly, wherever I find them I have not 
sp.ared the Universities A letter which apiieared in the 
(icncral Evening Post of Saturday, said to b.avc been re 
ceived by a general officer, and by him sent to the press, 
as worthy of public notice, and which has all the appear 
ance of authenticity, would alone justify the severest censure 
of those bodies, if any such justifiiation were wanted Bj 
way of supplement to what I have written on this subject, 
I have added a poem, called ^^BJLiOUua, which is m rhjnfi 
It treats of the scandalous relaxation 6f discipline, that 
obtains in almost all schools universally, but cspmally in 
the largest, w'hich arc so negligent in the article of morals, 
that boys .arc debauched in general the moment they arc 
capable of being so It recommends the office of tutor to 
the father, where there is no real impediment , the c\pe 
dient of a domestic tutor, where there is , and the dispos.al 
of bo)s into the hands of a respectable country clorgym.(n 
who limits his attention to two, in all cases where they can 
not be conveniently educated at home Mr Unwin happilj 
aSbrdiiig me an instance in point, the poem is inscribed to 
him Von will now T hniTc command your hunger to be 
pnont- .and ho satisfiwi arillt Innphpnn that f send, till 
romps That piecemeal perusal of the work, sheet 
by sheet, would be so dixadvantageoiis to work itself, and 
therefore so uncomfortable to me, that I dare say, you will 
waive your desire of it A poem thus disjointed, cannot 
possibly be fit for any body’s inspection but the author’s 

Tully’s rule — “ Nufh dm stne Itnea ” — will make a voluim 
m less time than one would suppose 1 adhered to it 
Tigidh, that though more than once I found three lines as 
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many as I had time to compass, still I wrote ; and finding 
occasionally, and as it might happen, a more fluent vein, 
the abundimce of one day made me amends for the barren- 
ness of another But I do not mean to write blank verse 
again Not having the music of rhyme, it requires so close 
an attention to the pause and the cadence, and such a 
peculiar mode of expression, as render it, to me at least, 
the most difficult species of poetry that I have ever med- 
dled with. 

I am obliged to you, and to Mr Bacon, for your kind 
remembrance of me when you meet No artist can excel 
as he does, without the finest feelings , and every man that 
has the finest feelings is, and must be, amiable 
Adieu, my dear friend > 

Aflcctionately yours, VV C 


CCCIX 

MB NEWTON'S •WISH TO SEE TEE PEOOF SHEETS 
OF THE TASK-BEASONS FOB NOT AOOEDINO TO 
IT-FIOTUBE OF LUNABDI 

TO THE REV WII.I.IAU UNWIN 
111 DEAR FRIEND, NoV 29, 1784 

I AM happy that you are ple.ascd,and accept it as an earn- 
est that I shall not, at least, disgust the public For though 
I know your partiality to me, I know at the same time with 
vihat laudable tenderness you feel for your own reputation, 
.snd that for the sake of that most delicate part of your pro- 
perty, though you would not criticise me with an unfriendly 
and undue severity, you would however beware of being 
satisfied too hastily, and with no warrantable cause for being 
so I called you the tutor of your two sons, in contempla- 
tion of the certainty of that event, and accounting it no 
s ilation of truth to assert that as true to-day which will 
he so to-morrow It is a fact in suspense, not in fiction 
My principal errand to you now is to give you informa- 
tion on the following subject The moment Mr. Newton 
knew, (and I took care that he should learn it first from me,) 

• 41 
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that I communicated to you what I had concealed fVom 
him, and that you \icrc my authorship’s go-between with 
Johnson on this occasiori, he sent me a most friendly letter 
indeed, but one in ever} line of which I could hear the 
soft murmur of something like mortiiication, that could 
not be entirely suppressed It contained nothing, however, 
that you yourself would have blamed, or that I had not 
every reason to consider as evidence of his regard to me 
He cnnrludcd the subject with desiring to know somethini; 
of my plan, to be favoured with an extract by way of speci- 
men, or, (which he should like better still,) with wishing me 
to order Johnson to send him a proof as fast as they were 
jinntcd off Determining not to accede to this last request 
for many reasons, (but especially because I would no more 
show my poem piecemeal, than 1 would my house if I had 
one , the merits of the structure, in either case, being 
equally liable to suffer by such a partial view of it,) I have 
endeavoured to compromise the di (Terence between us, and 
to satisfy him without disgracing myself The proof-sheets 
1 have absolutely, though civilly refused ' Ilut I have sent 
him a copy of the arguments of each book, more dilated 
and circumstantial than those inserted in the work , and to 
these I have added an extract as he desired , selecting as 
most suited to this taste, —The view of the restoration of 
all things — which you recollect to have seen near the end 
• of the last book I hold it necessary to tell you this, 
lest, if you should call iijxin him, he should startle you hv 
discovering a degree of information upon the subject, which 
you could not otherwise know how to reconcile, or to 
account for 

You have executed your commissions li t/iervt ilk <. 
not only approve, but admire No apology was wantinu 
for the balance stmek at the bottom, which we accounted 
rather a beauty than a deformity Pardon a poor poet, whu 
cannot speak even of pounds, shillings, and pence, but in 
his own way 

I have read i^unardi with pl&isurc He is a lively, sen 
sible young fellow, and I suppose a very favourable samplc 
of the Italians When I look at his picture, I can fancy 
that I see in him that good sense and courage that no 
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doubt were legible in the face of a young Roman two 
thousand years ago 

Your affectionate. W C 


ceex. 

DEFEKDINO THE TITLE OF THE TASK. AHD 
THOSE OF ITS SEPARATE BOOKS. 

TO THE KEY JOHN NEWTON 
MY DKAH FRIBHD, Dee 11, 1784. 

Having imitated no m-in, I may reasonably hope that t 
shall not incur the disadvantage of a cniiiparison with my 
betters Milton’s manner was peculiar So is Thomson’s He 
that should write like either of them, would, in my judg- 
ment, deserve the name of a copyist, but not of a poet. 
A judicious and sensible render therefore, like yourself, 
will not say that my manner is not good, because it docs 
not resemble theirs, but will rather consider what it is in 
Itself Blank verfo is susceptible of a much greater diver- 
sification of manner, than verse in rhyme and why the 
modern writers of it have all thought proper to cast their 
numbers alike, I know not Certainly it w.as not necessity 
that comiMillcd them to it I flatter myself however that I 
h.ive avoided that sameness with others, which would 
entitle me nothing but a share in one common oblivion ^ 
with them all It is possible that, as the reviewer of my 
former volume found cause to say that he knew not to 
what class of writers to refer me, the reviewer of this, 
whosoever he shall be, may see occasion to remark the 
s.'imc singularity At any rate, though as little apt to be 
sanguine as most men, and more prone to fear and despond, 
than to overrate my own productions, I am persuaded that 
[ shall not forfeit any thing by this volume that 1 gained 
by the last 

As to the title, I take it to be the best that is to be had 
1 1 IS not possible that a book, including such a variety 
of subjects, and in which no particular one is predominant, 
"hould find a title adapted to them all In such a case, it 
seemed almost necessary to accommodate the name to the 
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incident that gave birth to the poem , nor does it appear to 
me, that because I performed more than my task, therefore 
the Task is not a suitable title A house would still be a 
house, though the builder of it should make it ten times as 
big as he at lint intended I might indeed, following the 
example of the Sunday newsmonger, call it the dip But 
I should do myself wrong , for though it has much variety, 
It has, I trust, no confusion < 

For the same reason none of the ulterior titles apply 
themselves to the contents at laige of that book to which 
they belong They are, every one of them, taken either 
from the leading, (I should say the introductory,) passage 
of that particular book, or from tliat which makes the most 
conspicuous figure in it. Had I set off with a design to 
write upon a gridiron, and had I actually written near two 
hundred lines upon that utensil, as I have upon the Sofa, 
the Gndiron should have been my title But the Sofa, 
being, as T may say, the starting-post from which I address 
cd myself to the long race that I soon conceived a design 
to run. It acquired a just pre-eminence in my account, and 
voi, veiy worthily advanced to the titular honour it enjoys, 
its right being at least so far a good one, that no word in 
the language could pretend a better 
The 'rimc-piccc appears to me, (though liy some accident 
the import of that title has escaped you,) to have a degree 
, of propriety beyond the most of them The book to which 
it belongs is intended to strike the hour that gives notice 
of approaching judgment, and dealing pretty largely in 
the signs of the times, seems to be denominated, as it is, 
with a sufficient degree of accommodation to the subject 
As to the word svorm, it is the very appellation which 
Milton himself, in a certain passage eff the Paradise Lost, 
gives to the serpent Not having the book at hand, 1 
cannot now refer to it; but I am sure of the fact 
I am mistaken, too, if ShakspeaFs g eopatr a do not call 
the asp, by which she thought fit to destroy herself, 
by the same name But not having read the play 
these five-and-twenty years, I will not affirm it. They 
are, however, without all doubt, convertible terms. ^ 
worm IS a small serpent, and serpent is a large wonn 
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And when an epithet significant of the most terrible species 
of those creatures is adjoined, the idea is surely sufficiently 
ascertained. No animal of the vermicular or serpentine 
kind IS crested, but the most formidable of all 
We do not often sec, or rather feel, so severe a frost 
before Christmas Unexpected, at least by me, it had 
likf to have been too much for any greenhouse, my myrtles 
having found themselves yesterday morning in an .itnios- 
phere so cold that the mercury was fallen eight degrees 
below the freezing point 

We are truly sorry for Mrs Newton's indisposition, and 
shall be glad to hear of her recovery We arc most liable 
to colds at this season, a cold is most difficult to cure 
Be pleased to remember us to the young ladies and to 
all under your roof and elsewhere, who are mindful of us 
.\nd believe me 

Your affectionate WM COWl’KR 
Your letters arc gone to their address The oysters vicre 
very good. 


ceexi 

INSOBIPTION OF TIBOOINIUM-BEASON FOB COM 
fumentino bishop bagot-mb. newton HUBT 
OONCEBNIHO THE TASS. 

10 THh. KLV WIllIWI UNWIN 
MV IIKAK FKIliNO, DoC lb, ITSl 

I coNUOi.r With you, that you had the trouble to .isc'.nd 
St Paul’s in vain, but at the same time rongmtulate you, 
that you escaped an ague I should lx; very well pleased 
to have a fair prospect of a balloon under sail, with a [ihilo- 
sopher or two on board, but at the same time should lx 
very sorry to expose myself, for any length of time, to thi 
rigour of the upjicr regions, at this sc.’ison, for the sake of 
'1 The travellers theinselvcs, 1 suppose, are secured from 
dl injuries of the «c.athti by that fervency of spirit nd 
•Imitation of ’mind, which must needs accompany them m 
their flight , advantages, which the more composed and 
phlegmatic spectator iS not equally possessed of 
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The inscription of the poem is mwe yom own alTue 
than any other person’s You have therefore an undouht 
ed right to fashion it to your mind, nor have I the least 
objection to the slight alteration that you have made m it 
I inserted what you have erased for a reason that ivas per- 
haps rather chimerical than solid. I feared, however, that 
the Reviewers, or some of my very sagaaous readers, ^ot 
more merciful than they, might suspect that there was i 
secret design in the wind , and tliat author and friend had 
consiilt(.d in nhat manner author iiMght best introduce 
friend to public notice, as a cleigyman every way qualified 
to entertain a pupil ot two, if peradventurc any gentleman 
of fiirtime were iii want of a tutor for his children I there- 
fore .idded the words — “i\nd of his two sons only” —by 
nay of insinuating, that you are perfectly satisfied with 
your present cli.irgc, and that you do not wish for more , 
thus meaning to obviate an illiberal construction, which we 
aio both of us iiic.ipahlcof dc'scrving. But the same enu 
lion not having apiicared to you as necessary, 1 am very 
willing and rcody to suppose th.it it is not, so 

I intended in my last to have given you my reasons foi 
the compliment 1 have p.iicl Bishop Bagot, lest, know mu 
tlial I liave no personal connexion with him, you should 
siispec t me of h.ivuig done it rather too much at a venture 
In the fir-it place, then, 1 wished the world to kiuiw that 1 
h.ivc no objection to a bishop, yu/fl bishop In the second 
^ place the brothers were all five my schoolfellows, and very 
amiable and valuable hoys they were 'I’liirdly, I.ewis, the 
bishop, had been rudely .ind coarsely treated in the Month 
ly Review, on account of a sermon, which appeared to me, 
when I read their extract from it, to deserve tlie highest 
commendations, as exhibiting exjilicit proof both of his 
good sense, and his unfeigned piety Tor these causes me 
thereunto moving, [ felt myself happy in an opportunity to 
do public honour to a worthy man, who had been publicU 
traduced , and indeed the reviewers themselves have siiici 
repented of their aspersions, and have travelled not alittU 
out of their way in order to retract them, having taken 
occasion by the sermon preached at the bishop’s visitation 
at Norwich, to say every thing handsome of his lordshipi 
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who, whatever might lie the ment of the'" discourse, in that 
ni-<tanre, at least, could himself lay claim to no other than 
that of being a hearer 

Since T wrote, I have had a letter from Mr Newton, 
that did not please me, and returned an answer to it, that 
possibly may not have pleased him Hts was fretful and 
pcLMsh and mine, if not chargcehlc with e\actly the same 
ipialitics, was however dry and unsavoury enough Wl 
- ihali I ome togcthi-r again soon, I suppose, u))on as ami- 
calile terms as usual but at present he is in a slate of 
iiiortification He would hate been pleased, had the hook 
pa-ised out of his hands into yours, or even out ul yours 
into his, so that he had previously luil opportunity to ad 
Mic a measure which I pursued without Ins reconimeiula 
iion, and had seen I lu‘ poems 111 manuscrifrt lint niy de 
sign was to pay you a w liol» eomplimeni, and I have done 
It If he says nion on the sulijut, I sli.ill speak freely, 
111(1 perhaps please Inin less linn 1 hivi done aheady 

Wo wisIkhI to iwi e thanked \ou sooner lor three fine 
I <)(], with slirinips»aii<l oy<ti !■' -’1 o\ client in tlieir way 
>)iU knew nut whore a loUei iiiiglit liinl you 

Yours with love to all, W f 

CCCXII 

A FBAOMENT-EPITAFH ON OK JOHNSON -UK 
PAGE'S REMOVAL FROM 0LNE7. 

1785, 

TO am; kfv john nhvidn 

pfan J7S> 

« « » * * 

1 have observed, and you must have had oceasion to 
I ri',erve it oftencr than I, that when a man, who oini 
•'LLiuLd to be a Christian, has jiut oil tli it ( harac ter, atitl 
losimicd Ins old one, he loses, logelhcr with the grace which 
' seemed to possess, the most ainiablu |Kirt of the charac 
li-i that he rtsiimes The best fcatuies of Ins natural fac e 
'Ctni to be struck out, that, after having worn religion 
only as a handsome mask, he may make a more disgusting 
appearance than he did before he assumed it. 
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According to your request, 1 subjoin my Epitaph on Dr 
Johnson ; at least I mean to do it, if a drum, which at this 
moment announces the arrival of a giant in the town, will 
give me leave 1 have not yet sent the copy to the Maga 
zine 


EPITAPH ON DR. JOHitHClN 
tfere Johnion liea— a im^e, by all allow’d. 

Whom to have bred may well make England ptond ; 
Whose prose was eloquence by wisdom tanght, 

The graceful vehicle or virtuous thought ; 

Whose verse may claim grave, masculine, and strong 
Superior praise to the mere poet’s song ; 

Who many a noble gift from Heaven possessed 
And faith at last— alone worth all the rest. 

Oh man immortal, dy a double prise 
On earth by fame, by favour in the skies 

Mr Page has quitted the country, having neither lelt 
admirers behind him, nor taken any with him , unless per- 
haps his wife be one, which admits some doubt He 
quarrelled with most of his acqu-iintanoe, and the rest grew 
sick of him Even his friend Maurice Smith was of tins 
number He even quarrelled with his auctioneer m the 
midst of the sale of his goods, and would not permit him 
to proceed, rinishing that matter himself He took leave 
of his audience in these words , “And now let us pray fni 
your wicked Virar.” Yours, WM COWPUR 


CCCXITI 

MB. BEWTONS FEELINQS OONCBBIUNO THE TASK 
-EPITAPH ON DB. JOHNSON -BALLOONS 

TO Tin- Ktv WILMAM UNWIN 
MY HEAR WILMAM, Olucy, Jan. 15, I7H.'> 

Your letters arc always welcome Vou can always eitlur 
find something to say, or can amuse me and yourself with 
a sociable and friendly way of saying nothing I nevei 
found that a letter was the more easily written, because tin 
writing of It had been long delayed On the qontraiy, e\ 
pcriencc has taught me to answer soon, that I may do u 
without difficulty It is in vain to wait for an accumulation 
of materials in a situation such as yours and mine, produc 
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tiVe of few events. At the end of otir expectations Mre shall 
find ourselves as poor as at the beginning • 

I can hardly tell you with any certainty of information 
upon that terms Mr Newton and I may be supposed to 
stand at present. A mouth, I believe, has passed since 1 
heard from him But my frtseur having been in liOndoni 
in the course of this week, whence he returned last night, 
and having called at Hoxton, brought me his love, and an 
excuse for his silence, which (he said) had been occasioned 
by the frequency of his preachings at this season He w'as 
not pleased that my manuscript was not first transmitted to 
him, and I have cause to susi>ect that he was even morti- 
fied at being informed, that a certain insenbed poem wxs 
not inscribe to himself But we shall jumble together 
again, as people that k-ivc an affection for each other at 
bottom, notwithstanding now and then a slight disagree- 
ment, always do 

I know not whether Mr Smith has .acted m consequence 
of your hint, or whether, not needing one, he transmitted 
to us his bounty, »before he had received it He has how- 
ever, sent us a note for twenty pounds , with which wc have 
performed wonders, in behalf of r.igged and the starved. 
He IS a most extraordinary young man, and though I shall 
probably never see him, will always have a niche in the 
museum of my reverential remembrance 
The death of Dr Johnson has set a thousand scribblers 
to work, and me among the rest. While I lay in bed, ' 
waiting till I could reasonably hope that the parlour might 
be ready for me, I invoked the Muse, and composed the 
following 

EITTAPH 

Here Johnson lies— a eaxe, by all allow’d. 

Whom to li tve bred, may well make England proud ; 
Whose prose was Klocinenoo, by Wisdom taught, 

The graceful vehicle of virtnous thought , 

Whose verse may claim grave, masculine, and strong, 
Snpepor praise to the m< re poet’s song i 
How many a noble gift from Heav’n possest’d. 

And faith at last, alone worth all the rest, 

O man. Immortal by a double prize. 

By fame on earth, by glory in the akice I 
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It IS destined, I believe, to the Gentleman’s Magazine, 
wljich I consider as a respectable repository for small mat- 
ters, which, when entrusted to a newspaper, can expect but 
the duration of a day But Nichols having at present a 
small piece of mine in his hands, not yet printed,— (it is 
called the Poplar field, and I suppose you have it,) — I wait 
till his obstetrical aid has brought that to light, before 1 
send him a new one. In his last he published my epitaph 
upon 'I'mey which, I likewise imagine, has been long in 
your collection 

Not a word yet from Johnson I am easy, however, 
upon that subject, being assured that so long as his own 
interest is at stake, he will not w.mt a monitor to remind 
him of the proper time to publish. 

You and your family have our sincere love Forget not 
to present my respectful compliments to Miss Unwin, and, 
if you have not done it alrciuly, thank her on my part for 
the very agreeable narrative of Tmnardi He is a young 
man, I presume, of great good sense and spirit, (his letters, 
at le.'ist, and his enterprising turn, bespeak him such,) a 
man qualified to shine not only among the stars, but in the 
more useful, though humbler sphere of terrestrial occupa- 
tion 

I have been crossing the channel in a balloon, ever since 
I re.'id of that achievement by Blanchard I have an in- 
satiable thirst to know the philosophical reason, why his 
' vehicle had like to have fallen into the sea, when, for aught 
that appears, the gas was not at all exhausted Did nut 
the extreme cold condense the inflammable air, and cause 
the globe to collapse ? Tell me, and be my Apollo for 
ever ' Aflectionately yours, W C 

CCCXIV 

IMPBISONED FIBST BT FBOST, AND NOW 
BY THAW-POLITIOS. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ. 

MY DKAB FHIKND, Jop. S2, 1785 

The departure of the long frost, by which we were pin- 
ched and squeezed together for three weeks, is a mo'-t 
agreeable circumstance. The weather is now (to speak 
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poetically) genial and jocund ; and the appearance of the 
sun, after so tedious an eclipse, peculiarly welcome I'or 
were it not that I have a gravel-walk about si\ty yard^ long, 
where 1 take my daily exercise, I should be obliged to look 
at a fine day through the window, without any other enjoy- 
ment of It j — a country rendered impassable by frost, tliat 
has been at last resolved into rottenness, keeps me so close 
a prisoner l-ong live the inventors .and improvcrii of 
lialloons ' It IS always clear oaerhead, and by and by we 
shall use no other road 

How will the Parliament employ thenisehcs when they 
meet ? — to any purpose, or to none, or only to a liad one ? 
They are utterly out of my favour 1 desjiair of them 
altogether Will they pass an act for the cultivation of the 
royal wildernesses ? Will they make effectual provision for 
a northern fislicry ? Will they establish a new sinking fund, 
that shall infallibly pay off the national debt ^ I say 
nothing about a more wiual rcprescnlalion, because, unless 
they bestow u[ion jirivate gentlemen of no property a privi- 
li .^e of voting, I ^and no < h im c of ever lieing represent 
cd myself Will tliey a< hicve all these wonders, or none 
of them ? And shall I derive no other advantage from 
the great Witena-< Icinot of the nation, than merely to 
their debates, for twenty folios of which I would not give 
one farthing ? 

Yours, my dear fnend, WM COWPKR 
CCCXV 

PSINTINO OF THE TASK COMMENCED-HIS OOH- 
TRIBHTIOHS TO THE OFNTLEMAN’S MAGAZINE 
-LOSO ABOHIBALI} HAMILTON WISHES TO BE- 
COl^ ACQUAINTED WITH HIM -MB. TEEDON. 

TO THli REV WILI ISM UNWIN 

-•Y OSAR IRIEND, Feb 7, 1785 

VV'> live in 01 state of such uninterrupted retirement, in 
^hich incidents worthy to be recorded occur so seldom, 
ihat I always sit down to wntc with a discouraging convic- 
tion that 1 have nothing to say 'Ihe event commonly 
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Justifies the presage. For when I have filled my sheet, I 
find that I have said nothing Be it known to you, however, 
that I nlay now at least communicate a piece of intelligence 
to which you will not be altogether indifferent, that 1 have 
received, and revised, and returned to Johnson, the two first 
proofs sheets of iny new publication The business was 
dispatched indeed a fortnight ago, since when 1 have heard 
from him no further From such a beginning, however, I 
venture to prognosticate the progress, and in due time the 
conclusion of the matter 

In the last Gentleman's Magazine my Poplar Field ap- 
pears, I have accordingly sent up two pieces more, — a 
l.atin translation of it, which you have never seen, and 
another on a Rosebud, the neck of which I inadvertently 
broke, which, whether you have seen or not, I know not 
As fast as Nichols prints off the poems I send him, new 
ones My remittance usually consists of two , and he pub 
lishes one of them at a time I may indeed furnish him 
at this rate, without putting myself to any great inconvc 
nience hor my last supply was trailsmittcd to him in 
August and is but now exhausted 

I communicate the following anecdote at your mother’s 
instance, who will suffer no part of my priise to be sunk 
in oblivion A certain Ixircl Archibald Hamilton ha‘< 
hired the house of Mr Small at Clifton, in our neighbour 
hood, for a hunting scat I'hcrc he lives at present with 
his wife and daughter They are an exemplary family in some 
respects, and I believe an aniMblc c e in all The Rev 
Mr Jones, the curate of that parish, who often dines with 
them by invitation on a Su.iday, rccoinincndcd my volume 
to their reading , and his lordship, after having perused a 
part of It, expressed to the said Mr Jones an ardent desire 
to be acquainted with the author, from motives which nn 
great modesty will not suffer 'me to particularize. Mr 
Jones, however, like a wise man, informed his lordship, 
that for certain special reasons and causes Ithad declined 
going into company for many years, and that therefore he 
must not hope for nyy acquaintance His lordship moiit 
civilly subjoined that he was very sorry for it. 
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“ And IS that all ?’’ say you Now, were I to hear you 
say so, I should look foolish and say — “Yes” — But having 
you at a distance, I snap my fingers at you, and say— “ No, 
that IS not all " Mr. Teedon, who favours us now and 
then with his company in an evening, as usual, was not 
long since discoursing with that eloquence which is so 
peculiar to himself, on the many providential interpositions 
that had taken place in his favour “ He had wished for 
m.'iny things (he said,) which, at the time when he formed 
those wishes, seemed distant and improbable, some of them 
indeed impossible .\mong other wishes that he had in 
dulged, one was, that, he might be connected with men of 
genius and aliilily , — and in my connexion with this worthy 
gentleman, (said, he, turning to me,) that wish 1 am sure, 
IS amply gratified ” You may suppose that I felt the sweet 
gush out upon iny forehead, when I heard this speech , and 
<1 you do, you will not be at all mistaken So much was 
1 delighted with the delicacy of that incense 

'I'hus far I proceeded easily enough , and here T laid 
lown my open, add spent some minutes in recollection, cn- 
de.avouring to find sonic subject, with which I might fill 
'ill little blank some subject But none presents itscll 
1' ircwell Ihercforc, and remember those who arc mind- 
1.1 of you ' 

Present our love to all your comfortable fire side, and 
clieve me ever most affectionately yours, W C 

I'liey that read Greek with the accents would pronounce ' 
iiO sin otxew, as an n But I do not hold with that prac- 
I'l e, though educated in it 1 should therefore utter it just 
Is 1 do the Latin word taking the quantity for niy 
^uidc 


CCCXVI 

OPINION OF THE OBEAT-UNBEABONABLENESS OF 
HIS OWN niFATlElraE WITH THE FBINTEB’S 
DELAY. 

• TO THE REV WILLIAM UNWIN 
uv DEAR WILLIAM, Maroh 20, 1785. 

I THANK you for your letter It made me laugh, and 
cherc are not many things capable of being contained with 

• 42 



494 


cowfeb’s lettebs. 


in the dimensions of a letter, for which I sec cause to be 
more thankful I was pleased too to sec my opinion of his 
Ixirdship’s nonchalaiue upon a subject that you had so 
much at heart, completely venfied. I do not know that the 
eye of a nobleman was ever dissected I cannot help sup- 
posing however that, were that organ, as'it exists in the head 
of such a personage, to be accurately examined, it would 
be found to differ materially in its construction from the 
eye of a nmmoner , so very different is the view of that 
men in an elevated, and in an humble station, have of the 
same object What appears great, sublime, beautiful, and 
important, to you and to me, when submitted t6 the notice 
of my lord, or his grace, and submitted too with the utmost 
humility, I either too minute to be visible at all, or if seen, 
seems trivial, and of no account My supposition therefore 
seems not altogether chimerical 
In two months I have corrected proof sheets to the 
amount of ni ietj-si\ pages, and no more In other words, 
I have received three packets Nothing is quick enough 
for mipaticnce, and 1 suppose that the impatience of an 
luthor has the quickest of all possible movements. It 
appears to me hoivcver that at this rate we shall not publish 
till next autumn Should you happen therefore to pass 
Johnson’s door, pop in your head as jou go, and just insi- 
nuate to him, that, were his remittances rather more fre- 
(luent, that frequency would be no inconvenience to me I 
'much expected one this evening, a fortnight having now 
elapsed since the arrival of the lost But none came, and I 
felt myself a little mortified I took up the newspaper 
however, and read it There I found that the emperor and 
the Dutch are, after all their negotiations, going to war 
Such reflections as these struck me A great part of 
EurojH! IS going to be involved in the greatest of all cala 
niities — troops are in motion, — artillery is drawn together, 
— cabinets are busied in contnving schemes of blood and 
devastation, — thousands will perish, who are incapable of 
understanding the dispute , and thousands, who, whatever 
the event may be, are little more interested in it than my- 
self, will suffer unspeakable hardships in the course of the 
quarrel Well ! Mr, Poet, and bow then? You have 
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composed certain verses, which you arc desirous to sec in 
print, and because the impression seems to be delayed, 
you are displeased, not to say dispirited . — be ashamed of 
yourself ' you live in a world in which your feelings may 
find worthier subjects , — be concerned for the havoc of 
nations, and mourn over your retarded volume when you 
find a dearth of more important tragedies * 

You postpone certain topics of conference to our next 
meeting. When shall it take place 7 I do not wish for 
you just now, because the garden is a wilderness, and so is 
all the country around us In May we shall have asparagus, 
and plenty of cucumbers, and weather m which we may 
stroll to Weston , at least we may hope for it , therefore 
conic in May , you will find us happy to receive you, and 
as much of your fair household as you can bring with you. 

We arc very sorry for your Uncle’s indisposition The 
approach of summer seems however to be much in his 
favour, that season being of all remedies for the rhuematism 
I believe the mqjit efTectiul 

I thank you for your intelligence concerning the celebrity 
of John (lilpin. You may be sure ilut it was agreeable , 
— but your own feelings on occasion of that article pleased 
me most of all. Well my friend, be comforted ' You had 
not an opportunity of saying publicly, “ I know the 
Author ” But the author himself will say as much for you 
soon, and perliaps will feel in doing so a gratification et|ii.iU 
to your own 

In the affair of face-pamting, I am precisely of your 
opinion Adieu VV f' 


CCCXVII 

JOHN GILPIN-VANITT OF POFTTLAS APPLAUSE. 

TO THE REV JOHN NEWTON 

UT DSAB raiRND, April S2, 17M5 

When I received your account of the great celebrity of 
John Gilpm, I felt myseli both flattered and grieved 
Being man,and having in my composition all the ingredients 
of which other men ate made, and vanity among the rest, it 
pleased me to reflect that I was on a sudden liccomc so 



496 


COWPSB’S tETTESS. 


famous, and that all the world was busy enquinng after me , 
but the next moment, recollecting my former self, and that 
thirteen years ago, as harmless as John’s history is, I should 
not then have written it, my spirits sank, and 1 was ashamed 
of my success Your letter was followed the next post by one 
from Mr Unwin You tell me that 1 am rivalled by Mrs 
Bellamy , and he, that I have a competitor for fame, not 
less formidable, in the Learned Pig. Alas < what is an au- 
thor’s popularity worth, in a world that can suffer a prosti- 
tute on one side, and a pig on the other, to eclipse his bright- 
est glories 7 lam therefore sufficiently humbled by these 
considerations , and unless I should hereafter be ordained 
to engross the public attention by means more magnificent 
than a song, am persuaded that I shall suffer no real detri- 
ment by their applause I have produced many things, 
under the influence of despair, which hope would not have 
permitted to spring. But if the soil of that melancholy, in 
which I have walked so long, has thrown up here and there 
an unprofitable fungus, it is well, at least, that it is not 
chargeable with having brought forth poison Like you, I 
see, or think I can see, that Gilpin may have his use 
Causes, in appearance trnial, produce often the most bene- 
ficial consequences , and perhaps my volumes may now 
travel to a distance, which, if they had not been ushered 
into the world by that notable horseman, they would never 
have reached 

' I hope that neither the master of St Paul’s or any other 
school, who may have commenced my admirer on John’s 
account, will write me for such a reason , yet a little while, 
and if they have laughed with me, their note will be 
changed, and perhaps they will revile me Tirocinium is 
no friend of theirs, on the contrary, if it have the effect I 
wish It to have, it will prove much their enemy , for it gives 
no quarter to modern pedagogues, but finding them all alike 
guilty of supineness and neglect in the affair of morals, con 
demns them, both schoolmasters and heads of colleges, 
without distinction Our temper differs somewhat from 
that of the ancient Jews They would neither dance nor 
weep We indeed weep not, if a man mourn unto us , but 
1 must needs say, tliat, if he pipe, we seem disposed to 
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dance with the greatest alacrity I ought to tell you that 
this remark has a reference to John ('iilpin, otherwise hav- 
ing been jumbled a little out of its place you might be at a 
loss for the explication 

Yours, W C 

CCCXVIII 

THE MASTEE OF ST. PAUL’S SOHOOL WISHES TO 
WEITE TO THE AUTHOR OF JOHN OILPIN-MB. 
NEWTON SATISFIED ABOUT THE TASK-OLD 
ACQUAINTANCE-A BIRD'S NEST 

lO 'llll!. KI1.V WIIIIAM UNWIN 
UY DXAH VRIFND, April .10, 1785. 

1 RETURN you thanks for a letter so warm with the in- 
telligence of the celebrity of John Clilpin 1 little thoiiglu, 
when I mounted him upon my I’cgastis, tli.it he would be- 
come so famous I has e learned also, from Mr Newton,^ 
that he is cqu.illy renowned m Scotland, aiul th.at a l.ady 
there had undertaken to write a second part, on tin sub 
jeet of Mrs (jilpin’s return to l.ondon, but not sue n cding 
in It as she wished, she dropped It llcUlls me likewise, 
that the head master of St Paul’s school, (who he is 1 
know not,) has com cived, in ronseiiucmc of the ciitir- 
tainment that John h.ts .iirordcd him, a vchciii 'nt des>re to 
write to me I.ct us hope he will alter his mind , for should 
we even exchange civilities uiion the oi r.asion, 'I irociniuiii 
will spoil all The great estimation however m which this 
knight of the stone-bottles is held, may turn out .i i irciiiii 
stance propitious to the volume of which hi-, history will 
make a part Those events that prove the prelude to our 
greatest success, are often apparently trivial m themselves, 
and such as seemed to promi:>c nothing I'ii' disappoint 
nicnt that Horace mentions is reversed ■ d>.sign a mug, 
and It proves a hogshead It is a little hard, that 1 alom 
'lould be unfurnished with a pnntcd copy oi this facetious 
sioiy When you visit l.ondon next, you mu->t hiiy die 
most elegant impression of it, and bring it with you I 
thank you .also for writing to Johnson 1 likewise wrote to 
him myself Your letter and mine together h.avc ojicrated 
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to admiration. There needs nothing more but that the 
effect be lasting, and the whole will soon be printed We 
now draw towards the middle of the fifth book of the Task. 
The man, Johnson, is like unto some vicious horses, that 
I have known They would not budge till they were 
spurred, and when they were spurred, they would kick — 
So did he , his temper was somewhat disconcerted . but 
his pace was quickened, and I was contented 

I was very much pleased with the following sentence in 
Mr, Newton’s last , — “I am perfectly satisfied with the 
propriety of your proceeding as to the publication.” — Now 
therefore we arc friends again Now he once more enquires 
after the work, which, till he had disburthened himself of 
this acknowledgment, neither he nor I, in any of our 
letters to each other, ever mentioned Some side-wind has 
wafted to him a report of those reasons by which 1 justified 
my conduct I never made a sec ret (if them, but both 
your mother and 1 hav e studiously deposited them with 
those who wc thought were most likely to transmit them to 
him They wanted only a hearing, which once obtained, 
their solidity and cogency wore such that they were sure to 
prevail. 

You mention Bcnsley I formerly knew the man you 
mention, but his elder brother much better. We were 
school-fellows, and he was one of a club of seven West 
, minster men, to wbieh I lielongcd, w’ho dined together 
'# every Thursday. Should it plctisc (hid to give me ability 
to perform the poet’s part to some purpose, many whom I 
once called friends, but who have since treated me with 
a most niagnilicent indinbrciice, will be ready to take 
me by the hand again, and some, whom I never held 
in th.'it estimation, will, like lienslcy, (who was but a boy 
when I left Ixindon,) boast of a connexion with me which 
they never had Had 1 the virtues, and graces, and 
accomplishments of St Paul himself, I might have them 
at Olney, and nobody would care a button about me, 
yourself and one or two more excepted I]^me begets 
favour , and one talent, if it be rubbed a little bright by 
use and practice, will procure a man more friends than a 
thousand virtues. Dr. Johnson, 1 remember m the life of 
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one of OUT poets, (I believe of Suvage,) says, that he retired 
from the world, flattering himself that should be regretted. 
But the world never missed him I think his observation 
upon it IS that the vacancy made by the retreat of any 
individual is soon filled up , that a man may always be 
obscure, if he chooses to be so and that he, who neglects 
the world, will be by the world neglected 
Your mother and I walked yesterday in the Wilderness. 
As we entered the gate, a ghmps of something white, con- 
tained in a little hole in the gate-post, caught my eye I 
looked again, and discovered a bird’s nest, with two tiny 
eggs in it By and by they will be fledged, and tailed, and 
get wing-feathers, and fly My case is somewhat similar to 
that of the parent bird My nest is in a little nook Here 
I brood and hatch, and in due time my progeny takes wing 
and whistles. 

We wait for the time of your coming with pleasant ex- 
pectation. 

Yours truly, W C 
CCCXIX 

AOOOTJNT OF A SUDDEN DEATH-HIS OWN 
STATE OF MIND, AND FSOVIDENTIAL CONNE- 
XION WITH MR. NEWION-JOHNSON THE BOOK- 
SELLERS. 

t 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON 
MV DFAB FRISND, May, 1783 

I uo not know that I shall send you news , but, whether 
It be news or not, it is necessary that I should relate the 
fact, lest I should omit an article of intelligence important 
at least at Olney The event took place much nearer to 
you than to us, and yet it is possible that no account of it 
may yet have reached you — Mr Ashburncr, the elder, 
went to London on Tuesday se’nnight in perfect health and 
in high spynts, so as to be remarkably cheerful , and was 
brought home in a hearse the Friday following. Soon after 
his arrival in town, he complained of an acute pain in his 
lilbow, then in his shoulder, then in both shoulders , was 
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blooded ; took two doses of such medicine as an apothecaiy 
thought might do him good , and died on Thursday, in the 
morning, at ten o’clock When I first heard the tidings, I 
could hardly credit them ; and yet have lived long enough 
myself to have seen manifold and most convincing proofs, 
that neither health, great strength, nor even youth itself, 
afford the least sccunty from the stroke of death It is not 
common, hoivever, for men at the age of the thirty-six to 
die so suddenly I saw him but a few days before, with a 
bundle of gloves and hatbands under his arm, at the door 
of deary Ball, who lay at that time a coriisc The follow- 
ing day, I saw him march before the coffin, and lead the 
procession that attended Geary to the grave He might be 
truly said to march, for his step was heroic, his figure 
athletic, and his countenance as firm and confident as if 
he had been born only to bury others, and was sure never 
to be buried himself Such he ajipcared to me, while I 
stood at tlie window and contemplated his deportment , and 
then he died 

1 am sensible of the tenderness and affeetionate kindness 
with wliu li you recollect our past intcTCOurse, and express 
your hopes of my future restoration I, too, within the 
last eight months, have liad my hopes, though they ha\e 
been of short duration, cut off like the foam upon the 
waters Some previous adjustments, indeed, arc necessary, 
before a lasting expectation of comfort can have plai e in 
me. There are those persuasions in my niii.J which either 
entirely forbid the entrance of hope, or, if it i ntcr, imme- 
diately eject It They are me ompatible wii ii any such in 
mate, and must be turned out themselves befcie so desirable 
a guest can possibly have secure possession This, you say, 
will be done It may be, but it is not done yet , nor 
has a single step in the course of God’s deal ngs with me 
been taken towards it If I mend, no creatui e ever mend 
ed so slowly that recovered at last 1 am kc a slug «r 
snail, that has fallen into a deep well slug as ho is, he per- 
forms his descent with an alacrity proportisied to his 
weight , but he docs not crawl up again quite so fast 
Mine was a raid plunge , but my return to daylight, if 1 am 
indeed returning, is leisurely enough. — I wish y«u a swift 
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progress, and a pleasant one, through the great subject that 
you have in hand , and set that value upon your letters to 
which they ate in themselves entitled, but which is certainly 
increased by that peculiar attention which the wnter of 
them pays to me Were I such as I once was, I should sny 
that I have a claim upon your particular notice which 
nothing ought to supersede Most of your other connexions 
you may fairly be said to have formed by your own act , 
but your connexion with me was the work of God The 
kine that went up with the ark from Betbshemesh left what 
they loved behind them, in obedience to an impression 
which to them was perfectly dark and unintelligible. Your 
journey to Huntingdon was not less wonderful He indeed, 
uho sent you, knew well wherefore, but you knew not. 
But I am altered since that time , and if } our affection 
for me had ceased, you might very reasonably justify jour 
(.liange by mine I can say nothing for myself at present , 
but this I can venture to foretell, that should the restora- 
tion of which my fn< nds assure me obtain, I shall undoubt- 
edly loie tii<)-,e wlifi ha\c continued to love me, even in a 
state of transformation from my former self, much more 
than ever I doubt not that Ncbuchadne/rar bad friends 
in his prosperity , all kings have many But when his 
nails became like eagles’ claws, and he ate grass like an ox, 
I suppose he had few to pity him 

*»♦•**»** 

I am glad that Johnson is in fact a civiller man than I 
supposed him My quarrel with him was not for any 
stricture of his upon my poetry, (for he has made several, 
and many of them have been judicious, and my work will 
he the better for them,) but for a certain rudeness with 
which he questioned my judgment of a writer of the last 
century, though I only mention the effect that his verses 
had upon me when a boy 'I’hcre certainly was at the 
time a bustle in liis temper, occasioned, I magine, by my 
hei.ig a little importunate with him to proceed He has 
however recovered himself since , and, except that the press 
seems to have stood still this last week, has pnnted as fast 
as I could wish Had he kept the same jiace from the 
beginning, the book had been published, as indeed it ought 
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to have been, three months ago. That evil report of his 
indolence reaches me from everybody that knovs him, and 
IS so general, that had I a work, or the publication of one 
in hand, the expenses of which I intended to take the 
hazard of upon myself, I should be very much afraid to em- 
ploy him He who will neglect himself cannot well be ex- 
pected to attend to the interests of another 
We are going to pay Mr. Pomfret a morning visit. Our 
errand is to see a fine bed of tulips, a sight that I never 
saw Fine painting, and God the artist. — Mrs Unwin has 
something to say in the cover. I leave her therefore to 
make her own courtesy, and only add that I am yours and 
Mrs. Newton’s. Affectionate W.M. COWPER 


ceexx. 

DESaSIPTION OF HX8 BUMHEE-HOnSE. 

TO JOSEPH HILL, ESQ» 

MY DFAK FRTRYD, June 2.5, 1785 

I Write in a nook that I call my Boudoir. It is a sum 
mcr-house not much bigger than a sedan chair, the door 
of which opens into the garden, that is now crowded with 
pinks, roses, and honey-suckles, and the window into my 
neighbour’s orchard It formerly served an apothecary, 
now dead, as a smoking-room , and under my feet is a 
trap-door, which once covered a hole in the ground, where 
he kept his bottles At present, however, it is dedicated to 
sublimer uses Having lined it with garden mats, and 
furnished it with a table and two chairs, here I write all thit 
1 write in summer-time, whether to my friends, or to the 
public It IS secure from all noise, and refuge from all 
intrusion , for intruders sometimes trouble me in the winter 
evenings at Olney But (thanks to ray Boudoir ') I can 
now hide myself from them A poet’s retreat is sacred 
They acknowledge the truth of that proposition, and never 
presume to violate it. 

The last sentence puts me in mind to tell you that I 
have ordered my volume to your door My bookseller is 
the most dilatory of all his fraternity, or you would have 
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received it long since It is more than a month since I 
returned him the last proof, and consequently since the 
printing was finished. I sent him the manuscript at the 
beginmng of last November, that he might publish while 
the town was full and he will hit the exact moment when 
It IS entirely empty Patience (you will perceive) is in no 
situation exempted from the severest trials ; a remark that 
may serve to comfort you under the numberless tnals of 
your own. W W 


CCCXXI 

MB. NEWTON'S FLOOK AT OLNET-OOD’S MEBOT- 
HIS BOOK DELATED IN THE FBESS-HE HOPES 
NOT TO LIVE TILL BBEEOHES BECOME TOO 
EtPENSlVE A LUZUB7 FOB HIM TO 
AFFOBD. 

TO THE REV JOHN NEWTON 

M\ DRAR ralEVD, JnilB 25, 1785 

\ NOTE that we received from Mr Scott, by your desire, 
informing us of the amendment of Mrs Newton’s health, 
demands our thanks, having relieved us from no little 
anxiety upon her account The welcome purport of it was 
soon after confirmed by Sally Johnson, so that, at present, 
sc feel ourselves at liberty to hope that by this time Mrs 
Newton’s recovery is complete. Sally’s looks do credit to 
the air of Hoxton She seems to liave lost nothing, either in 
comple\on or dimensions by her removal hence , and, 
nhich IS still more to the credit of your great town, she 
seems in spiritual things also, to be the very same Sally 
iihom we knew once at OIney Situation, therefore, is 
notliing. They who have the means of grace, and a heart 
lu use them, will thnve any where , others no where. More 
than a few, who were formerly ornaments of this garden 
nh' ',1 you onee. watered, here flourished, and here have 
seemed to wither Others, transplanted into a soil apparently 
k«s favourable to their growth, either find the exchange an 
advantage, or at least are not impaired by it. Of myself, 
Kho had oQce both leftves and fruit, but who have now 
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neither, I say nothing , or only this, — That when I am over- 
whelmed with despair, I repme at my barrenness, and thinlc 
It bard to be thus blighted ; but when a glimpse of hope 
breaks in upon me, I am contented to be the sapless thing 
I am, knowing that He who has commanded me to wither, 
can command me to flourish again, when he pleases. My 
experiences, however, of this latter kind, are rare and tran- 
sient. The light that reaches me cannot be compared 
cither to that of the sun or of the moon It is a flash in 
a dark night, during which the heavens seem opened onl> 
to shut again 

We enquired, but could not learn, that any thing memor- 
able pass^ in the last moments of poor Nathan. I listened 
in expectation that he would at least acknowledge what all 
who knew him in his more lively days had so long seen and 
lamented, his neglect of the best things, and his eager pur 
suit of riches. But he was totally silent upon that subject 
Yet It was evident that the cares of this world had choked 
in him much of the good seed, and that he was no longtr 
the Nathan whom we have so often hcar6 at the old house, 
rich in spmt, though poor in expression , whose dcSires were 
unutterable in every sense, both because they were too big 
for language, and because Nathan had no language for them 
I believe with you, however, that he is safe at home. He had 
a weak head and strong passions, which He who made hmi 
well knew, and for which He would undoubtedly make great 
allowance The forgiveness of God is large and absolute , 
so large, that though in general He calls for confession ot 
our sms. He sometimes dispenses with that preliminary, and 
will not suffer even the delinquent himself to mention his 
transgression He has so forgiven it, that He seems to 
have forgotten it too, and will have the sinner to forget it 
also. Such instances, perhaps, may not be common, but I 
know that there have been such, and it might be so with 
Natham 

I know not what Johnson is about, neither do I now cn 
quire It will be a month to-morrow since I returned him 
the last proof He might, I suppose, have published by 
this time, without hurrying himself into a fever, or breaking 
tus neck through the violence of bis dispatch. But having 
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hever seen the book advertised, 1 conclude that he has not 
Had the parliament risen at the usual time, he would have 
been just too late, and though it sits longer than usual, or 
IS likely to do so, I should not wonder if he were too late at 
last. Ur Johnson laughs at Savage for charging the still- 
birth of a poem of his upon the bookseller’s delay , yet 
when Dr Johnson had a poem of his own to publish, no 
man ever discovered more anxiety to meet the market 
But I have taken thought about it, till I am grown weary of 
the subject, and at last have placed inyself much at my ease 
ujiun the cushion of this one resolution, that if ever 1 have 
dealings hereafter with ray present manager, we will proceed 
upon other terms 

Mr. Wright called here last Sunday, by whom Lord Dart- 
mouth made obliging enquiries after the volume, and was 
{■leased,, to say th.at he w,is imjiaticnt to see it I told him 
tli.it 1 had ordered a cojiy to his Lordship, winch I lio{)ed 
he would receive if not soon, at least before he should retire 
into the country I h.avo also ordered one to Mi Barham , 
and have many finius blushed that I omitted to do so on 
tilt former ocuasion 

We suffer iii tins country scry much by drought The 
I oni, I believe, is ri most jilares thin, and the hay harvest 
.iniuunts in some to not more than the hrih of a croji 
Ilc.ivy t.axes, excessive levies for the {loor, and lean acres, 
have brought our farmers almost to their wits’ cud . and 
m.Hiy, who are not farmers, are not very remote from ‘ 
the same point of despondency. I do not desimml, be- 
cause I was never much addicted to an sums thoughts 
about thv' future m rcsjicct of temjiorals But I fv-cl m)-.elf 
a little angry with a minister, who, when lie unpo-.ed a tax 
U{)jn gloves, was not .ashanied to call lliem a luxiir) Caps 
and hoots lined with, fur are not accounted a luxury m 
Russia, neither can gloves be reisonably dotinadsiich in a 
' hmate sometimes hardly less severe than that Nature, 

' iclced, IS content w ith little, and luxury seems, in son e 
resjiect, rather relaiive, than of any fixed construdion 
Accordingly it may become, in time, a luxury for an Eiig 
hshman to wear breeches, because it is {lossible to exist 
without them, and because persons of a moderate income 
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ma.) find them too expensive I hope, however, to be hid 
in the dust before that day shall come , for, havini; worn 
them so many years, if they be indeed a luxury, they are 
such a one as 1 could very ill spare , yet spare them 1 
must, if I cannot afford to wear them 
VVe are tolerably well m health, and as to spirits, much 
as usual— seldom belter, sometimes worse 

^ ours, my dear Iriend, afloctionately, WM COWPER 


CCCXKIl 

7EELIN0S ON HIS DEPABTTTRE-A THUNDEB-STOBIf 
-MB. TEEDON-BELiaiOUS IMPRESSIONS 

TO HIE RI.V. WILLIAM LNWIN 
iiY 111 Ml wrjrvM, .July 27> 17S!5 

\’oi' and yoar party left me in a frame of mind that indis- 
posed 1110 niiieli to tomij.i.iy 1 rom'orled myself vsith the 
: opc that I should spend a silent day, in wliirh I should 
iind abund.'int leisure to indulge sensatidns vi Inch, though 
)i the melancholy kind, I yet wished to nourish I’.ut that 
jKov ed vain In less than an hour after your departure, 
Jiir Gre.itliced made bis apiioarance at the greenhouse 
floor We were obliged to ask him to dinner, and he dined 
wi.li us lie is an agreeiblc, scnj’ole, well-bred young 
• i.in but V' ith all Ins re< ommendatioiis 1 felt that on that 
1)1 easioii I < ould have spared him So nnicii better arc the 
jisiiH, wliom lovf m'lch, than the p’^esent whom we 
MIC a little I have however made inysell amends smre, 
ind ni/thing else having interfered, have sent man} a 
thoii"ht after you 

Vou had been gone two day's when a violent thunder 
st'jrni raine over us I was passing out of the parlour into 
the hall, with Mungo at my heels, when a flash seemed to 
'ill the room with fire. In the same instant r.iine the clap, 
so that the explosion was (I suppose) perpendieiilar to the 
r w)' Mungo's courage upon the Ircmendows oi cabion 
c instraincd me to smile, in syntc of the solemn impre s'on 
ti It such an event never fails to affect me with ,— the 
moment that he heard the thunder, (which was like the 
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burst of a great gun,) wilh a \\rin1v1ed forehead, and \Mth 
eyes directed to the reiling, whence the sound seemed t<i 
proceed, he barked , but he barked exactly in concert wth 
the thunder It thundered once, and he barked oni e , 
and so pretisclj in the very instant when the thunder hap- 
pened, that both sounds secined to liegin and to end to 
gether Some dogs will (lap their tails close, and sneak 
into a corner, at suen a time, but Mungo it seems is of a 
more fearless family \ house at no great distance from 
ours, was the mark to which the lightning was directed , it 
knocked down the chimney, split the building, and earned 
away the corner of the next house, in whifh lay a fellow 
drunk, and asleep ujion his bed , — it roused and terrified 
him, and he promises to get drunk no more, but I ha\e 
seen a woeful end ot many such conversions I remem- 
ber but one such storm It Olncv since I have known tni 
place , and I am I'lad that it did not happen two davs 
sooner for the sake ot tlie ladies, who would probably, one 
of them at least, have been alarmed Iiy it You have hit 
behind you 'I'hoiifcon’s Reasons, and a bottle of harts hor.i 
I will not promise that you shall ever see the latter ag.i n 
having a sorethroat, 1 made free with part of it this morn- 
ing, iii the way of outw.ard application, and we shall pni- 
hably find a use for the remainder The Seasons you shall 
have again 

I have received, since you went, Uvo very flattering letti r-. 
of thanks, one from Mr llaeon, and one from Mr I’arh im, 
such as might make a lean poet plump, and an hiimliu 
poet proud But being myself neither lean nor hiini'.ile 
I know of no other effect that they had, than that they 
pleased me , and I communicate the intelligence to voii, 
not without an assured hope that you will be ple.ased also 
''’e are now going to w.rlk, and thus far I have written 
before I have received your letter 1 riclay — I must now 
he as compact as |,ossible When I began, I designed four 
s Itis, but my packet being transformed into two sing’a 
cpisiles, I cap conseipiently afford you but three I have 
filled a large sheet with animadversions upon Pope, and 
shall send It by Sund.ay’s post, indifferent whether Nichols 
detects me or not. I am proceeding in my translation — 
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“ Velis et re/ius, omntlnu uervis ” — as Hudiliras has it ; and 
if God givu mu health and ability, will put it into your 
hands when I see you next 

Vour fish was good, — perfectly good, and we did not 
forget >ou in our cups The money was found, and not a 
farthing had eloped My hat is come, and we both admire 
il , but your mother’s either was never sent, or sent the 
wrong way, for it has not reached us Tell John that I 
love him with all my heart fur doing so much credit to 
his tutor, and to my public recommendation of the very 
plan upon w Inch he is educated 

Mr Tecdon has just left us He has read my book, 
and, as il fearful that I had overlooked some of them 
myself, has pointed out to me all its beauties I do assure 
you the man has a very acute discernment, and a taste that 
I have no fault to find witli. 1 hope that you arc of the 
same 0)11111011 

Uc not sorry that your love of Christ was excited in you 
by a |)ioluro ('ould a dog or a cat suggest to me the 
thought that Christ IS precious, I would* not despise that 
thought because a dog or cal suggested it. The meanness 
of the instrument cannot debase the nobleness of the prin 
cijile He that kneels before a picture of Chnst, is an 
idolater but he in whose heart the sight of such a picture 
kindles a warm remembrance of the Saviour’s suffenngs, 
must be a ('hristian Suppose that I dream as Gardiner 
did, that f'hrist walks before me, th.at he turns and smiles 
uiion me, and fills my soul with inefTable love and joy , 
Will a man tell me that I am dcrcivcd, that I ought not 
to love or rejoice in him for such a reason, lierause a dream 
IS merely a picture drawn upon the imagination 7 I hold 
not with such divinity 'I'o love Christ is the greatest dig 
nity of man, be that affei tion wrought in him how it may 

Adieu > May the blessing of God be ujxin you all ' It 
is your mother’s heart’s wish and mine 

Yours ever, W C 

P S You had hardly reached Emberton when Mr Teedoii 
came to charge us with his thanks to Miss Unwin for 
her goodness to him , the poor man looked so humble ami 
grateful, that I forgave him all his past intrusions I bo< 
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seech 70U, therefore, that you transmit his acknowledgments 
to his kind benefactress 

CCCXXIII 

fleasube m ms connexion with the unwins 

-DB. JOHNSON’S DIABT-WHO AND THAT. 

TO THE REV. WiLLIAU UNWIN. 

UY DKABYlUENn, August 27. 1785. 

I WAS low in spirits yesterday, when your parcel came and 
nised them Every proof of .attention and regard to a man 
who lives in a vinegar bottle is welcome from his friends on 
the outside of it , accordingly your books were welcome, 
(you must not forget by the way th.at I want the original, of 
whi"h you have sent me the translation only,) and the 
ruffles from Miss Shuttlcworth most welcome I am covet- 
ous, if ever man was, of living in the remembrance of ab- 
sentees whom 1 hinhly value and esteem, and consequently 
felt myself much gratified by her very obliging present I 
have had more ti^fort, far more comfort, m the connexions 
that I have formed within the Last twenty years, than m the 
more numerous ones that I had before 

Mcmnranduni. — The latter are almost all Unwins ot 
Mnwmisms 

You are entitled to my thanks also for the facetious cn- 
uravngs of John Gilpin. A senous poem is like a swan, it 
flies heavily, and never far , but a jest has the wings of a 
swallow, that never tire, and that carry it into every nook 
and comer I am perfectly a stranger however to the re- 
ception that my volume meets with, and I believe in respect 
of my tiotvhaltiwe upon that subject, if authors would hut 
copy so fair an example, am a most exemplary character. 
I must tell you nevertheless, that although the laurels that 
1 gam at OIncy will never minister much to my pride, I 
have acquired son e. The Rev Mr. Scott is my admirer, 
ai^'i thinks my second volume superior to my first ft 
ouijht to be so If we do not improve by practice, then 
aothing can mend us , and a man has no more cause to be 
mortified at being told that he has excelled himself, than 
the elephant bad, whose praise it was, that he was the 



510 


COWPEH’b LETTERS. 


gre.^test elephant in the world, himself excepted This mo' 
inent it occurs to me, that we have received from you a 
basket of very flue fish, un.ackiiov\ Ldged hitherto, the re- 
ceipt of which I hereby then thankfully acknowledge 
If It be fair to judge of a book by an extract, I do not 
wonder that you were so little edilied by Johnson’s Journal 

It IS even more ndiailous than was poor ’s of flatulent 

memory The portion of it given to us in this day’s paper 
contains not one sentiment worth one farthing ; except the 
last, in which he resob cs to bind himself with no more un- 
bidden obligations Poor man < one would think, that to 
pray for his dead wife, and to pinch himself with church 
fasts, had been almost the whole of his religion I am sorry 
that he, who was so manly an advocate for the cause of 
virtue in all other places, was so childishly emjiloyed, and so 
superstitiously too, in his closet Had he studied his Bible 
more, to which by bis own confession he was in great part 
a stranger, he had known better what iisc to make of hw 
retired hours, and had trifled less His lucubrations of this 
sort have rather the appearance of religiobs dotage, than of 
any vigorous exertions towards (lod It will be well if the 
publication prove not hurtful in its effects, by exposing the 
best cause, already too miu h dcspiseil, to ridicule still more 
profane On the other side of the same paper I find a long 
string of aphorisms, and maxims, and rules, for the conduct 
of life, which, though they appear not with his name, are so 
much in his manner with the above-mentioned, that I siis 
pect them for his I have not read them all, but several of 
them I read that were trivial enough lor the sake of one, 
however, I forgive him the rest , he advises never to Innish 
hope entirely, because it is the cordial of life, although it be 
the greatest flatterer in the world Such a measure of hope 
as may not endanger my peace by disappointment I would 
wish to cherish upon every subject m which I am interest 
td But there lies the diffiiulty, — mine at least, vvhosi 
sanguine tcmiier does not incline me to, nor even permit 
mo, moderation in any thing \ cure, however, and the 
only one, for all the irrcgu'arities both of hope and fear, n 
found in *-ubmission to the will of tlod Happy they th.u 
have It ' 
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This last sentence puts me in mind of your reference to 
Blair in a former letter, whom you there permitted to be 
your arbiter to adjust the respective cLiiins of who and that 
I do not rashly differ from so great a grammarian, nor do I 
at any rate differ from him altogether , — upon solemn occa- 
sions, as in prayer or preaching for insbincc, I would be 
strictly correct, and upon stately ones , —for instance wore 
I writing an epic poem, I would bo so likewise, but not 
upon familiar occasions Gotl ivho hearcth prayer, is right 
Hector who saw Patroclus, is right And the man that 
diesscs me every dav,is in my mind right also because the 
contrary would give an air of stiffness and pedantry to an 
expression, that in respect of the matter of it cannot be too 
negligently made up 

Adieu, my dear William • I have scnlililed with all my 
might, which, breakfast-time excepted, has been m> employ- 
ment ever since I rose, and it is now jiast one 

Yours, W C 


CCCX.XIV 

SEOOLLECTION OP SOUTHAjOPTON-DISLIKE CF 
OONFINEMENT-SUNDAT SCHOOL-BLACKQUAB 
DISM OF THE CHILDREN AT 0LNE7. 

10 rHt Rr.V JOHN M.WrON 
Mr DFAK raiFxn, Sept 21, 17S5 

I AM sorry that an excursion, which you would otherwise 
have found so agreeable, was attended w itli so great a draw- 
back ujion Its pleasures as Miss Ciiniiinghaiii’s illness must 
needs have been Had she been able to b.nhe in the se.a. 
It might have been of service to her , but I knew her weak- 
ness and dulic.icy of habit to be such as did not encourage 
aijy very sanguine hopes that the regimen would suit her 
1 remembei Souihnnipton well, having spent much time 
there , but though I was young, and had no objections on 
tfie score of conscience either to d iiicing or cards, I never 
iv"s m the Asse.nbiy-rooin m my life I never was fonu of 
company, and especially aishkcd it in the country .‘V 
walk to Sfeiley Abbey, or to Frcemaiitle, or to Redbridge, 
or a book by the lire-side, had always more charms for 
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me than any other amusement that the place afforded I 
was also a sailor, and being of Sir Thomas Hesketh’s party, 
who was himself born one^ was often pressed into the 
service But though I gave myself an air, and wore 
trowsers, 1 had no genuine right to that honour, disliking 
much to be occupied in great waters, unless in the finest 
weather. How they contrive to elude the weansomeness 
that attends a sea life, who take long voyages, you know 
better than I , but for my own part, I seldom have sailed 
so far as from Hampton nver to Portsmouth, without feel- 
ing the confinement irksome, and sometimes to a degree 
that was almost insupportable There is a eertain perverse- 
ness, of which I believe all men have a share, but of which 
no man has a larger share, than I , — I mean that temper, 
or humour, or whatever it is to be called, that indisposes u-. 
to a situation, though not unpleasant in itsclf,mcrely because 
we cannot get out of it I could not endure the room in 
which I now write, were I conscious that the door were 
locked. In less than five minutes I should feel myself a 
prisoner, though I can spend hours in it, under an assurance 
that I may leave it when I please, without experiencing any 
tedium at all. It was for this reason, I suppose, that the 
yacht was always disagreeable to me. Could 1 have stcppid 
out of It into a corn-field or a garden, I should have liked 
It well enough ; but being surrounded with w.ater, I was ns 
much confined in it as if I had been surrounded by fire, 
'and did not find that it made me any adequate coinpe'is.a- 
tion for such an abridgement of my liberty. I make little 
doubt but Noah was glad when he was enlarged from tne 
ark , and we are sure that Jonah was, when he came out 
of the fish , and so was I to escape from the good sloop 
the Harriet 

In my last, I wrote you word that Mr Perry was givpn 
over by his friends, and pronounced a dead man by his 
physician Just when 1 had reached the end of the forc- 

e paragraph, he came in. His errand hither was to 
„ two letters, which T enclose ; one is to yourself, m 
which he will give you, I doubt not, such an account both 
of his body and mind, as will make all that I might say 
upon those subjects superfluous. The only consequences 
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of his illness seem to be, that he looks a little pale, and 
that though always a most excellent man, he i<> still more 
angelic than he was Illness _s.-» nptiri(«il ic thpn 

health, liut I know a man who has been a sufferer by a 
worse illness than his, almost these fourteen years, and who 
at present is only the worse for it 

Mr Scott called upon us yesterd.iy he is much inclined 
to set up a Sunday school, if he can raise a fund for the 
purpose Mr Jones has liad one some tunc at Clifton , 
and Mr Unwin writes me word that he has been thinking 
of nothing else day and night, for a fortnight It is a whole- 
some measure, that seems to bid fair to be pretty generally 
adopted, and for the good effects that it promises, deserves 
well to he so I know not, indeed, while the spmad of 
the goiix:! continues so limited as it is, how a rcform.ition 
of manners, in the lower class of mankind, can be brought 
to pass , or by what other means the utter abolition of all 
principle among them, moral as well as religious, can pos- 
sibly be prevented Heathenish parents can only bring up 
heathenish childrtm an assertion no where oftener or more 
dearly illustrated than at Olney, where children, seven 
jears of age, infest the streets every evening with curses ind 
with songs, to which it would be unseemly to give their 
proiior epithet Such urchins as these could uol be so 
diabolically accomplished, unless by the connivance of their 
parents It is well, indeed, if in some instances their parents 
be not themselves their instructors Judging by their profi-* 
cicncy, one can hardly su[)i)osc any other It is, therefore, 
doubtless an act of tlic greatest charity to snatch them out 
of such hands, before the inveteracy of the evil shall have 
made it desperate. Mr Teedon, I should imagine, will be 
emplo)cd as a te.acher, should this expedient be carried in- 
to effect I know not, at Ic.asl, tliat we have any other per- 
son among i,s so well qu.ililied for the service He is indis- 
putably a Chrisfan man, and miserably poor, whose leve* 
nfles need improvement, as much as any children in the 
'> odd can possibly need mstr iction. 

I understand that Mr Jones is in Ix}ndon , it is possible 
that you m.ay have seen lura, and if you have, are better 
acquainted with his present intentions respecting Lord 
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Peterborough than myself. We saw him, not long since, 
when he talked of resigning his office immediately , but I 
hear that he was aftorwartls otherwise advised, and repented 
of his purpose. 1 think it great pity that he did A thing 
that a man had better never have touched cannot too soon 
be reliniiiiishcd While his pnnci]>al kept himself at a dis- 
tance, his conncMon with him was less ofTcnsive , but now 
to nil who interest themselves in his conduct as a mmisti r 
of the gospel, it is an ofTence indeed He seems aware of 
It, and we hope, therefore, wall soon abandon it 

Mrs Unwin hopes that a hare, which she sent before 
Mrs Newton went her journey, arrived safe By this week - 
co.arh she also sent there fowls and a ham, with cabbages 
of whose s.ife arrnal she will likewise be glad to hear Slic 
has long been troubled with a pain in her side, which we 
take to be of the spasmodic kind, but is otherwise well She 
joins with me in love to yourself and Mrs Newton, and to 
the young ladies , neither do we forget Sally Johnson 
Believe me, my dear friend, 

With true affection, yohrs, W f 
Hannah desires me to give her duty to Miss ('iinniniinm 
and to ]Miss Catlett. 


crexxv 

SEASONS FOB FUBLISHINa HIS EPISTLES TO HIU. 

ro JOSEPH Hi 1 1, I bIJ 

lir DFAB SIR, Oa 11, IT'i'i 

You began your letter with an apology for long silence, 
ind it u> now incumbent upon me to do the same , and tlie 
athcr, as jour kind invitation to Wargrave entitled jon to 
i speedier answer The truth is, that I am become, it not 
i man of busmess, yet a busy man, and have been engaged 
ilmost this twelvemonth in a work that will allow ofho 
ong interruption On this account it was impossible for 
•ne to accept your obliging summons , and having onI\ to 
tell you th.at I could not, it appeared to me as ji matter of 
no great moment, whether you received that intelhgenie 
soon>or late 

Vou do me justice, when you osenbe my printed epistle to 
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}ou, to my friendship for you , though, in fact, it was equal- 
ly owing to the opinion that I have of yours for me Hav- 
ing, in one part or other of tny two voluinei, distinguished 
by name the majority of those few for whom 1 entertain a 
friendship, it seemed to me that it would be unjustifiable 
negligence to omit yourself , and if I took that step without 
communicating to you my intrnliun, it was only to gratify 
111 ) self the more, with tlie hope of surprising you agreeably 
Poets are dangerous persons to be ai i|uaintcd with, espe- 
f tally if .1 man have that in his charni'tcr that promises to 
sliinc in verso ^ To that very circumstanee it is owing, that 
juu are now figuring away in mine 1 or, notwithstanding 
i.hat you say on the subject of honesty and friendship, that 
tlicy are not sjilondid enough for public celebration, I 
must still thiiik (/' them as I did before,— that there are 
no qualities «ji the mind and heart that can deserve it better, y 
1 can, .at least for niy own jxart, look round about upon the 
genorali'N, and, while I see them dt'iicK iitin those grand 
requisites ot a respectable ch.'ractcr, am not able to dis- 
eiivei that they jio’scss any other, of v.aliie enough to .atone 
for the' want of them 

I beg that you will present my rc-pects to Mrs Hill, and 
lielievc 1110 Ever affectionately yours, WM, COW PER 


CCCXXVI 

ON HER RETURN TO ENGLAND 

TO L\i)Y HI'bKElll 

VI 111 Anon SIN, Oi.t 13,1785 

Ij is no new thing with you to give ple.asiire’ But I will 
vcntiiie to say that vo’i do not often give more than vou gave 
n ' ^nis morning hen 1 1 aiiic down to breakfast, and 
found upon the table a letter franked by my uncle, and 
"hen opening th.a*- frank I found that it contained a letter 
h'’ih you, 1 said within myself — ‘ Phis is just as it shouH 
We arc all grow 11 young again, and the days that I 
'bought I should sec no more, arc actually returned ’ You 
I'eneive t! erefore tha*- you judged well when you conjec- 
tured that a line from you would not be disagreeable to me. 
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It could not be otherwise than as in fact it proved, a most 
agreeable surprise, for I can truly boast of an affection for 
}ou, that neither years, nor interrupted intercourse, have at 
all abated I need only recollect how much I valued you 
once, and with how much cause, immediately to feel a re- 
vival of the same value if that can he said to revive, which 
at the most has only been dormant for want of employment 
But I slander it when I say that it has slept A thousand 
times have I recollected a thousand scenes, in which our 
two selves have formed the whole of the drama, with the 
greatest pleasure , at times too, when I had no reason to 
suppose that I should ever hear from you again I lia\c 
laughed with . you , at the A rabian M|g ht’.s lintcrUnQmCUts, 
which afforded us, as you well know, a fund of merriment 
that deserves never to be forgot I have walked with you 
to Netley Abbey, and have scrambled with you over hedges 
in every direction, and many otlier feats we have jicrforrawl 
together, upon the field of my remembrance, and all « ithiii 
these few years Should I say within this twelve month, 1 
should not transgress the truth The Hburs that I have 
spent w’lth you were among the pleasantest of my former 
d.i}s, and are therefore chronicled m my mind so deeply as 
to feel no erasure Neither do I forget my poor fnend Sir 
Thomas I should reineinber him indetid, at any rate, on 
aci ount of hi-> personal kindness to myself , but the last 
testimony that he gave of his regard for you, endears him to 
me still more W ith his uncommon understanding (for 
With many peculiarities he had more sense than any of his 
acquaintance,) and with his generous sensibilities, it was 
hardly possible tliat he should not distinguish you as he has 
done As it was the last, so it was the best proof that lie 
could give, of a judgment that never deceived him, when lie 
would allow himself leisure to consult it. 

You say that you have often heard of me , that pu^Ic-> 
me I can not imagine from what quarter, but it is ^nu 
matter. I must tell you however, my cousin, that your in 
formation has been a little defective 'Fhat I am happy i” 
my situation is true , I live, and have lived these twenty 
years, w itli Mrs Unwin, to whose affectionate care of nic, 
during tht far greater part of that time, it is undpr Provi 
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dence owing that I hve at alL But 1 do not account my- 
self happy in having been for thirteen of those years in a 
state mind, that has made all that care and attention ne- 
cessary; an attention and a care that have injured her 
health, and which, had she not been uncommonly support- 
ed, must have brought her to the grave. But I will pass to 
another subject, it would be cruel to particularize only to 
give pain, neither would I by any means give a sable hue 
to the first letter of a correspondence so unexpectedly 
renewed. 

I am dehghted with what you tell me of my uncle’s good 
health To enjoy any measure of cheerfulness at so late a 
day IS much. But to have that late day enlivened with the 
vivacity of youth, is much more, and in these postdiluvian 
times a rarity indeed. Happy for the most part are parents 
who have daughters. Daughters are not apt to outlive their 
natural affections, which a son has generally survived even 
before his boyish years are expired. 1 rejoice particularly 
in my uncle’s felicity, who has three female descendants 
from his little person, who leave him nothing to wish for 
upon that head. 

My dear cousin, dej'ection of spints, which (I suppose) 
may have prevented many a man from becoming an author, 
me one I find constant employment necessary, and 
therefore take care to be constantly employed. Manual 
occupations do not engage the mind suJficiently, as 1 knoA 
by expcncnce, having tried many But composition, espe- 
cially of verse, absorbs it wholly. I write ther^ore generally 
three hours in a morning, and in an evening I transcribe 1 
read also, but less than I write, for 1 must have bodily exer- 
cise, and therefore never pass a day without it. 

You ask me where I have been this summer. I answer, 
at. Olney. Should you ask me where I spent the last seven- 
teen summers, I should still answer at Olney. Ay, and the 
winters also ; I have seldom left it, and except when 1 
ittended my brother in his last illness, never 1 belie >e a 
toitni^ht together 

Adieu, my beloved cousin, I shall not always be thus 
nimble in reply, but shall always have great pleasure m an- 
swering you when I can. 

Yours, my fnend and cousin, W C. 
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CCCXXVII 

/ 

BEPLT TO AN OFFER OF PEOUNIABT 
ASSUTANOK 

TO LADY HESKLTH. 

MY DBAUBT coUBiK, Olney, Noy. 9, 1785. 

Whose last most affectionate letter has run in my head 
ever since I received it, and which I now sit down to answer 
ts^o days sooner than the post will serve me , I thank you for 
It, and with a ilirarmth for which I am sure you will give me 
credit though 1 do not spend many words in desenbing it 1 
do not seek new friends, not being altogether sure that I 
should find them, but have unspeakable pleasure in being 
still beloved by an old one I hoiie that now our correspon- 
dence has suffered its last interruption, and that we shall go 
down to gether to the grave, chatting and chirping as merrily 
as sucha scene of things as this will permit^ 

1 am happy that my poems have pleased you My volume 
has afforded me no such pleasure at any time, either while I 
was wnting it, or since its publication, as I have derived from 
yours and my uncle’s opinion of it I make certain allow- 
ances for partiality, and for that peculiar quickness of taste, 
with which you both relish what you like, and after all draw- 
Viacks upon those accounts duly made, find myself nch in the 
measure of )our approbation that still remains But abo\e 
all, 1 honour John Gilpin, since it was he who first encour- 
aged you to wntc. I made him on purpose to laugh at, and 
he served his purpose well , but I am now in dcM to him 
for a more valuable acquisition than all the laughter m the 
world amounts to, the recovery of my intercourse with you, 
which IS to me inestimable My benevolent and generous 
cousin, when I was once asked if 1 wanted any thing, and 
given delicately to understand that the inquirer was ready,to 
supply all my occasions, 1 thankfully and civilly, but posi- 
tively, declined the favour 1 neither suffer, nbr have suf- 
fered, any such inconveniences as I had not much rather 
endure than come under obligations of that sort to a person 
comparatively with yourself a stranger to me. But to you 
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I ansuerothenvihe I knuM >ou thoroughU, jiul the lil>cr.i- 
lit> of >our disposition, and ha\u that Loiisuninuti lhiiii 
dcnce in the sinceritj of your isish to setM- me, that delwers 
niu from all awkward constraint, and from all ftar i>t tres 
jiassing by acceptance To you, tlicretore, 1 ri.pl\, yis 
Whensoever, and whntsoexer, and in what nuiini.r s(n.m i 
you please, and add moreover, that my adettion for ilu 
gi\er IS such as will inere.ise to me tenfold the s.itis|.utiiiri 
tlut I shall hate in reeciMiig It is necessary, howeier, ili it 
I should let you a little into the state ot niy i'lnain i s. tli it 
you may not suppose tlu.m more narrowly c in uiiim nlu d 
than they are. hiiice Mrs Uinvin and I h.a\eli\ed at ( lines, 
wi. has e had but one purse, .ilthough durina the uIioIl nt 
th't time, till lately, her imoiiu w.is marly iloubli mini 
Her revenues inrleed arc now in some measure n ilin i d .uul 
do not much eseeed my <mii , the worst i oust >|iii m i ot this 
is, that wo are torced to deny oiirscUi s som> llmu's whii i 
hitherto we li.ue hem iKlUr able to jflord. bm ilics ,iii sm n 
thin.'s .as ns*it!>( r hfe, imr thewi U bi mit of lifi, drin ml iipDi 
My own im onu kts been better thin it is, but whi n it w is 
best, It would not h.ivi I iibkal nit l > li\i is my i omu \ioiis 
di minded that 1 should, lud It 110 . biiii lombm. d will, i 
he'ter thin itself, at hast .at this end of tin kingdom ( M 
tins I liulfnll proof diirint; thn, nnintiis that I s|n>ii in 
'odginns .at Hnmingdon, 111 which iinii by ih, In'p ol 1.11(111 
.’iana.;emciit, and a clear notion ol nomumi il nuiin'. I 
I ontrned to spend the me(jni' ryf a twibi iiioiitli Now n y* 
helovi d cousin, yijii .in' in possession r>l tin wli<)l( i is( is ii 
stands htrain im {loinls to your own meoiiM mini 1 nr Imr’, 
lor there is no need of it, hut mdulne yourself m 1 niiiiiiiiii' 
caliii" (no niittir wh U) that you 1 an span witlioul iiii-sii 
.t, since by so doing you will be suie to add to tin 1 oiiiliiris 
'll my life one of tin sweetest that I lan eiijos — 1 toki n 
uid proof of sour .afleciion 

In the .affair ot ir.v n*’\i publiratiom. low inl wlm I Min 
al‘« offer me sr. kindlv y/nir assistame. there will In m, im I 
hat you should help me 111 the inaimer due you prop iv 
It will be a large work < onsistmg, I sliouIjiJ iiiMgiiii ni 
solumes at Ie‘.ast I'lie tnellth of this iht^u^ I shall hui . 
spent a year upon It, and u will cost nii more than .another 
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1 do not lovu the booksellers n|l enough to make them a 
l)res«.nt of sueh a labour, but intend to publish b) subscriptio i 
Your vote and interest, my dear cousin, upon the occasion. 
It you please, but nothing morel 1 uill trouble you with sonic 
papers ot jiroposals, when the time shall tome, and am sur 
that you will circulate as many for me as you can Now, 
my dear, 1 am going to tell you a secret It is a great 
secret, that you must not whisper even to your cat No 
creature is at this moment apprised ot it but Mrs Unw,i 
and her sun 1 am making a new translation of llonn-r, 
and am on the point of linishiiig the twenty-first book of thi 
Iliad 'I'he reasons upon which 1 undertake this HereuU ri 
l.Lbuur, and by which 1 justify an enterprise in whien 1 
seem so ctleetually antieiiMtc'd by I'ope, although in f u : 
he li, IS nut anticipated me at all, 1 may possibly giveyui. 
il you wish fur them, when 1 can find nothing nion 
iineiesiiiig to say A period which I do not eunceive to I 
vciy iieai ' 1 have nut answered many things in yo' ' 

letter, nor tan Ido it at present for want of rooi 

I laiinot believe but that 1 should ki^ow you, notwit 
St Hiding all that time iniy liave done there is nut i leatur 
ut your t.iee, could 1 m,.et it upon the ro.icl, by itself, thu I 
snoiild not iiistatuly recollect 1 slioiild say, that is inv 
cousin s nose, or ihose are her lips and her clii’i, and i> 
woman upo i earth can claim them hut liersclf \s tor in , 
I am a very smart youth of my years, I am notnrii> i 

i grown gray so much as I am grown iiald No matter tht'' 
wasjuuie hau: ui the vvotid Ll^i.i.Vec had tiie ho nour to !» 
loug-Uuue accordingly having found just enough to • i r 
alittie at my e irs, and to iiiteniiis with a little of mv <>w ' 
that still lungs behind, I appear, if you see nu in ,in ,il, 
noon, to luve a very decent head-dress, not easily d's'. 
guislieci troin my natural growth, which being worn wit>i 
small hag, ami a lilack riliaiid about my iie-ck ■ oniimios t 
me the charms ut my youth, even on the verge oi 
Away with the tear ol wntini' too often ' . 

W ( 

1’ S — That the view 1 give you of myself mav Ik 'o’ 
plete, 1 add the' two following items— 1 hat 1 am m debt t 
nobody, and tliat 1 grow fat 
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CCCXXIX. 

DEATH-BED MEMOIRS -REASONS FOR TRANSLAT- 
INO HOMER-RENEWAL OF HIS INTEROOURSE 
WITH LADT HESEETH-HOPE OF BETTER DATS. 

lO IHL KLV JOHN NtUXON. 

MV DEAR I'RIE'VD, Hoc 3t 

I AM glad to hear that ili<*rc is surh .i dcmaiul for )oiir 
la-it Narrative If I in.nv judge of tin ir gtiKMl utility by 
the effect that they have hiretofnre had upon me, there .ire 
'i u tilings more edify iiig than death bed memoirs They 
iMtcrest every re.ider bu iiise tluv speik. of a period .it 
tthii h all must arrivt , iiul .iflord a solid ground ol i in oiir 
ageuient to survivors to espett the same, or similar support 
.itul comfort, when it shall Ik tluir turn to ilie 

I .also am eiuploved in iMiting nirntivi, but not so 
Useful CmployintiU, howivir, ind with tin pm, is, 
through habit, Ikmiiiil t ssmti.il to mv wtll In ing . and to 
produte alii.ijs original immiis, cs|)(.ciall> ol lonsidmibli 
1( 1 gth, Is not so CIS' lor some weeks alii r 1 hid 
t'liished the I tsk, and v nt .iwa> the l.ist sheet i orn • li d, 

1 w,as through nei Cssit) idle, and siiflend nit a little in 
mv spirits foi being so ()m «1 ly. be iii't in sin h ilisiress 
Ol mind .as was hardly support dile, I took up tin lli.iil , 
III I merely to divert atte-ntion and \.ith no mori pm on 
■ 1 ,'tionul whit I was then entiriii" upon, than 1 liivij 
It this iiioiiient of wh.it I shall In doing this <l.iy Iwi iiiy 
irs lienee, translated the •twelve first Inns of il 
Hie same iieussiiy pressing iiii .ig im, I h.ad m oiirsi to 
the sime evpedient, and translatid iiion Kviry ilay 
bringing its uei asioii for eiiijiloyiiienl with it, iviryilay 
< onsei|uentlv .iilded soiiietning to the work till .at last I 
bug.an to rilleit thus — Ihc Iliad and Odyssi y together 
I oiisists of .ilnait tony thousand verses To tr.iiisl.iti 
iiiese forty tliuusand verses will furnish me with ok upition 
for a considerable tmie I have alre.idy iii.ide some 
progress, atid 1 find it a most agree.able aiiiuscment 
ilniiiir. 111 iniiiit of punt), isa most blatniKss writi r and, 

though he was not an enlighteneil man. Ins inti rsperstil 
many great and valinable truths thru’igliuut both Ins iminis 
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In short, he is in nil respects a most venerable old gentle- 
man, by an ac(]uaintancc «ith -nhom no man can disgrace 
himself The literati are all agreed to a man, that, 
although Pope has given us tao pretty poems under 
Homer’s titles, there is not to be found in them the least 
portion of Homer's spirit, not the least resemblance of his 
manner I will try, therefore, whether I cainiot copy him 
somewhat more happily my!>clf I have at least the 
adsaiit.ige of Pope’s faults and failings, which, lilte so 
ininy liuojs upon a dangerous coast, will serve me to steer 
by, and will make my chance for success more probable 
These anil many other considerations, but espetiall> a 
miiid that abhorred n vai mini as its chief bane, impelled 
me so elTei tually to the work, that ere long, I mean to 
publish propo-.als for a sulisi riptiuii to it, haiing aibnneed 
so far as to b( warranted in doing so I ha\i lOiineMons, 
and no (iw suih, by means of which I base the utmost 
reason to i \pi< t that a hnsk eireulition nnv be procunil 
and if It should prove a proiitable enterprise, the profit will 
nut nirrue to i iiiiii who may lie said nof to want it It is 
a business suih .is it will not, indeed, he iiiueh in your w.iy 
to promote , but, among your numerous connexions, it is 
possible tint you may know some who would siidii lenily 
iiiUrest themselves III siieh a work to be nut uiiwillii\<, to 
Milisiribe to it I do not mean — lar be it from me — to put 
you upon making hn/irdoiis applii ations, where you might 
ivossilily m* ur a relusd, that would give you though but i 
inoim lit s pain ^ on know best voiir own opportunities 
and powers m suih a i inse If you laii do butlittli, 

I shall esteem It mill Ii . and if you ( an do nothing, 1 am 
sure that it will not be fur want ut a will 

I have latily had three visits Inmi my old school-fellow 
Mr liigot, a brother of laird Itigut, and of Mr Chestej ol 
('hu hely At liis list visit ho brought his wile with him i 
most amiable worn in, to sec Mrs Unwin I told him luv 
purpose, anil my piogrcss He received the news wi'h 
great pleasure , immediately siibsrnbed a drift of twenty 
pounds , anil promised me his whole lit irt, and his whole 
interest, w Inch lies prineiiially among people of the lirst 
fashion 
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My correspondence has latelj aNo l)CL’n renewed with 
my dear cousin l.ady HessWeth, whom 1 c\or Io\od .ib a 
bister, (for we Were in a manner brought up toe:i.ther,) and 
who writes to me as afteitiotnti.ly as if slie were so ''he 
.also enters into ni) \ lew s and interests upon tins inLision 
with a warmth that gives me ureit enanirauemLiil Ihe 
circle of h«r acriuamtani e is likewise \er\ eMeiisive , and 1 
have no doubt that she will evert her iniliieiKe to its utmost 
possibilities among them. I luve other strings to my bow, 
(pirhaps, as a tr.insl.itur of ilumer, I should say, to my 
Ivre,) which I cannot here Liiuniirate , but, upon the whole, 
my prospect seems promising onotieh I have not jet con 
suited Johnson upon the iki ision, but intend to do it soon 

My spirits are somewhat Uater tli in tlu y were In tiu 
course of the last month, I luve p.riLivul a viry sensible 
amendment TIil hopi. of IvelUrd tjs si t.ms a..,un to d.iwn 
upon mu , and I luw now and thui .an intnii iiion, though 
slight and transient, that (fod has not abandoni.d iin. for 
ever 

v^ c have paid Nat (ae his inteicst, and I i m lost his .n - 
knowledgement Ills 1 isi w is so i lUctndlv iiiisind tli ii wi 
h.tve never found it Mrs bnwiii, who sends hvr lovi., lugs 
that jou will pij out ol lint sum for thi. in wspipi rs, ,uul 
tvmit, if j<m van think ot n, ilu !■ w shilling' ihil will rv 
main, liy the first that sh ill I ill upon jou m his way to 
Olnij bile IS son) that shv forgot tin grvi iis 

This last p.iragr\ph must In, \ onsiili ud is m a parcntlu * 
SIS, for I am going I Ml k to thi subjut of tin. priudiiig, 
VI/ mjsvif Having been for some vvar. iroiibKil with an 
niconwnnnt stum n h . and latvlj’, witli i sloni.n h that will 
I'lgvst nothing without help .uid wv having rt.ii hvd th'‘ 
bottom of our own iiivdi< a, skill, into whn li wv haw divvd 
1 1 . little or no puipos^ , I h iw at !■ ngth i oiisviUi d to con 
suit Ur Kerr, and c\|k.i t to s^c hnn in iiliyortwo Ivii 
gawd as 1 am, and am bkvly to be, so long is I .mu i ipable 
of It, m writing for tin prvss, I < iniioi will .ilTord to inter 
tain a malady that is su' h an enemy to all muiUl ( per.i 
l ons 

Ihe morning is heaiiliful, and tvinpts me forth into tin 
garden It is all the walk tlut 1 can have at this season, 
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but not all the exercise. 1 nng a peal every day upon the 
dumbbells 

I am, my dear friend, most trucly, 

Vours and Mrs. Newton’s, W C 


CCCXXX. 

WBITINa BENEnOIAL TO HIH-HIS DAILY TASK 
IN TBANSLATINa-BEBIABKS ON P0PN8 HOMEB 

TO I.\UV HESKETH. 

DFAKRiT counv, Thursday, Doc 15, 17S5 

\fv desk IS always pleasant, hut never so pleasant as 
when I am writing to you If I am not obliged to you for 
the thing itself, at lu.ist I am for your h.iving decided tlu 
matter against me, and resolving th.at it should Lome m 
spite of all my objeLtions Before it arrived, Mrs Lnum 
had spied out for it .a place tli.it exactly suits it A CLrt.im 
fly-table til the corner of the room, which 1 had uvir 
looked, alTords it a convenient stand when'it is nut w.intcd, 
and It IS e.isily tninsfirred to a larger when it is II 1 
must nut know to whom I am principally indebted for it, 
at least let me entreat )ou to make my ackrio\\1edge'iKnt'> 
of gratitude ami love .\s to my freiiuciit use of it, 1 will 
tell you how tliat m.itter stands Wlitii I was writing iiiy 
, first volume, and was but just beginning to emerge Irum .i 
st.ate of nil lancholy th.it h.id continued some > cars (tro’ii 
which, by the waj, 1 do not arcount myself even now 
delivcrc'd,) Mrs (.mwiii iiiMstcd on my rehiii|uishinj; the 
pen, apjiri.heniling consisiin-nrcs injurious to my hislili 
When i.adics insist, )uu know, there is nn end of the litivi 
ncss . oliediencc on our p.srt lict omes necessary I aci ordma 
ly obeyed, but having lost ni) fidillc, I bec.inie pensive and 
unluippy , she therefore ristoretl it to me, convinced oi 
Us utility, and from th.u d.iy to this I have never ceased^ to 
scrape Observe, however, my dur, that I scrape lU'! 
nlwMys My task that I assign myself is to translate forty 
lines a day , if they pass off easily I sometimes make them 
fifty, but never abate any part of the allotted numlnr 
Perhaps I am occupied an hour and a half, perhap> 
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three hours . hut gcncrall) between two ami three This, 
voii ■> 00 , IS labour lh.it c.tn huit no nun , aini what I ime 
triiishted in the raoriiinn, in the csoniiii' I tran>.cii\ic 
Imagine not that I am so iiiiiuiiuii .is to -(.nil )oii into 
the field w ith no cn.a(ljutor but Mr ll.agot He is indeed 
one of my great diiionderK les, but I h.ue others, .tiul not 
mconsideralile ones be-ide- Mr Unwin is of loiirse 
hearty 111 my cause, and he h.is sexer.il importniit cun 
nexions I hate, by his ine.iiis ori'.tin.ill\, an at i|ii.imtan('i, 
though by* letters only, with Mr smith, meinliirfor Nol- 
t.ngh.ain My whole interioiir-e with iny lioolcst Her has 
hitherto been carrud on tbroiuh the inidiiim of (i irliiiiK ii- 
tary privilege Hi is [ilei-id to -pi.ik viiy li.indsomily 
of Illy books, and, I doubt not, will assist my siibsi ri|itioii 
with ardour John I liornUm tlie gn it, who toeelhcr 
with his three son-, nil three in )MrIiiinint, bis, I -iip^iose, 
a l.irger swce|i in till < ity thin my in in, will, I lute rea- 
son to hope, be eipuHy /(' dolls in my f.iiour Mr N'lW- 
ton. who lias .1 liriio mtliiiiKe in that ipi liter .il-o, will, 

I know, serve me like a brother I li.ive also cm h.ingcd 
some letters with Mr 15 non, the st.itiiary, whose lon- 
iiisions must iiuds be extensive, and who, it I ni.iv judge 
from the sentiments tint be i \pri’— iS tow.irds iiii, will not 
hi baikward in in\ sirvm Neither Invi I .inv doubt 
blit that 1 I an cng.igc Lord Hartinoiith I In >(■, iny lU.irvsl 
Lijtisin, ixreiil the l.ist, (.itid I iiieiition it l>'r your gri.iter, 
coiiifort,) are all, to a in HI, I’lttitis Mr 'smith, in p.irti 
(iikir, is one of the ininistir’s most intiiniti Irniids, .ind 
w IS with him whin the tiirnjnke in in h, id like to have 
sjioiled linn for a premier lor ivir All this I hive said 
by wav of el.ainiing you on the Iw k, not wondiring that 
voiir poor heart arhtd .at the idi.i ol being almost .a solitary 
l.ady Lrrant on the ouasinn 
'Vitli respert to 111' ( iiii rpri-e itself, tin re arc certain 
]>(\)nts of delii ary that will not siilfer me to m.ike a public 
"tstifir.ation of it It would ill become mi avowidlyto 
point out tWe faults of I’oi). in a prefare, and would be 
as impolitic as indecent ilut to you, my dear, I i.an utter 
m\ mind frcelv F,it rm oremise, however, tb,at you 
ansvered the gentleman’s in'iuiry, whether in blank verse 
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or not, to a marvel It is even so and let some entice 
say nhat they «ill, I aver it, .ind will for ever aver it, that 
to |>ive a just rejirv-scntation of Homer in rhyme, is a na- 
tural impossibility No A for Pope himself I will allow his 
whole merit He has written a great deal of very inusual 
and sweet verse in his traiisLition of Homer, but his verst 
IS not universally such, on the contrary, it is often lame, 
feeble, and flat He has, besides, occasionally a felicity ot 
expression pe< uliar to himself , but it is a felirily purtli 
modern, and has nothin'; to do with Homer Except tin 
Jiilile, tliere never was in the world a book so re'inarkabK 
fur that s]ie'cics of the sublimi .that owes its very existi nt c 
to siinplit ity, as the w oiks of Homer He is always mr 
votis, jilain, natural I re'fer you to voiir own knowledge of 
his r<i]jjisl for a decision upon Pope’s merits in these 
partu tiliirs 'I he garden in all the gaiety of June is less 
ilowerv than Ills '1 ninslatioii Metaphors of which Homer 
newer dreamt, vvhieh he eliti not seek, and which pro- 
bably he would Imu disdained if he had found, follow' 
c.'ich other in ipiuk suoession like tin/ slidmi. pictures 
in a show box Homer is, on oiiMsions th. i ( ill for sp, h 
a style, tlic e'isiest and most fainilMr of .ill writers, a 
nre uiiistanee that escaped Pojhi entirely, who tikes most 
religious care th.it he sh.ill everywhere strut in buckram 
'Ihe speetlits of his heroes are olten animated to a dearie 
that Popi no doiilit .iKoiinted unmannerly and nid,., 
for he h is rediic i cl iiiinihers of them that arc of th.it 
character to the jiirfiit stancl.ird ol l-reiich good-breeding 
bh.iki spi ire Inmsilf did not exitl Hoiiut in diserimin.Uic'ii 
ot character, neither is he more .ittentive to evict consis- 
tence and [iresc rv moil of it throughout In Pope, m 
wlmtever c.iuse It was owing, whether he did not see it, 
or seeing It, acc'niintcd it an alT.iir of no moment, this 
great hciiity is almost absolutely annihiLitecl In bhort, 
niy clear, there is lurcllv any thing m the world so unliki 
another, as I’ope’s version ofHomertothcnrigin.il (livt 
me a great corking pin that I miy stick* your tiiih 
upon my sleeve There— it is done Now assiiri 
yourself, upon the credit of a man who imcte 
Homer much his study in his youth, and who is 
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perhaps better acquainted iMth riq'ic''* transition ot him 
than almost any man, having tnentv-liie >LMrs ago com- 
pared them \i ith eac h other lino by hue througlumt , upon 
the credit of a man, too, nho \iouUl not for the nurld de- 
ceive you in the smallest matter, that Tope neier entered 
into the spirit of Homer, tint he never translated him, 1 
had almost said, did not undiistind him many passages it 
is literally true that he did not Why, when he first enter- 
ed on his |ask, did he, (as he did, liy his oun ronfcssion,) 
for ever dream that ho was wandering in unknown ways 
tiiat he was lost upon heaths and forests, anil awoke in 
terror ? I will tell you, my deir, his tin ims were enihicms 
of his waking expcrieiu c , and I am mistake n, if I loiiIcI 
not go near to jiroie tint at his first setting out. he knew* 
very little of (iri. I k, mil w is ni ver in irli pt m it, to the 
list Therefori, iiiy In lovul i oiisiii oin i more take heart 
1 have a fair opportunilv to a>(|iiiri. h i.i >ur . and if when I 
lint nnishcd the lliul, I d ■ not ii;) iii i ool eonsidtratioii 
think tliat I hne,sit iircd '* I will Inn ii tin lopy 

\ luindred tilings niiisi <'0 iinniswtr. I, but not tlu‘ oys- 
ti 's unii'knoivleiU'id, wlinb ironinaikiblv fine Again 1 
liivespaei for K« ir, not lining s,,|| him \it I 1 mnot 
to liiiii now, lest We \houlJ Uhl/ in /hi miJuHty A/,eii// 

Saturday. 

I must now lunldle iiptwii.U millers in a i orner No 
Kerr yet l report pn v ills m oiir Unvii tint hi is vi ry ill, 
mil 1 am virv sorry il he n 1 wiii no liithr thin a lie.ist 
I mild I lorgel to thank you lor an order ol ovsti rs thniugli 
th. SI ison I love you for all voiir kinilnissis, ,md for 
tli.s iinong the n st 1 wroti lil<b 10 lolmsoii on lln suli- 
)■ ■ t of Homer He is a kiiowma nnii m his track , and im- 
ilerjtands liookse-lli rs’ trap . s wi II as any niiii He wishes 
111' not to publish by siilisi riptnm but to ] ml my copy into 
il 1 hands Hi thinks hi 1 in mdi im sin h iiroposals as I 
li.^ll like 1 sh.ill aiiswi r mm to d iv, irnl not cli pirl from 
■IV piirposOf Hut I coti'i ir hi> .nlvnensa favour.dile 
i .lien 'I he list post broii dit me i v. ry obliging letter 
troin the aboves.ud Mr ‘viiiiih I sh ill answer it to-d.iy, 
mrl shall make mv iiitMicledapiilnation for his interest in 
Oehalf of my bubseripiian 1 ai.vays take cate to have sufB- 
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cient exercibc everj’ day When the weather forbids walk- 
ing, 1 ring a thousand boti-majors upon the dunib-bulh 
You would be delighted to sec the performance Again, I 
say that I love you, and I do so in particular for the inter- 
est that you took in the success of the passages that you 
say were read in the evening party that you mention 1 
know the friendly warmth of your heart, and how valuable 
a thing It IS to have a share in it The hare was caught by 
a shepherd’s-dug, that had not the fear of the law befori. 
his eyes , was transferred by the shepherd to the clerk of 
the parish, and by him presented to us Mrs Unwin is 
ever deeply sensible of your kind remembrances of her 
Her son is sometiines in Town, and if you (icrmit him, will, 
I douljt not, rejoue to give a morning rap at your door, 
upon the first intimation of such permission from me, 
whenever opporliinity sludl iifler 

Now farewell, my clean si cousin, and deservedly my 
most beloved friend, farewell 

W ith true afTcelion vours, WM COUl’LR 


ccrxwr 

8UBSCRIPTI0N-THE DESK. 

r<l 111! KI V veil I I VM LMVIV 
viv III tu iKirsii, Dee 24, ITs'i 

You would li.ivo foiinel a lelti'r fniiii me .it Mr 'siniili ' 
according to your assign uion, liul not the post, seitru 
out two hours sooiur than the iisinl time, [ireveitied iii< 
The Odysse) that you sent, luis hut one f.iiilt, at le isi but 
one that 1 Ii.avo disiovered, which is, tint 1 cannot re id il 
The very .attempt, if persevered 111 , would seion make ai'e 
as blind as Homer w is hiinsclf I .im now in the I isi 
book of the Iliael , sh.dl be obliged to veiu therefore f<>v a 
more legible one by the first op{)ortiiniiy 

I wrote to Johnson l.itclv, desiring linn to give in 
advice and information on the subjeei of proposals for i 
siibscnpiion , and he desired me in his answer nut to usi 
that mode of pijblication, but to treat with him , add mg. 
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that he could make me such ofTers, .is (he believed) I 
should approve. I have replied to his letter, but abide 
by my first purpose. 

Having occasion to write to Mr Smith, concerning his 
princely benevolence, extended this yc.iT ilso to the (voor 
of Olney, I put in a good word for my poor self likewise, 
and have received a very obliging and em our.tging answer 
He promises me six names in p.irticular, tliat (he says) 
Kill do me no discredit, aiwl expresses a viisli to be served 
Kith papers as soon as they shill b<‘ printed 

I meet with encouragement from all quarters, such 
as I find need of indeetl in an enterprise of siilIi length 
.ind moment, but such as at the same time I find effcL- 
tual Homer is not a poet to be tr.inslateil uniler the dis- 
.idvantage of doubts .ind dejection 

lait me sing the praises of the desk which mv dear 
cousin has sent me In general, it is .as iKg.int .is possible 
In p.irticul.ir. It is of cedir, iHMUtilully Limiiered When 
put together,it assumes the form of a handsome small ehest, 

< ontains all sorts*ut ai < om.nodations, e fiirnishi il Kith t tit 
gl.iss for ink and sand, and is hinged, handled, and mount 
«d with silver It is inlaid with ivory, and serves the purpose 
of rending desk It came stored Kith st.itionery of ill sorts, 
Slid this splendid sheet is i part of it 'I’he siiiilT box, a 
present to your mother, is .ilso very handsome 1’' rein h 
paper, with a gold lunge, and bordered Kith an inl,iv of 
cevc'i/cAA/et/ gu/i/, as the ( iuds tall it, but as men, Kith a* 
gold chain 

Your affcrtionate (* 


CCCXXXII 

INTOBMINO HIM OF HIS INTENDED 
TBANSLATION 

TO JOStPH HILL, ESQ 

NT DBAS miEND, Dec 84, 178.5 

Till I had made such a progress in my present undcrtak< 
mg, as to put It out of all doubt that, if I hved, I should 

45 
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proceed in, and finish it, I kept the matter to myself It 
srould have done me little honour to have told my friends 
that I had an arduous enterpnsc in hand, if afterwards I 
must have told them that I had dropped it Knowing it 
to have been universally the opinion of the literati, ei-er 
since they have altoucd themselves to consider the matter 
coolly, that a translation, properly so called, of Homer, is, 
notwithstanding what Pope has done, a desideratum in the 
English language, it struck me, that an attempt to supply 
the deficiency would be an honourable one ; and having 
made myself, in former years, somewhat critically a master 
of the original, 1 was by this double consideration induced 
to make the attempt myself I am now translating into 
blank verse the last book of the Iliad, and mean to publish 
by subscription W. C 


CCCXXXIII. 

SNDEAVOUBS TO SERVE HIMSELF WITH HIS 
TRAHSLATIOH- HEFITSAL OF SAMPLE-MB. 

SMITH'S BOUNTT TO THE POOH. 

TO THE RUV WILLIAM UNWIN, 
tir URAR WILLIAM, Vec 31, 1785 

You base learned from .ny last that I am now conducting 
myself upon the plan that you reroinnieiided to me in the 
summer EiU since 1 wrote it, 1 have made still farther 
advances in iny negotiation with Johnson The proixisals 
are adjusted The proor-iih'...t has been printed oflf, correr 
ted, and returned They wtil be sent abroad as soon as I 
I an make up a complete list of tbe jicrsonagcs and persons 
to whom I would have them sent , which in a few days 1 
hope to be able to accomplish. Johnson behaves ten 
well, at least according to my conception of the matter, and 
seems sensible that 1 hate dealt liberally with him Hu 
wishes me to be a gainer by my labours, in his own word’s 
“ to put something handsome m my pocket,” -and recom- 
mends two large quartos for the whole He would not (he 
says) by any means advise an extravagant pricey and has 
fixed It at three guineas , the half, as usual, be paid at the 
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time of subscnbing, the remainder on dclncry Five hun- 
dred names (he addb) at this price will put above a thou- 
sand pounds into my purse, 1 am doing my best to olitain 
them I have written, I think, to all my ciuondam fricnd& 
except those that are dead, requiring the assistance I 
have gulped and swallowed, and I have written to the Chan- 
cellor, and I have written to Colnian 1 now bring them 
both to a fair test They can both serve me most materi- 
ally if so disposed Mr Nentun is warm in my service, 
and can* do nut a little i have of course written to Mr 
Jlagot, who, when he was here, with much oarncstiicvs and 
affection entreated mu so to do, a*- soon as I should have 
settled the conditions If T could gel Sir Kicharil Sutton's 
address, I would wntu to him also, though I h.ive liecn but 
once in his coinpiny stme I left Westminster, where he 
and I read the Iliad and Odyssey llirou!'h togitlier I en- 
close I-ord Dartnioiith’s answer to my appluntion, which I 
will get you to show to I«idy Hesketh, liecauso it will pleast* 
her I shall be glad if you can make an opportunity to call 
on her, during yfour ])reseiU stay in town Vuu ubscrvu 
tnerefore that I am not wanting to myscir , he that is so, 
has no just claim on the assistance of others, neither shall 
myself have any cause to eoinplain of me in other res- 
pects I thank you for your friendly hints and preeaulions, 
and shall not fail to give them the guidanc e of my pen I 
respect the public, and respect myself, and had rather want 
bread than expose myself wantonly to the condemnation of 
cither I hate the affectation so frequently found in aiillmrs, 
of negligence and slovenly slightness , and in the jiresent 
case am sensible how especially nccc*sssry it is to shun 
them, when 1 undertake the vast and insidious labour of 
doing better than Pope lias done before me I thank yon 
for all that you have said and done in my raiisc, and be- 
forehand for all that you shall say and do hereafter I am 
sure that there will be no deficiency on your part In par- 
ticular I thank you for taking such jealous care of my 
honour and lesjiectability, when the Mann you m ntion 
applied for samples of my translation When I deal in 
wine, cloth, or cheese, I will give samples, but of verse 
never. No consideration would have induced me to com- 
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ply with the gentleman’s demand, unless he could have 
assured me that his wife had longed 

I have frequently thought with pleasure of the summer 
that you have had in your heart, while you have been 
employed in softening the seventy of winter in behalf of so 
many who must otherwise have been exposed to it 1 wish 
that you could make a general gaol — delivery, leaving only 
those behind who cannot elsewhere be so properly disposed 
of You never said a better thing in your life, than when 
you assured Mr Smith of the expediency of a gift of 
liirlding to the poor of Olney. There is no one article of 
thi^ world’s comforts, with which, as FalstalT says, they 
arc so heinously unprovided When a poor woman, and an 
ho' i'st one, whom we know well, carried home two pair of 
1 ) 1.1 nkets, a pair fur herself and husband, and a pair for her 
SIX children, as soon as the children saw them, they jumped 
oil' of their straw, caught them in their arms, kissed them, 
b1. ssed them, and danced for joy. An old vroman, a very 
old one, the first night that she found herself so comfort' 
dbly covered, could not sleep a wink, beirig kept awake by 
tb>< contrary emotions, of transport on the one hand, and 
tlu fear of not being thankful enough on the other 
It just occurs to me, to say, that this manuscript of mine 
« ill Ih! ready for the press, as 1 hojic, by the end of Febru- 
ary 1 sliall have finished the Iliad in about ten days, and 
^shall proceed immediately to the revisal of the whole You 
must, if possible, come down to Olney, if it l>e only that 
you may take the charge of its safe delivery to Johnson 
For if by any accident it should be lost, I am undone, — the 
first copy being but a lean counterpart of the second 
Your mother joins with mu m love and good wishes cf 
every kind, to you, and all yours. Adieu, W. C. 
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CCCXXXIV. 

PISA8ED THAT SHE IS PIAASED WITH UR. UNWIN 
-ANIUADYERSION ON THE TASK AS BEING 
UNEQUAL WELL BEOETTED. 

TO LADY IIki>l>.l!.TiL 

Jan. 10 1780 

It gave me great pleasure that you found my friend Unn in, 
«hat I was sure you would iind him, a most agrccahlu 
man. I did not usher him in with the mirrow-boncs and 
cleavers of high-sounding panegyric, both liccaiisc I was 
curtain that whatsoever merit he had, your discernment 
would mark it, and because it is possible to do a man 
material injury by making his prai'ic his kirbinger It is 
easy to raise expectation to such a jiitc h, that the re.ility, 
be It ever so excellent, must necessarilj fall beluu it 

I hold myself much iiidciitcd to Mr , ol whom I 

Lave the first information froin yuurseIf,bolh for his fi leiidly 
disposition towaiSds me, and lor the manner in wbu h he 
marks the defects in my volume An author must be 
tender indeed to wince on Iming touched so gently It ix 
undoubtedly as he says, and as you and my urn le say 
You cannot be all mistaken, neither is it .at all [irobable 
that any of you should be so 1 t.akc it for granted then 
fore that there are inciiualitics in the composition, and I 
do assure you. my dc.ar, most faitlifiilly, that if it should* 
reach a second edition, 1 will spare no p.aiiis to improve it 
It may serve me for an agreeable amusement perhaps when 
lliimer shall be gone and done with The first edition 
of poems has generally been susceptible of improvement 
Pope, I believe^ never pub'ished one in Ins life that did not 
undergo variations , and his longest jneces, many I will 
not observe, that inequalities there must be always, and in 
every work of length. There are level jwrts of every sub- 
ject, p. rts which we cannot with jiropriety attempt to ele- 
vate They are by nalun- humble, and can on!) be made 
>o assume an awkward and uncouth n|>|iearance by being 
mounted But, again, I take it for granted that this re- 
mark does not apply to the matter of your objection You 
were sufficiently aware of it, before, and Ipvc no need that 
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I should suggest it as an apology, could it have served that 
office, but vould have made it for me yourself In truth, 
my dear, had you known in what anguish of mind I wrote 
the whole of that poem, and under what perpetual interrup- 
tions from a cause that has since been removed, so that 
sometimes I had not an opportunity of writing more than 
three lines at a sitting, you would long since have wondered 
as much as I do myself, that it turned out any thing better 
than Grub Street. 

My cousin, give yourself no trouble to find out any of the 
Magi to scrutinize my Homer. I can do without them 
and if I were not conscious that I have no need of their 
help, I would be the first to call for it. Assure yourself 
that I intend to be careful to the utmost line of all possible 
caution, both with respect to langii.sgc and versification I 
will not send a verse to the press, that shall not have under- 
gone the stru test examination 
As subscription is surely on every account the most eli- 
gible mode of publication When I shall have emptied the 
purses of my friends, and of their friends, into my oun, I 
am still free to lev y contributions upon the world at large, 
and I shall then have a fund to defray the expenses of a 
new edition I have ordered Johnson to print the propo 
sals immediately, and hope that they will kiss your hands be- 
fore the week is expired 

1 have had the kindest letter from Josephus that I ever 
'had He mentioned my purpose to one of the masters of 
Eton, who replied, that "such a work is much wanted ’’ 
Affectionately yours, W, C 

cccxxxv 

GLAD THAT HIS FBIEin} HAS BHBH LAHT HES 
KETH-WHT DOES THE ILIAD END WITH THE 
BUEIAL OF HEOTOB ? UB. UNWIN’S OENSUBEBS 

TO THE REV WILLIAM UNWIN 
MV DEAR WILUAM, Jw. 14, 1786, 

I AM glad that you have seen Lady Hesketh 1 knew that 
you would find her every thing that is amiable and elegant 
Else, beuig my gelation, I would never have shown her to 
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you. She also was delighted mth her visitor, and expects 
the greatest pleasure in seeing you again ,but is under some 
apprehensions that a tender regard for the drum of your ear 
may keep you from her Never mind ' you have two drums ; 
and if she should crack both, I «ill buy you a trumpet. 

General Cowper having much pressed me to accompany 
my proposals with a specimen, I have sent him one. It is 
taken from the twenty-fourth book of the Iliad, and is part 
of the interview between Priam and Achilles. Tell me, if 
It be possible, for any man to tell me, — why did Homer 
leave off at the burial of Hector ? Is it possible that he 
could be determined to it by a conceit, so little worthy of 
him, as that, having made the number of his books com- 
pletely the alphabetical number, he would not for the joke's 
sake proceed any farther ? Why did he not give us the 
death of Achilles, and the destruction of Tro) ? Tell me 
also, if the critics, with \nstotlc at their lieail, have not 
found that he left off cx.ictly where he should , and that 
every epic pocm^ to all generations, is bound to coneludc 
with the burial of Hector ^ I do not in the least doubt it 
lliereforc, if I live to write a doren epic i>oeiTis, I will al- 
ways take care to bury Hector, and to bring all matters at 
that point to an immediate conclusion. 

I had a truly kind letter from Mr .Smith, written immedi- 
ately on bis recovery from the fever. I am bound to ho- 
nour James’s powder, not only for the services it has often* 
rendered to myself, but still more for having been the 
means of preserving a life ten times more valuable to so 
cicty than mine is ever likely to be 

You say — “why should 1 trouble you with my troubles ?" 
I answer — “Why not 1 What is a friend good for, if we 
may not lay one end of the sack upon his shoulders, while 
we ourselves carry the other ?’’ 

*You see your duty to God, and your duty to your neigh- 
bour , an4, you practise both with your best abilitj) Vet a 
reitain person accounts you blind. I would that all the 
world were so blinded even as you are I But there are 
some in it, who, like the Chinese, say— “We have two eyes , 
and other nations have but one 1“ I am gjad however that 
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in your one eye you have sight enough to discover that 
such censures are not worth minding 
I thank you heartily for every step you take in the ad* 
vancement of my present purpose. 

Contrive to pay Lady H a long visit, for she has a thou- 
sand thmgs to say. Yours, my dear William, W. C. 

CCCXXX\T 

HOPES FROM HIS SUBSORXPTION-LO&D 
DARTMOUTH. 

TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 

NV DRAB mSMD, JsB 14, 178& 

You never suffered your sermons to interfere with our 
correspondence, much less ought I to permit my poetry to 
do sa Neither do I , for Uiough I have many unanswered 
letters, at least several, and am at this time particularly in- 
tent upon the preparation of the Iliad for the press, these 
are not the reasons why I am at this tilne shorter than 
usual, I told you I liclievc, that I have been obliged to 
put my stomach under the care of a physician A part of 
the discipline that he has enjoined me is an emetic every 
tun days or a fortnight This happens to be the very day 
dedicated to that exercise, and the abominable drug not 
choosing to return the way it went, has kept me in a sUte 
' of continual sickness, so that I am at present altogether un- 
qualilied to do what I have here undertaken. 

My proposals are alre.idy printed. I ought rather to saj, 
that they arc ready for pruiting , having near ten days ago 
returned the correction of the proof But a cousin of mine, 
and one who will, I dare say, m very active in my literary 
cause, (I mean General Cowper,) having earnestly recoin- 
ineiidod it to me to annex a specimen, I have acconlingly 
sunt him one, extracted from the latter part of the last book 
of the Iliad, and consisung of a hundred and seven linCs 
I chose to extract it from that part of the poem, because 
if the reader should happen to find himself content with it, 
he will naturally be encouraged by it to hope well of the 
part preceding. Every man who can do any thing in the 
tiansiatuig way if pretty sure to set off with spirit ; but m 
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works of such a length, there is always danger of flagging 
near the close 

M> subscription, I hope, mil be more powerfully promot- 
ed than subscriptions generally are 1 ha\e a warm and 
affectionate friend in I^dy Hesketh , and one ciiually dis- 
posed, and even still more able to ser\ e me, in the (.'iciieral 
alixve-mentioned. The Ilngot family all undertake my 
•'tiise with ardour , and I have several others, of whose abi- 
liiv and good-will I could not doubt without doing them 
injustice ‘It will, however, be necessary to bestow much 
time on the revisal of this work, for many reasons , and es- 
jierially, because he who lonteiids with IVijie uptin fluiiicr's 
ground, ran, of all writers, least afford to be neghgent 
Mr. .Scott brought me .ns murh as he could reuieiiilier of 
a kind message from 1 .ord 1).nrtmouth , but it was rather 
imperfectly delivered Enough of it, however, mine to hninl 
to convince me that his lairdship takes a friendly interest 
111 my success. When his I ordship and I sat side by side, 
in the sixth form at Westminster, we little thought that in 
[iM' css of time, one of iis was ordaiiicd to give a new tran- 
-.liiion of Hoincr Yet, at that scry lime, it seems, I was 
la) ing the foundation of this suiK-rstriicture 
We were greatly pleased with youraicmint of Mr W May 
your new disciple’s condui t ever do honour to his prin- 
iiples, and to the instructions of the spiritual loimsellor 
whom he hath chosen Mr Unwin in his last liturt.ikes 
notice of the change in him that you have spoken of Your 
V tier lb at this moment in the flames, according to your 
desire 

Many thanks for oysters, and much love upon all ac- 
counts, to you and yours Adieu, my friend, W C. 

CCCXXKVII. 

ON THE SPEOIMEN OF HIS TRANSLATION- 
BISHOP BAQOT. 

• TO THL RhV WALTLK BAGOT 
NT DFAR FRIBSD, •faU 15 . ITHfl, 

I H vvF just time to give you an hasty line to explain to 
}ou the delay that the publication of my^ proiiosals has 
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Unexpectedly encountered, and at which I suppose that you 
have been somewhat surprised 

I have a near relation in Ixindon and a warm friend m 
General Cowper ; he is also a person as able as willing tn 
render me material service I lately made him acquainted 
with my design of sending into the world a new Translation 
of Homer, and told him that my papers would soon attend 
him He soon after desired that I would annex to them a 
specimen of the work To this I at first object^ for rea- 
sons that need not be enumerated here, but at last acceded 
to his advice , and accordingly the day before yesterday I 
sent him a specimen It consists of one hundred and seven 
lines, and is taken from the interview between Priam and 
Achilles in the last book. I chose to extract from the 
latter end of the poem, and as near to the close of it as pos- 
sible, that I might encourage a hope in the readers of it, 
that if they found it in some degree worthy of their appro 
bation they would find the former parts of the work not 
less so. For if a writer flags any where, jk must be when he 
is ne.ar the end 

My subscribers will have an option given them in the 
proposals respecting the price My predecessor in the same 
business was not quite so moderate . You may say per- 
haps, (at least if your kindness for me did not prevent it, 
you would be ready to say,) “It is well but do you place 
yourself on a level with Pope?’' I answer, or rather s/wufJ 
answer — “By no means, — not os a poet , but as a translator 
of Homer, if I did not expect and believe that I should 
even surpass him, why have 1 meddled with this matter at 
all ? If I confess inferionty I reprobate my own under 
taking ” 

When I can hear of the rest of the bishops, that they 
preach and live .is your brother does, I will think more res 
pcctfully of them than I feel inclined to do at present 
They may be learned, and I know that some of them ^rc , 
but your brother, learned as he is, has other more powerful 
recommendations. Persuade him to publish his poetry, 
and I promise you that he shall find as warm and sinecR. 
an admirer in me as in any man that lives. 

Yours, my dear friend, very affectionately, W. C 



TO LAST BesKBTH. 


539 


CCCXXXVIIL 

A LEITEB FROM ANONTMOTJS, PB0MI8I5a nFTT 
POUNDS TEASLT-a003> HOFES-ELUOT'S mm i. 
OINES-FBIENDLT EXERTIONS OF THE BAOOT 
FAMIIiT. 

TO LADY HESKETH 

MV DSAB, Olney, Monday, Jan S3, 1786. 

Anonymous is come again ; — may God bless him, whoso- 
ever he be,'as I doubt not that he will. A certain person 
said on a certain occasion, (and he never spoke a word 
that failed,) AVhoso giveth you a cup of told nater in my 
name, shall by no means lose his reward rherefure ano- 
iivmous as he chooses lo be upon earth, his nniiiu I trust, 
will hereafter be found written in heaven liut when great 
pnnees, or characters much superior to great princes 
eluiose to be incog, it is a sin against dei cney .md good 
manners to seem to know them 1 thcrclure know nothing 
of anonymous, but that I love him lieartily and with most 
almndant cause 'Had I opportunity I would send >ou his 
letter, though yourself excepted, 1 would iiidulge none with 
a sight of It To confide it lo jiwr hr'trls will lie no viola- 
lion of the secrecy tint he has enjtniu i .iimself, and conse- 
'luently me. Hut 1 can give you a short suniniary of its 
purport — .\ftcr an iiiinxlui lion of a religious cast, w huh 
■lues great honour to hiinself, and in vv huh he makes a 
humble comparison between Iiiinself and me, by far too 
iiiui h to my advantage, he proceeds to tell me lh.it lieing 
lately in com[aiiy where iny last work was inentioned, iiieii- 
tion was also made of my intended publieation He 
informs me of the diflbremt sentiineiits of the i oin|>any on 
that subject, and expresses liis own in terms the most en- 
'uui^ging; but adds, that ii.i\ing left the lompany, and 
shut himse'f up in Ins chunber, an apprehension there 
seised him, lest, if perhaps the world should nut enter into 
ny "views of the matter, and the work should eume short of 
till- success that 1 hojic for, the inortiruatiein might pruve 
too much for my health , yet thinks that even in that case 
1 may comfort myself by adverting to similar instance's of 
■Allure where the wrUer’s genius would luve insured sue- 
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cess, if any thing could have insured it; and alludes in 
particular to the fate and fortune of the Paradise Lost In 
the last place he gives his attention to my circumstances, 
takes the kindest notice of their nanowncss, and makes me 
a present of an annuity of fifty pounds a year, wishing that 
it were five hundred pounds In a P S he tells me, a 
small pared will set off by the Wellingborough coach on 
Tuesday next, which he hopes will arri\-e safe 1 have 
given you the bones but the benignity and affection which 
is the marrow of those bones, in so short an abridgement, 
I could not give you Wonder with me, my beloved cousin, 
at the goodness of God, who, according to Dr. Watts's 
beautiful stanza. 

can clear the darkest akiei, 

C.in give lit day for initlit. 

Make ilrupa wf tiitiTil turniw rite 
To rivert uf delight. 

As 1 said once before, so say I again, my heart is as light 
as a bird on tlic sulijei t of Homer Neither without prai 
cr, nor without cniilidcnLe in the providential goodness of 
God, has that work bi un undertaken or conlinucil I .iiii 
not so diinsighted, sad as my spirit is at times, but that I 
can plainly discern Ins I’rovidence going liefore me in tin* 
way Unforeseen, unhoped-for adv.intagcs have sprung .st 
his bidding, and a prospect, at first cloudy indeed and dis 
Gouraging enough, has been continually brightening ever 
since I announced my intentions But suppose the worst — 
suppose that I should not succeed in any measure pro|M>r 
tioned to my hopes ,— how then ? Why then, my dear, I »iil 
hold this language with myself To write was necessary to 
me I undertook an honourable task, and with upnglit in 
tentions. It served me for more than two years as an amuse- 
ment, and as such was of infinite service to my spirits .Hat 
God did not see it good fur me that I should be very famous 
If he did not, it is lietter for me that I am not I'ame is 
neither my meat nor my dnnk , 1 lived fifty years without it, 
and should I live fifty more and get to heaven at last, then I 
shall not want it — So, my dear, you see that 1 am armed 
at all points I do not mean that I should feel nothing, 
but that thus thinking I should fe^ supportably. 
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I knew tint my list Utter wjuUl i;ne >ou pii i, Init ther o 

ni> need tlut it should ^ivc >ou so iniii h lie i\ho hit h 
preserved me hitherto, will still preserve me All the d.i ii 
gers that I have escaped arc s«> miny pillars ol reiue in 
brance to which I shilf hereittor look bnL viiih eomio rt, 
and be able, as 1 well ho(v, t(> inscribe on i lei v niic oi 
them a grateful memorial of t'cods singular prolei tion ol 
me Mine h is been a life of won lers lor m inv \ e ii s, a ml 
a life of wonders I 1 1 inv heirt beli ‘le it will be to ill • i-ii d 
Wonders I have seen in the greit deips, ind woiuLrs 1 
shall see in the paths of mercy also Tins, iny di ir, is m y 
I rei il 

My eyes, you know were never strong, aiul it w is m the 
c liirii ter of a < irpenter ih it I almost pul tin m out I'lu* 
striius and the cvertioiis ol hard Uboiir distended ind n’- 
liYid the bloil vessjs to sii< h .idegm tint in iidhiii 
iiiUion eiisued o ininlul thitfir i >cir I \< is in <oiitiiiiiil 
toriKiit, ind h ul so I ir lost tin* signt of one ol them tli il I 
coiiiil distingiiisii iMtii It notiiiiig but the li.,lil iiilviiy 
luiily/Ar^ Hill a III I < me ol l>li<)’‘s, wlin li I Ind lus ‘r 
trii d liciore, though two ut his in In iius I Ind used lor 
iiniiy )etrs, through tlod's men y i itti 1 me aliiiosi in iii 
Hist lilt, and inv eyes are for the most part stiongn iiul 
I K ircr now than th>.> were vvluo )ou used to set iiu duly 
I shall write to V-phus soon for a suppiv of this in du me, 
for ihoiigb I do not oiien want it, I would n ‘vi r be willioiit 
■1 III h.is always priHurcd it tor me 

1 am heartily glad that your thoughts and ours i oiiu idl'd 
SI) e\a( tly on the subjei t of thi M id ms I should be vi ly 
s.irrv to see Signors and Sgiinris in the list ol my sub 
s( ribers , yet su< h a sight, as those warblers h ive so mui li 
111 . eoiniiiaiid of his pars**, il is not at .ill mi,')ossible tint 
1 might encounter He will nn i ssiril) he.ir of the work, 
■ind if he subscribes hiinsi If, it shill bi i| iile sulli lent I 
rj-joice at my siici csS w ilh Hr Mil> lb wn probibly 
that mend of Dr Johnson s "bo rev is 1 iii> iir.t viiIuiik, 
and madira favourable r.'po'i of It llu' I'lii tli kii').v 
ledge of this last has dilTuscd itself su maeli liirilu r, h is 
been owing, my dear, priiiei|Mlly to >ojr>eli' 11 JJi M ity 
applied to you for p'.riui.i&ien to in.u.iun my Homer m bis 

. 4G 
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next Review, It IS plainly enough to be seen that from you 
he Tcceiicd, or hy your means, ni) last publiration Vous 
avez bcaumip de tm/nf'e, ma louune, in my e.iiise Neither 
the asperity of a entit professe*<l, nor the frowns of a whole 
iiniieriity whom T li.i\e censure'd, have .iny terrors for you, 
where yon apprehend my interest is cumeTiied If Dr 

|.i(k‘'(>n should not call me also ad d foul, as well as 

I'oiie, I should not wonder if he were to gi\c me as hard ,i 

II inn*, or if my hook we're to he hiirnt at ('arf.iv lint 
iievir mind, the liook will do them no hari.', if tlii!y do not 
ijuarrel with good (ounse'l, and if they should, thuir resent 
liiellt will do me none 

1 nuist not eoiK hide without a word m answer to your 
affectionate ciuiuiries rone e'rning the suceess of Dr Kerr^. 
regime'll It has doiu all that in the course of so short a 
time I < otild t spec t from It I ha\e hid aduu to iiidigis 
turns and heartburn \ sjiasniiKlu affic lion of the stomu 'a 

III the night I am still trouhled with, hut m a less degree 
III short, 1 haic little doubt that perscieranec in the 
coui'.e he his jirescrihid '•hall, hy the blessing of (lod, 
rc-tou iiu entire Iv I have added to my dumb hells a 
rope, through wliiili I ]uni|i, if 1 do nut flitter myself, wiiii 
as mue h agility as when a Ik>s 'I'lns is much the best 
ilmnestie' e\eri ise of tin two 

I haie a large interest in SnfTortlshirc by means of the 
IDgeit fmiil\ and yi'stcrdiy brought me another letter 
•from \\ alter 15 igol, i ntrciting me to haste, n niy spec ime 'i 
through the jiress, tor that the nobs and the' gents were all 
upon the point of (lying to l/mdon 1 eml Dirtmouih is 
e {ually ansuius on the same suhjie't Rulnrd Ilowinl 
loimerly Kiiliard Hagot, Ins subse riheil anothi-r twint' 
pounds, and his brother Walter desires me to pre’sent liii i 
with my two volumes handsomely bound, to seeure him the 
more m my interest 

My c>er helosed cousin, adieu — Perfectly yours 

W C ‘ 

Oisters attend us duly 'fhanks 

Thank son, my dear, for galloping John He rides well 

P S — I kept my letter unsealed to the last moment, tint 
1 luigbl give you an aceount of the safe arrival of the 
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pxpcrteil pirccl It is at all points wortlu of the letter- 
writer Snuffbox, purse, notes. Bi.ss, I'u^s, I’moj, all s.ife 
Again, may (jod blcss him » 


crrvwix 

MATT C7RIL JACKSON. 

lO I HI Kl V W \| II k I Vl.OI 

ll\ 11S\R VXD FAITH n L Hill- Ml, .1 III 23, 17 Mi 


The iMragrajfli tb.it I iin now bi .'imiin,t w ill t ont.iin iiilor 
inition of a kind th it I .mi not vi i> loinl nt i oininiinii iliiv, 
.ind on a sulijcit tbit I iiii not \ir\ loud nt writing; iliont 
ttnly to you I will oinn m\ l>inl.;i I wiilitiiil risiui, 
till aitsc I know tint in wh.at khk < nis in> .iiitlim sliip m>ii 
take an inten si tli.it dLiii.iiuls nu ■ onlulein i, .iinl will In 
pU.iscd with <.\^.rN < < < iirr. m tint is ,ii ill |ir(i|iiiuiiis to 
my Ciidc.lMHirs I nU lU..k»»li, wlm, linl sin ,is in my 
niuiitlis ns \ trails I une, with i tonaiie in i n li. wniilil 
employ tliein all in iii) stixii.. wniisiiu word tint l>r 
M.ity of the Mils! mil lus n id in) I isk I i iiiiinl iviii 
to \ou rul.ite whit be sits nl it ihoii'tb, wlnn I bey in 
this stnri, I tlioiii;lit I lud loiir.UL iiuiiii;li to till it lioldly 
He desiuns howeMr to ni\e Ins ii|iiinon nt it in (us m sti 
inonthlv Review, and Ikio,; inloTined tint I w is ilioiil 
to rmish a transl.ition of lloiiur, .iski d In r I id) ships 
le.aie to mention the • ir< iiinst.iin e on ih it oi i .isioii This 
ini ident pleasi-s me th< iwm, lin iiis> I h.isi .iiillu ntii 
iiitelli^enLe of Ins being p i rili< .il « h ir.n It r in all its forms, 
aiiiie, sour, and blunt and so nMorrii]iiilili wiih.il, ,ind so 
iinsiisei ptible of bus from undue ihoIims, tint, .as my 
I orres|K,ndcnt informs me. he woiilil not pr.iisi his own 
ajotlier, did he not think she deii r\i d it 
'Ihe said Task is likewise sjone to Oxford, ronve)i(l 
tliither by* an intimate frund of Dr J.ukson’s with .1 
purpose of putting it into his himls M\ friend, wh.it will 
the\ do with me .at Oxf.ird’ Will tiny burn iiu at f arfax, 
or will they anatheinati/e me witlibi.ll, book, and c.inJle? 
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I can say with more truth than Ovid did , — Parvt me 
imudeo 

'I'he said Dr Jatkion has l>een heard to say, and I gi\ e 
you his oun words, (stop both your ears ishilu I utter 
them,) “that Homer has never been translated, and that 
Po|m; uas a fool ’ Very irreverent language to be sure, 
but in eonsideration of the subject on which he used them, 
ne mil pardon it, eten in .i dr.in One of the masters of 
I'.ton told a friend of mine lately, that a translation of 
Homer is nnu h wanted So now you h.^ve all my news 
Yours, my dear Inend, cordially, W C 


ccc'xr. 

PRESENT FROM ANONTMOUB-IMPBOVED HEALTH 
-CONSENTS TO LET MATY SEE A BOOK OF 
HIS HOMER. 

10 LADY HlbkLIII 

Olnoy, Jan 31, 1730 

li Is very [ilcasant, my dearest cousin, to receive a jirc 
Sint so <leli( ately conveyed as that vvhu h I receiviil so lau ly 
fniiii Xnonyinous, but it is also very jiainful to luvc 
nobody to thank for it I find myself, therefore, driven by 
Stress ol necessity to the following resolution, vi/ tliat I will 
vLonstitiite you my 'I’h.aiik. recciv er general for vvhitsoever 
gilt I shall reieivu lureafler, as well as for those that I have 
already I el s IV id troin a n.imeless benefactor I therefore 
th.ink you, mv cousin, lor a most elegant present, iiiclu 
ding till most clog lilt i oinpliiiicnl that ever piut w is 
honniinil with, for a snuffbox of tortoise-shell, with a 
beautiful landscape on the lid of it, gla/ed with crystal, 
having the figures of three hares in the fon'-gniund. .and 
inscribed above with these words, TAe J'eamnfs Xnf 
and below with these, Ttmy, I’uss, and Has For all a«d 
e-very of these I thank you, and also for standing jirow on 
this oicnsion Nor must I foigct to thank vou, that so 
soon after I had sent y ou the first letter of Anonvinou', I 
received another in the same hand — There ' Now I atii a 
little easier 
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I ha\c almost ronceivod a dcsij'ii to si'nd up half a dozen 
stout louiitrv Itllowi to tic liy the Icfj to thL'ir uspcLtive 
bed-posts the LOinjian) that so alirulj'cs jmir opiiortumtv 
of writing to me Vour letters are the joy ot my heart, .mtl 

I (.innot endure to he roliiieil, h) I know not whom, ol hill 
my treasure Ihit there is no tomfort without a driwhn k, 
and theretoroit is that I, wiiu h,ue unknown tri«.niU, h.i\e 
unknown enemies also L\<.rsiiue I wrok List 1 tnul in> 
self 111 lieUer heilth, and iny not turn il spisms and Imr 
Miiisiderahh aliited I int,.nd to write to Dr kirr'in 
’I'linrsda), tint 1 nn> gratift him with rn arionnt ol mv 
inundnuiit, tor to him i know that it will he a eniilii.i 
tion Were he not a |>h\siiiaii, 1 shoiilil ri^u I ih it In* 
Ines so distant, tor In. i' a most agroeahli mm , hut lx i>i!; 
whit he Is, It would he impo%sih|i to Iiim- I n < < ompini, 

' \eii if he were i luii'hliuur. unless III tiiiu ot snkiKss ii 
wlinli liiiu, whitivei (hirnis In ini 'In li i\i hnn mli, ni> 
own iiuisi neiissinlx losi nm< h ol lluir lIIhI on liim 
Wlieii 1 wrt<*to \ 'll III <h ir, whit 1 Iiim iln u'v ri 
' it d to the Cii'iu nl I im il \ i\s t ‘ rtiil list I slionld till 
.ou that tor iiewswith wlinli you in will n ipi iiiit>‘i| I'oi 
oine, howe\(.r, 1 will iiii'iin On W i diii sil i\ I isi In 
tilled from [olinson the MS i op\ ol i spiinmii ihit I 
liu! sent to the ( II III I i! . anil, 1 11' losi f| III III' siin toiii, 

II lies upon It liv an imkiiiiwn I ri.>< lohii-nn, in i short 
tiller, re- oniiii inkd liiin to me is ,i mm ol iin'|iii li'inilili • 
I' iniiiij; iiid .ihiliti On ix^iiis il and roiisii! ritioii ol his 
n marks, 1 found him sin li , and hum'' iioihiii ' 'o iinn li 

1' 111 in as to ,<111 ill |i issihli si( iirilj to lours II md iln 
111.1111,11, that 111 ) work sli ill iiol i oiin loiili iiiiIiiiisIh d I 

Misi cred Johnson, that I ii mid glull) sninnii nn M's lo 
h' friend I li. is, in truth a ii r) i li u r li llo i p. rh t!> i 
'trui.,'t'r to im, and Dili who I proinis' loii will not .pin 
•■'r s(,\(.rity of iniinadiersion, iiheri he sti ill liii'l o i is on 
It* Is 'uipossihlc lor you, my dean st cousin, t'j ispn ss i 

'lull I'l u I jjo not i-‘'l’' " *'• 

I' siroas that .Maty should sec a hook ol iny llouur ind 
tor th 't reason it Maty will see a h lok of it, h sh ill hi 
wel'oine, alt'i'')U.;h tinv. is hk'.'K to lx prei lous .ind ronse- 
'I 'i‘Jy am del ti, that is not ahsolut' ly ne'.essary a., niuc li 
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as possible to be avoided. I am now revising the Iliad 
It IS a business that will cost me four months, perhaps five , 
for I compare the very words as I go, and if much altera 
tion should occur, must transcribe the whole 'i'hc first 
book I have almost transcribed already To these fivi. 
months Johnson says that nine more must be added for 
printing , and upon iny onn experience, I will venture tu 
assure you, that the tardiness of printers will make those 
nine niuiitlis twelve There is danger therefore that iny 
subscribers may think that 1 make them wait too long, and 
th.it they who know me not may suspect a bubble Hou 
glad shall I be to rc.id it over in an esening, book by book, 
ns fast as I settle the ropy, to you and to Sirs Unwin ' Slie 
has been my touchstone ahvays, and without reference to 
her taste and judgment I have printed nothing \\ ith niii 
of you at L.sch elbow I should think myself the happiest ol 
all (Wets 

'J'hc (jcneral and I, h.'ising broken tlie icc, are upon tin 
most comfortable terms of eorrespoiidcni c, He writes sery 
afTcctian.'itcly to me, and I say every thing to him that 
< omes uppermost 1 could not write freiiuently to any 
( rcature living upon any other terms than those He tclK 
me ut mrirnutics that he has, whu h m.ike him less aclivi 
than he w.ss. I am sorry to hear that he has any sui h 
Alas ' alas ' he was young when 1 saw him, only twenty 
years ago 

I have the most afiertionatc letter imaginable from 
C'olman, who writes to me like a brother 'I'liu Chancillor 
IS yet duml) 

.May God have you in his kcejiing, my beloved cousin 

Farewell W (' 

C('rxi,i >► . ■ 

JOTFUL EXPEOTATIONS OF HER PROMISED VISIT 
-WHAT SHE IS TO EXPECT. 

lO LAUY HVskLni 

MV DFAKRST cousiv, Olney, Feb 0, ITMi 

I HAVE been imp.-ttient to tell you that I am impatient t» 
see you again. Mrs Unwin partakes with me in all my 
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feelings upon this subject, and lon);s aUn to see j ou ( 
should have told >uu -lO by the hist post, but hue been so 
completely occupied by this tormenting spek.inicn, ilut it 
uis impossible to do it I sent the tieiier.il a letter on 
Mondas, that noiild distress and alarm him , I sent him 
another yesterday, that will, 1 hoiie, quiet him a^iiii John 
son has apologised very euilly tor tiii. nuiltiiiide ot his 
friend's stri< tures , and his iriund h is proiiiisLil to i onliiu. 
hiiiiself in future to a (.oinpirtsoti of nii. with the original, 
so that, r doubt not, we shall jog on iiu rnlv together Ami 
now, my dear, lot me tell you oiii e more, that your kind 
iieSs in promising us a \tsit his eliarmi.d us both I shall 
see you again 1 shall hoar your \iiie We shill take 
walks togetlie'r I will show you my [uosputs, the hovel, 
the alcove*, the Oiise, ami its ln*iks, ei.ii thing tint 1 have 
duscriliod I aiUK ipite the pie isiiri ot tliosi il ivs not very 
lar distant, and feel a pirt ot it at this moiiu nt lalk not 
ol an inn’ MuUion it not tor vour life ' W e li ive iievi r 
hid so many visitors, Imt wi lotiKl e isily ai ■ oiiimoilate 
tlicin all , thoiigA wi havi re(ei\e*el Lnwin, and his wife, and 
Ills sister, and his son all at once My dt ir, I will not let 
you come till the end of M i\ or Ik jnmng ot Jiiiu, he 
<ause before that time my gi I uilio'isi. will not In re uly to 
receive us, and it is the only pl> 1,1111 room In longing to us 
'Allen the plants go out, we go iii 1 line it with nuts, ,iiid 
I in ad the lloor with 111 its, and then you sh ill sit with a 
liecl of inignionette at your side, and a hedge of honey* 
suckles, roses, and jasmine .iiid I will nuke yo'i a bouquet 
of mylle every (hy Sooner ill 111 tin Him 1 iiieiilioiitlu* 
• ouiitry will not be in complete In iiity \nil I will tell 
V m what you shall lind at ymir tiist iiitniiu* Imprimis, 
IS soon as you have eiilere’d tin \i '■libule, if you cast a 
look on culler side ol you, you shill sec on the right hand 
a liciv ()| my iiiakmg It i, the lio\ m whnli have been 
lodged all my bases, and in wiin h lodge s J’liss at iircscnt 
bill he* [lOur fellow, IS worn out with age , .tiid pruuisis to 
die beforc'yoii f .an sec him On the* right liaiul seiiidsa 
I upboard, the work of the same author , it was once a 
dovecage, but I traiibfornic'd it Opiiosite to you stands a 
table, which I also in.ide but a inercileb> servant having 
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scrubbed it until it became paralytic, it serves no purpose 
now but of ornament , and all my clean shoes stand under 
It On the left hand, at the further end of this superb 
\estibulc, you will find the door of the parlour, into whieh 
I will conduct you, and where I will introduce you to Mrs 
Unwin, unless we should meet her before, and where vie 
will be as happy as the day is long Order yourself, my 
cousin, to the bwan at Newport, and there you shall find 
me ready to conduct you to Olncy. 

My dear, I have told Homer what you say about casks 
and urns, and have asked him, whether he is sure that it is 
a cask in which Jupiter keeps his wine He swears that 
it IS a cask, and that it vi ill never be any thing better than 
a cask to eternity So if the god is content with it, iie 
must even uonder at his taste, and he so too 

Adieu ' my dearest, dearest cousin \V C 

CCCXI.II 

VEZATIOXrS OBmaiSMS-THTTRLO^’S FORMER 
PROMISE. 

TO LAUV ItLSK>Hr 

MY IlFVRKST corsts, Uliicy, Fob II, ITsIl 

li must be, 1 suppose, a fortnight or thereabout sim l I 
wrote last, I feel myself so alert anil so re,idy to writ' 
{igaiii lie that as it may, here 1 come W'o talk of 
nobody but you ^\ hat wo will do with you when we gil 
you, where you shall walk, where you shall sleep , in slmri, 
every lluiig that bears the reinolesl relation to your vscll 
being at Olncv, oi'cupies all our talking lime, — which is 
all that I do not spend at i roy 

I have every reason for writing to you as often as 1 1 an, 
but 1 have a [larticular reason for doing it now I waii* 
to tell you that by the DiligciKo on Wednesday ne\t, 1 
mean to send you a quire of my Homer fdr Maty’s pcrusif 
It will coiiL'iin the first book, and as much of t]ie second 
as brings us to the cabiloguc of the ships, and is every 
morsel of the revised copy that I laave transcribed My 
dearest cousin, read it yourself, let the Cleneral re id it 
do what you plea^ with it, so that it reach Johnson in 
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due time But let ^faty be the only <T///r that has any 
thins; to do with it The aevition, the perplcMta, that 
attends a multiplititv of cntirisms by various hinds, many 
of whieh are sure to he rutile, many of them ill founded, 
and some of them contradictor) to others, is inconcenable, 
except by the author, n hose ill fated i\ork. haiipcns to be 
the subject of them This also appears to me sclf-ei idcnt, 
that if a work haxc passed under tin rexiLiv of one man of 
taste and lenrnin<T,and have the good furtime to jilease him, 
his approliation gives security lor tliat of all others ijuali- 
fied like himself I speak thus, my deir, after having just 
escaped from such a storm of trouble, oi c asioned by 
endless remarks, liints, suggestions, ,ind objei tions, as 
drove me almost to dcspiir, and to the very verge of a 
resolution to drop m> underLaking for ever With inlinite 
difficulty I at last silted the ihaff from the w he It, ,iv iiled 
myself of what appi.ircd to me to be just, and njeitetl 
the rest, but not till the labour anil anxii ly had nearly 
undone all that Ij^err had iKsin doing for im My In loved 
cousin, trust me for it, as >ous.i^ly may, that temper, 
vanity, and self miporlancc, hid nothing to do m all this 
distress that 1 suffered It was nurely the cITiit of an 
alarm, that I could not help taking, win ii I i oin[nred 
•he great trouble I had with a few’ lines onlj, thus 
handled, with that which I foresaw siuh haiidlmg of the 
w’hole must necessarily give me I felt belorehand that 
iny constitution would not bear it 1 sliall send up ' 
this second spcninen m a box th.it T h.ive had made on 
jiurpose , and when Maty h.as dune with the copy, and you 
have done with U yourself, then you must return it in said 
box to iny translatorship 'Fhough Johnson’s frn ml has 
teased me sadly, I verily believe that I shall have no more 
^wh cause to complain of him. Me now understand one 
.mother, and I firmly belli ve that I might have gone the 
world through, before I had found his tqiial in an accurate 
.and familiar .ai (|u.aint.ance with the* origiii.il 

A letter to Mr Urban in the last (lentluii an’s M.ag.a/iiic, 
of which I’sbook is the subjci t, pleases me luo'c than any 
thing I have seen in the way ofeulogiuin yet. I have nut 
guess of the author. 
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I do not wish to remind the Ch.-inrellor of his promise 
Ask you why, my cousin > Ikniisi, I suppose it would be 
impossible Hl has no doubt, forROlten it entirely, and 
would be obliged to take inv word for the truth of it, 
which 1 could not bi nr \Vc drank lea together with 

Mrs, C c, anil In r sister, in Kim: Street Bloomsbury 

and there was the promise made. I said — “'['hiirlow, T am 
noboilv, and sb.ill be always nobody, and you will be 
('liaiv I llor Yon shall preside for me when you are” He 
sniikil, and rijilicd, ‘ I surely will ’’-“These ladies,’ 
said I, “are witnesses ’ II still smiled, and said— “ b'f 
them be so, for I will cermniK do it" But alas' tweiiti- 
foiir irs have pis-.ed'smce the day of the dale ihereiif , 
and to mention it now would be to iipbriid him with 
inattention to Ins plighted troth Neither do I supjiose 
lie I oulj easily sent sm li a rreiture as I .am, if he would 
Adieu, whom I lose entirely, W 

crexi III 

ARBASaEUEKTS FOB HUB COMINCI -HOFTFB 
- HIS CBITICS. 

in I \t>V HI sKI IM 

Ml nKiKisT ctii SIS, OIney, Kf1> 11, J7S« 

Sim I so It must be, so it shall be If you will not slei’p 
uiide'r the rooi of a friend, m.iy you newer sleep under the 
“roiif Ilf .in e'lienii ' \n enemy, however, you will not pre 
siiitly lind ^^ls Unwin bids me inenlion her alTe-i linn 
.itelv, .iiul tell you tli.it she willingly gives up a p.irt, for the 
s.ikc of the rist, willinglv, .it leMst, .is l.ir as willmglv may 
I (insist with some- rclmtiiue 1 f-el mv reluctant e ton 
Our design was. that you sho.ild have slept in the room 
that Serves me lor a study, and its having been occuined 
by yon would hive bet n an .additional rccommend.ation o' 
It to me But .all rediietanecs are superseded by the ihougjit 
of seeing vou , ind bei luse we h.ive nothing so much at 
he.iri .IS ilu wish to see you happy and coiiifortahlc, we are 
desirous therefore to .i< roinniodite you to your own mind, 
.111(1 not to ours Mrs Unwin hts already secured for you an 
npartiiient, or rather two, just such as we could wish. The 
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house in >\hich you will find them is within thirty yards of 
our own, and ojiiiositc to it The whole affair is thus 
roinmodiou->ly adjusted , and now I have nothinj; to do 
but to wi:>h for June , and June, my cousin, was lies er so 
wished fur since June was made I shall have a thousand 
things to hear,.ind a thousand to say, and they will all rush 
into my mind together, till it will be so crowded with 
things impatient to he said, that for some time I shall say 
nothing but no matter, — sooner or later they will all 
roine out ,* and since we shill line you the longer for 
not having you under our owe rool, (a Lireiiiiistanre, that, 
ninre than any thing, rw one ilcs iis to llul iiuasure,) they 
will stand the hotter chain e \<ler so long a scjia ration, 
i separation that of late seduc'd likely to last fur life, we 
'•lull meet each other as alisc from the deid . .iiid for my 
nail [urt I can truly say, that I li.iie not a friiiid in the 
oihei world whose rcsiirrdtioii would give iiic greater 
pic laire 

1 am truly Inpiiy, my dc u in having jilcased you with 
wlint you have seen of my llunur 1 wish that ,111 Iviiglish 
ruulers had your unsophisiu alcd, or rather unadiilteratcd 
taste, and could nJish siinp'iitty like you Ihit I am wi'll 
iware that in this res|)e(t I nn iind(.r i ilis idiant ige, and 
iliat many, cspenallv many 1 idles, ^lls>,ll)g miny tmiis and 
pretl'iiesses ol evprcssion that they have adiiiirid in Pope, 
will ai count nn translation in those [lartiiiilars ikfei live 
lint 1 comfort myself with the thought that in n ility it is 
'Id defeit, on tlie ( ontrary, tint tlie want of all siii li ein- 
liellislnm Ills ns do not belong to the original will he one of 
Us )iiincipil merits with jicrsnns indeed lajiahle of relishing 
iloiuer He Is the best poet that ever lived for in my 
rt isuiis, hut for none more than for that mnjestK plainness 
t'lat, distinguishes liiiii from all others As an m i oiiijilish- 
> d person moves grni cTully without thinking of it, in like 
'iianncr tiie diginiy of Homer seems to cost him no labour 
I was natural to him to say great things, and to say lliem 
vt'll, and little ornaments were beneath his nolii e If Maty, 
dearest cousin, slicmld return to you iiiy ropy with any 
'uch strictures as may make it net essary for me to sec it 
again, before it goes to Johnson, in that case you shall 
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send It to me otherwise to Johnson immediately , for he 
writes mewoni he wishes his friend to go to work upon it 
as soon as possible When you come, my dear, we uill 
hang all these critics together, for they have worried me 
without remorse or conscience at least one of them has 
I had actually murdered more than a few of the best lines 
in the spLCiinen, in compliance with his requisitions, but 
plucked up my courage at last, and in the very last oppor 
tunity that I had, recovered them to life again by restor 
ing the original reading At the same time I readily con 
fess thai the specimen is the better for all this discipline 
Its author has undergone , but then it has been more in- 
debted for Us iinpruvement to that pointed accuracy of 
esaminatioii, to winch 1 wis inyselP escited, than to any 
pro[iosed amendiiiciUs from Mr Cniic , for as sure as you 
arc my cousin wlioin 1 long to sec at Olney, so surely 
would he have done me irrciuralile mischief, if I would 
hi\( gncii him leave 

M . iriend Hagot writes to me in a most friendly strain 
iiid 1 ills loudly upon me for original poetry When 1 
shall hive dune wiili lluiiicr, piobalily he will not call m 
vain 1 1 1 \ ing round the ]>rimo feather of a swan on tin 
banks of the smm^ ami uh’tr Trait, he keeps it for me 
Adieu, my de.ir cousin W C 

I am sorry that the General has such indifTercnt health 
Th iiiiisi not die 1 can by no means spare a person ao 
kind to me 


CtC\I.IV. 

ON MRS. BAOOrS DEATH. 

ro IHk KLV W SI TER IIU.07 

Olney, Feb. 27, ITjfS 

Ai vs ' alas < my dear, dear friend, m.ny God himself comfort 
you < I will not lie so absurd as to attempt it By jhi 
close of yuiir letter it should seem, that in this hour ot 
great trial he withholds not his cunsoLitions from you I 
know by experience that they arc neither few nor small 
and thiiUgh I feel for you as I never felt for man betore 
yet do 1 siucorely rejoice in this, that whereas there is but 
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one true comforter in the annerse, under aflUirtions such 
as yours, jou both know him, and know where to seek 
him I thoui'ht you a man the most happil) in ited that 
I liad ever seen, and had great pleasure in your felieitj 
Pardon me, if now I feel a wish that, short as inv aniiinn- 
tance with her was, 1 had ne\er seen her I should Ii ive 
mourned with you, but not as I do now Mrs Unwin 
synipathues with you also most sineerely, and \oii iisither 
are, in^r will be soon forjjotten in sin h pnsers .is we enii 
make at Olney I will not dit.iin \ou longer now, iii> 
poor afllieted friend, than to lonmit \on to thi tender 
nieriy of (lod, and to bid \oii a sorrowful adieu ' 

Adieu ' ever yours, W C 

crcviA 

DBEAM OF HER ARRIVAL-MBS BAGOT-aENERAL 
COWPER‘3 ORITIGISMS HIS QUESTION CONCERN 
ING MRS UNWIN NOTIOED-LADY AUSTEN 

to I M>\ IlFsKI.III 

Ml nui.isT eai SIS, Mnml Kth 27, IT'tO 

\s I sat by the fireside this dav aftir dinner I siw \oiii 
i-hainber windows eoatcil over with snow, so ih.il tin 
glass was hardly visible This eirrunist ini e iiitiir.illv 
suggested the thought th.it it will be otherwise win ii yon 
roini Then the roses will licgin to blow, and iierli ips 
the hc.at will be .as troublesome is the i old is now 'I h 
next thought of course was this,— three long months niiisl 
pass before we sluill sec her' I will, however, be .is 
patient as T can, and comfort myself with the tlnnigbl 
that we shall meet at Last You saul in one of vonr 1 -tti rs 
that you had resolved to dream of nobody luit of lloiinr 
.ind his translaicr I hope you keep your n solution, 
for I can assure you that the l.isi-im ntioned dri nii 
I'.ost ronifortably of you Aliout three nights sinre I 
I reamed th.Tt, sitting in our summerhouse, I saw y.ni 
((lining towards me ine\f<ressiblf plfiuure I s/'iain. 

tn mrft ynu, rninikt Vf"' f,n arms, ^fi m\ 

precious, precious const a, may Cod make me thankful that 

47 
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/ see thy face again > Now, this was a dream, and no 
dream, — it was only a shadow while it lasted, but if we 
both live, and live to meet, it will be realized hereafter 
Yet alas ' the passages and events of the day as well as of 
the night arc little better than dreams Poor Kagot I 
whom I love sincerely because he has a singular affection 
for me Ten days since he wrote me a letter, by which 
It apiieared he was cheerful and happy Yesterday brought 
me another, consisting of only about six lines, in which he 
tells me that his wife is dead 1 transcribe it, for it is im- 
possible to do It justice ail) other way 

“Oh my dear irieiid — Things arc much altered with iiic 
siiKi 1 wrote last My harp is turned into mourning, and 
ni) music into th( voi< e of weeping • Her whom you saw 
and loved, — her whom nobody ever yet saw and knew that 
dul not love, her have 1 lost Pray to God for me, tint 
for ('hrist's sake he would continue to c oiiifort and support 
lidlli UK and nunc under our gnat affliction 
\ ours ever, 

“ IJlitlihcUl, Ktb ai, l?Ki tVALT BACOT ’’ 

Poor man ' 1 f in attest the truth of what he savs from 
iii\ own knowledge of lur, however short Tin re are pcjpl. 
wliosi ( liarai tors ws iinutrate and fully comprehend in a 
moment she was one ol those I ler charai ter vvas so strongly 
markiil iii the geinUiKss of her aspect, her voice, her 
iarrn.;t, that thi insUiit she vvas bven she was beloved 
M) knowledge ol hi r was two hours long, and no more, 
) el when I took U ive ol her, I could not help saying, 
(■oil bless )uu, madam ' Indeexl, ray cousin, I never felt 
so much tor 111 ) man His own sensihiliiics are naturally 
ot the (luukist, and he vvas attached to her in the extreme. 
Is It vv.is impossible hut that he niiist be Mr Madans 
hook happened to he mciitioneil whc'n he was here, when 
all he viid of it was — “I know not how Mr Madan finds 
It hut the longer I know ray wife, the more I love her' 
\l tint time I had never seen her, but when I did I wo*ii- 
dernl not ■ 

1 haidly know how to leave this subject for another, but 
It Is neceasiry that 1 should bo farewell, poor Ilagot, for 
till iircseut , may God comfort thee and thy seven children ' 
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— Now for Homer, and the matters to Homer apper- 
taining Sephus> and I are of opinions perfectly difti. rent 
on the subject of siuh an adiertisoinent as lie reconmiends 
The only proper part for me is not to know that sm li a 
man as Pope has ei cr esisted I am so nn e mion this 
subject that in that noti in the spetinien, in nliiih 1 ha\e 
accounted for the anger ot A( hilles, (wliuh, 1 belioe, 1 
may pay myself the compliment to say was never aceounted 
for before,) I have not eicii so iiiiuh as hinted at the 
perplexity* in which Pope was entangled when he endea 
soured to explain it, nor at the prejiost crons and blunder 
ing work that he has made with it No, in\ dear, as I 
told you once before, my attempt has itself a loud von e, 
and speaks a most intLllig’blc langii.igc Had Popis 
translation been good, or had I thought it such, or had I 
not known tli it it is .idinittcd by all whom a knowledge of 
the original qu ililies to judge of it, to be a \eiy di tei Im 
one, I Ii.ad never translated nnsell oiu line of Ilonur 
Dr Johnson is tin <jii1\ modern writer who bis spoken ol 
It 111 tornis of apptobation, at *i .asl the only one th.il I h,ive 
met with \iul Ills praisi of It is siu h as i onvinits iiu, 
iiUnTi.alelv ai qnaintcd as I am with Poiic’s performanci, 
that he talked at random, tint cither he h.id never exa 
mined U by Homer's, or nevir sinic be w.isaboy I'or 
i would undertake to jirodiu e niiniberli ss p.issages from 
It, if need were, not only ill tninslated, but nicaidy wrilli ii 
It IS not therelore for me, tonviiweil as I am of llu‘ truth 
of all I sav, to go forth into the world bolding U[> 
Pope’s translation w itli one band as a work to be c\ 
lulled, and my own with the olhcT as a work still wanted 
It IS plain to me that I beh.ave with suIIk leiit liberality on 
the occasion if.neilheriiraising nor blaming my pre'deeessor, 
I go right forw aril, and leave the world to dieidc be- 
tween us 

Now, to come nearer to my si If I’oets my dear, (it is a 
wSret I have lately diseoverdl,) are born to trouble, and 
'■f all poets, transla'ors of Homer to the most Our diar 
ffend. the (ienenl, whom I truly love, in his l.ast letter 
jnortihed me not a little I do not mean by suggesting 
lines that he thought might be amended, for I liardly ever 
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^vTotc nily lines together that I could not afterwards ha\e 
unproved, hut hy whit appeared to me an implied censure 
on the whole, or nearly the w'hole quire that I sent to 
you Itwasagre.it work, he said , it should be kept 
long in h ind , ->i.irs, if it were* possible , that it stood in 
need of mueh .'imeiidincnt, that it ought to be made 
worthy ot me', lli.it he* ( mild not think of showing it to 
M.it\, that he roiild not even think of laying it before 
Johii..(iii and Ins fiiend in its present condition Now, 
m\ ile'.ir, understand thou this if there lives a man who 
sUnds I k.nr of the charge of careless writing, I am that 
man I might prudently, jx-rhajis, hut I could not honest- 
I), admit III il ( liargi It would .aeeouiU in a way favour 
alili to 111) (iw 11 ability for many de*feets of which I am 
giiilti, but It would be* disingenuous and untrue The 
io|i\ whieli 1 SI III to >ou w IS almost a new, I me.an a 
sn ond. Irand.ttioii, .is far as it w« nt W ith the first I had 
t.ik< 11 jiaitis, but with the* se'eond I took more I weighed 
iii.iii) < spn ssions, i\.i< led from nnself the utmost fidelity 
to mv nitlior, and tried .all tiu nuinberk upon my own 
eir.iu.iui iiid au.iin If, therefore, after all tins care, the 
c\c( utioii be sill li ns in the (lenerars nii oiint it sctins to 
be, I appear to base nude shipwroi k of my hnjies at onee* 
lb* said indeed, that t) e* simiK s d( liglite'd him, and the 
(atdorUi 1)1 thi ships sur|i.issetl his expectations but his 
( oiimiend ition of so small a ixtrtion of the whole a fleeted 
me ritlur punriilb, as it seemed to amount to an iiiqilied 
( iiiiile inn itioii ot the rest I have bii’ii the more uneasy 
bccniisi I know Ins tasli to In good, and Iiy the selct turn 
that he made of Iiius that he thought shoiilel he ahered, lit 
proved <t sm h I alti red them all, and th.anked him, as I 
could verj stiuerely, for his fricndlv attention Now wli.’t 
Is tin present stite of inv mind on this siibjcet ? It is tbi' 

I dll not iiivse If think ill of what 1 have done, norat tin 
s line time SC) foolishl) well as to suppose that it has no 
bleimshi's Tint I am sadlv afraid that the C!i iicral’s anvn^y 
will make him CMremel) difiieult to be ple.ase*d< I fear th.at 
he will require’ of me more than any other man would re 
quire, or than he himself would ret|uire of any other writi 
W lut 1 can do to give him satisfaction, I am perfectly 
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ready to do , but it i-> possible for an msloiis friend to 
demand more than iiiy ability toiild peituini Not a 
syllable of all this, in> dear, to him or to any ireatiirL, — 
Mum ' 

Your qui,stion, jour natural, well warraiiti d, and most 
reasonable (|uestion rniK I miii^ me and \rrs L'nwiii, slnll 
be answered at lar^e when we meet lliil to Mrs Liiwiit I 
refer j’ou for tint answer , she is most desirous to i;i\e ion 
a most cxjilint one 1 hn\c a Iii-iory, ni\ dear, beloni{in!' 
to me, wliieh I am not the propi r person to n 1 itc Non 
h.tve heard somewhat ofit, — is miuh as it was possible lor 
me to write , but that soiiiitp/nit bears a most iiiLoiisiderahlL 
proportion to tin whole 

All inUrcourse has^ ccasid betwien us and 1 adj \iisliii 
almost these two ji irs 1 In-. m\ t< r\ sliill .il-o In ,ii 
lovinted for whin you tome ‘'Iw his Ml Unstol, and is 
at [iresent sittUd within i link of iis with lu r sistir \oii 
.iro tandul, .ind wtll jitve .no rredtt win tt I say that the 
lank IS not with ys 

I h.aie disposi d of iln ti tine pnpers ol I’roposils, 
eicn I Mr I hiockinoiton h IS most obli!>ine:K nivcn iiu 
Ills n.amo, oid h is uiidirtiki i tin dispo il i.i twi Im I md 
\rihihtld 11 imillon Ins iNo shIim ril<i d, at tin iiis im i of 
1 neii'lihoiir of mini , nutdiHsini tin hoiioni to siy Ihit 
Ik suhsmli s with jik isiin \du ii inj b lo\i d i oiism , 
tinnk jou for all jour wiiionie iiUilli^iiid 1 li.td iieLiI 
of it 

Yours, most Iriilv, \VM COW I'l.K 

(’{ ('\I VI 

ELISIONS -PLEASED WITH HIS BOOKSELLEB’S 
CONDUCT 

11) I lOl I" sKI I II 

III HOST eiU's's Olimi, At in III) ITSF 

1 ni K f)p mull h.is more w, lalit with me th.iii th it ol .ill tin. 

■ ntirs in th^* woiM , and to you a proof ol it, T iniki 
lou a f omission tint 1 would h.inilj havi ni idu to thi in 
ill united I do not indeed .nbsolulily I'lienaiit, promise, 
and agree, that I will discard rt// 111 / disions, but 1 hereby 
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bind mjstlf to dismiss as ma/tv of thorn as, without sacri- 
finni! cncr^> to sound, I can It is incumbent upon me in 
the mean time to say soiiicthini; in justification of the few 
that I shall retain, that T may not seem a poet mounted 
rathir on .1 iiiiile than on Pcsfisus In the first place, 27ii! 
IS a barbansiii U'e arc indebted for it to the Celts, or the 
(loths. or to the Savins, and perhaps to them all In the 
two best lanKua^cs that ever were spoken, the (Ireek and 
the I.itin, there ii no similar incumbrance of expression to 
be found 8e( ondly, the pcri>etnal use of it in our lanipiagc 
IS to us miserable poets attended with two great inconsc- 
niciiees Our verse, consisting only of ten sjllables, it not 
uiifri(|iicntly happi ns that a fifth part of a line is to be en- 
grosser!, and nctessanly, too, (unless elision jirevcnts il,) 
by tills abominable intruder, and, which is worse in my 
ac< oiiiil, ojicn vowels are continuilly the eonscquencc — 
T/it element — air, iet Ihmllj, the French, who are 
i'(|inlly w'ltli the Ilnglish chargeable with Iiarbansm in tins 
parlu iilar, dispose of their f,e and their jZii without ccrc 
nioiiy, and always take care that they shall be absorbed, 
both in Verse and in jirose*, in the vowel that immediately 
follows the in honrthly, and I believe lastly, (and for your 
sike I wish It in.i) prove so), the practice of cutting short a 
7Vri IS vvarraiitod by Milton, who of all English poets that 
e'Vir lived, hid certainly the fine's! car Dr. \Varton, in- 
dce’d, has dared to s ly th.U he had a bid one, for whieh 
Ik ilisirvi'', . 1 -. far is < ritu al diimnlcan deserve it, to lost 
his own I ihoueht I had done, hut still there is a fifthly 
behind, and it is this, — that the custom of abbreviating 7/r 
bcloiu's lo till style in whuli, in my adverliseiiKiil annexed 
to the sperimeii, I profess to write 'I he use of that siyk 
woiilil hive warranted me in the practice of imicli gr.aiti 
liherly of this sort than I over intended to take In l'i r 
fill coiiMsience with th.it style 1 niighi say I’ th’ tcnlIle^t, 
r fh’ door-wav, \c , wliirh, however, I would not allow 
myself to do. because I was aw ire that it would be obior ti'l 
to, and vviih reisoii Hut it seems to me fof the caiisis 
above s.iid, that when I shorten 77i«, before a vowel, or 
before re/, as i<i the line you mention, 

" Thau tl^’ whole broiul llillcspont lu all hia pirts, ' 
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my Iicenrc is not equally c\ccptioiiahle, boraiisc //’, tliougli 
he rank as a consonant in the uord wAo/i, is not allowed to 
announce hinisell to the car , and If is an aspirate Dut as 
I !>aid at the bcginiiitig, so iniy I still, — I am most iMlIiiigto 
conform myself to your scry sensible oliseisalion, that it is 
necessar), if we nould please, to consult the taste of our 
own day , neither would I ha\e pelted \oii, my dearest 
cousin, with any [lart of this volley of good reasons, had I 
not desigiicJ them as an answer to those ohjectioiis which 
you say you have heard from others Itiit I only mcntiun 
them 'riiough satisfactory' to my sell, I waive them, and 
will allow to 7//^ his w note dimensions, wliiiisoever it lan 
he done 

Thou only critic ofniy verse that is to he louiid in all the 
earth, whom I love, what shall I say m answer to your own 
ubyectiun to that passage, - - 

“Mottly he plus'll his haiiil 
On th* old maii'a luiid, and piiNh d il iii iitiv avvivy " 

I can say ncitlypr moie iioi less th in tins, that when our 
dear friend, the (lOner.d, sent mo his opinion of the spi < i- 
men, quoting those vary words Irom it, he added, “With 
this part I was |Xirti( uUirly pleased, tin re is nothing in 
poetry more descriptive ” bin h wire his wrv words Taste, 
my dear, is various, there is noihing so various, and even 
between persons of the best tistc* ll.i’ri are diversities of 
opinion on the samesubyeet, for whuii il is not possible tc^ 
account So much fur tlusi initurs 

You advise me to consult the (leiu ri and to i unlide in 
him I follow yoiir .idvue, and hivc dom lioili lly the 
last post 1 asked his pi'nnission to s, n 1 Inin the books ol 
my Homer as fast as I should finish tluin olf I shall be 
glad of Ins remarks, and nionj gl.id llnii of any thing to do 
that which I hope may be agrce.d lie to biin They will of 
course pass into you' bands bc’fore tin y an s, iil to Johnson 
'J he quire that I sent is now in llu- Iinuls of Johnson’s 
friend 1 intended to have told you i i my list, but forgot 
It, that Jolinson behaves very h.nnl oiiiely in the alTair of 
my two volumes He acts with a bin i.tliiy not ofli n found 
in persons of his occup.ition, and to i.ieiitioii it, v.heii oica 
sion calls me to it, is a justice due to him 
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I nni very miirh pleised with Mr Stanley’s letter Seteral 
rmnpliiTK nts were paid me, on the Mihjcct of that first vo- 
lume, liy my own friends, but I do not recollect that I 
ever knew the ofiimon of a stranger about it before, whether 
favourable or otherwise I only heard by a side wind, that 
It was ver) miK h n ad in Srotl ind, and iiiorc than here. 

I'arewell, iii) de.irest cousin, whom we c\pcct, of whom 
we talk contmuall), and whom we continually lonf; for 

W C 

Your aiiMous wishes for mv success dili^ht me, and you 
may rist assured. in> dc.ir. that I have all the ambition on 
tilt suhjet t tli.it joii ean wish me to feil I more than ad- 
mire my author I often st.md astomslicd at his be.auties 
I .am fur ever amused with the tnaiisiation of him. and I 
have received a ihoiisatid cncoi.r.ii'einints The'se are all so 
many happy omens, that I hope sli.ill be verified by the’ 
went 


(X’CXI.VII 

BEaaiNG TO BE RELEASED FROII A PROMISE OF 
PUTTING THE MS INTO HIS HANDS, BECAUSE IT 
MUST BE SENT TO BUSELI. 

lo nil uiv vviiJivvi iMviv 
, Aiv iiKvii Htii M<, M.irth n, ITsB 

1 sii M lo be about to write lo yon, but I foresei. that it will 
not be a Ktti r, hut a snap that I shill si ml you I i onld 
till you things that, knowing how inui h v on interest your 
Sill in my sunes>, I im sure vvimlil please you . hut wiry 
moment «if mv Kisiirc is m i essarilv spent at I roy 1 am 
rivisini'my tr.msl.ition, and I estowiiv' on it more labour 
thni.atlirsi \i tlie rejH'itcd .and i irnest solicitation. ol 
(iiiiir.il I'owpir, who had doulilk .s irn f^a^allle re.ison on 
Ills side, I have put my hook into the hands of the mi{,'t 
I \tr .onlinar; i ntii th.it I h.avc ever hetrd of. He is a 
.^wis , a punter in the h''torie.al vv ly his an aceiirite 
knowliditi ot I nelish, and for his knovvledf^ of HonieT h 
I vorilv heliivi, no fillow lohnsun ritommonded him'' 
me 1 am to send him the quires as kist 1 finish them u i 
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and the first is now in his hands I hate the romfort to he 
aide to toll ton, that he is tor) mm h pleisul with what he 
has sent (nhnson wrote to me lattl\ on purpose to tcU 
me so Thiiiiis having taken this turn. I fear that I must 
l)Cg a release from ni) engagement to put the Ms into t our 
hands, I am hound to (irint as soon as thri e huiiilred sliall 
have suhscrihed, and const ipientl) have not an hour to 
spare 

People pcnerallv love to go whin the) are admiral, yet 
l«ady Hejketh complains of not h.umg si-en you 

Yours, W C 


(■(•(•\ 1 A III 

OBJEGTma TO AirV delay of her visit, and 

ASSUBINO HER THAT HE NO LONGER OBTRUDES 
HIS RELI9I0U3 SENTIMENTS ON OTHERS - LET- 
TER FROM MARTIN MADAN. 

to I VI>V IIIsKI Itl 

Aim ill Monil 17% 

livvf you tlie liardimss to hid nu wait till \iigiist lor your 
loniinf!, or i v> n to suggest such an idea to me, win Invt 
been so long niiinlicniig oflT divs and waiks with iinpilient 
cspertation of |iim '* M\ (oiisiii. I will not wail till 
gust, ncitlu r I .111 Mrs Unwin w iit till Viigiist I insist, 
and she ciitn its, that vou (nine at the tiiiie .ippnintid Is 
tin re any thing future to whuh we look torw ird with ((|ual' 
pleasure ’ With ph asure, iiuleid, we i spiel the (mierjil , 

I hasc not, sa\i yoursilt, a friend whom I shoiilil csiict t 
with more , hut sou w ith jiliasiirt pei iili ir nnil ahovi all 
I (line then' difhiulties will perhaps vanish ai vour aji- 
ptarani e , fifty p lints may fie idjiisted vvlini you are on 
th(, spot, n It one of w 111 , Ii (in fie tom lied without you 
()t this lie sure, that hv some means or other vou shall 
have a 111 I'c at Olnm ’Ihe project in liiiid will profia 
Uy in the end succeed, and if it should n ot, others may be 
itnrtcd, hut> not till vou loac You li.ivc given a hope 
lluit will not be ri linr|iiislied while in Oliiev may lie found 
one hriek or stone upon anotiK r A lodumg for the pre- 
sent IS ready fur you, even should yuu come to morrow 
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I love you, and thank you for all your hints concemint; 
the (icncral Suspurt not from any thing said above, that 
my affection for him is not as warm as }ou wish it to he 
It IS , and will, 1 doubt not, increase in fervour But 
with him I have an intimacy to make With you I have 
always had one, however long interrupted, and the place 
that you have held with me, you will ever hold, should w’c 
outlive the yc.irs of Methiisalcm But, as I said, I thank 
you tor those hints, and if he have any little likings to lie 
gratiliLil, (for who has not some ?) >ou cannot do a kinder 
thing by us than to give us instruction in them all , for we 
sill' eri-l> wish to make his abode here as pleasant to him 
as possible Henry (omis with him (bve me a little 
history of Aim also, for him I hive never seen since he 
was an urrhin .\s to the affair of religious Lonversation, 
fiar me not lest I shonld tresiMs-, upon his pca<e in that 
wav Voiir vi( ws, m\ <h ar, upon the subject of a projier 
LondiK t in that pirtKuIar, arc mine also When I left 
Si .Minn’s, 1 left it under impressions "of the eMstenre of 
.1 (lod, and of tlu trutli of Scripture, that [ had never filt 
belore I h id unspeikable delight in tlie diMOirv and 
was impatient to (umniunuate a pleasure to others 
tint I lonnd so superior to everything that hears the 
name 'I'liis cagernsss of spirit, natural to jitrsoiis ncvvlj 
ininrmed, and the le-s to lie wondered at in me who 
li.id just emerged from the horrors of ih spair, made im 
' iiiiprudeiit, ainl, I dmi'il not, trouhlesomc to man) For- 
getling til ii I h id noi /Amt' blessing', at mv Lommarid, 
wliH h It Is (lod’s pL( iiliar prerogative to impart spiritual 
liglit and affn tioMs, I ri'piirid, mcffeit, of all with vvlioin 
1 lOMversid that thiv should see with ni> eves , and stood 
nm.a/ed that the ('losjiel, which with me was all in all, 
should meet with opposition, or should oecasion dlsg^l^t 
111 any But the (losjiel could -not be the word of (lod il 
It did not , tor It forolclls Its own reciption ainrmg nn n 
and desf ril'cs It .IS esictlv such (looil is intended, hut 
harm is done too often by the zeal with winch I was at 
that time aiiiiiialcd But .as in affairs of this life, so m 
religious loncerns likewise, cviwrience begets some wisdom 
111 all who are not incapable of being taught 1 do net 
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now, neither have 1 for a long time, made it my practice 
to force the subject of c\ angelical truth on any 1 receiv- 
ed It not from man myself, neither can any nun recei\e it 
from me (lod is light, and from him all light must Lome 
to His teaching, therelore, 1 leave those whom 1 was onre so 
alert to instruct myself If a man asks my opinion, or mils 
for an account of m> faith, he sh.all have it , nlhernise I 
trouble him not Pulpits for preaching, and the jiarluiir, 
the garden, and the walk abroad for friendly and agreeable 
con vers ilibn 

I am grieved at wh.it you tell me of the (iencral s state of 
health I fear th.it he t irnes his di atb s wound abniit him 
1 lie iircrariousiiLss ot lus lito makes me feel, if jiossiljle, 
the more < omfort thafyours seem to be held by a stronger 
tenure M.ay you la spared as long .is I am sp-irid, lor 
having found you 'igiin, I am detirinnud luvir to lose you 
more I am deliglitid too th.it niy untie at Ins years is so 
stout M ly he long t oiuiiuu. so ’ 

Mr, Vladan and 1 wen, lit vi r t orn sjiomleiils Onu or 
twu 0 , however, I'li ivc h ul an o< t isnmal li tier from Inin, 
.nid las't hrid.iy broui'ht me nnothir I w.is, s you may 
suppose, surprised He wrote merely to rcciilv, as Iie.u - 
counts It my typography /’Atnifhc would have piinud 
.and so ol .ill words teniiiii Uing in id, .ami iisiiilly in 
former tunes .iliiKlgtd Ilut I siull not .luetle I i iiiiiol 
indeed, to Ins t ouiisel Johnson long sini i , .intJ tin ( leiie- ^ 
r,al lately, rccoiinnt ndt d to me the eoiUrary pr.i(Iii(. ..and 
tne fashion of the diym.akcs it necessary It is a'so ,i 
real iiiiprovcmeiil, for the jmlgiiiv 111 rorrcits the eyi, .and 
in reading redut i s the syll ibles to their just iiiimlier .uhl 
to which. We have no ncial to make prunouiii iilioii of our 
language mure dillit uli t<i foreigners than it is of net issity, 
which yet must be the lertiin c oiiseipienci of spelling uiio 
way and pronuunrina .anollier phidd, .aiionling to 
the rule by whirh wc make f before a consonant linrd, 
ought to pronoum ed But loo inurli of this He 
wTole me a«dry lette>r , but s-me thing’s considered, it did 
him honour in my account, brraiisc it jirovcs that he in- 
terests himself in my work, notwithstanding all 

■I wrotw, my dearest cousin, to the Licncral on 'Saturday, 
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and then told him that he would not receive my bundle of 
poetr> in Itbs than a fortnight At that time 1 thought oi 
detaining the third, fourth and ftith hooks till I should have 
ro-revised the fin>t, and then that I would send them all at 
iinre Itut I ha\e changed my mind tiiseli is at present 
out of nork It would not tie civil to make him wait long for 
more, and the three lau-incntioned hooks are ready . I 
shall ilieri.luri., as before, send tnem to you , you will com 
munii ntt. with the (■cner'il , .ind he to buscli The) will 
set off on \\ udiiLstlay h) Wclliiighoroiigh Loach. The first 
({Uire di still. d to Dr M.ili's inspection I am now going to 
take in h.iiid Should I find it ncLcssary to transcribe the 
whole or iiuk h ot‘ it, th.it business, and the (one. tion of it 
together, will m It ss.irily Like time, hut you shall have it 
as soon as possible My dear, stroke my pate, .ind sa\ 
thtit I .'tin a good child I send you, I suppose, .above two 
thoiis.and lines, and nut two hundnd in the whole of tin 
lirst iransl.itioii In fart, I am in.iking a new translation 
iiii'i 'iiid th.it the work will he inticli a gainer by it I 
giud.'i no pains so that 1 may but be a tainoiis poet, aiul 
iiiaki you as proud .as I wish you to be ol your c.nisin in a 
corner Aprafios dc m, —if 1 h.ivi not vis'led my iiiigh 
hours, it has been owing to in.iny buns in the wav, to a 
dread of str.ingirs, incri. isid liy having seen none for many 
years , to a total iiuap icily through indisposition, but very 
lately, in part, removed , and to nei'tssily, arising from tin 
following iiiijiortant coiisnleration, I keep no i'orsc, and tin 
hackneys ol Oliny are not ostensible , chaises are beconn 
more expensive lluii ever, and some of the lountry gentle 
men (Mr Wright in p.irtn iilar) who have made advances, 
live too distant to be re.ai hod on foot 1 have not sent to 
Kerr for these reasons , he depended, liy his own avowal, 
principally on enieltrs, which seem to fail, though 1 have 
ne'itlier cm tended nor fallen short , the tini lure that he fi..-' 
given me is hv his account of it, of two that are the best 
111 the world tor stomach cases, the most efficacious , thefe 
fore nothing better is to be exiiccted from him of that kind, 
and the appro.iching summer gives me hope better founded 
that anv I ran hinld nnon medicine, of ouen pores, and ion 
seiiueiitiv of lehe-t, if not of a cure My fever is not uuuh 
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a thought ‘ I suppose I have had more or less of it almost 
all my life — I am now runimi^ing things together — I de- 
dicate to whomsoever )ou shall rhoosc — I have tivo dozen 
of wine and four bottles — If you should call at Debrett’s, 
pray search the book for the name of 'I'lirockmorton in par- 
ticular I knew not that Sephus had so ennobled iny sub- 
scription, till you told me 1 hold myself much obliged to 
him, and so shall tell him, when time shall serve I love 
and honour my uncle for his very handsome notii c of 
me on the occasion Our politics do not j ir , in the prin- 
ciple we arc two tallies I only dilTiT from you a little 
touching the king's head He bad, through ill advice or 
want of honesty, acted with great duplicity He was either 
to reign or die , there* was no alternative None dirod to 
trust him,— the axe was the consequence Adieu, my 
dear-fellow pilgrim in all our plixisant places, for such you 
shall be 

?>cr affectionatclv jours, WM (JOWPER, 

I tell you a remark ible i oim idenre of d il(>s and events 
I rovCiM'd your {ire sent of wine on my birth-daj, November 
26 , the desk on tlio 71I1 of 1 ) 1 ember, the day when I left 
l^ndon . and iny siitifTliox, iVe from \nonymoiis on the 
24th of J iniiary, on whic h dij, tw’olve years ago, I plunged 
into a inehneholy that made me 'ilmost an infant I cannot 
bear to be so concise .is wMiit of room obliged me to be on 
the other side, resjiccting the wine Your kindness in 
making the inquiry is to me lictter than the wine itself f 
this IS a literal truth, and you may credit it without the 
least reserve I had a little of my own when the hamper 
came, which is the <ausc of my present abundanec Onec 
more bless you ' 

The most evident necessity iirescnts itself for your 
coming in June We just now* learn th.it these clever 
ajvartments « annot he h \d The son is to succeed the 
apprentice in the second chamber We have offered a bed 
in our house during your stay, but it is not aecepted There 
•s a tight lade house ojiposile, which 1 dare say you may 
have, that will hold you and suite, but it has a west aspect. 
Perhaps by oiien windows and curtains it might be kept 
cool Mother and daughter only live in it 
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Mrs. Unwin begs me to give her most affixtiooate res- 
pects If you understood l.atin, I could tell you, in an 
elegant line from Horace, how much we both think of you, 
and talk of you, and long to see you. Dearest cousin, 
adieu ' 

Wc have expedients tn petto for settling you at Olney, 
some of which \s ill surely succeed, but which we will not 
discuss till you come, that is to say — in June. This is po- 
sitively the last postscript. 


CCCXMX 

IMPOSSIBLE FOR HIM TO REMOVE TO HADLET- 
MR. BURROWS -LODOZNO HUMTIHO-FART OF 
THE VIOARAOE TAKEN FOB LADT HESKETH. 

to LVOV IIESKFTtt 

Afonilay, April 10, I7S6 

'riui’s my good cousin ' now I love you > now I will think 
of June as you do, that it is the pleas.into<'>t of all months, 
unless you should liapiion to be here in November too, and 
make it eipuilly delightful Before 1 sh.!!! h.ive finished my 
letter, Mrs Uimin will have taken a view of the house ron- 
ccriuiig which you inijuire, and I shall be able to give you a 
circumstantial .tct otiiit of it The man who built it is late- 
ly dead He had been a common sailor, and .issistecl un- 
•dcr W olfe and Amherst .it the taking of Quebec When 
we came hither he was almost penny less, but climbing by 
degrees into the lai'ebusiness, amassed money, and built 
the house in (iiicsliuii Just before he died, having an en- 
terprising genius, he put almost his whole substance to 
hazard m sending a large c.'iqjo of lice to America, and the 
venture failing, he has left his widow in penury and distress 
I'or this reason, 1 conclude that she will have no objection 
to letting as much of her house as my cousin will have oi 
I asion for, and have therefore given you this short history 
of the matter The bed is the best in the town', and the 
honest tar's folly w.is much laughed at, when it was known 
that he, who had so often swung in a hammock, had given 
twenty pounds for a bed. But now I begin to hope tljat 
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he made a wiser bargain than I once thought it. She is no 
gentlewoman, as you may suppose, but she is nevertheless 
a very quiet, detent, sober body, and well respected among 
her neighliours 

But Hadley, my dearest cousin, what is to be said of 
Hadley ? Only this at present, that having such an in- 
habitant as Mr Burrows, and the hope belonging to it of 
such another inhabit.int as vourself, it has ill charms, all 
possible recoininendations Yes , had I the wings that 
David wished for, I would surely streK h them to their ut- 
most extent th.it I might reach .iny pLiee w here 1 should 
have you to converse witli perhaps h ilf the jear But alas, 
my dear, instc.id of wings, f hive ichiin mil a collar , the 
history of which collar and chiiii Mrs Unwin shill give 
you when you come , else I would My, and she would fly 
also, with the utmost aLicrity to H.idley, or whithersoever 
you should call us, for Olney h.is no hold upon us m pirti- 
cular Here have we no family connexions, no neighbours 
with wHom we c.in assuci.itc, no Iriendships If the loun- 
tiy IS ^lu.is.int, so also arc other (uuntncs , and so fir as in- 
come IS concerned, we should not, I sup[>osc, find ourselves 
in a more expensive situation at H ulley, or any where, 
than here But there arc lets and hinder iiii es which no 
power of man can remove, which will make your poor heart 
ache, my dear, when you come to know them I will not 
say that they can never be rcmoveil, because I will not set 
bounds to that which has no liounds — the mercy of flod ,* 
hut of the removal of them there is no present api>arcnt 
probability. I knew a Mr Burrows once, it was when I 
lived in the Temple , so far knew him that we simpered at 
each other when wre met, and on opposite sides of the way 
touched hats This Mr. Burrows, though at that time a 
young man, was rather remarkable for cor[>iilencc, and yet 
tall He was at the bar On a sudden I missed him, and 
i^s informed soon .after that he had taken orders. Is 
It possible that your Mr Burrows and mine can be the 
same ? The imagination is not famous for taking good 
likenesses of persons and faces that we never saw. In 
general the picture that we draw in our minds of an tneonnu 
IS of all possible pictures the most unlike the original .So 
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It has happened to me m this instance : my fancy assured 
me that Mr Burrows was a slim, elegant young man, dress- 
ed always to the very point of exactness, with a sharp face, 
a small voice, a delicate address, and the gentlest manners 
Such was my dream of Mr Burrows, and how my dream of 
him came to be such I know not, unless it arose from what 
I seemed to have collected out of the several letters in 
which you ha\c mentioned him 1‘rom them I learned 
that he has wit, sense, taste, and genius, with which quali- 
ties I d<i not generally connect the ideas of hulk and rotun- 
dity , and from them I also learned that he has numerous 
connexions at your end of the town, where the company of 
those who have anything rough in their exterior is least 
likely to he coseted bo it must haii> come to |iass that I 
made to myself such a \ery unsuitable representation of 
him Hut 1 .1111 not sorry that he is such as he is He is 
no loser hy the bargain, in my account I am not the less 
delighted with his liigh a])prol>ation, and wish for no better 
fortune as a poet, than always so to please such men as 
Mr Burrows 1 will not say, my dear, that you yourself 
gain any .idiantagc in my opinion hy the difference ; for to 
seat you higher there than you were always seated, is nut pos- 
sible 1 will only observe in this instance, as alw’ays in all in- 
staiK cs, 1 disc 01 cr a proof of your own good sense and dis- 
ccrninent, who iindmg in Mr Burrows a mind so deserving of 
your esteem and regard, have not suffered your eye to preju- 
Hlice you .igainst it , a faux pas into which I have known 
ladies of very good understanding betrayed ere now, I 
assure you ll.id there been a i|ULStion last year of our 
meeting at (llncy, I should have Icit myself fxirticularly in- 
terested m tins iii,ittciition of yours to the figure, for the 
sake of its contents , for at that time I had rather more 
body than it liecame a man mho pretends to public appro- 
bation as a poet, to c arry alxiut him But, thanks to Dr 
Kerr, I do not at present measure an inch more in the 
girth than is yH'ifectly consistent with the highest preten- 
sions III that way Apollo himself is hardly lessAhargeahle 
with prominence about the waist than I am 

I by no means insist upon making ladies of the Trq^n 
women, unless 1 can teconule }ou to the term. But I must 
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observe in the first place, that thoupch in our language the 
word be of modern use, it is likewise \ery ancient We 
read in our oldest llibles of the elect Lady, and of Babylon 
thc</lnsfv of kingdoms In the next place, the Grecians, 
Homer at least, when a woman of rank is accosted, takes 
care in many instances that she shall lie addressed in a 
style suited to her condition, for which purpose lie employs 
a word more magnificent in its amount than even lady, and 
which literally signifies very little less than goddess The 
word thal I mean— tint I may make it legible to >oii, is 
Daimontc There were, no doubt, in I'niy, — liut I will say 
no more of it I have that to w'nte about to my I'mghsh 
lady, that makes all the ladies of aiitiipiity nothing worth 
to me 

We are at this moment returned from the house above 
mentioned The p irUiur is small and neat, not a mere i up- 
board, but very pissable t*'c i hamber is better, and iiiiite 
smart There is a little room dose to jour own for Mrs 
Eaton, 'and there is room lor (aiokee and Simiii 1 The 
terms are half i guinea a wi ek , but it seems as if we were 
never to take a step without a stumble The kitchen is 
bad, — It hiis, indeed, never Ixsai used c\cept as a wash- 
house , for people at Oliuy do nut cat and drink, as ihej do 
in other pla es I do not mean, my dear, that tliiy ipiair 
nei tar or feed on ambrosi i, but /»nt an contnurt So what 
must be done about tins alxmiinable kiteheii ? It is out oi 
do irs that is o'ltamiss It h.as iieillmr range nor j.ick ' * 
thal Is tcrnble but then range and jack are not iinatlain- 
allies they ma> be easily sujiplieal Vnd if it were not — 
abominable kiti.h..n that it is, no bigger than half an vgg- 
shell, shift iniglit be made 'I'lie good woman is i ontent 
that your servants should c.at and drink in her parlour, but 
expects that lbe> shall disjierse themselves when ihi y have 
dune But wliiiiier, who can say ? unless into tiu ,irboiir 
mthe garilen, for th it they should solace Ituniselves in 
s,aid kitchen were hardly to Ixi expected While I write 
this, Mrs *11 la gone to attempt a treaty with the linen- 
drajier over the way, which, if she sucx’ed-, will b.* best 
of all, because the rooms are better, and it is just at 
h.'fnd I must halt till she returns — She returns ,— 
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nothing done. She is gone again to another place Once 
more I halt Again she returns and opens the parlour 
door with these tidings — “ I have ^succeeded beyond my 
utmost hopes. I went to Maurice Smith’s, (he you must 
know, my dear, is a Jack-of-all-tradcs ,) I said, do you know 
if Mr Brightman could and would let lodgings ready fur- 
nished to a lady with three servants ? Maurice’s wife calls out, 
(she IS a Quaker,) Why dost thee not take the vicarage ? 
1 replied, There is no furniture * Pshaw I’ quoth Maurice’s 
wife ; ‘ we wiU furnish it for thee, and at the lowest rate ■ 
— from a bed to a platter we will find all ’” — And what do 
you intend now? said I to Mrs Unwin “Why now,” 
quoth she, “ 1 .im going to the curate to hear what he says ” 
So away she goes, and in aliout twenty minutes returns. — 
“ Well, now It is all settled I.ady H is to have all the 
vicarage, ev ept two rooms, at the rate of ten guineas a 
year , and Maurice will furnish it for five guineas from June 
to November, inclusive ” So, m> de.ir, you and your train 
are provided fur to ray heart's content They ale lady 
.\usten’s lodgings, only with more room, and at the same 
price You have a parlour sixteen feet by fourteen,' cham- 
ber ditto , a room for your own maid, near to }uur own, 
that I have occupied many a good time , an exc ceding good 
garret for (^)okee, and another ditto, at a convenient dis- 
tance, for Samuel , a cellar, a good kitcbeii, the use of the 
garden, -in short, all that you can want Give us our 
1 (immission in your next, and all shall be re.idy by the first 
of June You will observe, my beloved cousin, that it is 
not in all above eight shillings a week in the whole year, or 
but a trifle more .\nd the furniture is really smart, and 
the beds good But you must lind your own linen fomc 
theiv my beloved cousin, tor 1 am determined that, what- 
soever king shall reign, you shall be Vicar of Olney Come 
and cheer my heart I have left many things unsaid, but 
shall note them another time. .Adieu ' , 

Ever yours, . W C. 

I am so charmed with the subject that concludes my 
letter that I grudge every inch of paper to any other V'et 
must I allow myself space to say that I^oiid Dartmouth's 
behaviour to you at the concert has won my heart to hhn 
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more than ever. It was such a well-timed kindness to me, 
and so evidently performed with an equal design of giving 
pleasure to you, that I love him for it at my heart. I have 
never, indeed, at any time, had occ.ision to charge him, as 
1 know that many have done, with want of warmth in his 
friendship. — I honour you, niy dear, for your constellation 
of nobles, 1 rejoice that the contents of my box have 
pleased you may I never write any thing that dix‘s not * 
My friend Bull brought me to-day the last Geiitit. man’s 
Magazine. There your cousin is held up again. Oh rare 
toa ' 


CCCL 

DESCRIPTION OF*TEE VIOABAOE-LETTEB FROM 

ANONYMOUS -STATE OF HIS EYES-THUBLOW. 

Ty LVOV III-SkMIl 

HT nazUKST COUSIN, Olney, Apnl 17, 1786. 

If ydu will not quote Solomon, my dearest cousin, I will 
He says, and as be.iutiful as truly— '‘Hope deferred maketh 
the heart sick, but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of 
life I feel how much reason he had on his side a lit n he 
made this observation, and am myselt siek of your fort- 
night’s delay 

»•«««*** 

The vicarage was built by Izird Dartmouth, and was no^ 
finished till some tunc after we arrived at Olney, cniisc- 
(jucntly it is new It is a smart stone budding, well sashed, 
by much too good for the living, hut just what I would 
wish for you It has, as you justly i oneluded from my 
premises, a garden, hut rather t.ilctilated for use than orna- 
ment It IS square, and well w.tlled, hut has neither arbour 
nor alcove, nor other sluadu, except the shitdow of the house 
But we have two gardens, which are yours Between your 
qiansion and ours is interposed nothing hut an orchard, 
into which a door ojicning out of our garden aflbrds us the 
easiest communication imaginable, will save the round about 
by the town, and make lioth houses one Your chanilier- 
windows look over the river, and over the meadows, to a 
tillage called Emberton, and command the whole length of 
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a long bridge, described by a certain poet, together with a 
view of the road at a distance. Should you wish for books 
at Olney, you must bring them with you, or you will wish 
in vain, for 1 have none but the works of a certain poet, 
Cowper, of whom perhaps you have heard, and they are as 
yet but two volumes They may multiply hereafter ; but at 
present they are no more 

You are tlie first person for whom I have heard Mrs. 
Unwin express such feelings as she does for you ^ She is 
not profuse in professions, nor forward to enter into treaties 
of friendship with new faces , but when her friendship is 
once cng.'igcd, it misy be confided in even unto death She 
loves you already, and how much more w ill she love you 
before this time twelve month < I havh indeed endeavoured 
to describe you to her, but perfectly as I have you by 
heart, I am scnsilile tint my picture cannot do you justice 
1 never s.aw one that did Be you what you may, you arc 
much beloved, and will be so at Olney, and Mrs U expects 
you with the pleasure th.at one fccU .it the^return of a long 
absent, dear relation , th.it is to siy, with a pleasure such 
as mine She sends you her ssamiest affections 

On Friday I received a letter Irom dear \nonymous, 
apprizing me of a jiarcel that the coach would hnng me on 
Saturday Who is there in the world tli.it li is, or thinks he 
has, reason to love me to the degree that he does ? But 
|Jt IS no matter Hu chooses to be unknown, and his choici 
IS, and ever shall be so sacred to me, that it hi» name lay 
on the table before mo reversed, 1 would not turn the paper 
alioutthat I might rend it Much as it would gnatify me to 
thank him, I would turn my eyes away from the forbidden 
discovery I long to assure him that those same lyes, con- 
cerning which he expresses such kind apprehensions, lest 
they should suffer by this laborious undertaking, are as weP 
as I could expect them to lie, if I were never to touch either 
liook nr |K;n Subjcx.t to weakness, and occasional sligly 
infl.mimatioiis, it is probable that they will always be, 
but I cannot rciiienibor the time when they enjoyed any 
thing so like an exemption from those infirmities as 
at prcscMit One would almost suppase that reading 
liomer were the best ophtlialinic in the world. I should lA 
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happy to remove his solicitude on the subject, but it is a 
pleasure that he « ill not let me enjoy \\ ell then, I will be 
content without it , and so content that, though I believe 
you, my dear, to be in full possession of all this mystLij, you 
shall net er know mu, while you live, either direitlj, or 
by hints of any sort, attempt to extort, or to steal tlie seerct 
from you I should think myself as justly punishable as 
the Bethshemites, for looking into the ark, wIiilIi they were 
not allowed to touch 

I have not sent for Kerr, for Kerr can do nothing but 
send me to Bath, and to Bath 1 cannot go tor a thousand 
reasons The summer wilt set me up again 1 grow fat eveiy 
day, and shall be as big as (log or hfagog, or both put 
together, before you cuinc 

I did actually live three years with Mr CliJiunan, a soli- 
citor, that IS to say, I slept three years in Ins liimsc but I 
lived, that is to say, I sjient my days in Southainjitoii Row, 
as you very Well rcniunib«.r '1 here was 1, and the future 
lord ChaiKcllor, constantly employed from mormiig to 
night in giggling !ind making giggle, instead of studying the 
law (!) he, cousin < how loiild you do so 7 I am jileased 
with I.ord Thurlow’s enquiries about me If he takes it 
into that inmntablc head of his, he may make a man of inc 
yet 1 could love him heartily, it he would but deserve it 
at my hands That I did so oinc isccrUin 'Ibe Duebesscs 

of ,who m the world set her a-going 7 But if all Ihe 

duchesses in the world were spinning, I ke so many whirlig-' 
igs, for my benefit, I would not stoj) them It is a noble 
thing to be a poet, it makes all the world so lively 1 
might have preached more sermons than even Tillotsun did, 
and better, and the world would have been still fast asleeji , 
but a volume of v erse is a fiddle that puts the universe in 
mation 

Vours niy dear friend and cousin, W C. 
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CCCLI. 

HE LOVES TALKINO LETTERS LIKE HEBS-OOW- 
FEBSHIP-A MORSEL OF PRAISE. 

TO LADY HESKLTH 

Olney, Apnl 21, 1788. 

Your letters arc so much my comfort, that I often trem- 
ble lest by any accident I should be disappointed , and the 
more because you have been, more tlian once, so engaged 
in company on the writing day, that I have had ‘a narrow 
escape Let me give you a picT-C of good counsel, my cou- 
sin , follow my laudable example — write when you can ; 
take Tune's forelock in one hand, and a pen in the other, 
and so make sure of your opportunity It is well for me 
that you write faster than any Imdy, and more in an hour 
than other people in two, else I know not what would 
liecome of me. When I read your letters I hear you talk, 
and I love talking letters dearly, especially from you. 
Well ' the middle of June will not be .Tlw.iys a thousartd years 
off, and when it comes I shall hear you, and see you 
too, and shall not care a f.irthmg then if yon do not' touch 
a pen in a month Hy the way, you must either send me, 
or bring me some more paper, for before the moon sh.aU 
have {lerformcd a few more revolutions I sh.ill not li.i\e a 
scrap left,- -and tedious revolutions they are just now, that 
IS certain 

I give you leave to be as peremptory as you please, espe- 
CKslly at a distance , hut when you SiSy that you are a 
Cowper, (and the better it is fur the Cowpers that such you 
are, and 1 give them joy of you, with all my heart,) you 
must not forget that 1 boast myself a Cowper too, and have 
my humours, and fancies, and purposes, and determinations, 
as well as others of my name, and hold them as fast as they 
c.in yiw indeed tell /ne how’ often 1 shall sec you when 
you come ' A pretty story truly I am a Cowper, iny 
dear, and ehim the privileges that belong to my .noble sex 
But these matters sh.ill be settled as my cousim Agamem- 
non used to say, at a more convenient time 

I shall rejoiee to see the letter you promise, me,for though 
I met with a morsel of praise last week, 1 do not know tlmt 
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the week current is likely to produce me any, and having 
lately been pretty much pampered with that diet, I expect 
to find myself rather hungry by the time when your next 
letter shall amve It will therefore be very opportune. 
The morsel, above alluded to, came from — whom do you 
think ? From——, but she desires that her authorship 
may be a secret And m my answer I promised not to di- 
vulge It except to you It is a pretty copy of verses, neatly 
written, and well turned, and when you Lome you shall see 
them I antend to keep all pretty tilings to myself till then, 
that they may serve me as a liait to lure you hither more 
effectually The last letter tli.it I had from— —I received 
so many years since, that n scx.ins as if it had reached me 
a good while licfore I .was horn 
I was grieved at the heart that the (Icncral could not 
come, and that llIlle^s was in |i.irt the cause tiiat hindered 
him I have sent him, by Ins exfircss desire, a new edition 
of the first bo ik, .and h.iir the second I le would nut suffer 
me to send it to you, my dear, lest you should post it away 
to Maty at onr u • 11c did not give th.it reason, but being 
shrew ilj I fuu ul it 

The grass hegins to grow, ami the leaves to Imil, and 
every thing is preparing to be be.iutilul against you come 

.\dicu I \V C 

You enquire of our wilks, I [lerccive, as well as of our 
rides they are lieautiful You uni|uiro also romcrmiig a 
cellar you have twordl.irs Oh ' wli.il years have passed ■ 
since we took the s.une walks, and drank out of the same 
bottle ' but a few mure weeks and then ' 

CCCI.Il 

MATY’S OPINION OF HIS BPEOIHBN UNFAVOURA- 
BLE-OOWPEB VEZED-A HOUSE AT tWESTON 
VACANT 

, TO LADY HLSKETIi 

• Oloey, May 8, 1786 

I DID not at all doubt that your tenderness fur my feel- 
ings had inclined you to suppress in your letters to me the 
■qfelligence concerning Maty’s critique, that yet reached me 
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from another quarter. ^Vhen I wrote to you I had not 
learned it from the General, but from my friend Bull, who 
only knew it, by hearsay The next post brought me the news 
of It from the first-mentioned, and the critique itself enclos 
ed Together with it came also a squib discharged against 
me in the Public Advertiser. The General’s letter found 
me in one of my most melancholy moods, and my spirits 
did not rise on the receipt of it The letter indeed that he 
had cut from the newspaper gave me little pain, both be- 
cause It contained nothing formidable, though written with 
malevolence enough, and because a nameless author can 
liavc no more weight with his readers than the reason which 
he has on his side can give him But Maty’s animad- 
versions hurt me more In [lart they appeared to me 
unjust, and in part ill-natured , and yet the man himself 
being an oral Ic in every body’s account, I apprehended 
tint he h.ad done me much mischief VV’hy he says that 
tilt translation is far from exact, is best known to himself 

Fur I know it to be as exact as is co'iipatilile with poetr\’ , 
and prose translations of Homer are dot wanted, -the 
world has one .ilrudy But 1 will not till my letter ‘ to you 
with hypercnlicisins , 1 will only add an extract from a 
letter of ('oIm.in’s, that 1 receued last Friday, and will 
then dismiss the subject It came accompanied by a coji) 
of the specimen, which he himself had amended, and with 
so much taste and candour tlut it charmed me He says 
*as fallows 

“ One copy I ha>c returned, with some remarks promji 
ted by my zeal for your succesi, n<>t, Heaven knows, h) 
arrogance or imiicrtmencc I know no other w.ay at once 
so plain, and so short, of delivering my thoughts on the 
specimen of your transUtion, which on the whole I admire 
exceedingly, thinking it breathes the spirit, and conveys the 
manner of the original , though having here neither Homer 
nor Pope’s Homer, I cannot speak precisely of particular 
lines or expressions, or compare your blank ver^e with his 
rhyme, except by declaring that 1 think blank verse infinite 
1y more congenial to the m<agnificent simplicity of Homer''- 
hexameters, than the confin^ couplets, and the Jingle of 
rhyme ” 
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His amendments are chiefly bestowed on the lines 
encumbered with elisions, and I will just take this 
opportunity to tell you, my d^, because I know you to 
be as much interested in what I write as myself, that some 
of the most ofiensivc of those elisions were occasioned by 
mere criticism I was fairly hunted into them, by vexatious 

objections made without end by , and his friend, and 

altered, and altered, till at last I did not care how I altered 

Many thanks for 's verses, which deserve just the 

character ^ou give of them They arc neat and easy,— 
but I would mumble her well, if I could get at her, for 
allowing herself to suppose for a moment that 1 praised the 
Chancellor with a view to emolument I wrote those 
stanzas merely for my own amusement, and they slt^pt in a 
dark closet years after I composed them , not in the least 
designed for publication But when Johnson had printed 
off the longer pieces, of which the first volume pniii ipally 
consists,hc wrote me word that he wanted yet two thousand 
lines to ‘swell it to a projier size On that occasion it was 
that I collected I'very s( rap of verse th.it I could lind, and 
that aiAong the rest None of the smaller poems had been 
introduced, or had been published at all with iny name, 
but for this necessity 

Just as I wrote the last word I was called down to Dr 
Kerr, who came to pay me a voluntary visit Wore I sick, 
his cheerful and friendly manner would almost restore me 
Air and exercisa: are his theme , tlu m he rc< ommeiuls a‘ 
the best physic for me, and in all weathers Come then - 
fore, my dear, and t ike a little of this good pliysn with me, 
for you will find It bciicfii lal as well as I come and assist 
Mrs Unwin in the restabhshment of your cousin's health 
Air and exercise, and she and you together, will make niu 
a perfect Samson You will have a good house over jour 
head, comfortable apnirtincnts, obliging neighbours, good 
r^ds, a pleasant country, and in us your constant roini>a- 
nions, twob who will love j'Ou,and do already love you dearly, 
and with aU our hearts If you arc m any d inger of trou- 
ble, It IS from myself, if my fits of dejection sei/e me , and 
as often as they do, joii will lie grieved forme , but perhaps 
by your assistance 1 shall be able to resist them better. If 

W 
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there is a creature under heaven, from whose cooperations 
with Mrs Unwin I can reasonably expect such a blessing, 
that creature is yourself I was not without such attacks 
when I lived in london, though at that time they were less 
oppressive ; hut in your company I was never unhappy a 
whole day in all my life 

Of how much importance is an author to himself < 1 
return to that abominable s[)ecimen again, just to notice 
Maty’s imp-itient censure of the repetition that you men- 
tion 1 inc.in of the word hand In the onginal there is 
not a rcDLtition of it lint to repeat a word in that man- 
ner, and on such an occasion, is by no means what he calls 
It, a umdern invciUion In Homer I could show him many 
siu h, and in Virgil they alxiund ' Cohnan, who, in his 
judgment of classical m, liters, is inferior to none, says, “ / 
kiuKO not niAy Afafv o/'jcfts to t/ns exprensum " I could 
easily cliange it Jlut the case standing thus, I know nut 
whether my proud stonuch will condescend so low I 
rather feel myself disiiu lined to it 

C)n<‘ evening last week Mrs Unwin and I took our walk 
to Weston, and as wo were returning through the grove 
opposite to the house, the Throckmortors presented them 
selves at the door 'riuy an. owners of a house at Weston, 
at [ire sent empty It is a very good one, inrinitcly siijienor 
to ours When we drank chocolate with them, they both 
expressed their ardent desire that we would take it, wishing 
' to h.ive us for n<.arcr neighbours If you, mj cousin, wen. 
not so well provid si for as jou are, and at our very dhow, 
I verily Iieheve 1 should have mustered up all my rhctorie 
to reioinmcnd It to )oii Vou might have it for ever with 
out il iiigcT of ejectment , whereas your possession of ihv 
vicarage depends on the life of the vicar, who is cightj-siv 
The environs are most beautiful, and the village itself oni 
of the [irettiest I ever saw Add to this, you would step 
immediately into Mr Throckmorton’s pleasurc-grouiidi 
wlicre you would not soil your slipper even in .winter \ 
most iiiifortimate mistake was made by that 'gentleman v 
baililT in his .ihscnce Just before he left Weston last jc.k 
for the winter, he gave him orders to cut short the tops ot 
the flowering shrubs that lined a serpentine walk in a de 
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lightful grove, celebrated by my poctship in a little piece 
that you remember was called the Shrubbery Tbe dunce, 
misapprehending the order, cut down and faggoted up the 
whole grove, leaving neither tree, bush, nor twig, —nothing 
but stumps about as high as mv ancle Mrs 'i'hrockmnr- 
ton told US that she never saw her husband so angry in her 
life I judge indeed by hts physingnonn, whiih h.ss great 
sweetness in it, that he is very little addicted to that infer- 
nal jiassion Hut h.id he cudg<.llcd the man for his rniel 
blunder, hnd the havoc made in coiisciiuciu e of it, I could 
have excused him 

I felt myself realiv concerned for the ('hancellor’s illness, 
and from what I learnod of it, both from tlie pajicrs, and 
from f loner il ( 'owper, concluded that he must ilie 1 am 
accordingly delighted in the same proimition with the news 
of his recover) Mi> lie live, and live to be still ilic sii|)- 
port of (lovornnient ’ If it shall be Ins good pltMsurc to 
render me perion ill) any materul servii e, I have no ob- 
jection 'to It Hut Heaven knows tint it is impossible for 
any living wtglu fo bestow less thouglu on that subjti t than 
myself’ — May (lod be ever with you, my beloved cuiisni ' 

W C 


rrri.iiT 

ANTICIPATIONS OF THEIE MEETING-AVOWAL 
OF AMBITION 

ro LSUY llfe.SKI-lH 

MY DKARFST consiv, Oliipy, May 15, 1786 

From this very morning I licgin to date the last month of 
our long separation, and confidently and most eninfortalily 
hope that before the rdtcindi of June shall jireseiit itself, we 
shall have seen each other Is it not so? \iid will it not 
lie one of the most extraordinary eras of my uxlraordinary 
life ? A year ago, we neither corresponded, nor expected to 
iheet in this world Hut this world is a scene of marvellous 
events, inajiy of them more marvellous than fii tion itself 
would dare to ha/,ard , and, blessial be (lod ' they arc not 
all of the distressing kind Now and then in the course of 
an existence, whose hue is for the must part sable, a day 
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turns up that makes amends for many sighs, and many sub- 
jects of complaint Such a day shall I account the day of 
your arrival at Olney. 

Wherefore is it (canst thou tell me ?) that tc^ethe 
all those delightful sensations, to which the sight of a long 
absent dear friend gives birth, there is a mixture of some- 
thing painful , fluttenngs, and tumults, and 1 know not what 
accompaniments of our pleasure, that arc in fact perfectly 
foreign from the occasion ? Such I feel when I think of 
our meeting , and such I suppose feel you , and the nearer 
the crisis approaches, the more I am sensible of them I 
know beforehand that they will increase with every turn 
of the wheels that ihall convey me to Newport, when I 
shall set out to meet you , and that when we actually meet, 
the pleasure, and this unaccountable pain together, will be 
as much as I shall be able to supiiort I am utterly at a 
loss for tlic < niise, and can only resolve it into that appoint- 
ment, by which it has been foreordained that all human 
delights shall he qualihud and mingled with thdir con- 
traries For there is nothing formidable ih you. To me 
at least there is nothing such, no, not even in > our menaces, 
unless when you threaten me to write no more Nay, 1 
verily licliexe, did I not know you to be what jou are, and 
had less .iffcx tion for you than I have, I should have fewer 
of these emotions, of which I would have none, if I could 
help It Hut a fig for them all ' Let us resolve to combat 
'with, and to r(in(|uer them They are dreams they are 
illusions of the judgment Some enemy that hates the 
hajipincss of humnii kiiul, and is ever industrious to dash 
It, works them in us , and their being so perfc*ctly unrea- 
sonable as they are is a jiroof of it Nothing that is such 
can be the work of a good agent This I know too by ex- 
perience, that, like all other illusions, they exist only by 
force of imagination, are indebted for their prevalence to 
the absence of their object, and in a few moments after itj 
appearance cease So then this is a settled poui^, and the 
case stands thus You will tremble as you draw near to 
Newport, and so shall I but we will both recollect that 
there is no reason why we should, and this recollection 
Will at least have some little effect in our favour We wiH 
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likewise both take the comfort of what we know to be true, 
that the tumult will soon cea'>e, and the pleasure lung sur- 
ii\ethe ])ain, e\en as long I trust as we oiirsehes shall 
survive It 

What >ou say of Mat) gives me all the consolation that 
)ou intended We both think it highl) probable that )iiu 
suggest the uruc cause of his displeasure, when }oii supposi 
him mortified at not basing liad a part nf the translation 
hid before him, ere the s{)e(imen was published 'I'hc 
(Jeneral ssas sery much hurt, and calls his tensuri' harsh and 
unreasonable Ho likewise sent me a eonsolator) letter on 
the occasion, in which he Unik the kindest pains to heal the 
w.iund that he supposed 1 might have sufTerLcI I am nut 
naturally insensible, a;id the sensibilities that 1 had l>) nature 
base been wonderfull) enhanced hj a long senes of shorks, 
gnen to a frame of nerves that was never serj athletic 1 
Icx'l accordingly, whether painful or pleasant m the extreme , 
am easily elevated, and easily cast down 'I'hu frown of a 
< nti< freezes my poetical jxiwcrs, and discourages me to .i 
clegiee that makis me .xshamed of my own wctikniss Net 
1 jirosuntly rccovcT my eonfideiiee again 'I’he half of what 
you so kindly say in your Kist would at any time reston my 
spirits, and, tieing said by you, is infallible 1 am nut 
ashamed to confess, that having eunimenced an author, 1 am 
most abundantly de-iirous to sucxeexl as such / Actrr, (wAaf, 
pirhupu you lUtU suspect mt o/^ in my nature an mfintU 
\hari of ambition liut with it I have at the same time, .ii 
you well knoif, an ccjual share of diffidence 'I'o this loni- 
bination of op]j<isite cjualities it has been owing that, 
till lately, I stole through life without undeotakiiig anything, 
yet always v^ishing to distinguish myself. z\t Inst I ven- 
tured, ventured too in the only {Kith that at so late a ixsricKl 
was yet oiicn to me , and am determined, if (iod have not 
determined otherwise, to work my way through the obscu- 
rity' that has Ixx'n so long my portion, into notii e Kvery 
thing therefore that seems to threaten this my fayourite pur- 
pose with* disappointment, affects me nearly 1 suppose 
that all amoitious minds arc in the same predicament He 
who seeks distinction must lie sensible of disa[iprol>ation, 
vjcactly in the same proportion as he desires applause And 
now, my precious cousin, I liave unfolded^ my heart to you 
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in this particular, without a speck of dissimulation Some 
pajplc, and good people too, would blame me but }ou 
will not , and they I think would blame without just cause. 
We rertainly do not honour (lod when we bury, or when we 
neglect to improve, as far as we may, whatever talent he 
may have bestowed on us, whether it be little or much In 
natural things, as well as in spiritual, it is a never-failing 
truth, that to him w ho hath, (that is, to him who occupies 
what he h.ath diligently, and so as to increase it,) more shall 
be given Set me down therefore, my dear, for an indus 
trious rh) nier, so long as I shall have the ability For in 
this only w.ij is it possible for me, so far as I can see, either 
to honour (lod, or to serve man, or even to serve myself 
I rejoice to hear that Mr Throckmorton wishes to be on 
a more intimate footing I am shy, and suspect that he is 
not very mu(h otherw isc , and the ronsequcnce has been 
that we have mutually wished an accjuaintance without being 
able to arc oniplish it lUessings on >ou for the hint that 
voii drojiped on the subject of the house at Westtjn * For 
the burthen of my song is, — “ Since we have met once again. 
Id us never lie separated, as wo have been, more “ • 

U C 

CCCl.IV 

ON THE RENEWED INTEROODBSE WITH 
HIS RELATIONS. 

lO nil KIV JOHN Nl-WION 

MV liFvii FRUsii, MiiySO, ITSB 

\\ ithin this hour arrived three sects of your new publiri 
tion, for which we sincerely thank you Wc have break- 
fasted since they came, and consequently, as you may sup 
pose, have neither of us had yet an opportunity to make 
ourselves acquainted with the contents I shiTll be hapjiy 
(and when 1 say that, I Qiean to be understood in the ful- 
lest and most emphatical sense of the word) if my frame 
of mind shall be such as nuiy permit me to study them 
Hut Adam’s approach to the Tree of Life, after he h.id 
sinned, was not more eRcctually prohibited by the flaming 
sword that turned every way, than mine to its great Antetype 
has been now almost these thirteen years, a short interwl 
of three or four days, which passed about this time twrelve- 
month, alone excepted. For what reason it is that 1 am 
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thus long excluded, if I am ever again to be admitteil. is 
known to God only. I can say but this . that if he is <>till 
my Father, his paternal seventy has, toward me, been sucli 
as that 1 have reason to account it unexampled tor 
though others have suffered desertion, yet few, I believe, 
for so long a time, and perhaps none a desertion aceom- 
(lanied with such experiences But they have tins belong- 
ing to tliLiii that as thc) are not fit for recital, being made 
up merely of infernal ingredients so neither are they sus- 
ceptible of It, for I know no language in which tluy could 
be expressed 'Ihey arc as truly things which it is not pjs 
sible tor man to utter, as those were whu h I’aul licani and 
saw in the Third Heaven If the ladder of f'linstiaii l\ 
pcrience reaches, as‘ 1 suppose it does, to the very [in .eiicc 
of God, It has nevertheless its foot in thc .ibyss \nd it 
Paul stood, as no doubt he did, in that expem nee ot his 
to which I h^vc just alluded, on the topmost round of it, f 
have^becii standing, and still stand on the lowest, iii tins 
thirteeiilh ye^r that has jiasse'd since 1 descended In 
sU( 1} a 'iluaiion of mind, en« omiussed hy the niidiiiglit oi 
allsolute despair, and a thousand times idled with tinsiunk 
able horror, 1 first comiiieiued an author Distress drove 
me to It , and the inipossibilily of subsisting witlioiil siniu. 
eiiipluynieiU, still res nmriicnds it lam not, indeed, so 
Ijerfe lly hopeless as 1 was , Imt 1 am espially in iiied of an , 
oceupaiion, being often as inucli, ami soinetiims cv|.ii 
more, worried than ever I eaniiot ainuse injsell, as 
uiiec could, with carpenters’ or with gardeners’ tooD, or with 
squirrels and guincapigs. At that time 1 was a i liild lint 
since It has pleased God, whatever else he williholds, lo 
restore to me a man’s mind, I have put away chiliiish 
things Thus lar, therefore, it is plain that 1 have not 
•chosen or prescribed to myself ni> own way, but have Im n 
providentially let to U , [icrhaps 1 might say, with eijiial 
• propriety, compelled and scourged into it lor certainly, 

I Quid i have made niy choice, or were 1 permittid to inaki 
It even flow, those hours whu h I spend m [loetry I would 
spend with God But it is ivideiuly his will that I slioiilil 
spend them as I do, because every other w.iy of enqiloying 
them he himself continues to make impossible If, iri the 
course of such an occupation, or by ineMiablc eonsequeiicc 
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of it, either my former connexions are revived, or new ones 
occur, these things are as much a part of the dispensation 
js the leading points of it themselves , the effect, as much 
as the cause If his purposes in thus directing me are 
gracious, he will take care to prove them such in the issue , 
and, in the mcantitne, will preserve me (for he is ns ihle 
to do that in one condition of lift, as iii another) 
from all mistakes in conduct that might prove pernicious 
to mysr If, or give reasonable offence to others I cars say 
It as truly as it was ever siioken, — Here I am let hnn do 
with inc as seemeth him good 

Vt present, however,! have no connexions at which 
either >ou, 1 trust, or any who love me and wish me 
well, have occasion to conceive alanil Much kindness 
indeed I have cspcrienccd at the hanus of several, some 
111 them near relations, others not related to me at all , hut 
1 do nut know that there is among them a stngle person 
truiii whom I am likely to catch contamination I can 
say of them all, with more truth than Jacob uttered when 
he called kid veniauii, “'Ihu Lord th) God brought them 
unto me ’ I could show you among them tw'o men, wfiusc 
lives though they — but little of what wccall evangelical light 
arc ornaments to a Christian country , men who fear God 
more than some who even proless to love him Hut 
_ 1 will nut particulari/e farther on such a subject Be they 
what they may, our situations arc so distant and we 
ar& likel) tu meet so suldoin, that were they, as they arc nut 
‘persons even of e\cc.ptiunablu manners, their manners 
wuuld have little tu du with roc We correspund, at present, 
only on the subject of what p.i5scd at Troy three 
thousand years ago , and they are matters that, if they can 
do no good, will at least hurt nobody 

Your friendship for me, and that the proof that 1 sec of il> 
III your friendly concern for my welfare on this occasion, 
demanded that I should be explicit Assure yourself that 
I love and honour you as upon all accounts, so esjcccially 
f'lr the interest that you take, and have ever taken* in my 
welfare, most sincerely I wish you all happiness in your 
new abode, all possible success in your ministry and much 
fruit of your newly published labours , and am with Mrs. 
(jnwins love to yourself and Mrs Newton, 

Most affectionately yours, My dear friend, W C, 
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GIVES UP THE IHTEHTIOH oi MEETIHO HER AT 
NEWPORT PAGNEL-HOUSE AT WESTON-UNES 
IN THE TASK TAKEN FOR TOUNG‘S-HIS SPIRITS 
-FRIENDSHIP FOR ETERNITY. 

TO LVOV HKSKETH 

OIney, May 35. 1786 

I HWE at length, my cousin, found my ».iy into my summer 
abode I believe th.it I desrnbed it to )ou some time since, 
and will therefore now leave it undesenhed I will only 
bay that I am writing in a handhov, situated, at least in my 
account, delightfully, becauce it has a w iiulow iii one side 
that opens into that oiVliard, through whii h, as I am sitting 
here, I shall see you often pass, and whiih therefore I al- 
ready prefer to all the orchards in the world You do well 
to prepare me for all jiossiblc dclavs, because in this life all 
sorts of disappointments are jKissible, and I shall do well, 
if any siich delay of your journey should haiipen, to prac- 
tise th^t lesson of patience which you inciiliMte Itut it is 
a lesson which, even with you for my teacher, I shall be 
alow to learn Being sure however that you will not pro- 
crastinate without c.aiise, I will make myself as easy as I can 
about it, and hope the best To convince you how much 
I am under discipline and good advice, I will lay aside a 
favourite measure, influenced in doing so by nothing but 
the good sense of your contrary opinion I had set niy' 
heart on meeting you at Newjiort In niy haste to see you 
once again, I was willing to overlook m.any awkwardnesses 
I could not but foresee would attend it I put them aside 
so long as I only foresaw them myself, but since I find that 
you foresee them too, I can no longer deal so slightly with 
them It Is therefore determined that we meet at OIney. 
Much I shall feel, but I will not die if I can hel]> it, and I 
Iteg that you wi'l take all possible care to outlive it likewise, 
for I know what it is to be Imlked in the moment of acquisi- 
tion, and should be loath to know it again 
I.ast Monday, in the evening, we walked to \Yeston, ac- 
cording to our usual custom It happened, owing to a mis- 
tike of time, that we set out ha’f an hour sooner than usual 
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This mistake we discovered, while we were in the wilder- 
ness. So, finding that we had time licfore us, as they say, 
Mrs. Unwin proposed that we should go into the village, 
and take a view of the house that I had just mentioned to 
you. We did so, and found it such a one as in most res- 
pects would suit you well But Moses Brown, our vicar, 
who, as I told you, is m his eighty-sixth year, is not bound 
to die for that reason He said himself, when he was here 
last summer, that he should live ten years longer, and for 
aught tliat appears so he may , in which case, for 'the sake 
of Its near neighbourhood to us, the vicamge has charms 
for me, that no other place can risal But this, and a 
thousinid things more, shall be talked over when you come 

We base been industriously cultivating our anjuaintance 
with our Weston neighbours since I wrote last, and they on 
their part have been c<iually diligent in the same cause I 
have a notion, that we shall all suit well I see much in 
them both that I admire You know perhaps that they 
arc Catholics 

It IS a delightful bundle of praise, my ebusin, that you 
have sent me all jasmine and lavender Whoevtr the 
lady IS, she has evidently an admirable pen, and a cultivated 
mind If a person reads, it is no mattir in wh it laiigiuige , 
and if the mind bo infonned. It IS no m.uti.r w'leilicr that 
mind belongs to a ni.'in or a woman the t.istc and the 
judgment will roeeive the benefit alike in both T.ong bc- 
sTorc the Task was published, I made an cxjieriment one 
day, being in a frolu ksorae mood, upon my friend — we 
were walking in the g.irden, and conversing on a subject 
similar to these lines, — 

Thu few that pray at all, pray oft amiss, 

And sevkiiig graee to, impruvo the present good. 

Would urge a wiser amt than asking more. 

I repeated them, and said to him with an air of nonchalance^ 
*‘l)o you recollect those lines ? I have seen them some- 
where, whero arc they ^ ’ He put on a considcfing face, 
and after some deliberation replied, — “O, I wvll tell you 
where tliey must be , — in the Night Thoughts ” I was 
glad my trial turned out so well, and did not undeceive 
him. 1 mention this occuncnce only in confirmation of 
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the letter-writer's opinion , but at the same time I do assure 
you, on the faith of an honest man, that I never in my 
iife designed an imitation of Young, or of any other writer ; 
for mimicry is my abhorrence — at least in poetry 

Assure yourself, my dearest cousin, that both for your 
sake, since you make a point of it, and for my own, I mil 
be as philosophically careful as possible that these fine ner- 
ves of mine shall not lie be>ond measure agitated when 
you arrive In truth, there is mnch greater proliability 
that they will be benefited, and greatl> too Joy of heart, 
from whatever occasion it may anse, is the best of all ner- 
vous medicines and I should not wonder if such a turn 
given to my spirits should have o\cn a lasting effect, of the 
most advantageous kind, u|v>n them You must not 

imagine neither, that I am on the whole in any 
groat degree suliject to nervous life ctioiis i >i c.isionilly I 

am, and have been these manv )e its, much Inhlc to de- 
jection^ but .at intervals, and vmit tunes for , in inter\.al of 
weeks, no crcituro miiild sus|K<t it I'or 1 have not that 
which .commonly is a symptom ol siicli a ( isc belonging to 
me ,- T mf.an < vlrnnrrlm iry -If t.ilinn in ih.. pf 

tj1ii.h1i>vi 1 When I am in the Inst health, my tide of ,ani- • 
mal spnghtliness flows with gn it cjiiiluv, so tlut I am 
never, at any time, cxilted tn projiortion as I am sometiincs 
depressed My depression his a c iiise, and if that cause 
were to cease, I should Ih. as < liei rliil thenceforth, and 
perhaps for ever, as any m iii need be- Hut, as I have 
often said, Mrs Unwm shall be my expositor 

Adieu, my belovwl ccuisin ' (lod grant that our friend" 
ship which, while we could sec enh other, never siilfercd a 
moment’s interruption, and whi< b so long a se[>ar.uion has 
not in the le.ast ab iti d, may glow in us to our last hour, 
and be renewed in a better world, there to be i)crjx:tuated 

for ever ' 

For you must know tliat I should not love jou half so 
well, if I uid nut believe you would Ik: my friend to eternity 
There is not room enough for friendship to unfold itself 
in full bloom, in siirli a nook of life as this Therefore I 
am, and must, and will be. Yours for ever, W. C. 
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CCCVI. 

8PBINO PABSUra AWAY-HIB ulrOBKBHOP-EXFEO- 
TATZON OF BENEFIT FBOM HEB OOMINa. 

TO LADY HESKETH. 

OInajr, May 39, 1788. 

Thou dear, comfortable cousin, whose letters, among all 
that I receive, have this property peculiarly their own, that 
I expect them without trembling, and never find any thing 
in them that does not give me pleasure , for which there- 
fore 1 would take nothing in exchange that the world could 
give me, save and except that for which I must exchange 
them soon, (and happy shall I be to do so,) your own com- 
pany. That, indeed, is delayed a little too long ; to my 
impatience at least it seems so, who find the spring, back- 
ward as it IS, too forward, because many of its beauties will 
have faded before you will have an opportunity to see them 
\Vc took our customary walk yesterday in the wilderness at 
Weston, and saw, with regret, the laburnums, syringas, and 
guelder-roses, some of them blown, and, others ju'it upon 
the point of blowing, and could not help observing— all 
these will be gone before Lady ilesketh comes ' Still how- 
ever there will be roses, and jasmine, and honeysuckle, and 
shady w.'ilks, and cool alco\ es, and you will partake them 
with us. But 1 want you to have a share of every thing 
that IS delightful here, and c innot bear that the .advance of 
the season should steal away a single pleasure before you 
come to enjoy it 

Every day I think of you, and almost all the day long ; I 
will venture to say, that even \ou were never so expected in 
your life. I called last week at the Quaker’s to sec the 
furniture of jour bed, the fame of which had reached me 
It IS, I assure you, superb, of printed cotton, and the sub- 
ject classical Every morning you will open your e>es on 
Phaeton kneeling to Ajiollo^ and imploring his father to 
grant him the conduct of his chariot for a day May yogf 
sleep be as sound as your hed will be sumptuous,! and your 
nights at least will be well provided for 

1 shall send up the sixth and seventh books of the Iliad 
shortly, and shall address them to jou. You will forward 
them to the General. I long to show you my workshoj^ 
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and to see you sitting on the opposite side of my table JUEa 

nfyall hi* as rinaff pnrVpH aa tigfi w.iv fiaiirf.a m an nlH fa. 
ijhinned piot-iir#! frami* I am writing III It now It IS the 
place in which I fabricate all my verse in summer time I 
rose an hour sooner than usual this morning, that I might 
finish my sheet before breakfast, for 1 must write this day 
to the General. 

The grass under my vi mdows is all bespangled « ith dcw> 
drops, and the birds arc singing in the apple trees, among 
the blossoms Never poet had a more commodiuus oratory 
in which to invoke his Muse 

I have made your heart ache too often, iny poor dear 
cousin, with talking about my fits of dejertinn .Soiiietliing 
has happened that has led roc to the subjut, or 1 would 
have mentioned them more siiariiigly I >u not suppose, or 
suspect that I treat )ou with reserve . there is iioiliiiii; in 
which I am concerned that >oii shall not be made ai (|ii.iint> 
ed with Hut the tale is too long for a letter 1 will only 
add, for vour jircsent satisfaetion, that the cause is not 
exterior, that it is not within the reach of Inmian aid, and 
that yet I have a hope myself, and Mrs Uuiiwiii .i strong 
persuasion of its rciiiov.il I am indeed even now, and 
have been for a considerable tunc, sensible of a change 
for the better, and expect, with good reason, a coinforlablc 
lift from you Guess then, my beloved cousin, witli what 
wishes 1 look forward to the time of your arrival, from 
whose coming I promise myself not only pleasure bui 
pcai e of mind, — at least .an additional share of it At 
present it is an uncertain and transient guest with me , but 
the joy with winch I shall sec and loiiversc with you at 
Oliic), Ilia) perhaps make it an abiding one W C 

CCCLVII 

rOBMEB DA7S-DELAT OF HEB OOAOEMAKEB- 
* VISIT TO THE THBOOEUOBTON& 

ro LAUY IU.SKETH 

Olocy, June 4 and 5, 1786 

Ah ' my cousin, you bepn already to fear and quake. 
What a hero am I, compared with you 1 1 have no fears of 

CO 
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you-, on the contrary am as bold as a hon I wish that your 
carriage were even now at the door. You should soon 
see with how much courage I would face you. But what 
cause have you for fear? Am 1 not your cousin, with 
w'hom you have wandered in the fields d Freemantle, and 
at Bevis’s Mount ’ who used to read to you, laugh with you, 
till our sides have ached, at any thing, or nothing? And 
am 1 in these respects at all altered ? You will not find me 
so but just as ready to laugh, and to wander, as you ever 
knew me A cloud perhaps may come over me how and 
then, for a few hours, but from clouds I was never exempt- 
ed. And arc not you the identical cousin with whom I 
have performed all these feats ? The very Harriet whom 
I saw, for the first time, at Ue Grey’s in Norfolk Street ?(It 
was on a Sunday, when you came with my uncle and aunt 
to drink tea there, and I had dined there, and was just 
going liiick to \Vcstminstcr ) If these things arc so, and 1 
am sure that you cannot gainsay a syllabic of them all, then 
tins conscriucnce follows , and I do not promise myself 
mure pleasure from your company than 1* shall be sure to 
find Then you arc my cousin, in w'hom I always delighted 
and in whom I doubt not that I shall delight even to m> 
latest hour Hut this wicked coach-makcr has sunk my 
spirits What a miserable thing it is to depcnd,in any degree, 
for the accomplishment of a wish, and that wish so fervent, 
on the punctuality of a creature who I suppose was never 
punctual in his life ' Do tell him, my dear, in order to 
(|iiK ken him, that if he performs his promise, he shall make 
my coach when [ want one, and that if he performs it nut, 
I will most assuredly employ some other man 

The Thnx'kmortons sent a note to invite us to dinner 
wo went, and a very agreeable d.iy we had. They made no 
luss with us, which 1 was heartily glad to sec, for where, 1 
give trouble I am sure that I cannot be welcome Theni- 
selv cs, and their chaplain, and we, were all the par^' 
After dinnc’ we had much cheerful and pleasant , talk, the 
particulars of which might not perhaps be so entertaining 
upon paper, therefore all but one I will omit, and that I 
will mention only because it will of itself be sufficient to 
give you an insight into their opinion on a very important 
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subject — their own religion I happened to say that in 
all professions and trades mankind aflected an air of mystery. 
Physicians, I observed, in particular, were objects of that 
remark, who persist in prescribing in loitin, many times 
no doubt to the hazard of a patient’s life, through the igno- 
rance of an apothecary Kir Throckmorton assented to 
what I said, and turning to his chaplain, to my mfinito 
surprise observed to him, “ That is just as absurd as our 
praying in Latin ” I < uuld base hugged him for his 
liberality,' and freedom from bigotry, but thought it rather 
more decent to let tlic matter pass without any \'si- 
ble notice I therefore heard it with pleasure, and 
kept my pleasure, to mjsclf 'rhe two ladies in the 
mean time were tdte.itete in the dnawing room The r 
conversation turned principally (as I afterw.irds K irn- 
ed from Mrs Unwin) on a most delightful topic, vi/ 
myself. In the first* place, Mis ThroLkmorton ailiniri.il niv 
book, from which she ijiiotod bv heart more than 1 louUI 
repeat, ‘though l^so lately wrote it 

In short, my dear, I cannot proceed to relate what she 
said of the book, and the book’s author, for that aboiniiui- 
ble modesty that I cannot eicn yet get nd of lit it 
suffice to say that you, who arc disposed to love evi-ry body 
who speaks kindly of >our cousin, will certainly love Mrs 
Throckmorton, when you sh.ill be told what she said of 
him , and that you w/// lie told IS cijiMlIy certain, Im.( uise 
It depends on Mrs Unwin, who will till you many a gnnil 
long story for me, th it I am not able to tell for my self T 
am however not .It all inarreartoour neighbours in the mat- 
ter of admiration and esteem, but the more 1 know thiin, 
the more I like them, and have nearly an afTn lion for tin in 
both. I am delighted that the bisk has so large a share of 
the approbation of your sensible Suffolk fru nd 

I received yesterday from the General another letter of 
T S An unknown auxiliary having started up in my 
behalf, I lyelieve I shall leave the business of answering to 
him, having no leisure myself for controversy. He lies 
very open to a very effectual reply 
. My dearest cousin, adieu 1 1 hope to write to you but 
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once more before we meet But oh ' this coachmaker, and 
oh I this holiday week I 

Yours, with impatient desire to see you, W. C. 


CCCLVIII. 

TEUBLOWV ILLNESS-BENEWEB INTEBOOUBSE 
WITH OOLMAH-THE HONBENSE OLUB. 

TO JOSKPH HILL, KS(j. 

MV DKAH PKiKVD, Oloey, Juiio 0, 17S8. 

The little time that I can devote to any other purpose than 
that of [lootry is as you may suppose stolen Homer is 
urgent Much is done, but much remains undone, and 
no srhool-boy is more attentive to the performance 
of his daily task than I am You will therefore excuse me 
if at present I am both unfrequent and short 
live paiKT tells me that the Chancellor has relapsed, and 
I am truly sorry to hear it The first attack was danger* 
ous, but a second must be more formidal>l6 still It is not 
probable that I should ever hear from him again ‘if he 
survive , yet of the much that I should have felt for him, 
had our connexion never been interrupted, I still feel much. 
Every body w ill feel the loss of a man whose abilities have 
made him of such general importance. 

1 correspond .again with Colman, and upon the most 
friendly footing, and find in his instance, and in some 
others, that an intimate intercourse, which has been only 
casually suspended, not forfeited on either side by outrage, 
IS callable not only of revival, but improvement 

I had a letter some time since from your sister Fanny, 
that gave me great pleasure Such notices from old friends 
arc aln.iys pleas.mt, and of such pleasures I ha\e received 
many l.itely They refresh the remembrance of early days, 
and make me young again The noble institution of the 
Nonsense Club will be forgotten, when we are gone whb 
composed it , hut I ofien think of your most hgroic line, 
written at one of our meetings, and especially think of it 
when I am translating Homer,— 

“ To whom repliod the Devil yard-long tailed '* * 
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There never vns any thing more truly Grcrian than that 
triple epithet, and were it pn«sil)lc to introduce it into 
cither Iliad or Odyssey, I should certainly steal it I am 
now flushed nith expectation of l^dy lleskeih, uho spends 
the summer n ith us We hope to sec her next week U e 
have found adininble lodgings both for her and her suite, 
and a Quaker in this town, still more admirable than they, 
who, as if he loved her as much as 1 do, furnibhes them for 
her with real elegance W C 


CCCMX 

DELAY AND IMPATIENCE -AARANOEMENTS 
FOR HER ARRIVAL 

TO I \ItY III SKI III 

niinn 1*2 1 7*^(1 

I VM neither young nor supcrmmnted. \et am iihilil 
When J had read your Icttct I grmiihl(.(l not it you, niy 
dcircst cousin, fAr you arc III no fault, hut at the vilioli. 
gem ration of toaeh makers as you may suppose, and ai 
yours in partieiihr 1 foresaw and foreknew that he would 
fail in Ills proinisu, and yet was disiippointed , was, m iriitii, 
no more prepared for what I esperted with so iniM h n.ison, 
than if 1 had not at all cxpcLUd it 1 giumliii.d till wi 
went to dinner, and at intt.rvals nil wl hid dined, .mil 
when dinner was over, with scry little em oiimgeiiKiil, It 
could artually hive cried And it I h.id, I should m ’ruth 
have thought them Uars as wcllhestowid.ismostili.it I 
hive shell for many years At first I niinihcicd inonilis 
then weeks, till 11 d ivs, .and was jiist hegmnmg to niiuiiii r 
hours, and now I am thrown liaik to d.ivs .igam My Inst 
speech was, after folding up your letter, (for I will hoiKstly 
tefl vnu all,) 1 am rn/e>i nith Mond.iys, lui.sd.us, iiul 
Wl dnesdavs and St Allian’s, and roiiend*ge, anil 1 1 alley 
When Is she to set out ? — When is she to he hen I Do ted 
me, for, perhaps, you understand it loiter than I hy 
savs Mrs Unwin, (with much more rompusure m her .iir 
than properly belonged to her, for she also h.id her feelmgs 
OH the occasion,) she sets out to-morrow sc'iimglit, an'l will 
be here on the Wednesday after And who k lows that > 
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replied I ; will the coach-maker be at all more punctual in 
repairing the old carnage, liian in making the new one ? 
For my part, I have no hope of seeing her this month , and 
if It be possible, I will not think of it, lest I should be again 
disappointed And to say the truth, my dear, though 
hours have passed since thus I said, and I have had 
time for cooler consideration, the suspicion still sticks 
close to me, that more delays may happen A phifo- 
sophcr would prepare himself for such an event, but 
I am no philosopher, at least when the comfort of seeing 
you IS in question I believe in my heart that there have 
bLLii just as many true philosophers upon earth, as there 
have iiLcn men that have had little or no feeling, and not 
one more. Swift truly says — 

Indifference oled in reeeon’e quiee, 

■ All went of forntude supplies. 

W lien I wake in the night, I feel my spirits the lighter he 
catiie you arc coming J .sm nat m TrVy~i -jn, 

^■iihcr nccuoieJ in the recollection of a thousand passages 
of mv nast life, in which you were a lartakcr with m e. or 
t nnversing ahniir ymi with Mrs. T/nwin 'I’hiie »>~y days 
and nights have been spent princiinlly ever since you de- 
termined upon this journey, and cspci lally, and almost 
without interruption from an> other subject, simc the time 
ol your journey has seemed near at hand While I dcs 
• p.iired, as 1 did for many years, that I should ever see you 
more, I thought of you, indeed, and often, but with Ics-. 
solicitude 1 used to say to myself , I’roi identc has so 
ordered it, and it is m> duty to submit He has cast me 
at a distance from her, and from all whom I once knew 
He did It, and not I , it is He who has chos.-n my situation 
for me H ivc 1 not reason to be thankful that, since he 
designed me to pass a part of my life, and no me jnsi ier ible 
one neither, m a state of the deepest mel.incholy, he ap- 
pointed m>: a friend m Mrs Unwin, who shoujd share Ml 
my sorrows with me, and watch over me m my heljilc" 
condition, night and day ? What, and where had I hccii 
without her ? Such considerations were suflficiciit to recon 
cile me at that time to perpetual separation even from yw ■. 
because perpetual I supposed it must be, and without re 
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medy. But now every hour of your absence seems long, 
for this very natural reason, because the same Providence 
has given me a hope that you will be present with me soon. 
A good that seems at an immeasurable distance, and that 
we cannot hope to reach, has therefore the less influence 
on our afiections But the same good brought nearer, made 
to appear practicable, promised to our hopes, and alinobt 
hi possession, engages all our faculties and desires. All 
this IS {Recording to the natural and necessary course of 
things in the human heart , and the philosophy that would 
interfere with it, is folly at least, if not fren/y. A throne 
has at present but little sensililc attraction tor me And 
why ? Perhaps only because I know that should I break 
my heart with wished for a throne, I should never reach 
one But did I knoa assuredly that I should put on a cniun 
to-morro«, (xithaps 1 too should feel ainhitioii, and account 
the intcr|)osing night tedious 1 he sum of tlie u hole matter 
my dear, is this that this villanous i oith maker has morti- 
fied me inonstrpiish .in I tint I tninble lest In. should do 
so acgiii I roin yo'i 1 luve no fears 1 sec in your letter, 
and all the nay through it, what pains )r>ii taki to assure 
me and give me comfort T .iin and will be i oinforted lor 
that very roison tnd will w.ut still uther ten d i\s with .ill 
the p itieiK L tint 1 c.in muster You, 1 know, w ill be [iiinetual 
if you can, and that at least is mailer of real i oiisolation 
I approve .altogether, my euusin beloved, ol yo'ir sending 
your goods to the w.aggon on Satiirilay, and cookce by the 
co.i( h on Tuesday She will be here periiaps by four m 
the afternoon, at the latest by five, and will have quite time 
enough to find nut all the cupboards ,iml shelves in IieT 
department before you ar'ivc But I declare and protest 
that cookce shall sleep that night at our house, .itid get 
her breakfast hero next morning You. will break lur 
heart, c'lild, if you send her into a strange house where she 
avill lind noth ng th.at has life but the eur.ile, who has nut 
much neither Servant he keeps none A woman <n.ikes 
his bed, Jiid after .i fashion as they s.iy, dresses liis diiiiier, 
and then lc.avus him to his Ineubralions I do therefore 
insist on It, and so does Mrs, Unwin, that cookie shall lx; 
bur guest for that time , and from this we will not deinrt 
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I tell thee besides, that I shall be more glad to see her, than 
ever I was in ray life to see one whom 1 never saw before; 
Guess why, if you can. 

You must number )our miles fifty-six instead of fifty-four. 
The fifty-sixth mile ends but a few yards beyond the vica- 
rage. Soon after you shallihave entered Olney, you will 
find an opening on your right hand. It is a lane that leads 
to your dwelling. There your coach may stop and set 
down Mrs Eaton , when she has walked about forty yards 
she will spy a green gate and rails on her left hand , and 
when she h.ts opened the gate and reached the house- door, 
she will find herself at home But we have another 
manceuvre to pUy off upon you, and in which we 
positively will not be opposed, or if we are, it shall 
be to no purpose I have an honest fellow that 
works in my g.irden, his name is Kitcliener, and we 0 . 1 !! 
him Kitch fur brevity He is sober, and as trusty as the 
day He has a sm.irt blue coat, tluat when 1 had worn it 
some years, I g.ivc him, and he has noiy worn it some 
years himself. 1 shall sot him on horseback, and , order 
him to tlie Swan .It Newport, there to wait >our ariisal, 
and if you should not stop at that pl.acc, as peril ips you 
may not, iinmi duatcly to throw himself into your suite, 
and to olficiatc as your guide. J'or though tlie way from 
Now|iort hither is short, there are tunimi's that might 
pUii/ie your co.achmin , and he will be of use too, in 
rondiieting you to our house, which othirwiscyou might 
nut easily tind, pardy through the sliipidiiy of those of 
whom you might nupiire, and partly from its out-ol-the 
way situation My brother drove up and down OIncy in 
quest of us, almost as often .is you up and down Chanteiy 
Line in quest of the M.adans, with filly boys and girls at 
Ills tail, before he could find us The first man, therefore, 
you shall see in a bine coit with white buttons, in the 
famous town of Newport, cry Kitch ' He will iinmediator 
ly answer, My Lady ' and from that moment you are sure 
not to be lost ' 

Your house shall be as clean as scrubbing and dry-rub- 
bing cm mike it, and in all respects fit to receive you 
My friend the Quaker, in all that 1 have seen of his doing^ 
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has acquitted himself much to my sitisfiction Some 
little things, he says, will perhaps he missing at first, in 
such a multiplicity, hut they shall he produred as soon as 
called fur Airs U has bought >oii siv ducks, and is fat- 
ting them for you She has also ruininnged up a mop 
that will hold six chickens, and designs to people it for you 
by the first opportunity , for these tilings arc not to be got 
fit for the table at OIncy Thus, my de ir, .ire .ill things in 
the best tram possible, and nothing n mams but that )ou 
come and show yourself Oh, that inoiiuiit ' Shall we 
not both enjoy it ’ — That we shall 

I have received an anonymous i oiiipliment.ary Pindaric 
Ode from a little poet It ho < alls liimsdf a sdiool-boy. I 
send you the first staiiAi by way of siici imen You shall 
see It all soon 

TO \V.M, COWPKU, OP TIIK I^NKR TKMl'l.K, K'tQ. 

os ms l-OKVs IN nil SICllM) S-OM UK 
In whit hii;li sii 1,1111, ni| uilt thim 

Attiinnit gre It ( '<>« m f'm w nrth to show * ^ 

Piiiii irit, MCI HIM EMk^ tiinu Ihu l> ru, S’wi^ 

Aiiil 'twou il miuire 
A Pliidiir’s lira 

To sing grout |H>r m iio tli, 

Tlin I >fty Ihiril, cicliglitfiil u tgo, 

Kver the woiKlrr of tlio iigo, 

And hlttnng U> ihf tartk 

Adieu, my precious cousin, your lofti banl and ddight-' 
ful sage expects you with all [lossiblc .ifTi rtioii 

Evtr yours, \\ M CDWPJiR 

I am truly sorry for your |K»or friend burrows ' 

Our dinner hour is four odock Wl will not surfeit you 
with delicacies , of that be .issiirnl I knoiv your palate, 
and am glad to know' that it is easily pleased Were it 
other than it is, it would sUand but .a poor rh.iiu c to be 
gr.itificd at Oliicy ( undertake for lettuce and cucumber, 
and Mrs U fur all the rest If she feeds you too well, 
you must (\umble her. 
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ANNOUNonra theib intended removal 

TO WESTON. 

TO JOSLPM HILL, E<SQ 

OIney, June 10, 1786. 

My dear cousin’s arrival has, as it could not fail to do, made 
us happier than we ever were at OIney Her great kind- 
ness in giving us her company is a cordial that I shall feel 
the effect of, not only while she is here, hut while I live 
OIney will not be much longer the place of our habita- 
tion At a village two miles distant wc have hired a house 
of Mr Throckmorton, a much better than we occupy at pre- 
sent, and yet not more expensive It' is situated very near 
to our most agreeable l.indlord, and his agreeable pleasure 
grounds In him, and in his wife, we shall find such com- 
panions as will always make the time pass pleasantly while 
they are in the country, and his grounds will afford us 
good air, mid good walking room in the wictcr , two advan- 
tages wiii^<we have not efijoycd at OIney, where I have 
no neighbour with whom I can converse, and where, seven 
months in the year, I have licen imprisoned by dirty and 
impassable ways, till both my health and Mrs Unwin’s 
have suffered materially 

Homer is ever importunate, and will not suffer me to 
^pend half the time with my distant friends that 1 would 
gladly give them W C 


CCCl-XI 

LADT HESKETH'S ARRIVAL -ADVANTAGE OF 
THE INTENDED REMOVAL. 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN 
MY DKAB WILLIAM, OIney, July 3, 1786 

Aiter p long silence I begin again. A dav giyen to n fv 
l^en^dsj,jLg a d.ay takeaJrom Homer, but to.- such an int er- 
r^fion now and then occumng, 1 have «« nbiection Lady 
Aesketh IS, as you observe, arnved, and hasTien with 
us near a fortnight. She pleases every body, and is pleased 
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in her turn with every thing she finds at Olney , is always 
cheerful and sweet-tempered, and knows no pleasure equal 
to that of communicating pleasure to us, and to all around 
her. This disposition in her is the more comfortable, be- 
cause It IS nut the humour of the day, a sudden flash of 
benevolence and good spints, occasioned merely by a 
change of scene , but it is her natural turn, and has go- 
vern^ all her conduct ever since I knew her first We are 
consequently happy m her society, and shall be happier 
still to hhve you to partake with us m our joy. I can now 
assure you that her complexion is nut at all indebted to art, 
having seen a hundred tunes the most Lonvincing prnot of 
Its authenticity, lier colour fading, and glowing again alter- 
nately as the neathir, or her own temperature h.is liappen- 
ed to affect It, while '•he Ins lieen sitting before me lam 
fond of the sound of the liclK but was luver more pleased 
with those of Olney than when they rang her into hir new 
habitation It is a compliment tliat out performers upon 
those ttistrumeiiti have never iKiid to any other personage 
(Lord Diriinouth ev qiud) siiiie we knew the town In 
short, khe is, as she evir wis, my pridi and my )oy, and I 
am delighted with every thing that means to do lur honour. 
Her first appc.araiicc was too mu< h for me ,my spirits, ins- 
tead of being greatly raised, as I had inadvertently sup- 
posed they would be, broke down with me iiiiiKr the 
pressure of too muc h jov, and left me (1 it, or ratla r inelan- 
eholy throughout the day, to a degree that was mortifying* 
to myself, and alarming to her Uut 1 have made amends 
for this fiiilure since, and in point of elieerfulni ss have far 
exceeded her expectations, for she knew that sable luitl been 
my suit for iny years 

And now I shall communicate intelligence that will give 
yqu pleasure. When you first contemplated the front of 
our abode, you were shoe ked In your eyes it had the ap- 
pearance of a prison, and you sighed at the thought that 
vour mother dwelt in it Your view of it was not only just, 
but prophetic It had not only the aspect of a place built 
for the purpose of incarceration, but has actually served 
that purpose through a long, long period, and we have 
been the pnsoners But a gaoI-delivery is at hand The 
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bolts and bars are to be loosed, and we shall escape. A 
very different mansion, both in point of appearance and 
accommodation, expects us, and the expense of living in it 
not greater than we are subjected to in this. It is situated 
at Weston, one of the prcttiebt villages in England, and be- 
longs to Mr Throckmorton. We dl three dine with him 
to-day by invitation, and shall survey it in the afternoon, 
point out the necessary repairs, and finally adjust the treaty 
I have my cousin’s promise that she will never let another 
yccir pass without a visit to us , and the house is large 
enough to contain us, and our suite, and her also, with as 
many of hers as she sh.ill choose to bring. The change 
will I hope prove advantageous both to your mother and 
me in all respects. Here we have no ‘neighbourhood, there 
we shall have most agreeable neighbours in the Throck- 
mortons Here wc have a bad air in winter, impregnated 
with the fishy smelling fumes of the marsh miasma , there 
we shall lirc.ttlie in an atmosphere untainted Here 
we are confined from September to March, and some- 
times longer, there we shall be upon* the very verge 
of pleasure-grounds m which wc can alwajs rkmble, 
and shall nut w.ade through almost mip.issable dirt to get at 
them both your mothers constitution and mine have 
suffered materially by such close and long confinement, and 
it IS high tune, unless we intend to retreat into the g^ave, 
that wc should seek out ii more w holesomc residence A 
^iretty deal of new furniiurewiU be wanted, especially chairs 
and licds, all which my kind cousin will provide, and fit up 
a parlour and a chamlicr for hi rself into the bargain So 
far IS well, the rest is left to Heaven 

I have hardly left iii> tcif room for an answer to your 
queries concerning my fnend John, and his studies. Wh.at 
the supplement of Hirtius is made of, 1 know not We ^id 
not read it at Westminster I should imagine it might be 
dispensed with I should recommend the civil war of 
Caiiar, because he wrote it, who ranks I believe as the best 
wnter, as well as soldier, of his day There are books (I 
know not what they are,, but you do, and can easily find 
them) that will inform him clearly of both the avil and 
military management of the Romans, the several officers,*! 
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niciin, in both departments , and what was the peculiar pro- 
vince of each The study of some suih book would I 
should think proven good introduction to that of I, ivy, 
unless you have a Livy with notes to that effect A want 
of intelligence in those (mints has heretofore inadc the 
Roman history very dark and dithi ult to nio , therefow 
I thus advise. 

• Our love is with all your loiclies, both great and small 

Vours ever, U 


ccri.Kii 

FUSELI -HOUEE -DENNIS 

TO IKP KIV WtllMt lUi.Ol 

Dili!'} . jiily 4, I “SO 

I Ri'jotri', my dcir fritiid, tint >oii hive .it List rcieiveil 
my pro()osils, ami most tordiillv tlnnk )ou for all jour 
lal)ours.iii my servicu I hiv(> liiciuK in the world who, 
knowing tint I tin ,iiit to be < inh -.s when left to nijself, 
.ire dcterminud to w,il< li ovei inu witli a jealous tje upon 
this occ.ision Tilt u)iise<|iieni c will be, tbit the work 
will be better cm‘< uted, but more t irdj in the prodiictiun 
I'o them Iuw<.it, tint niv trind iiion, is list is it (iroeecds, 
(Usscs under .i rwisil of the most n i urate diseoriier of all 
blemishes I know not wlietlur I told joii before, or now 
tell jou for the first tune tint 1 im in the bands of a viry, 
t'\tr.ujrdiiiary person He is intiin.ite with my bookseller, 
and vuluiitarilj offi red his servu o 1 w.is at first doubtful, 
whether to .k 'opt it or not, hut finding tli.it my friends 
aho\cs.iul were not to he s,itisfied on any other terms, 
though injself a perfect stiinger to the min and Ins quali- 
hcatiuiis, cxcejit as he was reeominendi d liy Johnson, I at 
Icitgth consented, and have sun c found great reason to re- 
joice that 1 did I called him an estraordin.irj [v.rsun, and 
bilch he IS , for he is net onlj versed m Homer, and accu- 
mte in his'kiiowledgc of the fireck to a degree that entitles 
him to thiit aijpcll.itiijn, but, though a foreigner, is a per- 
fect master of our langiuigc, and h.is c\r)uisit(‘ taste in Eng- 
lish poetry. By his assisMncc I have improved many 
passives, supplied many oversights, and corrected many 
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mistakes, such as iniII of course escape the most diligent 
and attentise labourer in such a work I ought to add, 
because it affords tbe bust assurance of his zeal and fidelity, 
that he does not toil for hire, nor will accept of any pre- 
mium, but has entered on this business merely for his 
amusement In the last instance my sheets will pass 
through the hands of our old schoolfellow Colman, who 
has engaged to correct the press, and make any little alter 
ations that he may see expedient With all this precaution, 
little as I intended it once, 1 am now well satisfica Expe- 
rience has convinced inc that other ejes than my own arc 
nei I ssary, in order that so long and arduous a task may be 
fiiiished as it ought, and may neither discredit me, nor 
mortily and disappoint my friends Vuu, who I know' in 
tcrest yoiirsclt much and deeply in my success, will I 
dare say be satisfied with it too Pope had many aids, and 
he who follows Pope ought not to walk alone 
'I'lunigh I annouiue myself by niy sery undertaking to 
bo one oi Homer's most enraptured admirers, I am not a 
blind one Perhaps the speech of .Vrl'nllcs given m iiu 
spk ciiiicn lb, .as you hint, rather too much in the niuKali/itig 
str.im, to suit so young a man, and of so much fire llui 
wlicther It be or not, in the course of the c lose application 
that 1 am forc’c 1 to give to my author, 1 discover in.idver 
time les not a few , some jicrhaps th,it have escaped even 
the I oinuientator-. ihcitischcs . or jicrhaps, in the enthusiasm 
III the ir idol itry, tiicy resolved that they should p,ass for 
beauties Hciuict however, s.iy what they will, was man, 
and in ,ill the works ot nun, cs]jccially m a work of such 
length and v.ariily many thin!>s will of necessity occur, that 
might have heen lietter Pope and .\ddison had a Dennis , 
and Dennis, if I mistake nut, held up as he h.as been to 
si'orn and di testation, w is a sensible fellow, and ijasjcd 
some censures upon both those writers that, had they been 
less just, would have hurt them less Homer bad his 
7i)ilus , and perhaps if wc knew all that Zoilus said, we 
should be forced to acknowledge that sometimes at least he 
had reason on his side But it is dangerous to find any 
fault at all with what the world is determined to esteem 
faultless. 
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I rejoice, my dear friend, that you enjoy some composure, 
.'ind cheerfulness of spirits may Clod preserve and increase 
to you so great a blessing < 

I am affectionately and truly yours, W C 


CCCl.XIII 

THE PUPIL-DILiaENOE IE OORREOTIEO HIS 
TBJINSLATION THE THBOOKMOBTONS' 
BLINDNESS. 

TO THE RTV WII I 1 VU UNWIN 
MV OFAR nuFKD, Aiiiiiiat 24, 17K6 

I CATCH a minute by' the tail and hnld it fast.while 1 uriie 
to you The momem it k fled 1 must go to hn.ikfist 
The post that brought me your spi I iihtions on the suli- 
ject of your future (uipil, convoyed to you I suppose 1 idy 
Hcsltcth’s letter on the s.uno sul>)oci, uhuli h.ns no 
doubt given you ^itisfietion I saw Mr Hornby's letti r, 
than w^ich nothing ( oiild be more hindsoinc Ills sole 
remark on the matter of stipend is this, lli.il iii pl.u iiig 
the young gentleman uiidcr the infliiem e of such i xi illi nt 
tuition, he confers on him a greiter idv ini.ige lliiii he 
could secure to him by any oilier means You see, there 
fore, that he is a wise man, knows how to value the oppor 
tiinity, and that erudition, &e are* better than house and 
land , for that 

VVIi4>n hoiiiM* nn<l Innil srp "Diie and Bpciit, 

Thvii IcArniiii; is inuxt exiollpiit 

I wish you .all possible siKce’ss with him, nnd tint the 
.Muses nine, with Apollo .at their head, may brighti n his 
mtellei ts, and make him 't ulily susceptible of all that 
)oTi bh.all endeavour to infuse 

I am still occupied in n fining inrl polishing, and shall 
tins morning give the finishing hind to the sisentb hook 
f'liseli doc's me the honour to sa\ that the most ilifllr iilt, ind 
! lost interesting parts of the jiucm, an* admirably rendered 
But because be did not express himself Cfiiially pleased 
wjth the more pedestrian parts of it, my labour therefore 
has been principally given to the dignification of them , not 
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but that I have retouched considerably, and made better 
itill the best. In short I hope to make it all of a piece, 
and shall exert myself to the utmost to secure that desira- 
ble point A storyteller, so very circumstantial as Homer, 
must of necessity present us often siith much matter in 
Itself capable of no other cmliclhshmcnt than purity of 
diction and harmony of scrsification can give to it IJtc 
labor, hoc opus esf For our language, unless it be veiy 
severely chastised, has nut the terseness, nor our measure 
the music of the Greek But I shall not fail through want 
of industry 

Wc are likely to be very hnpjiy in our ronnevion mth 
till Thrm kinortuiis Ills rescnc and mine wear off, and 
he talks with great pleasure of the cxmifort that he pro- 
poses to himself from our viintcr-evLning conversations His 
purpose seems to lie, tint «c should spend them alternate- 
ly with each other Ijidy Ilesketh transcribes for me at 
present When she is gone, Mrs Throckmorton takes up 
that business, and will be iiiy lady of the ink-bottle for the 
rest of the winter She sulKited herself thht ofliee. 

I will subjoin the measure of my hat Let the neW one 
be furnished d la mode 

Heheve me, My dear Willnm, truly yours, W' C 

Mr Throikmorton will, I doubt not, procure Ixird 
Fetre's name, if he can, without any hint liom me He 
could not interest himself more in my siieiess than he 
Seems to do Could he get the I’ojie to subsi ribe, I should 
have him, and should be glad of him and the whole 
conclave 

The outside nri'iimferenec of the hat crown is two feet 
one inch and an eighth 


CCCIJCIV 

PLEASANT BEOOLLEOnONS OF HIS SCHOOL-BOIC 
DAYS AT WEBTUINSTEB 

TO THE REV WILLIAM UNWIH. 

MT DFAR FWiaND, 

You arc my mahogany box, with a slip in' the bd of it, to 
which I commit my productions of the lyric kind, in perfect 
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confidence that they are safe and will go no farther AH 
who are attached to the jingling art have thib peculiarity, 
that they would find no pleasure in the csctlisc, had they 
not one friend at least to uhom they might publish what 
they have composed If you approve iu> I^tm, and your 
wife and sister my Knglish, this, together with the approba- 
tion of your mother, is fame enough for me 
. He who cannot look forward w ith comfort, must find 
what comfort he can in looking bai kward Upon tins 
principle, I the other day sent my iinaginntiun upon a 
trip thirty years behind me She was \er> obedient, and 
very swift of foot, presently iwrlormed her joiirne), and at 
last set me down iii the sivth form at Uestininster L 
fancied myself once more a si hoolboj, a period of hie in 
winch, if I had never tasted true happiness, 1 was at least 
equally unai'ipi imted with Its lontrarj No maiuifactiirer 
of waking dreams ever siiiieided better in his (iii[iloyiiieiit 
than 1 do I ran weave siiih t pine of tajK'stry m a few 
minutes, as not onlv has all the 1 liirms ol reality, but is 
embellished alsif with a \ iiiety of beauties wliii h, ihoiii'h 
they hever cvisted, are more i i|>ti\ating than any that 
ever did aeeordingly I was a sihoolboy in high favour 
with inv master, re< oivoil a silver gneai for my even ise, and 
had the pleasure ol sicmg it sent from lorm to form, for the 
adnnralion of all who were able to undirstaiid it l>u you 
wish to s'c tins highly applauded perforuiaiiee ^ It follows 
on the other side • 

[Torn offl 


CCCLW 

UELANOHOLT IN HIS MIBTH-THELYPHTHOBA-- 
UNWIN'S CHABITT-LINES TO A LADT ON HER 
• BIRTHDAY 

■ ro THE RfV W'llIIAM UNWIN 
HY DEAR WILLIAM, 

You are sometimes indebted to bad weather, but iinnr 
frequently to a dejected state of mind, for my ininetiiahty 
as a correspondent Tins was the case vflicn I eoinjioscd 
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that tragi-comical ditty for which you thank me ‘ my spirits 
were exceedingly low, and having no fool or jester at han^ 
I resolved to be my own The end was answered , I 
laughed myself, and I made you laugh Sometimes I 
pour out my ihou^bts in a mournful strain , but these 
sable effusKiiis your inotbur will not suffer me to send you, 
being resolsi d that nobody shall share with me the burthen 
of my mel.iiK'holy but herself In general you may sup- 
pose that 1 am reniarlcahly sad when I seem remarkably 
merry The effort ac make to get rid of a load is usually 
violent III jiroportion to the weight of it I ha\e seen at 
Sadler’s \\ lIIs a tight little fellow dancing with a fat man 
upon his shoulders , to those w’ho looked at him, he seem- 
ed insensible of the cneumbranee , but if a physieian had 
felt his pulse*, when the fe'.it was over, I suppose he would 
have foiiiul the cffei t of it there Perliaps you reinemlier the 
Uude'rtikors (1 line in the Rehearsal, whuh they perform 
in er.tpc hat binds and hlu'kclo>iks, to the tune of “Hob 
or Nob,” one of the S[iiiglitlicst airs in the world Such 
IS inv liddling, and su< h IS my d UK ing , btit they serve a 
]nir|)ose‘ wliK li at some iCTtiiii times could not ' be so 
tfre<luall\ |)ioiiiot< d I)} any tiling else 

[ am infornie'd that I'lu l\|)hthori is at last encountered 
by a wrileT ol ahilitu s eipial to the la-k An answer to 
that base-horn hook wa-ta grind desideratum in the world 
of hieratiire 1 call it so bn iiise it is the spurious issue 
■ of S( nptiio violiudin iiiisintt ipiet ition '1 he mother is 
ashamed ol the brat, and disowns it in every page , hut the 
father, (a luliir is soiiutiiiKs proud of his bastard,) dandle's 
It uiio" I"*' knee, and li»>lds it up to the adnmaiion of all 
hfholders '1 Ins i hainpioii lor the rights and honours ol 
single marriage t nine's forth in the Monthly Review: I 
have not yet sien the first speeiincn of his performance, 
whii'h belongs to Oetolier, but hive ordered it down from 
London 'I he rharai ter I have received of it has plea-id 
me much, and it I find it answer upon the perusal, I shill 
connect the det irhcd parts of It, (for it is to he a work i>i 
some contiiiiiani e,) and bind them up together It is high 
time this f.iisc light should be estinguished it has alanni.d 
many families, mibled m,any rc.adcrs, and confirincd not •a 
few in practice^ which tlieir own conscienccb condemned. 
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till that Sirti) song deceived them — Vnu will think perhaps 
I talk big for one that has nc\cr reail it hut I am ac- 
quainted with the principal hinges on n hii h the hole de- 
pends, and am persuaded tliat one flash of iriith iicuild melt 
them Mr Rilaiid of Binningltam sent into this country a 
String of tnenty-seven printed queries, un.iiiswiT.ihle ho 
thinks, unless in such a way as must iiiiAvuidihly indiiic a 
necessity of adopting Mr. M id in’s plan Hut heing per- 
suaded that even I was a raau h for siu h an enemy, 1 
ventured upon the furmtdihle task, ami gne them twenty- 
spven answers. Indeed .a child might h i\e done the same, 
and I wonder less at the author's prcdilei tioii in favour of 
his own conceptions, (which is a pirtialiiv natural enough,) 
than that he has found, and aiming ministers too, tiiider- 
standing so scfiiitily cnlightcncil or so easily pisurtcd 
I mourn with you over the tender coiisi u m l oI your col 
lector, whose peace of mind is so imoiisisii nt with your 
interest, tiuit he cannot think he dots Ins iluly unless lie 
wrongs you You lliiiik llic nnn's iiu iniiig is gooil > you 
have a world o^thuiiy , whit is it to him from whos» purse 
the 1 1\ Is taken 7 It is his husintss lo gitlicr it , when 
that IS done, lu has disihargid his ollit i \ou arc not 
quite so much iik( I'nKt ifl, as he is like Mr l>omhl>don, 
of whom halst.nfl would h ivc lionowcd nioiuy, .iiid when 
he rcliiscd to lend him aiiv, the kiiul'i tilled him a ras- 
cally worsted slot king, ye'.i, forsoolh, kiian .\ leiuler 
const II ncc IS alw lys t ntith •! lo ns|iiii, hut a si 01111110114 
one deserves siis|)ii ion 'I’he iiiiii 111 ly he viry hum si fur 
aught I know hut I am sure you an so , .mil hi ought 
to know that 1 m in of your priiieiples would not ciule.s- 
vour to force him upon a eonduct incompalihle with Ins 
oath 

, I have endeavoured to comply with your ri quest, though 
I am not good at writing iiiKin a given siihji 1 1 Vnur ino- 
Iher, however comforts me hy her .ipprohiium, and I stier 
myself in all that I prwlure hy her juilgmenl If she 
docs not miilerstand me at the first reading, I am sure the 
lines are ohscurt, and always alter tin in , il slie laughs, 1 
know It IS not without reason and if she says, “ that’s well, 
ft will do’’— I have no fear lest any liody else should find 
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fault with It. She is my lord chamberlain, who licenses 
all I write. 

TO MISS G . OM HER BIRTH DBY. 

How man; between east and wait, 

Disgrace their parent earth. 

Whose days constrain us to detest, 

The day that gave them birth , 

Not so when Stetla’a natal morn. 

Revolving months restore. 

We can rejoice that she was born, 

And wuh her born once more ' 

If you like it, use it if not, you know the remedy It is 
serious, yet epigrammatic, — like a bishop at a ball ' 

W C 

P S —I have read the Review ; it iVIrarned and wi«p. 
Clean, candid, and witty — Tiiclyphthura dies 


CCCI.XVI 

DEOLININO TO WHITE UPON SOME DESIBED MEA- 
SURES FOB THE PREVENTION OF CRIMES 

TO THfc RhV WIMIAM VSWIN , 

NT PKVH VRIKNO, 

I AM sensibly mortified at findiiv myself obliged to dis- 
appoint you , but thmigh I li.iw hid niiny thoughts upon 
the subject you propose to my ..imsideralion, I h.ivc had 
none that hive been favourihle to the undertaking I 
*applaud your purpose, for the sike of the principle from 
which It springs , hut I look upon the evils you niejii to 
anim.idvert upon, as too ohsimale .iiul inveterate ever to 
be expelled by tlie means jou mention 'I'hc very (XTsons 
to whom you would address your remonstranLc, arc them 
selves suthcieiitly aware of their eiiormitv years ago, to my 
knowledge, they were frequently the topu s of coiivcrsatupi 
at polite tables , they li.ivc been frequently mentioned in 
both houses of parliament , and 1 suppose there is hardly a 
member of either that would not immi-diatcly as-ent to the 
neicssity of reformation, were it proposed to him m a rea- 
sonable way But there it stops , and there it will for ever 
stop, till the majority arc animated with a zeal in which 
they are at present deplorably defective A religious man 
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is unfeignediy shocked, when he reflects upon the proa- 
lence of such crimes , a moral man must needs be so m a 
degree, and will aiiect to be mui li mure so than he is 
But how many do you sup|Kv,e there are among our uurthy 
representatives that come under cither of these descriptions ? 
If all nere such, yet to new model the police of the coun- 
try, which must be done in order to mike c\en unasoid- 
able perjury less frequent, were a task they would hardly 
undertake, on account of the greit dithcultj that would 
attend if. Gosernment is tooiniuhinleresUdiiitlicion- 
sumptioii of malt-liquor to reduc e the miinber of senders. 
Such plausible pleas mn) be offered in diftnio ot lri\illiiig 
on Suiulajs, esjieciall) li\ the iridiiu pin of the world, as 
the whole beiK h of liNhops w<iiilil hnd it dithi ult to tner- 
rule And with resjicet to the* Molitioii of oiilis, till a 
certain name IS more gem rilU res|H( tid th lu it is at jiro- 
hcnt, however surh pt rsons as voursi It ma> be gncMil at 
It, the legislature arc never like l\ to 1 IV it to he irl I do 
not inlan, iior^would b\ anv nu iiis atti nipt to disi oiirige 
you in so I iiidahle an I nu r[>risi‘ , but smli is the light in 
whidi’it appc'irs to me, that I do not bel the least spirk of 
courage «iualifj mg or prompting im to rinbirk in it iiijsedf 
An exhort ition therefore written bv me. - by liopiUss des- 
ponding in>', .viiuld be flat, insipid and iiiimterestmg ,.iiid 
disgrave the i.iusc, instead of Mrvingit Ifafiirwbal 1 
have said, however, you still reiim the siiivc senium lUs,^ 
Macti (tto rn Me /ud , there is noliodj belli r f|ualirii d 
than yourself, and may your success prove that 1 dispaired 
of It without a reason 

Adieu, my dear friend, \\ C. 


. (CflAVII 

NOTHING TO WHITE ABOUT - A SIMILE IN VEB8E 
• _ -PEARS POE THE COUNTRY. 

, TO TIIF R1 V WIIIIWI rswIN 
wv 1>»AR vnirsn 

I w’RiTK under the impression of a diffir iilty not easily 
sprmounted, the want of something to s.a} laittcr-spin- 
ning IS generally more entertaining to the writer than the 
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reader ■ for your sake therefore, I would avoid it, but a 
dearth of materials is very apt to betray one into a trifling 
strain, in spite of all one’s endeavours to be serious 
What hai’e you done with your perverse parishioner’ 
Perhaps nhen he has put a lock upon his pew, he may 
shut himself up in it oftcner than he used to do you re- 
member a lertain story about the boy and his trunk The 
consciousness that the scat is become his own so emphati- 
cally that he can exclude every body else, may make him 
fond of It I believe many a man that keeps a carriage, 
rides in it because he keeps one, though sometimes he 
would olhenv ise prefer a walk 

1 lay by my paper for the present I really can go on no 
further 

1 left off on Saturday, this present being Monday morn- 
ing, and 1 renew the attempt, in hopes that I may possibly 
catch some subject liy the end, and be more successful 

Sii have I scun the mantis in vain 

inlilv unit teune a tuiigteit ukt m , 

I y liitv the lip, tlioy m ruti h the head, 
lilt cry—* 'Clio (tcuce i« in the thread ' 

JV torture it, amt jerk it roiiml, 
ill the right end at lost is found , 
lirii niiiiT, and wind, and wind away. 

And wh.it waa woik la cliHiigcd to play. 

When I wrote the two first lines, I thought I had engng- 
fd in a In/ irdous enterprise for, thought 1, should my poe- 
tical vein lie .is dry .as iny pros.ai< , I shall spoil the sheet, 
and send notlnng at all , for I could on no .account en- 
dure the thought of beginning again But I think I h.avc 
succeeded to admir.ation, and am willing to flatter myself 
that 1 h ivc seen even a worse impromptu in the newspapers 
Thoiigh we live* in a nook, and the world is cjuitc uncon- 
scious th It there arc anv such beings in it as ourselves, yea- 
wc are not iiiuonccrncd about what jxisses in it. Ihe 
present awful crisis, big with the fate of England, eng.ages 
much of our atte'ntion The action is probably ' over by 
this time, and though we know it not, the grand <[uestion is 
decided, whether the war shall roar in our own once peace 
ful rields,or whether we shall still only hear of it at a distance^ 
1 can compare the nation to no similitude more apt than 
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that of an ancient castle that had been for days assaulted 
by the battering ram It «as long before the stroke of 
that engine made any sensible impression , but the conti- 
nual repetition at length communicated a slight tremor to 
the wall ; the next, and the next, and the next blum uii.ro.as- 
cd It. Another shock puts the whole mass in motion, from 
the top to the foundation itlwnds forward, .and is every 
\pomcnt driven farther from the popemlieular . till at last 
the decisive blow is goon, and dirwn it c'omes Kvery mil- 
lion that has been niscd within the I ist rentiiry, has h.id ,an 
effect upon the constitution like th.it of a blow from the 
aforesaicl ram upon the aforesud wall 'I he impulse he- 
ftnnes more and more ini[)ortant, iiid tiu impression it 
m.akes is continually ,uigmeiited unless, therefore, some 
thing extraordinarv intervenes to prevent it, you will find 
tilt conseciuciKO at the end ofiny simile 

\ ours, U I 

• < ( I’l Will 

Wll!H HIS POEU ON THE LILT AND THE BOSE 

Ul nil Kl \ WII 1 I\M I MVIN 

As 1 promised you verse, if you wool 1 send me a fr.mk, I 
,ain not willing to return tin. cover withirii soini', tlioiigli 1 
think i have .already we.\ritd you by iht prolixity of my 
prose t 

1 must refer you to those* un.irrount ililc gacldings and 
c .apric es of the human mind, for thecausc ol tins produc- 
tion , for in general I btluvc there* is no man who lias less 
to do with the l.idic s’ cheeks thin 1 hive I suiipose it 
would he* liesi to antedate it, and to iinigme that it was 
written ivveiitv years ago for my iniii<l was never more in a 
tfiflmg hutterflv trim t>i.an when I composccl it, even in the* 
c.arlie'St parts of iny life And what is worse than all this, 
t have translated it into l<Jtin — but tli.it some otlic‘r time. 

Yours, W C. 
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CCCLXIX. 

BEMAAKS ON OEUBOHIliL'S POEMS. 

TO THE REV. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

MT DEAR WILLIAM, 

How apt wc arc to deceive ourselves where self is in ques- 
tion ■ you say I am in your debt, and I accounted you ii^ 
mine , a misL-ikc to which you must attribute my arrears. If 
indeed I one you any, fur I am not Inckward to uritc 
where the uppermost tlioii^ht is welcome 

I am ubiij'ed to you fur all the books you base occasion- 
ally furnished me with I did nut indeed rc.id m.in> of John- 
son's Classics , those of est.tblisiii.d reputation are so fresh 
in my nienior), tlioiii;ii inanv )C'irs have intervened since 1 
made them iii) (oin]unions, that it u.is like reading what I 
read yesU rd ij'ovcr a,;am nulls to the minor Classics, I 
did not think them woith reading at all , I Listed must of 
them, and did not like them It is a I'reat thinp; to he in- 
deed a poet, and dois not hsppv.n to more' than one man 
111 a century Chun lull, the threat ChiirLhill, deserved 
the name of poet tl have reul him twice, and some of his 
pieces tliree limes over, and ilu h-,! time with more ploa- 
biire thin the lirst 'I'lu pitiful si nlibler ol his lite scems 
to have iimlcrtakcn that t vsk, lor waich he was entirely un- 
qiialiiied, merely heemse it allor.hd him an opportunity to 
tlmduce him lie lus uiMrud in it but one anecdote of 
consequence, for which he rcti-rs vou to .i novel, and intro 
duces the story with doubts about the truth of it liut his 
barrenness .as a biogrijilur I i mild lor^ive, if the simpleton 
had not thought himsclt a i<iiUo ot his w ritiiigs, and under 
the erroneous miUicnce ot that thought, informed his reader 
tli.at Cotham, Iiulependciire, and the Tunes were catch- 
pennies Cnthnin, unless I am a greater blockhead th.a'n 
he, which I am far from believing, is a noble and beautiful 
poem, and a poem, with whieh 1 make no doubt the authdt 
took as much pains as with any lie' ever wrote, Making 
allowance, (and Drycien m his Absalom and .Vchitophcl 
stands in need of the s.ame indulgence,) for an unwarran- 
table use of Scripture, it appears to me to be a mosterl) 
performance. Independence is a most animated piece, full 
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of strength and spirit, and marked with tint hold niasrulme 
character which, I think, is the greit pi.i ulnrit) ol this 
writer .\nd the Times, (except that tlic subject dix^ii-it- 
ing to the la-it degree,) stancL equally high in iny opinion 
He IS indeed a careless writer for the most pin , hut where 
shall wo find in any of those authors who finish their works 
with the exactness of a flemish poiiLil, those bold and 
(Jiring strokes ot fancy, those iiiiinhors so hi/irdoiisly \eii- 
tured upon and so happily linisheit, thi miltir so compress- 
ed and ypct so cleir, and the coloiinii ' so spinngly liid on, 
and yet with sui h a beautiiiil clleit? In short, it is not 
his least praise tint he is neicr guilty ol those liiiltsas i 
writer, which he lays to the ch.iigc ot oiIuts \ proof tint 
he did not judge li\ a Ivsrruwed steiilinl. nr from riihs 
laid down by oritiis, but tint In w is ipiililinl to do it by 
Ills own nitiie powir-., iiul his s'roil siipi riority ol gLiiiiis 
for he that wrote so inin a, iiul so last, would through in 
adscrtaiKy and iiurry iitiuoid iliK Inse depiitid Iroiii rules 
whuh'he nuaht hive iouiid in hooks, hui his own tudv 
poetical t iktit if Is a gii.itt whuhioiild not sulU'r liini to 
trr rai u horso is gru « liil in his swiltcst pu e, and never 
III ikes an awk'i ird tiioiion tnoti;h he Is piisliul to his ut- 
most speed A ( irt liorsi iiiiaht pi ihips l» t night to pi ly 
tri< ks in the rivling si liool itul nnglii pr uii e iiul i urvci like 
his hetUTs hilt It situ, iinlui ky iinu wmilil ho sure to 
hctr.ty till hisviUss of his origi ill Ills in ifTiir of vi ry 
little I oils! i|i|i 111 e pi rii ips to tli< wi II 'm in ' of in iiiknid,^ 
hut I c,iiino| help n gritting th.it hi dinl so vion I'liose 
words of Virgil, upon the iiiimatiirc di ilh ol \I in cllus, 
might Serve foi Ins vpitiph 

* rt.'fii /ftit ttnis /(Uiib tanfuM ti'ffur utfni 

/.111- jiiifiit " 

\ ours, W' ( 


C ('(A X\. 

ON UILTONS BLANK VERSE -FUSELI 

• TO lilt Rl V WMltK Il\i,'il 
«r UFVB FHIEXD, (lllliy, VlIIJ .11, 17X0 

1 BLG\N to fear for your health, and every d ly said to 
myself,— I must write to Bagot soon, if it he only to ii;,k 
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him how he does, — a measure that I should certainly have 
pursued long since had 1 been less absorbed in Homer 
than 1 am But such arc my engagements in that quarter, 
that they make me, I think, good for little else 

Many thanks, my fnen^ for the names that you have 
sent me. The Bagots will make a most conspicuous figure 
among my subsi ribers, and 1 shall not, I hope, soon forget 
my obligations to them • 

llie iinarquaiiitcdncss of modern cars with the divine har- 
mony of Milton’s numliers, and the principles upoh which 
he constructed them, is the c.iuse of the quarrel that they 
have with elisions in lil.ink verse But where is the reme- 
dy ? In vain should you or I, and a few hundreds more 
perhaps who have studied his versification, tell them ol the 
superior majesty of it, and that for that majesty it is greatly 
indebted to those elisions In their ear-., they are dis- 
cord and dissonant e , they lengthen the line be}und its 
<lue limits, and are therefore not to be endured There 
is a whnnsual in< oiisistcnce in the jiiilginent of mo- 
dern rt.iders in this jMititular Ask them alt round, 

whom do you ateoiint the Ix'st writer of blank verse f 
and till y will reply to a man, Milton, to be sure, Milton 
agnnst the fit. hi ' \ tt if .i wnter of the jiresent da) should 
con strut t Ills nuinlKrs esattly uptin Milton’s jilan, not one 
in lifty of these jirofcssed .'idiiiirirs of Milton would endure 
hull The tase standing thus, what is to be done ^ \n 
tiuihor must iitlitr bo lonicnted to give disgust to the 
giiicraht), or he must luimour them by sinning against his 
own judgment Tins latter course, so far ,is elisions are 
tout cl Ill'll, 1 h.ivt ailt>i>tcd .is essential torn) suit ess In 
ever) other rcspct i I e.ve is muili v.iriet) in iii) nie.isure 
as I tan, I believe I nu) s.i) .is in ten s)Ibbks ills possi- 
ble to givi, slnltiii'' |urj liially the piiise and cadeiicg, 
and .iciiiiintiiig in.si It li ipi>) that inotlern rethieineiit has 
not yet en.ii toil laws agim t this also If it had, I jirotcsl 
to )ou I vonld have dropiK'il my design of traiishtmg 
Homer ciitiril) , iiiil williwh.U an indignant ctiteliness 
ot reluctance 1 mike them the concession that I have 
mcntione'd, Mrs L'nwiii e.in witness, who hears all my 
complaints upon the subject. ' 
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After having lived twency years at Olney. wc are on the 
point of leaving it, but shall not niii’rate far ^\e have 
taken a house in the vi’lage of Weston lady llosketli 
IS our good angel, by whose aid we are cii ibled to pass 
into a belter .nr, and a more w.ilkable country 'I'lie ini- 
prisoniiient that we have sufTircd here for so many winters 
has hurt us both That w.- iiiav suffer it no longer, she 
stoops to Olney, lifts ns from oni svvanip, and sets us down 
on the clevatid grounds of West.m I'luli-rwood riiere, 
my dear'friend, I sh.dl be happy to see you, and to th..nk 
you in yierson ^r all your kindiuss 

I do nut wonder it the jiidgiiunt tint voii form uf 
huseli, a foriigiKr, but you iniy assure yoiirsilf that, 
foreigner as he is, he has .ui esijiiisiti lisiein I'.nelish 
verse The man is ill liri, ami an eiithiisiisi in tin. high- 
est degree on the subjei i ol lloniir, and his givinme 
more than once a jog, when I hive bien imiIiiikI to na|i 
with my author No i old waii'r is to In fe in d from linn 
th.at m^ght abat;p my on.i lire, ritlier peiliips tooiiiiuli 
combustible 

* Adieu, »w/i «////, yours faithfully W I' 

C’C Cl \\I 

HOMER-raSELI, 

lO MR JOllNsoS ' 

RIB, Oliioj, Si Jit 2, 17SH 

1 1 vnosi a lull on Messrs Child and Co for the 
Slim of twiiity-two pounds oiu sliilliii", ilriwn by Mr 
Walter Ikigot, .and dited llliilifii Id, \iig aS, i/Sfi, and 
add the names of his fpcnds who hive siihsi rilied it 
Srimc time since 1 V role to disin that you would inter 
the'Rcv Walter Ihigut liiniscir. as a suhsi rilii r ul iwiiity 
pounds, and shdll be obliged to yon if you will noiv semi 
him a receipt for that sam 'for whu h I will .« i oiiiil .viih 
you in due nmej together with Teeiipts for tin following 
pcTbons, under cover to the Kl lion I/>nl llagot, Illitb- 
field near Lichfield, StalTordsbirc Yon will observe that 
tlvcy have all made the full payment, and all suhsenbe for 
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royal paper ■ and I beg that you vill he so kind as to enter 
them on the subscription board immediately 
The Rt Hon. I.ord Bagot, 2 copies R P 660 
Rt Hon Ijidy Bago^ i co[)y do 330 

Rt Hon Earl of Uxbndgc i copy do 330 

Rt Rev I ord ISishoporXorwichi copy do 330 

Charles Chester, Esq 1 coiiy do 330 

Willuin Swiiinerlon, Esq 1 copy do 3 3 ® 

JC22 I o 

Present, Sir, if you please, my compliments to your friend 
Mr I'liseh, ard tell him that I shall be ol.hi>c(l to him if, 
when he has finished the re\is.d of the eighth hook, he 
will he so kind as to send it to flcncr.il ('owper’s in Charles 
htreci, togitluT with his strictures Assure him likewise 
that I will cne'easour by the closest attention to all the 
pcs Hilarities of iny original, to save him .as nimh trouble 
as I can, hereafter I now jicrfectly unilerstand whit it is 
that he requires m a transluor of Homer, , and being con- 
vinced of the justness of las demands, will attcnqitat least 
to conform to them Sonic csc.ipes will hapiien in so long 
a work, w huh he will know howr to .account for and to 
jxirdnn 1 hue been cinployid j considerable time in 
the ( orrei tioii of the first se\en books and h.ave not yet 
began the ninth, but shall in a day or two , and will send 
Jt as soon .IS Imishcd I am, hir, 

Your most humble servant, WM. COW PER 


( CCI.WII 

TELLING HIM OF THE REPROOF WHICH MR NEW 
TON HAD ADDRESSED TO THEM, ON THEIR 
CHANGE OF LIFR 

10 III! RK\.W’IIII\M UWVlV 
MY nF\R wiu.iAw, Oliicy, iSept 1786. 

So interesting a concern as your tutorship of the young 
gentleman in ipiestion cannot have been so long in a state 
of indecision w’llhout costing sou much anxiety We have 
bympathued with you under It all, but are glad to be in- 
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fonncd that the long delay !■; not ch.irgoahlc upon Nfr 
Hornby Bishops are iaia Onf<hi. \iioU [>fi u/kV \oii 
have heard, I know, from lady llu'.keth, and she h.is ex- 
cul[>atcd me from all imputation of wiltul silence, Iroin 
which, indeed, of yoiirsilt you arc so good as to disi liarge 
me, in consideration of my present almost endless 1 iliour 
I have nothing to say m parlu ul.ir on the sulijett of Homer, 
hxcept that I am d lily adv.iiK ini; 111 the work with ill the 
dtspaldi that a due concern Un my own credit tn the n- 
sult will allow 

You Ime had xoiir trouKlos, mil we ours 'I'his day 
three weeks your mother rei eixul i letter Iroin Mr Ni wton, 
which she has not yet aiiswiteil, nor is likely lo.inswic 
hereafter It uim iis both iniu h (oiueni, but her more 
than me I suppose lu< iiis, mv ni'iid being iin essarily 
ociupied 111 iiiv work, 1 hid not so niiii h lusiiie to lirow/e 
upon the wormwood thii itioinnnid I he jnirport ol it 
IS a dim t aci Usttion ol ni< i id ol In r 'll! ii< iisitioii iin 
plied, ‘that we I^im boili d >i.it>d into lorbiddi n piths, anil 
lead ^ lile tinlii 'Min'ii., the (lospil I In' inniy ol my 
friends in I oiidmi aie gii.vcd, .tnd tin siiiiph piopK ol 
Olney .tstonislKil tint In inxirso iiiin h iloiiblid ol iiiy 
restorition to ( brist’iii priiiK {is .is now in short, that 
I conicrsc too uiii< h with [nii[iU o| tin woild,aiiil lind ton 
mill h pleasure iii doing so ll< i oin hides with piittin., 
your mntliLr 111 iiiind th It tin II i< still in inU n oiirsi bi^ 
twi.eii I.oiiiloii and OIm v . by wlm b he iiu ins to iiisiniiati 
that we I iiinot oiu iid a., iiiisi thede<oiuin that wi in 
hiniiid to oil er\e, but the in w s ol it will ninst nitain 
ly be (oiiVL)id to linn Ui d > not it .ill ilniilit it, 
we never knew aliehitih d at Oliui tint wailid long loi 
a bearer , .iiid though wi do in it wondir to lind onrsilvi s 
m ide the subje' ts ol .i l.ilsi n < usitinn in .i plm evn 
friiitlul of sin h prodiu iioiis w< do and nin.i woinli r .i 
kltle, Ilut he should listen to tin m with so niui h irerliility 
I say thfl, bei aiise it hi hnl in ml uiiK tin truth, i r li.nl 
iielieved ho more than the tr.iii. In would not, I think, 
luxe found either me <eiisu.iii:i or your inotlKr \inl 
that j/zi* should be siisputid ol irri gul irities is tin iiioii 
Wonderful, (for wuiiderlul it wou'it be at any rale,) bu^ust 
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she sent him not long hcforc a letter concened m such 
strains of [jicty and spirituality as ought to base convinced 
hull that she at least was no wanderer But what is the 
fact, andiiow do we spend our [time] m realit) ? Uhat 
are the dci ds lor wliu h we have been represented as thus 
criniiiial? f)'ir present i oiirsi, of life diflcrs in nothing 
ironi that wiiuli we have both held these thirteen )eari, 
cscept th It, alter great < ivihlies shown us, and many ad- 
vaiK'es 111 ide on the part of the I hrocks, we \is|t them 
'1 li I.. we M'li ako at (iiyhiir^t tint we hive trei|ueiitly 
t.tki II all mgs with niy cousin in lu r earn ige , and lint I 
have soinetiiiies t lUen .1 w il'iv wiih bt r on a suiidiv win 
iiig and soiiii liniis liv iiijmIi, vvhu h howevi r voiir mother 
Ills never iloiii* Ih-si ar th. only no.tl'us m onr prac- 
tice aiul il bv Ills' proi lures, so inolleii ave in tiu m 
sc Ivc s, we yi t give olli nc i, cilli IK I iniist iKnk be given 
(■oil and our own consiieivis ac(|mt iis, and vvt. .n kmiw 
ledgi no othi I ji'd :> s 

1 ill two I nnilii s with whom we have k d up tins 

asionislnng intni cmis< ir« vs birm'iss m it I'vnvirsa 

tion md iiimiur' as c iii be i•nlnd ni'wliin \nd as to 
Illy poor I iiiisin, ilu onlv ciiiiii tint sl> is gmllv ol igiiiist 
till pii)|iK ol Olnw Is, tini sh. Ins In' tIu' hiingiv, i lotlu d 
till nilsiil and id ninisti ud coiiitoii to the si iMipi 
indeed lint, iiv hei go i> kindiii - she In- '.viii iis i hide 

lilt III point III I oiiditioii in I • IP iiiiisi 111 IS, a III his 

Uicroby i\i III d iiivy in so ik w'li luvi not the ktiuliof 
reiuii mg 111 till ]iros|i iiiv nt u i is \nd Itiis 1 take to 
be tin root III iIk in itti r 

Mv ill ir \\illiiin, Ido not know tint I she iiM havi 
teased your III rv I s and spirits vv ih ill's disigr laliK tin me, 
hill not Mr Nevvlon Hiked ol ip, dying to yon mi pirii 
ciilirs He w mid hive iloii it, he siv', wli ii In siw voti 
last but hid noi tiiui \ on lie now ipial'lied to mluriii 
hull as minutely as ourselves could ol all our cnorini* 
tics ' \dii ti ' 

Our Miicerest love to yoiirsoir iiiJ yours, \'fM 
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A BOOK OF HIS TRANSLATION GONE TO THE BOT- 
TOM OF THE THAMES-LADT HESKETH ABOUT 
TO LEAVE THEM 

irt jiiNi'i II nil I, i-sij 

Dliipy, Uct 0, ITSii 

’ You haienot heird. I tint tho iiiiitli liook of niy 

transl.itum is at thu Iiottoin ni ihi I h iiius Kiit it is t vtii 
so \ ‘•torin ostridok it in its w i\ to kin.'ston, iiul it sunk, 
together with the wh(il< iireo ol tin. Immi in uhn h it w.is i 
|insscnL|Lr not tigiii iii\lI) slnmtu^, | hupi, li\ its siihnier 
Sion, tlie Into of .all the ri-t. M\ kind .mil ei m runs i oiism, 
who leu es nothin.,' mid '111 thitshi thinks i in ioikIuk to 
mv ( onifort, oni oiirnitin. nl. or tonitniiiiii is ni) ti iiis- 
cnlier .also SA wrote th< <op\, nid >A will hui to wine it 
.ai'.un — //ti 1 ihi 1. 1 II, .siludi'.ii Ihut i llumsaiul 
re.isoiu to I'li.t ' I I d'l turn ippini' lu s wluti we 
iniisi lose Iw’’* Midi iwiiitiih stiiniiiii i most 

dLiuljtltil on, hill 1. I wiiiiLr Its, It wi imi .i spnid wilhoiil 

In r W ( 


( ( < I \\I\ 

PESLINOS ON REMOVING FROM OLNEY TO WEST- 
ON REPORT THAT HE HAS TURNED PAPIST-; 
MR UNWIN S ILLNESS 

I , I III 111 jlillS M \ l',S 

M\ III II III! II \\ Ill I II I I n I 11 1 N.it IT, ITsii 

Ms usu il till e III in-wt rill ■ s nil I II. i Iiu.ii'lu nun , 
,i\ ndtlil) e’lJlo sed l)\ nil i-.!! .i, ill it .unli 1 iml In thrllsl 
.tsi li , I hu, iii.t.n (ili'i„td to p'l ipmi t u pi iii< lit nl my 
ill III ml .1 ihiil' w.i k Is ■■ II I s II Is Oil 1 l.'ioiit .iiiiii 
ij.'lii 'Im tl' I* 1 disi il ir^t. It , w.il' h s I I V il' 1 1 dj In In Si , 
w'liii I ti I' son th It tills I, onl\ tin s n'lil dis tl ilhi, 

S..1 11 I's I'll dlltnills ol Otii lUSS .lllftlit W 1 i 11 l.ild pi Iks III 

.1 ill Ills, It I'll onus 1 SI • lie lit oi'lii .ml liiriiioiis' m i 

tiionuiil li'it will II 111- I re itiire hiS> iiirnv.ii nii. hoiisi 
hitu coii.usioii liy letum.' it nid aiiMlher hs tiimlilm^ 
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thcmscKes and their goods into it, not less than many days’ 
labour and contrivance is necessary to give them their 
proper pl.ices And it belongs to furniture of all kinds, 
however convenient it may Ih. in its place, to be a nuisance 
out of It We find ourselves hero in a tomfortablc 
dwelling Such it is in itself, and iny cousin, who has 
sp.ired no expense in dressing it up iur iis, has made it a 
genteel one Sin li, at leMsi, it will be when its lonlents ar$ 
a lit.lo li.irmonued .Site left us on liiesd.i), and on 
Wednesd.i), in the evening, Mrs Unwin and I took 
possession I could nut help giving a la^t look to m) old 
pritun and its prei inets , and though 1 1 annot e.isil) at i aunt 
fur It, hav ing lieen niiserahle thin so man) vt irs, felt 
sumething like aheart-aihe when I took inv last have at a 
scene, that cert.iinl> in itself had nothing to engige 
alTcction lliii I rtiolUtted that 1 huloim liei n h.ippy 
there, and (oiihl not, without ti.irs in mv i>es, hid .ulicii to 
a plaie in whuh (Ind hid so olten hniiid me 'Ihe human 
mind Is a great master) mine, at h ist, ippi ired to ine‘ to 
be stitli upon this oii.ision 1 fouiid tlut 1 not onlv li id 
a tenderness lor that ruinous .iboili, lieiaU'i it had oiue 
known 1110 ha|ipv in tne prist nto ol (lod lint tlnteveii the 
distress 1 h III sulli red lor so long i iiiiu on at < oiiiu of his 
abseiiii, had eiide.ired it to me as iniu h Iwiswe.ii) of 
ever) objei i, h ul long wished t<ir a « ii ingi , vi t i ould not 
J.lke.l. avi without a ping at parting \\ li ii i onseiiuem es are 
to attoiid our roinov il, (hnlciiilv know-. I know well tint it 
Is not III situation to eflei t a I'lire of nielanihol) like mine 
'I he change’, liowovii, has he’e'ii eiuinh a providential one 
for iiiueli as I wi.hcd it, I luver uttereil that wash, evee'pt 
to Mrs Unwin When 1 Kariied tint tlii liouse was to be 
le’t, and had seen it, I hid a strong desire tliat Igidy 
Ilcbke'tli slioiilil tike It lur he'rselt, it she sImuIiI iu]i[i( ii to 
like the tounirv lint desiu', indeed, is not e\ icily 
fulfilled , and yet, iiiion the whole, is ov ee'deil W e are tlw 
tenants but she .issures us tint we snail otteii have her 
for a guest , and here is room enough lor us MI V’oii, 
I hope, niy dear friend, and Mrs Newton, will want no 
assurances to ooiivimc voii tint you will alwavs he rneivod 
here with the smeerest weleuiiie More weleuiiie than you 
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been, )ou cannot be , but better aecommoihted you 
may ami Kill I)e . 

I ha\e not prot ceded thus far \Mthout in in\ interruptions, 
and though in\ piper is smill, shill be oI>1i!;eil to in ike 
my letter still snnller Our own ninoval is [ bi.lie\i the 
only news of Oliui ('oneeriiiiii; this )ou will liiar iiiiiih, 
and muih I doubt not tint will lu\e no triitii in it It is 
alrendi rcportid there, and his lum indeed tor some tiiiu*, 
that I afii turned I’lpist Vou will kiuwi how to tre it a he 
like tills whieh proves nothing but the inilufiiitv ol its 
author but other tales \ou mu piissililv he ir that will not 
so rculil) refute tlu'iiisi Ives 1 iiis, liowevir, I liiist joii 
will always find true, that m idler Mrs I'nwiii nor iiivse'lf 
shall hive so (oneliiited oursihis m our iiew lu i^liliour- 
hood, as tint jou shall have aii> on ision to be ,,ru veil on 
our ai ( (Hint 

Mr L'nwin Ins been I'l of i li vi r ,it W im luMi i, but by 
a lelti'r Iroiii Mr 1 lioriiti>ii we bun tbit hi' is uioviriii^ 
anil hope's soon to ti uel Ills Mrs Liiwin liis joined him 
at thit jilai e 

\ilieu, ms d' ir frii ml Mrs rnwin's illi i iion.iti n'liuni- 

br.iiU's uid I ii'u i oiv hide iiie ever joiirs, \\ (’ 

f’f Cl \\V 

COMFORTS OF HIS NEW ABODE 

ID I IKV III ski I II 

\\ • >1011 Fmljt \it\ -(| ITSIJ 

1 1 Is mv hirthdiv, my beiovi'd lousiii ami I ibii iiiiiiie to 
cmpbij a put ol It tliitr nnv n<>i be di iiiiiti ol listivitj,- 
m writing to vou Tin ilirk ilm k lo^ tli it li is obs( iin d it, 
wioiilil liavi' III' ii I III rthi ii to im at Olm v, but In n I have 
hardi) atteinli>l to it I In* m itin ss iinl siiii^^m ss of our 
abode eompensite' all tli,. dn uiness ol the ismi, ami, 
vvhetin r die vvavs arc wit or elrv, our lioiisi ,il b.ist is 
alw i\s w,^Im uni ' oniiiiiHlioiis On for vou, iii ly i ijiisin, 
to partake' these- coinlorts with us* 1 will not li(;;in alnady 
to tease jou upon tint subject, but Mrs Ciivviii reimnibirs 
to have heard from jour own lips, th.it >ou hate* I.oiidon 
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in the spring. Pcrhnps therefore by that time, you may be 
glad to csrape from a scene uhirh n>Il be every day 
growing more disagreeable, that you may enjoy the comforts 
of the lodge You s\cU know that the best house has a 
desolate appearance unfurnished 'I'his house accordingly, 
since It has been ocrupted by us and our meuMes, is as 
much superior to what It was when joii saw it, as you can* 
imagine The parlour is esen elegant \\ hen I say that 
the [larlour is elegant, I do not mean to insinuate that the 
study IS nut so It is neat, wann, and silent, and a much 
hotter study tlian I deserve, if I do not prodiK e in it an in- 
cuinparalile translation of Homer I think csery day of 
those lines of M ilton, and congratulate nu^elf on basing 
obtained, before I am (juite superannuated, what he seems 
not to have hojicd for sooner 

" Anil may at li ngtli my wrnry age 
Find out the pca< clul hurmitago 

I''or if It IS not an hermitage, at least it is a inucjj better thing , 
and you must always undsistand, my dear, that when poets 
talk ol cottages, hermitages, and such like things, they 
mini a liousc with siv sashes in front, two (omrurt.ible 
parlours, a smart stair-case, and three bedeambers of eon- 
veiiieiit diiiiensiuiis , in short, exactly such a house 
as tills 

Tlic Tlirockmortons continue the most obliging ncigh- 
Ijoiirs 111 the world One niormng la -,1 week, they both went 
with me to the ilifT,— a stem iiiy di ir, in which you 
would delight heyond measure, l>ut which you cannot visit 
except in the sjiring or ,autumn The heat of summer and 
the clinging tlirt of winter would dcstory you What is 
called the i lifT, is no cliff, nor at all like one, but a beauti- 
ful terraee, sloping gently down to the Ouse, and from tho 
brow of whicli, though not lofty, you have a view of such 
a v.illcy as makes that which you see from the hills near* 
OIncy, and which I have had the honour to cclebiatc, an 
affair of no coiisidemtiun * 

Wintry .as the weather is, do not suspect that it confines 
me I ramble daily, and every d,ay change my ramble ^ 
Wherever I go, I find short grass under my feet, and when 
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1 have travelled perhaps five miles, romc home with shoes 
not at all too dirty fur a dranirig room I vias p,icmg poster- 
day under the elms, that surround the field m whiih stands 
the great alcove, when lifting my eyes I saw two hi lek gen- 
teel figures holt through a hedge into the ixith where I was 
walking You guess alroadj whotlup wire, and tint they 
could he nohody hut our lu ighlMiurs 'I'liep had seen iiio 
from a lull at adi'.tiiK e, and hid truerscd a great turiii|i field 
to gel at me You see then lor * m> ikar, that 1 am in 
some re{|uest AI.is ' in too nine h re [iiest witii suiiie [lenplc 
Theverses of (hdwalli lc*r hin loinul me at list 

I am ( harmed w nil pour uioimtof our little cousin at 
Kensington II the world does not siioil him herealter, he 
will he a \a1inhle in iti 

Good night, and map t'lod l>le->s thee C 


( ( f'l \\V I 

MB tNWIN’S DEAT*! LBETBR COMMUMICATIMO 
. IT FROM MR HENRY THORNTON. 

I<> I \|)V Kl 'Nl I II 

Ml DU'.rsT < iil'-is, Do I I7M>, 

Ii distrisses me to think ihil tin. r, inn, it ri.u li you 
hefore tlie news|i i[ii rs will iiiloiin \oii <>l tin deilhof our 
dear frit lid ,H WiiuliisUr, an eiiiil loi wliuh alli r tlic^ 
tiioiiralile .kcoiiiUs 1 suit p<i>i poii i miiot he hut m 
dilTerinlly prv pired nios_ inoimis IvniiMr wiresiuh 
a-i we r(i > lied mirsehe.., and wio will wari.iiilevl it llm 
tune wlieii Ihe-y were sent to us I, 'in Ii ii>pi ir uu es as 
sieiiie'd to aflorcl the iiio'l re i.uiialil< liopi ol Ins ri i ovi ry 
\ sudden turn in his disti iniiei hi., iim itlu Ii ss, h ifllid 
lljai hoiie, and has in a lew imun. its In n iml ns, re.[ie(t- 
iiijJ poor U'nwin, of tverv < onsol ition i s' i [it l.u mv ilii.ihlc 
• ertainty of his heiiig thither gum wliiii'i iiiuie who loved 
him as ho d( served tan delil»eritel\ wi.h Inm to n 'urn. 
Instead of's-apiiig more, iny dear, uii this iiKlantlioIp suh- 
Jeet, 1 will suhjoiii a ro]ip of Mr Ihnry 1 hnrnton’s last 
letter, which we recciicd th.s iiioriimg It tame accom- 
lunie'd by another whicli ought to luvt. leaehcd Ub by the 
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preceding post, but which being delayed by some accident, 
came with it Poor Mra Un»in you will suppose ii in 
great affliction, but she beara her severe heart-aches with a 
resignation to the will of (iod, that does him and herself 
honour. She sends her love to you fierc follows the 
letter — 

MAIIAM, 

I wrote you a discouraging letter yesterday, which myl 
fears for Mr Unwin very naturally sugi'cated even at the 
time when I wrote it ,\fy Liter was written on Tuesday 
evening llis ft ver was tli' ii unabated, though he was 
free from pain, < tear .ind disiinct in Ins head anil recolLc- 
tioii, and more ('imjiosed thin he had been at almost any 
period of his illiiess t>n I’liesday nu'ht, seeing no very 
certain and instant dinger, 1 prciailed on Mrs Lnnin to 
lie down for i few hours whiL the physiiian and I sat up 
with him \bmit thr(.e in the morning 1 had about half 
an hour’s very lomlorttble < Olivers ition with him alone 
He W.1S as seiisibL ot Ins dinger as I cohUI be, and as 
calm and ('t.lle(ti.d is ever he w.is in hts life , tiKiiponed 
many of bis Iricnds, to whom he desired to be remember- 
ed, and partu iil irly naiiieil yourself, as well as Mr Cow- 
per .iiul 1 ids llesketh He t liked even of liis own inter- 
ment, and of every thing th.it it might lie useful to inc 
(.as a joml I \eeutor wiMi his wile) to know He desired 
/lie to re id a priyir to him, md one or two psalms The 
hope he expressed of eu mil luppmc's w is a very humble 
one, (as indevd It alwavs has been.) but to his triends by 
no means th»refore the less son Mis mind w is ealni 
upon this and every other subjeet He asked me if there 
were no hopes at all of his recovery , to whicli I answered 
him, that there were little or none He euntinued there- 
fore pcrfe'ctly sensible of his own dissolution for severitl 
hours after, and was so calm and so little dismayed, that 
those .around hi ii who knew the irrit.ability of his habr: 
and his fears on this as well as every affecting subject, 
were miuh comforleel during their attention to him 
About seven in the morning Mrs Unwin came down to 
him, while I lay dow n for an hour or two He was still 
sensible. Between ten and eleven his head seemed a 
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little confused, hut no other alteration appeared In half 
an hour after, his doctor Irom btlisliurv went up to see him, 
and he desired to be raistsl in his bed as usual, hut as he 
seemed, while they riised him, to breathe rather harder 
than before, the doitor hinted M me that 1 shniild U.id 
Mrs Un\ in (who hid hel|ied to raise him) out of the 
room . and in a lew minuies his hri uh gr.idiiall> spLiil 
itsell without aii> appeirimeol siiua,tli 

This, jn\ de ir, is not tin end ot the letter, hut it is all 
that relates to the di ith hi d i in iiiiist mi es ut this valu- 
able man I he disorder th.-'t w Is iiiiiiii ill itilv lollnwed hy 
these dym^ sym[iloiiis w is in his howt Is, ind su/i d hiiii, 
I think, tliediv lielore hisdefeise It did not iiideid last 
many hours, hut seems to hive hit him peiUith i vhaiist- 
cd I'hc lever was a putrid oiit Mr I hnrnton i luftht 
It first, hut hem,' stron.;er soon uiovned I’oor Lnwiii 
fell Its vietiin \\hit wi must do now, iin deir, lor a 
tutor t(,> little Heski tli I know not Mv slot k ol rei oiii- 
nieiuhtiiin w ts* soon isoiustul Mi llornh) will lx 
hiiiisejl,! supiinsc, iIk likeliest poison to liiul ,i thud Surely 
there was iievir any tiling more e\ii lonlinaiv than the 
deaths ol two, i hoseii with suih uIi,;ious iituition to their 
(lualiticatioiis, jiist helon theyioitld eiiti i onthtirolhie 
Man hoists hinisell wise, yet to min is every thni)' in 
scriitahle 

The I hairs he still in the warehoiisi of tlx mii it Smith 
field We SI lit tills iiioriiin^ to em pure .iiii i lh< m, anil 
Kn^iers the Great knows nought about them Ui must 
hope for them next week Mr \ewiiiin writi i iin woid 
that tiny are at this time doin,; me tin honour to re id iiiy 
Task at 1 reenusons' Hall It eould not liavi a inon. 
effectual advertisement, nor one more likely to iiiiasioiia 
‘ipeedv call for a third edition Peril ips it in ly 'i.ivi tin 
fate of John (nlpni, who was little known or iioin eil lor .i 
long time after his first appearaiK e, ind then made noise 
enough 'I have a h tt^r from a Mr I’lildh i oiiilx ut Soim r 
ford, near' Chris* Chun h, in the Ni vv I on st, exprt s,in. ol 
the pleasure that mv volumes have I'lveii to him, and mvit 
mg me to visit him it I should ever find niy si ll m ili ii 
part of Hampshire I answer it hy this post \ou shall 

ui 
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see it, my dear, as soon as 1 can send it frinkcd I am 
obliged also to write to Mr. H. riiorntuii b) this post, 
which occasions you a shorter letter ,> but I have still 
something to say I have finished the twelfth book, and 
when Mr. Throckmorton and I were nailing together on 
Friday morning, I told linn that I had a dtsign to call up- 
on Mrs T for her obliging and kind offer made me last 
summer Hu immediately recollected it, and said with .-i' 
smile— “You mean, 1 suppose, to transcribe fur )(iu ^ She 
will do It with great jilcasure’* — The next inurning I sent 
her that same twelfth book, and understand tli it she has 
been hard at w ork Unfortunately thu) h.^ve tlic (.oiinlry 
on Tuesdav, so that she will not be able, 1 suppo^L, to 
finish She told *nc however this inihutc, whi n sht stop 
ped on horseback at the gate, that she had traiisiriliLd 
( lev oil i>agcs He was with me when she calhd, .ind tluy 
arc gone together to (laj hurst 

Vdieu, my precious ' I am going to nTresh mjself with 
an and suiiiliinc this fine inornnig, having bvcii imprisoned 
.ill )Osiurday l)> the ram , 

Kvor your .'ilTertiointc U .\l COW I'l K 
W e shall he fun ed to trouble you, niv cor, on this s.,d 
oc..asion Mrs U begs tliat you will be so kind as to 
let Mrs Faton make her up twro mourning r nps flic only 
two persons who could make them nt OIikv he hi, or are 
'just on tin pviiiit of It \nd I am iii want of a pair of bknk 
sKoe-bui kies 


cccr..x\'vii 

ON THE SAME 8UEJECT 

ro I.AUV HrSkFlH 

ihe Lodge, Dec 4, 1786 

I svNr Mill, my dear a melancholy letter, and I do not' 
know that 1 shall now send you one very unlike it Not 
thii am thing occurs in consequence of our late loss more 
a'dietive th.in was to be expected, but the mind does not 
]> riectly recover its tone after a shock like that which has 
been felt so lately This I observe, that though niy expe- 
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ricnro has long since taught me. that this is a world of 
bhidows, and tint It Is the mure prudent as well as the 
more Christi.in t Airse to possess the lomforts tint we find 
in It, as if wepossessidihemnot.it is no i..is\ matter 
to reduce this doctrine into practice We forget that 
God who ga\e them, in.t\, wlun lie pleases, take them 
pwiy , and tint peril ips it ina\ please him to t.ike them at a 
time when wc least i xpii t or .m^ hist disposid to part 
from them riiiis it his hippincd in tie present case 
There never w.is .1 moiiKiit iiiLiiwiirs lite, when there 
seemed to lie more ur.'ent w ml ol him than tin. monunt 
in which he died lie hid itiaiind to an .-lei. wl 1 11 if 
till. \ are at an\ tune, list fiil, men lieioiiie usitiil lo iliiir 
families, their friends ind thi worlil Ills paii'-ii hieiii 
to leel, and to In stiisilileof tlu .uh miu'isol Ins m mstij 
The ilcrg) ironml him were iiniis oi tin in iwiil'>\ his 
cvtin|)li Ills I liildii n w« n thrninu uiidi r Ins own inilion 
and uiinigi ineiit, iiid liis eldest bo) is likih to hil his 
loss sell It l\, ISi. III., b' h s tears III soiiu iispi>t ip ib nd 
to understiiid tin \ tine of sue h a pari iit . I>> Ins liu r.iry 
profit ien> \ too t It \cr for a schoollMiv, anti too Mniiig .it 
the stnie tnin lor tin unutrsii) I he n mo\ il ol \ man 
in iIk pnnii. oi Iile of siidi a chiracUr, and with sin n ton- 
111 xioiis, SI i. ms to m tke a \oi<l iii stn u t) ill 1' < in lu vi r be 
filled ( hill SI niKiI to bate mule linn jiisi wliil In win, 
that 111 mi.ihi III. a blessing to mill rs, anti will 11 iIil in'ln- 
ciii i. of Ills I liirii'ier and .tbilii’i sbi .'.III to In hli nuioMil 
film 'I'lusi ire iiivstenes, iii\ ill ir, til it wi 1 iiiin.t M.n 
templite wiihuiit ist nislimenl but wli 1 li will invirlhilcss 
lie i\pliiiied hers liter, and must in tin nn in t'lin In re- 
tired Ml siltin i. It Is Will lot his miiiln r ih it sbi has 
sill lit her life in the pm tn I ol an InbiMiil n ipin st nice 
In the ilispi ns.ifiiiiis of ProMili n« i. cNi 1 know thu this 
s'roki would hive been he uicr afier all that 'In. has siif- 
*lired iijion another account, than she lould luvi home 
She di-vnes, as she well umv gnat i rmsul iiion 'rom the 
thiii|i.!lit tint he lived the lift, and tin d tlu den;ih of a 
Christiin The conse'iuencc is, if possible, more iin.avoid- 
• abli. than the most mathematical conclusion, that therefore 
bspp) So farewell, my friend Unwin ' the first man 
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for whom I concci\ed a friendship after my remo\al from 
St Alhaii’s, and for whom 1 cannot hut still continue to 
feel a friendship, though 1 shall see thee* with these ejes 
no more W C 


ccri.xxviii 

our THE SAME SUBJECT 

TO KOKI kl SMIIH. I-SO 

Weston Ciulcrwood, near Olney 
MV iiFiK siK, Dec Q, I7S6 

Wi have indeed siifTorcd a great loss hy the de.tth of our 
friend Vjnwm , and the shfiik that attended it was the 
more severe, .as till within a hw hours of liis dei ease there 
seemed to he no very .thrilling symptoms \I1 the ac- 
counts that we neened Irom Mr Henry ’Ihornton, who 
acted like .i triii friend on the cm i .ision, and witli a Under- 
ness tow.ird all < tneiriud, tint does hiiw gnat honour, 
encouraged oil r ho|K's ol his re< overt and Mrs Usiwiij 
herself loimd him on her arriv.il at Winchester so cheerful, 
and in appetrinn so likily to live, tli.t* lu r letter also 
secmi*d to promise Us all tint wo could wish on the suli- 
jeit Hut an niHsjH.(teil turn in his disuni])Lr, wlin h 
suddenly seized his hotteU, dashed all our hopes, and dc?- 
' pnved us almost immeditti ly of a man whom we must 
e* er regiel lli> mind h.iving heeii from his infanc \ deep- 
ly tini lured wiili n ligioiis sLiitiments. he was nlwats im- 
pressed with a sense ol the im|ioriaiue of the ere at i h mec 
of all , and on former iiciasioiis, when at any time he 
ktuncl himselt mdisjiosetl, w is eonsecpiciuly suhye-et to 
distressing alinns and apprehensions Ihit m this Inst 
instiiue, his mind was from the first composed and ci'V , 
his fears we'rc tiken aw n, ami succeedeal 1>\ such a resig- 
nation as warrants iis in s.aving, “ that (lod made all his* 
he'd in Ins siikness ” I believe it is nlwats thus, wfiere the 
heart, though upright tciwanl (lOd as Unwins .assuredly 
was, is yet troubled with the fear of death When de'ath 
indeeHl comes, he is either welcome, or at least has lost his 
sting 
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I ha\i; kiionn min\ such instances iml hi>. mother, 
from the nionunt th.it she Io.irned Mith wlui tr.iii(]iiillu> he 
was laboured iii ifls illness, for that \er> reason ivpertcd 
th.it It would be his l.ist Vet nut with so inuih ririaint), 
but that the 1 1\ ouraule accounts of him at len,;th, m a 
great me., sure, superseded that persuasion 

She hejis me to assure you, my dear sir. how sensible 
she Is, as w 1.11 .as iny sell ul the kindness of your iiu[UiriLs 
She sii^Tcrs this stroke, not with more pitience and suhinis- 
sion than 1 expci ted, for 1 neier kiu u her hurried by anyr 
affliction into the lossot cither, hut in iiiiin at lc.ist, 
and at present, with less injury to liei neilili ili.in I appre- 
hended bhe obseryeel to me, alter leulm^ your kind Id 
ter, tli.at thniii'h it was i prool ol tiu ere.iti>iss of her loss, 
It yd alTordeel her pleisiin . thoiuli i nielaiu holy one, to 
sec how niu< 11 her son h.td iiecii loicd md \ lined by suih 
i [lerson .Is yoersi II 

M^s Unwin wrote to hoi > 1 1 '..md in law, to invite her 
.Old the riiiii!\«hith. I, hop ii.; ihit < ■ h nice ol si eiie, and ,i 
si*u.iiion so pie isuit ..this miy be ol serin i to her, liiil 
we lull, not yet receiu.l lut iiisiii r 1 h.iic (tood ho|ii 
howeicr th.it gi at as <ui .ilil < tion iiiiist hi, she will yd In 
ahU to supii irt it, lor she iii II knows whither to resorl lor 
eonsolatioii 

riio iirtiies mil imi ilile ihtu s ol our trieiids iri tin 
till I .. t'lr w lull III most n.sli to ki'i p lh( III, but they in 
oil the other h uul the ii ry th.ii^s t) at in iiartiLul ir ought lo 
rei'oii il. iis to their deiuriuri U I'.ui oursi Ivrs sonietiinis 
.iiniu tell i ith aiiel on u lii iiUdi m loo lo ,t pei son 
ol whiisi reidiiuss and nt'u - lor aiiotlu r hie iit laiinot 
h.i.e the hi.,he'st up 111 n 1 ii> (hath ol sin h nun has n 
bi.i. r.iis, ,.i It bjt.i’i M' III' 111 s and siirviiors, wliirii, 
t‘j,ink ( 1 111 ' 's net t'l be i.iu id >n the death of Uiii.'iii 
1 k’l iw 11, (i..irs'r lull nuhiou i lined him, and f 
*'.:no.i il'. >'ov 'iiiidi he i I'ued you ^\ ith n sjici I to Inin, 
ill Is we^I, and of i 111, f I .hould survive you whn ti 
perhaps is not ler, pr I'u'ile, 1 sliall say the '.ame 

111 tr.e mean time, beiieve me with the warmest wishes fo 
.sour health .and hajipii'c's, ,uid with Mrs Un.dn’baricction- 
ate respects \ours, nii ihar sir, 

* Most faithfull . , 


\v c 
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ABOniNO AOAnrST A STTPEBSTI^IQU’S TSEUSa 
WHICH SHH HAD EXPRESSED OONOEBNIHa 
UNWIN'S DEATH. 

lU I VI>Y Hi-SkLlll 

WcitoD, Dec 0i 1786. 

I AM jxrfL'ctly sure that >ou are mistaL.cn, though I do 
not noiidor at it, constdcrini; the singular naturp of the 
event 111 till ludgincnt lh.it you roriii of (xiur L'nwin’s death 
as It affei.ls the interi st of his intended pupil W hen a 
tutor w.is i\.iiiteil for liiin, }uu sought out the wisest and 
host nun nithiii the* < in Ic of \oiir eonneMons It pleased 
(lod to take- him home to hiiiiself Ueii eiiiinciitl> wise 
and good in very .ipt to die', lie'uuse the> .arc lit to do so. 
You loiiiid III L/mviii a man worthy to sucieed him, and 
IK, in whose’ hands arc the issues of lite and death, seeing 
no doulit that Uuwtn was ripe lor a removal into a .better 
stall , unloved liiiii .ilso I he nutter view ewl in this light 
seeiiis not so vvonderlul as to refuse all esplaiution, uscept 
sill h , is III 1 nieluieholy iiionieiit you have given to it 
And 1 tin so loiiviiiied Ilut the little boy’s destiny had no 
infliK lie .11 .til 111 hisliiiing tin di itii of Ins tutors elect, 
that were it not inipossilile on more areounts than one that 
1 shoiild Ik able to servo hiiii m tint e.ip.aeity, 1 would 
vvithd'il tin le tst tear of elying i inoiiKiil the sooner, ofTer 
Aiyse'.l to tint iilii' 0 , I would oven ilo it, were I eonseious 
of the s.i.iie' litiie'ss lor .motile r and .1 better si iie-, that I 
believe them to h.ive Inen both endowed with in that 
c.asc, I perhaps iiiight die too, but It I shoiilel it would not 
be on ai I oiiiit of that conncMon Xeillier, iiiy dear, had 
your interference with the business any thing to do with the 
( tt.astrophe Vour whole inndurt in it iniist liive been a.o 
leptable in the sight ofOod, as it was direited by princi- 
ples ot the purest beiie'volencc ” 

1 have iieit touched Homer to-day \csterdav waS one of 
my terrible seasons, and when I arose thu inoriiing. I found 
that I h.ad not sulbricntly recovered inv self to eng igc in such 
an occupation Having letters to write*, 1 the more willing-, 
ly gave myself a dispensation Hood night 
• Vours ever, 


W t 
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CCCLXXX 

ON THEIR LA7E LOSS, AND THEIR REMOVAL TO 
WESTON 

TO JObbPH HILL, 

MT DE\R iKikSD, W etton, Dec 9, ITStt 

, \Vh had just begun to enjoy the pleasantness of our new 
situation, to find at least as niut h i onifort in it as the sea- 
son of Uic year would jiennit, win n afilit tion found us out 
in our rctrcTt, and the new-, real lied us of the death of 
Mr Unw'iii He had taken a western tour with Nfr, 
Henry rhorntoii, and in his return, at U niLlustir, was 
seized with a putrid flier, whu li suit him to his graic 
He IS gone to it, howeitr thoti;h joiing, as lit lor it as age 
Itself could h.aiL in ide linn rianthd inilLi.il, iiul aluajs 
to lie rsgrettid h) tluist uhokiuw hnn for lu huliiiry 
thing th,U in.ilcvs a nun \ duiliK boih in his prim iplis and 
in hit nuii'iers, but kaiing still this i oiisol.ition to Ins siir- 
vising fricmls, fhat lu w is d« sirilil. in tins world ihiilly 
bccisse ho w is so will jiriparcd tor a In tti r 

I find nusilf In n sitiiaUd oxaitl) to in\ iniiid Uestoii is 
one of tliL iiriltiist Mlhgts in I.ngl.ind, .nnl tin w ilks ibout 
It at all soisons of the jiar dihghttiil I know that \oii will 
rejoice with till in tin liiingi tliitwt h.iu iii.oK, ,ind for 
whnli I am .'iltogetlnr iiuUliUtl to I ,id) lliskith It is a 
chingi as gre It as (to ( oiiijur, on tio|iiilit. in things with rn- 
ral) trim 'st (liKss to (irosvenor Sfpnre Our house is m 
till ris|Kcts I oniinodious, .iint in soiin iIi,,rLL ilig iiit and I 
I 'iniiot give )ou a In-tter nU i of lint whn h wi h im lilt ilnn 
b> telling >oii tliv. jiressnl landidatv-s loi ii in .1 ; iiMii .in 
and a shoemaker ( ’ 

reel wxi 

TRIFLINQ INCIDENTS INTERESTING TO AN 
ABSENT FRIEND 
HI 1 \ni iirski HI 

iiH Ilii 11, 17^0 

SiirNsnivi niv dsarist roiism, in Im loinment.irv on tl'L 
\ulgar adigi whn h si\s, Vunnl tnoughtsarL best obsirves 
thatAhc r/Hz-,/ tlnjught generall> resolves iisdf into 
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Thus It has happened to me My first thought was to 
effect a transposition of the old glasses into the new frame , 
my second, that perhaps both the old glasses and the new 
frame might be brulvcn in the experiment , and m> third, 
ncverthi.li.si, to make the trial Accordingly 1 walked dow ii 
to 01nc> this di>, referred the matter to the watchmaker’s 
consideration, and he has succeeded m the attempt to p 
wonder 1 am at this moment peering tlirough the same 
medium as usual, liui with the adsantage of a mure orna- 
mental mounting 1 conjecture, by the way, irom a pas- 
sage in jonr note tint aciomjtanied the jKiriel, that I am 
imleined not only to you tor this new accession to iii> ele- 
gant accommodations, hut to some Incognito likewise , I 
beg thit you will present inj thanks ai cordineK Ihc 
clerk of the parish has nude me a new pair of stnjn to n>> 
buckles , and the gingt rbread, by its genial warmth, has 
delivered me sinic dmnvr from a distension e>t siomich 
that was immoderately troublesome, so that I im the.betier 
for you, Illy deir, from lioid to foot laingsiime I m \ain 
en 1 II. Hired to mike misJl iinstcr ol Ih' hmp ind was 
obli.;eJ It last III call 1 1 Uilliain to my assist m<e* Vo" 
there aie eertim tin igs whnh eri ii g niiisi s miss and 
will! Ii men born withoot an\ understainling it .i!' ml niiim- 
diilel) In jiistilieai on ol the truth ol tins nniirk, 
Wilh.im, who Is a Ui ap ol dough, who invir • an Ik more 
(]e' id ill in he Is III! )' lus iueii hurii.d i ' ■'iiiitli, isiil.mud 
It to m 111 a inomeiil ateordnigly we In. ii.i J it iwiee, to 
my gretl satisfaeli.in 

I sent I'liseli a nar.' b) the coach th it wiiu up this noin- 
ing, and leitiinh no mi.i lould belter di-^rie ii. though if 
"has one of the 1 ir.^si that e‘\cr wis sitii I louM not rc 
sist the impulse I'l it I felt to ai knowledge mi'oliligitions to 
his critic il exertions . indvci shill be sotti that I complifrt 
with It It 111 I onse'iiu lice of in\ iililil) In shuiild bei oine 
at all less rigorous in his deni ind's or le«s seiero in Ins an* 
111 iJiersioiis 1 am on the |»int ot tinishmg ills < orjcetion ot 
the ninth bo -k, wliii h I hiis now adjusted lo two shetls 
filled with his strietures Heobscrics at the elov of them, 
that lo execute' a translation of this hook m [urtiiu'ir. witl\ 
fe‘licity,nppcars to him a prodigious task He lonsidcrs it. 
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Sind I think justly, as one of the most consummate ofTorts of 
genius handed dIjjMi to us from nntiqiiiti, and rills ujinn 
me tor mj utmost exertions I ha\r not Inikd to make 
them, with what success will lx* seen hercalur . hut of this 
lam sure, that I ha\e inudi improied it 'I ho t’nod- 
natured I’ldro of the Hall has oftored me, in Mrs 'Ihtoik- 
jnorton s .ibseiiLO, his tianscnhing assistance, ot whuhl 
shall asail iiuselt, in<l deliter over to him the hook in 
iluostUHi in a dn nr two 

Mr Chester [iiid me a morning \ isit aluuit the middle 
oflastML'k III was, though a nun natiirallv nsiriid, 
chattj aiiil ^iKid huinoiiroil on the ooi ision, iiul when he 
took leaie luegi.il tint f wiiuld not put iiUsill to inoonse- 
nieni e tor the siki ■>! retiirii'iic his iisit with i piiiu tiiioiis 
alai ritv in this \\, t .md doty season an allow hki lor 
whuh 1 was olilu'i.i| to him for siiiie wi now Iim Ii\c 
iiiiks asiiiider, and I ni\»i ride it thus not at prismt oi- 
cu' t(, nil hv what iik,iMs I loiild possihl\ gi i it him 

Oiir old )ioii!< Is not },t ti.iianli.d, hut thin .in ■ iiuli- 
dit s'loi It I'l , ue two who would divide the hinlding 
lii'iwicn ih' in i sliouniki r, ind the alLiiumgi r .it the 
Horse and (irooin 1 he i irpi nti r in tin im.iniiiiii li.is 
assured Mr 'sinitli. tin liiiillord, tint iiiiUss it hi will 
jirojipi d mil spiidilv it will inidlililv till Ihaiik von, 
inv dear tor s ouig inir poor iioddli s lioni sin li niMiiiiKiit 
danger '* 

I h iriKil to d IV at the riull, ihitllu Inpinrs whu h the 
Ci>.ni.r d ii Is s, n' me I iiiivimmiI to mi Inn toiniiirnw , 
time ir’ iiiir hani,« ts ot s\i, rrv, mil niu ol hranil) and 
riiiii I hi I'lokinj gl iss wh ' h von disinud to tin stud), 
— ih It I nil in whi’h i eiii mit of )i>ni ihainher U the 
vnariii vi Invi ’.'itiiud in put up in tlu p-irloiir It 
is«jiiite I ir I I iiiiiigh a «l nnki ' i \i rv siinrt ippiariiur 
'I h'. other whnhvoii iinv n ini min r to h ivt sun m my 
cliainlii r, at ttl'K). we havi traiish rn d to Nihhs, who, 
Imng |>aid f ir i iimv f'anie ■■ to turnish iis with .. new "l.iss 
for It 

What roifise liave von t.akiii with our friend Xrnoft ? 
Has l,orii ('owjiir (lis'ovcreit iii) intuitions to ptrlorm the 
pack lif a Mwsxnas toward uic, or did he leave Liigland 
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forgetful that there wa<i so important a character in it as 
myself? Hi>i little boy, I hope, has recovered It would 
grieve me if the famil) should lose so much gencrosit) as 
seems to be included in that small bosom 

The cloud that I incntioncd to you, my cousin, has pass- ' 
ed away, or perhaps the skirts of it may still hang o\er me 
I feel myself, houever, tolerabl) brisk, and tell >ou so be- 
cause I know you will lie glad to hear it 'J'he grinners at 
John (jil[iiii little dream what the author sometimes sulTers 
How I luted myself jesterday for having ever wrote it ' 

May (jod bless thee, my dear ' adieu 

L\er \oiirs, W f’ 

Soon after this narhes \ou, wi hope that you will rci ei\C 
a turk« V It was Mrs I'liroi kmorton s legai > to us when 
she wi lit It never had the honour to he < rammed, for she 
crams none, but perhaps may not be the worse in fl tv our 
on that ai count bhe fcil it daily vv ith her own hand 


rrri xx\ii 

THANKFUL FOR PRAISE -IN NO DANGER OF PER- 
VERSION TO POPERY. 

10 1 VliV lllskl III 

Weston, DiC 31, 1780 

I Yol R welcome letter, mv lulovcdi oiisin, which ousiht hy 
the <1 iti- to Invi irnvedon siindiv, bein^ bv some untoward 
a* cident del ive.l, emio not till wsi^rdav It came how- 
ever, and has relieved me Iroin a ihoiis iiid distressing ap- 
prehensions on voiir a count 

The ilew of vour mtelligem e has refreshed my poetic, 
laurels \ little priise now and then is verv e'orid for your 
hardworking poet, who is .apt to crow l.inamd, and {icr- 
haps can less without it Praise I find affeets us as monev 
does The more a man gets ol it, with the more vigilanci 
he wat( hcs over and preserves it Sui h at hast is its cflcc 
on me, ami vou iiiav assure yourself that I will never lose a 
mite of It for want of lare 

I have* alreadv invited the good Padre in general torn » 
and he shall puaitively dine here next week, whetbci. 
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«,1I or not 1 do not at all ^u^pcct that his kindness to 
VroiL'stants has atiy thin;' insidious in it, aii\ iiioic than 1 
susiioi t that hu tr>iiM.'rtlK,s Humor for iiii.- uithaticw fur 
my ron\or->ion Ho would find me a tuiij’h piece uf hiist. 
nosb 1 can tell him , fur when 1 had no religion at all, I had 
yet a lernhlc tlroad of the I’oiu: iiuw niui h mure now < 

1 shuuld hate M. lit )ou 1 lim^'cr letter, but w i!> obliged 
til dotoie iiu last I. loiuitg to the melaiiehol> eiuplo)ment 
of iiiinp'iaiii^ a I Hill iii'iription fur the loinb-stiino of poor 
William, tvi>(i)|iics lit wltiili I wiote out and enelusul, one 
to Ifeni) I hiiriitiiii, and one to Mr Xomoii llomer 
si Hills III nic 'nil'll 'ii'< tliiiiiii>-> mil ^ueirs tint it I do not 
It III oil i''ii.i ill I iii'lihoki nil mill iiiistli (I'Lik that 
'll ill sti> k I I nil lliiinl I ir i.\i i 

fill \\\1II 

WISHES TO RECEIVE HER LE'iTERS ON SUNDAY 
C0MMISS10!IS -A WELSH POET 

I - ,|i\ in--!- I ' II 

III* I •i’< III Jl ITsii 

\in in I III no nii ins nil ih in st m/ pin ii tin pliii 
til It h I' s'U 'i d Hu It to ion on tin sill>)> >'i >1 Ims ot )onr 
U" I III I'K 'list pi n I 1 I hi«i < iliH nil 'siinilij' like 
I I *■ nidi)' o' II 1 ir \n pi 'lii'l hi i isiiii^iiisl eil b) 'utne- 
l''iiii , t'l H ■>'’ id 111 ik< lilt III ik If.rii tnl liilliiiH iiillia^rii* 
■ik'i. i\| I iioii a id lor til It n isiiii ili sin tint tlii) may 
a'li IIS iii"i_, nil I I II r tioiii lo'i In the nni plarc, if I 
kn III M .e'l iii/ii/ I I. lur, I knoll likiiiise v.htii to m- 
I I'l III ' I It III r if It h i|>|H IIS not to r oiiii aririiiins- 
m ■ o! 'ini' iiii,i jri I'll • , i oiis'di riii^ how iinssiitly 
I 'Tell" h i iri It tile 'ill in, ii lien li itiTs are sonu tunes 
ii*iTiiio'M md ' I o, .mile at liieir ill iin.Hiun if no in- 
ipiTi II 111 i>|i., till some d i}s li III pissid afii r tin ir .irri- 
ihlaMJl.iii It h Is Inppi lied In '(iienilv to mi to receiie 
a letter lop,' afi r ill the rest haic bn ii deliiertd, r id the 
Padre assun d me that Mr TlirrK kmorion has sent notes 
three seier.il times to Mrs Marriot, complaining of ih’s 
aeglect hor the>c reasons, my dear, thou must write still 
oil Saturdays, and as often on other days as thou pleascst 
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The screens came safe, and one of them is at this mo- 
ment interposed between me and the f re, much to the 
comfort of ray peepers The other of them being fitted 
up with a screw tlut was useless, I have consigned to 
proper hands, that it may be made as serviceable as its 
brother They arc very neat, and I account them a great 
acquisition Our carpenter assures me that the lameness 
of the chairs was not OKing to any injury received in their 
journey, but that the maker never properly finished them. 
They were not high when they came, and in order to 
reduce them to a level, we have lowered them an inch. 
Tlnm kiiowesi, rliilil, lh.it the short foot could not be 
len 'theiicd, for which rcisoii we shortened the long ones. 
'I’lie ln\ ( out lining the plitcandthe brooms reached us 
yesierdij, .111(1 nothing hid suffered the least damage by 
th \vi) l/urj thing I-. Mnart, every thing Is elegant, and 
we admire ilicii all The short c.indlL »iit ks are short 
enough I .rn now writing with those iijion the t.able , 
Mrs U IS reidiiig opp isite, and they suit ii^ both csactiv 
With tile nioiici tliu you have in hand, you may pun have, 
my dcir, .U yo ir most convenient time, a le.i'Urn that 
which we have at prisent leaving never inen handsome, 
and being now old and patched A parson once, as he 
walked .K ross tlie parlour, pushed It down with his belly, 
and It never perki tly rnovereil itself We want likewise a 
tea-waiier, meaning, if vou please, such a oiu as \ou may 
reineinber to hue m i n at the II ill, a wooden oiu lu which 
you iiuy add, from the same lund, throe or four yards of 
y.ardwide muslin, win re withal to make neikclotlis for my 
worship If after all these disbursements any thing sliould 
be left in the bottom of the jiurse, we shall be obliged to 
you if you will cNiiend it in the pun base of silk i>ockct- 
haiiJker-ciiiefs There, my precious— I think I hav,o 
charged thee with commissions in plenty 

You neither must nor sh.all deiiv us the pleasure of send-' 
ing to you su( li small matters as wc do As to the par- 
tridges, you raiv recollect possibly, when 1 remind you of 
It, that I never eat them . they refuse to pass m; stomach , 
and Mrs Unwin rejoiced in receiving then only liccausc she , 
could pack them away to you — therefore never lay u» un- 
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der any embargoes of this kind, for I tell you beforehand, 
that we are botlfbi'icorrigiblc My bclo\ ed cousin, the 6 rst 
thing I open ni}\yes upon in a morning, is it nut the bed 
in which you have laid me? Did you not, in uur old dis- 
mal parlour at Olncy, give me the tea on which 1 break 
fast ? — the chocolate that I drank at noon, and the table at 
which loinc? — the uiery thing, in short, that I possess 
ha the shape of cunsenicnee, is it nut all from yuu ? and is 
It possible, think you, wo should either of us overlook 
an oppdrtunity of making such a tiny at knowledgment of 
your kindness? Assure yourself that neier, while niy 
name is (hies ('iingci bread, will I dishuiumr my glorious 
ancestrv, and my illustrious ap()ellatii>n, liy so unworthy .1 
conduct 1 lose ydu at tny heart, and so dius \frs 
U and we must say tliink you, and send you i pepper- 
con IS hill wc can So thank you, my dear, for llic brawn 
and the ilitiie, and for all the guml things that you an 
iiounce, and -u present I w ill, for your sake, say no moro 
of tliailk'giviiig^ 

1 have ins>\ored the WUshin in’s letter, and have i 
hopc^hat 1 sliall hear no more of him lie dcsiroil 111/ 
advice, whither to pulihsh or not In answer, I < on 'lalu 
laicd him on the possession of a poetical tali nt, with whii li 
he might always amuse hiinsclf wliiii f itigiiid with tlio 
weightier nnturs of tlie law As to piililu atioo, I rei oin 
meiidid it to luiii liy all inciiis, as the prim ipil iiii iiiuve 
to exertion And with regard to his probaliihiy of sin 1 1 .s,* 
I told I11111 that, as he had, I understood, .ilriaily iiiiili llie 
experiment li> appi aring in print, In- unild jinl ;■ IniwihiL 
matter stood, iKUcr llian I or any in in i oiild do ii fur him 
Wliai could I s y, my dear? I w.is rially unwilling to, 
mortify a briith,.r bard, and yet could not avoid it but at 
l(^c LX|M use of ( iiinnion l< jiicsl) 

*J'hi 1 ’ dre Is to dine with u> on Tluir-.day next I iiii 
highly pleaseil witli him, and intend to make all possibli ,ir| 
Vances to a ncerer aci^u.nnUrre \\ liy he is so silent rii 
company 4 know not I'erliaps he is re>erved, like >i)iiii- 
other people^ or perln(» he bolds il imsuitalile to liis 
funciixii to be forward in mixed conversation Coitain il 

that he has taougli to say when he aud 1 arc together. 
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!-( lias transcribed the ninth book for me, and is now 
transcribing' the twelfth, which Mrs Thockmorton left 
iinlinished Poor Teedon has dined witii us once, and it 
•ini lilt, good to stuff hull 

We have heard from the poor widon, after nliom you so 
kindly enquirL She aiisncred a letter of Mrs Unwin’s 
about a week since Her answer was affectionate, tender, 
and melancholy to a great degree, but not without expres-* 
sioiis of hope and coiiUdcncc in God We understand that 
she has suffered inueli in her health, as well .is in her mind 
It rould not be otliorwise, for slie W'as attached to her hus- 
band in the extreme W e liavc le'arned by a sidewmd,smcc I 
iiientioncd her last, that Hilly left every thing, or almost 
nviry thing, to the cliildren But she has at present one 
hundred pounds a year, and will have another hundred here, 
alti-r, if she outlives Mrs U , lieing jointured in her estate 
In flu me in tinii, her sister lives with her, who has, I he 
III \i, detcrininod never to nnrry, fiom which eirciinistanee 
she must douliiloss derive advantage She spent scn.e 
time at (Jlaiiliam, alter her raiirn from W inehcster, is now 
with Mr John Unwin at Croydon, and goes soon to her 
gloomy mansion, as she < alls it, in Esiex \Vc asked hi r 
hither, in hope that a little time siieiit at W esion might be 
ot use to her, but her affairs would not sulft r her to come 
.She IS greatly to be pitied, and whether she will ever re 
rover the stroke is, I think, very uneertaiii 
•' 1 had some time since a very clever lotier from Henry C 
whirh I answered as well as I eutilil, hut not in kind 1 
seem to myself immoderately stupid on epistolary rx-ca'-iom 
and e’sixicially when I wish to shine Such I seem now 
.and such to have been ever since I bcg.in So much tht. 
worse for you Pray, my dear, scud me a bit of Indian 
glue, and an almanack 

It gives me tru< pleasure* to Icirn that the Gcncr.ilti 
least s.iy s he IS bettor, bu* it would give me much mor^ 
to hear others say the same Thank your sisur for her ins 
true turns roiircrniiig the Samp, wlneh shall h>. exactly 
followed 

1 am, my dearest, Your most Gingerbread Giles, &c 

WM COWPfcR* 








